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MILLER BANGS A 3-POINTER WITH 0:04 REMAINING

Lady Blue Devil Cagers Stun
Raiders with 3-pointer, 41-39

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

She is not big. She is not the top
scorer nor leading rebounder on the
team, but senior guard Danielle Miller
banged a “big” 3-pointer with four
seconds remaining to give the
Westfield High School girls basket-
ball team a stunning, 41-39 victory
over Scotch Plains-Fanwood in
Westfield on January 29.

Despite winning only two games
all season prior to the showdown
with their rivals, the Lady Blue Dev-
ils were determined not to let the

game stretch beyond their reach. The
result was a seesaw battle from the
opening tip-off until the final buzzer.
Only twice did a team take a lead of
more than three points, and both leads
were very short-lived.

“We came out to play hard. We
knew if we played hard, we had a
shot. The girls played with confi-
dence. They executed. They did ev-
erything they were supposed to do,”
Blue Devil Head Coach Joe Marino
said. “That’s why we came up with
the ‘W’.”

Miller not only led the team with
14 points, including two 3-pointers,
but she also was scrappy under the
boards with six rebounds, while add-

ing a pair of steals and an assist.
“I am usually not directly under the

boards. I really wanted to win this
game today to prove that we can do
it,” Miller said.

“She’s a tough little cookie. For a
little girl, she finds a way to get in
there. She’s got a big heart,” Coach
Marino said.

The Blue Devils held a slight edge
in rebounds, but the Raiders harassed
them with numerous steals.

“What they did was they threw a 1-
3-1 [defense] against us real quick.
Our girls didn’t recognize it right
away, but once we settled down, we
managed to deal with it,” Coach

BALIKO, DUNN WIN TWO INDIVIDUAL EVENTS EACH

Raider Boys Edge Blue Devils
For UC Swim Title, 447-432

By J B. RAYMOND
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A reporter went up to Greg Baliko
after Saturday’s 60th Union County
Swimming Championships, which
was held at the Werblin Center of
Rutgers University in Piscataway and
asked the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
(SPF) junior how he felt, in the mo-
ments after the Raiders had captured
arguably the most closely contested
UCIAC final in decades.

“How do I feel? I feel it’s about
time,” Baliko said, after SP-F had
outscored Westfield, 447-432, to end
the Devils’ 11-year reign and give the
Raiders their second county champi-
onship, the previous one in 1999 hav-
ing ended a 42-year title run by WHS.

The fact that SPF won the county
title was not a surprise to most, given
that it had notched a 109-61 dual-
meet victory over the Devils back in
December.

“We knew Westfield would come
out strong … they always do at coun-
ties,” Baliko said. “We knew we had
to come out with guns blazing, and
I’m pretty sure we did that.”

This is the strongest team in SPF
history, but it should be noted that
Scotch Plains and Fanwood have pro-
duced as many talented swimmers as
Westfield over the past two decades.
The problem for SPF was keeping
the kids at the public high school, and
not having them go to private or paro-
chial schools. Earlier this century,
outstanding swimmers like Brian
Gartner, Eric and Billy Swenson and
Scott Marino went to St. Joseph in
Metuchen, while John Giuffre went
to Pingry and Will Brown to St. Peter’s
Prep. And there were others, too.

This year’s SPF features Baliko,
whose father starred at St. Joseph in
the ’70s, and senior twins Dan and
Mike Napolitano, who swam at St.
Joseph as freshmen before transfer-
ring to SPF as sophomores. Add to
that trio standout guys like Joe Dunn,
Mike Rizzo, Dan Pesin, Ryan
Gajdzisz … and then get top perfor-
mances from Mike Pesin, Jason
Shaub, Ryan Henkels, Keith
Monteiro, Jeff Peart, Nick Sorace
and Augie Englehardt … and that’s a
tough act to beat.

And SPF needed every point, be-
cause WHS did not show up at Rutgers
on Saturday just to put up a good
show. The Devils were in it to win it.

“We weren’t going to give it (the
county title) up without a fight,” fresh-
man Luke McGrory said.

