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Westfield Ward Commission Needs
To Address Racial Gerrymandering

Your ‘Friendly’ Neighbor Bank Is
Not So Friendly in Fanwood Letters to the Editor

People in general yearn for the simpler
times. You see it all over: ads featuring
Mom peering over warm cookies right
out of the oven while obedient freckle
faced kids look on, black and white re-
runs of Father Knows Best or Donna
Reed, featuring the ‘perfect’ family, and
classic American paintings of the neigh-
borhood milk man dropping off fresh
milk and other goodies. It was a time of
simplicity, a time of civility. No cell
phones, no pages, no Ipods — no large
financial institutions. If you needed to do
some banking, you merely visited your
friendly neighborhood bank and you were
met with a smile, and efficient service.

So, though I am product of 21st Cen-
tury mayhem like everyone else, I was
even surprised by that standard as I re-
cently walked into a PNC Bank in
Fanwood. We had experienced our third
major snow fall of the winter, and luckily
the neighbors kids were all too willing to
shovel us out. They are good kids, not
demanding any price in particular, but
‘whatever you want to pay.’ Boy, how
often do we hear that these days?

In any case, since my own bank is
some distance away, I chose to remove
money from the closest ATM, which
happened to be outside the PNC Bank.
However, since the machine has only
been taught to spit out 20’s, I decided to
park and go into the bank to change my
20’s into 10’s.

Now I’ve always been taught that
money is money. We all apparently sub-
scribe to the same currency system, so I
thought, at least until I walked into the
bank that day.

I approached the teller, who seemed
like an amiable chap with a painted smile
on his face — “can I help you.” “Sure, I
said, “I just want to change these 20’s that
I just removed from your machine (of
course paying the $2 “convenience” fee),
into 10’s,” as I shot him back my own
classic smile. I was not prepared however
for what I heard next.

“Do you have an account with us?”
Though I knew the answer was no, I
figured this must be some type of survey
or sales pitch, so I played along. “No,

why?” Suddenly the corporate smile
turned to a stare, as he conveyed the
company line telling me he was unable to
change my money. Hearing is sometimes
an issue, so I tried again. “What did you
say?” He reiterated: “If you do not have
an account here we cannot change your
money.” Well wait a minute, I thought,
this was your money, wasn’t it? Maybe I
should have asked for some ID from PNC
before I accepted their cash.

When I asked for the manager, I was
referred to the supervisor two tellers down.
She seemed to be a nice young woman,
and I was sure the first teller had to be a
little green behind the gills. “Can I help
you?” Giving the bank the benefit of the
doubt, I repeated that I merely wanted to
change the money in my hands into 10’s.
I couldn’t imagine a simpler transaction.
“Do you have an account here?” Oh boy,
I really am not in Kansas anymore!

Now I consider myself to be an aver-
age guy with a mild mannered tempera-
ment, and always act within the bonds of
the law. But short of telling her to “now
give me all your money!” all I could think
to say was, “Are you kidding?”

No, she was not and she curtly finished
our conversation, but telling me again
that this was “company policy.”

Storming from places is not my style,
but that day I did storm from the bank,
and thought back to those days of civility.
I also pondered the President’s recent
speech after the Tucson tragedy talking
about the American family, and all those
members of Congress of different parties
sitting together during the State of the
Union, at least trying to show an appear-
ance of civility, and humanity in the wake
of what we all recently experienced.

Unfortunately, this wisdom has not yet
reached PNC Bank and other financial
institutions in this country, who are happy
to take our bailouts, but refuse credit to
those deserving small businesses who
struggle to stay in business, constantly
rake us over the coals with overdraft and
late fees, and can’t even find it in them-
selves to change a twenty dollar bill.

Gerald Jay Resnick
Cranford

The Westfield Ward Commission con-
sists of the four members of the Union
County Board of Elections plus the
Westfield municipal clerk. The commis-
sion meets every 10 years, following the
decennial census, to realign the ward
boundaries of Westfield. The statutory
standard is, “The population of the most
populous ward so created shall not differ
from the population of the least populous
ward so created by more than 10 percent
of the mean population of the wards….”