Coach Jeff Knight’s crew got one
best time after another … only to see
SPF match them, best time for best
time. SPF won two of the three re-
lays, and it took a school-record
1:28.25 by WHS’s Jack Lorentzen,
Matt Daniel, Tim Walsh and Nick
Boyle to win its only race of the day.

“What can I say?” Knight said. “We
did everything we could and we took it
down to the last relay. The guys really
stepped up. All the guys! We had great
swims from everybody. And that 200-
free relay was a thing of beauty.”

But as good as WHS was, SPF was
just a little bit better. Of the eight
individual events, SPF won seven,
including two each by Baliko and
Dunn, and went 1-2 in the 200, 100
and 500 freestyles. With all those
wins and 1-2’s, one would think the

TORESCO NETS 17, HESS 15, GREENSPAN 16 BOARDS

Blue Devils Own the Boards,
Defeat Cougar Cagers, 58-39

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Size advantage and inside penetra-
tion finally won out over outside
shooting as the Westfield High School
boys basketball team rolled with a
24-5 run, which began midway
through the third quarter, to defeat
the visiting Cranford Cougars, 58-39
on January 29.

The 7-7 Blue Devils held a definite
advantage in offensive and defensive
rebounds throughout the game, but
the Cougars managed to stay in the
game with outside shooting, which
included six 3-pointers, and numer-
ous acts of thievery, until the final
three minutes of the third quarter.
Cougar senior guard Sean Trotter (2
steals, 2 rebounds) scored 13 points
and banged all three of his 3-pointers
in the third quarter, until the Blue
Devils shut him down.

Blue Devils Joe Greenspan, Ryan
Hess and Scott Toresco became the
giants under the board. Greenspan
pulled down 16 rebounds and blocked
four shots, while adding nine points
and a pair of assists. Hess (blocked
shot, 4 rebounds) netted seven of his
15 points in the first quarter, but he
led the team with six assists. Toresco
was the recipient of most of Hess’s
assists, especially in the fourth quar-
ter when the Blue Devils drew out the
Cougars’ defense to race to a 15-3
run.

“He is a really good passer. He
finds me when he draws the defense
over to him. He gets me open shots,”
Toresco said.

Toresco finished with eight re-
bounds and half were offensive, which
he converted to lay-ups. That com-

bined with Hess’s assists allowed
Toresco to lead all scorers with 17
points.

“The ball just kept coming to me.
We were working it around. The shots
just fell in my hands. I had to put them
back,” Toresco said.

“We definitely had a size advan-
tage tonight. We got a lot of offensive
rebounds and put-backs. We spread
the zone out a little bit. We were able
to get some high/low action in to take
advantage of our size with two-point
shooting,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Kevin Everly said.

“We really couldn’t get much go-
ing inside. They are a lot bigger than
us. We were knocking down some
shots to stay in the game then we
went a little cold,” Cougar Head
Coach Ryan Huber said.

Both teams went neck-and-neck in
the first quarter that ended with a
slim, 15-14 Westfield edge. Cougar
Mark Osofsky hit all five of his points,
including a 3-pointer, in the quarter,
and teammate Eric Garguilo (4 re-
bounds, two steals) bucketed seven
of his 13 points.

Toresco scored six points in a 13-5,
second-quarter run to give the Blue
Devils a 28-19 lead at the half. Cou-
gar Sean Babos banged a 3-pointer in
the quarter. Led by Trotter’s three 3-
pointers, the Cougars ripped into the
Blue Devils’ lead with a 15-6 sprint
to tie the score, 34-34, with 3:00 on
the clock. Cougar guard Joey
Papandrea (2 steals, 2 rebounds), who
led the team with four assists, con-
tributed two points, and junior for-
ward Kurt Rutmayer (2 rebounds,
assist, block) added two points. The
Blue Devils answered with a 9-2 run

to put the Cougars on the defensive
entering the fourth quarter with a 43-
36 score.

“Fortunately, we got some open
looks. We knocked down some shots,
and we had some easy baskets in
transition. Then the shots stopped
falling for us. We got into a hole, and
we had to extend ourselves defen-
sively, and their size just took over,”
Coach Huber explained.