Until 1983, the boundary between the
Second and Third Wards was the Raritan
Valley railroad tracks. In 1983, due to
population disparities between the Sec-
ond and Third Wards, it became neces-
sary for the Third Ward to lose territory to
the Second Ward. The Ward Commis-
sion could have moved the ward bound-
ary at any point between the South Av-
enue traffic circle and the Garwood bound-
ary. The Ward Commission decided to
draw the ward boundary so as to split the
Cacciola Place minority group neighbor-
hood between the wards. This was a form
of racial gerrymandering known as “frac-
turing,” in which a minority group neigh-
borhood is divided between two districts.
The Ward Commission kept these ar-
rangements unchanged in 1991.

In 2001, the Westfield Ward Commis-
sion made the absurd decision to move
the entire Cacciola Place neighborhood
into the Second Ward. This resulted in
litigation in New Jersey Superior Court.
The litigation was based on the Munici-
pal Ward Law and the Open Public Meet-
ings Act. The parties settled the matter in

2002, by maintaining the existing ward
boundary, splitting the Cacciola Place
neighborhood.

The Westfield Ward Commission will
soon confront this issue again. I recom-
mend moving the boundary northward to
Sussex Street, thereby returning the en-
tire Cacciola Place neighborhood to the
Third Ward. This would probably com-
port with the 10-percent deviation stan-
dard.

If the Westfield Ward Commission
does not return the entire Cacciola Place
neighborhood to the Third Ward, I expect
litigation to result again. In 2004, the
New Jersey Legislature enacted the New
Jersey Civil Rights Act, which would
improve the prospects of the plaintiffs in
any ward boundary litigation. Also, the
incumbent municipal clerk has received
tenure, thereby reducing the possibility
of partisan influence.

Racial gerrymandering is as backwards
as segregated lunch counters, or sending
people to the back of the bus. Lincoln
spoke of being motivated by “the better
angels of our nature.” I hope that the
Westfield Ward Commission will be
motivated accordingly, and will end the
racial gerrymandering of the ward bound-
aries of Westfield.

Until the problem of racial gerryman-
dering is properly addressed, Westfield
can expect this problem to return every
10 years, like a comet with a 10-year
orbit.

Kenneth MacRitchie
Red Bank

Marc Shaiman’s Visit to SP-F HS
Brings Back Memories for Classmate
I read with interest the article about

Marc Shaiman’s recent visit to Scotch
plains-Fanwood High School (SP-FHS).
The article stated that this visit was his
first since leaving school during his jun-
ior year. That is not the case. Marc re-
turned to SPFHS to perform in a tribute to
Manya Ungar on August 24, 2003. It was
held in the auditorium named after Mrs.
Ungar.

Many former summer theatre partici-
pants performed solos and chorus pieces.
Marc performed a song Bette Midler has
done in her act. It was a comedic song.
Marc said on that day that he had already
played a somber song for Mrs. Ungar’s
memorial service. He has never lost sight
of the people who helped foster his talent.

Manya Ungar and her partner in the
summer theatre program, Judy Cole, were
two of those people. He knows they were
important to him. That’s why he was
there that day. I was there as a former
chorus member in two productions.

In fact, Marc was the person who en-
couraged me to participate in summer
theatre. He was the musical director of
the production of Mame in 1974. For the
record, I was a Man-in-the-Moon girl.

As further proof that he has been back,
look at the August 28, 2003 issue of The
Westfield Leader and The Times. An ar-
ticle about this tribute concert appears on
page 18. Those of us who sang with Marc
at Terrill Junior High, and played in the
seventh grade-training band with him,
saw his talent. He was arranging for the
chorus in eighth grade. He has a gift, and
has used it for many years, but he is still
the little kid in the flannel shirt. He even
wore a plaid shirt on his recent visit. From
my vantage point he hasn’t changed.

Nancy Kohlenberger
Cranford

Editor’s Note: Ms. Kohlenberger is a
graduate of SP-FHS.
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Scotch Plains Township Statement
On Shackamaxon Golf Club Sale

Editor’s note: This was received Fri-
day, January 28, 2011.

*****
The mayor and township council of the

Township of Scotch Plains are poised to
undertake a significant step toward the
improvement of its underperforming cen-
tral business district by authorizing the
township planning board to conduct a
preliminary investigation to determine
whether the lands upon which the
township’s municipal building, library
and other community facilities should be
designated as an area in need of redevel-
opment warranting their relocation in
order to promote the use of these lands for
the revitalization of the central business
district, consistent with prior studies per-
formed for and on behalf of the Township
of Scotch Plains.

The planning board will be asked to
examine the viability of relocation sites
for these public facilities, including the
Shackamaxon Golf and Country Club
property, which recently came onto the
market for sale. This authorization from
the mayor and township council will be
formalized by way of a resolution in-
tended for action at the township
council’s meeting on February 1, 2011
starting at 7 p.m., which will be open to
the public. The resolution will authorize
the planning board to investigate whether
the identified parcels should be desig-
nated as an area in need of redevelop-
ment.

The announced sale of the

Shackamaxon Golf and Country Club
property also creates significant opportu-
nities for both the preservation of one of
the last sizeable parcels of land remain-
ing in the township for recreation and
open space purposes and the ability to
significantly increase the commercial rat-
able base of the township, with the over-
all goal of stabilizing taxes for its resi-
dents. The development of the
Shackamaxon Golf and Country Club
property by a developer for residential
housing would serve only to exacerbate
an already overburdened school system
and further tax existing municipal ser-
vices and infrastructure already stretched
to capacity.

According to Mayor Nancy Malool:
“given the announced sale of the
Shackamaxon Golf and Country Club
property, the township is now being given
a once in a lifetime opportunity to shape
the future of Scotch Plains.”

The mayor and township council
will work closely with the planning
board to pursue all appropriate oppor-
tunities to provide new and more effi-
cient municipal facilities at a viable
relocation site or sites while at the
same time advancing the revitaliza-
tion of the central business district to
its full potential.

Scotch Plains
Township Clerk

Questions: Contact Township Attor-
ney, Jeffrey Lehrer at (908) 285-0685

BOE’s Actions Are Confusing; We’ll
Remember Voting In Scotch Plains

I was disappointed to read that the SP-
F BOE is considering doing away with
transportation allowance for 300 students
due to budget cuts. This is remarkable
when one looks at this year’s disregard
for the taxpayers. In particular, this con-
sisted of a budget that presented a $300
property tax increase per average house-
hold, settling the teacher contracts with
raises that even two of the BOE members
disagreed with, and thumbing their noises
at the Governor’s salary caps for superin-
tendents. They supported these expendi-
tures, but transporting Scotch Plains –
Fanwood students is another issue.

Now they are considering doing away
with the meager transportation monies
provided to students that do not attend the
public schools. This reimbursement has
existed for over 40 years in this state and
now the SP-F BOE has decided that they
are going to consider doing away with it.

This follows the previously mentioned
salaries, which would be reduced for the
superintendents from $200,000 to
$175,000; and the business managers sal-
ary from $180,000 to something less.

Many of us could live very well on
$175,000 a year. But no, they want their
money and starve some 300 children’s

families of the funds for transportation.
Why would they eliminate the small

payment for transportation for a limited
number of families that pay 65 percent of
their property taxes to a school system
that they do not use? We all know that this
yearly tax payment is thousands of dol-
lars for each of these families.

Perhaps it is the budget, Trenton cut
backs – or is it a way to remove a competi-
tor? In our public system, it costs  $12,000
to $14,000 per child, while Union Catho-
lic charges about $10,000. Therefore re-
moval of a less costly competitor is a
possibility. They will deny this, but each
one of us can make up our own minds.

What I don’t understand is that if a
number of these 300 students are forced
to go to SP-F public schools, class sizes
will increase. The BOE and parents are
already complaining about this.

The SP-F BOE should consider the
ramifications and the towns’ reputations
that will result of such a move. The school
budget vote is only a few months away
and the BOE’s actions on this issue is one
aspect that some of us will remember.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains
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Tom Kean Lauds Gov. Christie
For Firing PVSA Commissioners

TRENTON — State Senator Tom
Kean, Jr. (LD-21, Westfield) supported
Governor Chris Christie’s decision to
remove six members of the Passaic Val-
ley Sewerage Commission.

The Governor has initiated termina-
tion for cause proceedings against the
commissioners due to reports of nepo-
tism and abusive contracting practices.
Six of the seven commissioners resigned
last week.

“New Jersey finally has a Governor
who is willing to enforce high ethical
standards at every level of government.

The PVSC Commissioners in question
seem to have no remorse for, or desire to
fix, the blatantly unethical hiring and
contracting practices that occurred on
their watches.

“This behavior fleeced the ratepayers
the commission is supposed to serve and
as such, forfeited the right of these indi-
viduals to continue working at the PVSC.
While unprecedented, Governor
Christie’s move was correct and will send
a signal that no government entity is
immune from being held accountable for
its actions.”