“We gave them a lot of open shots
that we shouldn’t have. We didn’t
switch on the defense, but they [shots]
weren’t falling, so we got lucky on a
couple,” Toresco said.

Everything clicked for the Blue
Devils in the fourth quarter. The in-
side lanes were open, and Toresco
rolled in three lay-ups and tossed in a
free throw, while Green and Hess
each added four points.

“The end of the game, we tried to
spread them out because they were
down, and they had to get to an ag-
gressive mode. What you do is spread
them out and attack them, and Ryan
is very good with the ball and able to
feed guys. Scott steps up, and he just
dumps it off to him. We got a lot of
easy baskets at the end because of
that,” Coach Everly said.

“We were finishing,” Toresco said.
“We were getting good shots. High
percentage!”

“They are a bunch of athletes, good
shooters, good big men, and they just
outplayed us today,” Trotter said.
“They had a bunch of second chance
opportunities. They got a few shots
on the plays. That’s how they win
games.”
Cranford 14   5 17   3 39
Westfield 15 13 15 15 58

FETTER GETS MEET RECORD, DeLaFUENTE WHS RECORD

Blue Devils Grab 19th Straight
UC Girls Swim Championship

By J. B. RAYMOND
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

While much of the state was fo-
cused on the boys meet, the girls of
Union County put up quite a show of
their own last Saturday at Rutgers
University in the 34th Union County
Swimming Championships.

All told, seven meet records fell,
while Westfield, with former coach
Brooke Smith in the stands leading
the cheers, put on the biggest show,
scoring 485 points to win its 19th
consecutive county title.

The WHS girls swept the relays
and scored all three girls in the top
seven places of every individual event,
easily outdistancing Scotch Plains-
Fanwood (270.5), Summit (236.5),
New Providence (224) and Gov.
Livingston (184).

Seniors Becky DeLaFuente and
Anna Fetter led the Devils.

DeLaFuente broke former team-
mate Alexi Kuska’s meet record in
the 200 free, but was second to New
Providence’s Kelly Carroll, then won
the 500 free for the third straight year.
She was also on a pair of winning
freestyle relays.

Fetter set a meet record in the 200-
individual medley (2:08.24, break-
ing the 10-year-old record of SP-F’s
Dana Berkowitz) in a tight duel with
Kent Place’s Jenna Immormino, and
then took second in the 100 fly in a
personal best 58.50. She also was on
the winning medley and 400-free re-
lays.

“I’m so happy to be a part of this
family,” Fetter said after the meet.
“This is the happiest time of my life.

It’s great to keep our streak going.”
Freshmen Sarah Cronin, Caroline

Baldwin and Erika Daniel also had a
big hand in things; Cronin was third
in both the 200 (under the old meet
record) and 100 freestyles, plus legs
on the winning free relays; Baldwin
was second in the 50 free and fourth
in the 100, plus a leg on the winning
sprint relay; Daniel was fifth in the
200 IM and fourth in the 100 fly.

WHS’s medley relay of Ally Rose,
Meg Kaveney, Fetter and Loren Ball
won in a meet-record 1:51.26, third
best in school history. The sprint re-
lay of Baldwin, Kaveney, DeLaFuente
and Cronin went 1:40.06, while the
400 unit of Cronin, Ellie Reinhardt,
Fetter and DeLaFuente clocked
3:34.72. That’s the second fastest time
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO CORRAL A COUGAR…Blue Devil Ryan Hess, No. 22, tries to prevent Cougar Joey Papandrea, No. 2, from
passing to an inside shooter. The Blue Devils defeated the Cougars, 58-39. See more on Cranford Online Exclusive.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SECURING THE REBOUND…Raider forward Aysia Peterson makes sure that she keeps the ball far away from Blue Devil
Krista Embrett, No. 23. Peterson finished with seven rebounds, while Embrett finished with eight rebounds.

Courtesy of Nancy Myers for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UNION COUNTY SWIM CHAMPIONS…The Westfield High School girls swim team breezed to their 19th straight Union
County swim title on January 29. The Blue Devil girls totaled 485 points and broke three meet records.

February 3, 1959 – For Oldtimers
“The Day the Music Died”


