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Letters to
the Editor

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

To All Postal Patrons
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Mountainsider Thanks
Local Snow Angels

SPF BOE Would Do Well to
Heed to Supreme Court Rulings

Why Aren’t Minutes
In Searchable Format?

Editor’s Note: The following OPRA
request was made to Union County Board
of Freeholders Clerk Nicole Dirado and
copied to the newspaper.

Dear Mrs. Dirado:
It has come to my attention that as of

the March 4, 2010 minutes your office
has stopped posting minutes in a machine
readable, searchable format on the
county’s website. Therefore, the Union
County Watchdog Association will rou-
tinely request the minutes and post them
on our website for easy public access to
this information.

This is a request for information pursu-
ant to the Open Public Records Act,
N.J.S.A. 47:1A-1 et seq., and the com-
mon law right of citizens of the state to
obtain access to public documents.

Please provide in electronic format, all
meeting minutes of the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders dated March
4, 2010 to date, in a machine readable,
searchable format.

Thank you for your attention to this
matter.

Tina Renna, President
Union County Watchdog Assoc.

Cranford

Westfielder Is ‘Snowed Under’ Over
Parking Ticket at Train Station

Dear Postal Patron.
We would like to take this opportunity

to advise you of an important matter
concerning delivery of your mail due to
the unusual weather pattern that has af-
flicted us this winter, setting records of
snow fall.

It is of the utmost importance that your
mailbox has a clear and safe path that will
insure that your mail is processed as
effectively and efficiently as possible,
creating less interruption or delay on your
service.

Furthermore, the Postal Service looks
forward to serve you without jeopardiz-
ing the safety of our employees; therefore
failure to provide your carrier with a clear
and safe path to your mail box will result

in your carrier bringing your mail back to
the Post Office, and you will have to
come to pick it up in order to resume
delivery.

The postal service here in Scotch Plains
wanted to take this opportunity to thank
you for your assistance in helping us
improve our consistency in delivery by
complying with our request.

Again let me thank you for helping
with our consistency program and if you
have any questions concerning this or
other postal matters, please do not hesi-
tate to contact our Customer Service line
at 1-800-275-8777.

Ricardo Barbosa Postmaster
Scotch Plains (908) 322-4747
Altemir.Barbosa@usps.gov

Snow or no snow, living in
Mountainside is a gift. While it wasn’t a
white Christmas this year, Mother Nature
held off the snow until the day after,
leaving a tough job for the plowing con-
tractors to tackle. When big storms hit,
manpower and machinery are always
challenged. That’s where the kindness of
the people who live and work in
Mountainside seem to step in, like snow
angels.

People like my neighbor, Rosemary
Albrecht, who can be seen pushing a very
large snow blower down Wood Valley
Road, coming to the rescue of many on
my street.

People like my husband and son, who
work overtime for utility companies in
extreme weather, ensuring or restoring
power to our homes.

Gentlemen like Anthony Mazzilli, a
local landscaper from Mountainside, who
told me he “just happened to be in the
neighborhood plowing,” and showed up

in my driveway, unannounced, cleared it,
and left, not expecting anything in return.

Young strong men, like Gio Capadano,
who simply happened to be walking by at
the exact time my friend and I were stuck
while trying to enter a side road, who
gave us a push, freeing the car from the
snow bank during the first storm.

And yes, there are neighborhood chil-
dren who can still be seen walking around
the borough with shovels in hand (and
later fistfuls of cash), knocking on doors,
and wearing very big grins after the job is
done.

Despite the very big inconveniences
snow may present, somehow, Mother
Nature knows what she’s doing, never
failing to, in her own way, bring out the
best in Mountainsiders. Thank you,
Mother Nature, and thank you to the folks
mentioned above.

Linda Condrillo
Mountainside

Considering the SPF BOE’s recent talks
of cutting transportation or aid-in-lieu to
those attending private schools, I would
remind the Board of Ed of past Supreme
Court decisions and the Constitution it-
self. Amendment I of the Constitution
states in part, “Congress shall make no
law respecting the establishment of reli-
gion, or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof.” This law has been applied to the
states by the Supreme Court, and the
Court took these two clauses to heart
when they decided in Everson v. Board of
Ed – a case that originated in New Jersey
– that “New Jersey…cannot exclude in-
dividual [religious peoples], because of
their faith, or lack of it, from receiving the
benefits of public welfare legislation.”

In explaining his decision, Justice
Black, writing for the majority, explains
that if those who attend public schools are
given transportation to schools, private

schools must also be given that funding –
particularly because school attendance is
compulsory, but school choice is always
an option. It would violate the Free Exer-
cise clause of the First Amendment to
force students not to practice their reli-
gion in a private school due to lack of
transportation or aid-in-lieu.

Despite claims by the board of an “un-
funded mandate,” this mandate is not
handed down by the New Jersey Consti-
tution, or even the Supreme Court; it is
handed down by our Supreme Law of the
Land, the United States Constitution. I
therefore urge the board of education to
think wisely before cutting transporta-
tion or aid-in-lieu to those who wish to
attend private schools, as they would be
in violation of our Constitution.

Sean Gaynor
Scotch Plains

Editor’s note: This letter was sent to
Westfield officials and copied to the news-
paper.

*****
Due to the plethora of winter storms,

clearing streets and municipal parking
lots of snow has certainly been a chal-
lenge. The most important parking lots
that should be cleared as completely as
possible should be the lots that serve the
many train commuters who not only de-
pend on them but pay a very large monthly
amount for the privilege of parking near
the train line. When there are not enough
cleared spaces in the lot, the long-term
parking meters fill immediately.

The first storm happened right after
Christmas. Starting at that time, the plow-
ing of the South Ave. train station lot was
deplorable. Even though the weekend
just after the storm was warm and the
plows could have been sent back to the
lot, it was just left. Obviously, with each
storm the situation has worsened as not
only was it not plowed correctly the first
time, the frigid weather and additional
storms have exacerbated the problem.

Last Thursday we received about 12
to14 inches of additional snow. By Fri-
day, at least one-third of the parking
spaces were unusable. As a result, those
of us who wish to use the parking meters
for daily parking before noon were left
without any possible places to park within

a possible walking area (I say possible
because the streets and sidewalks are also
still filled with a great deal of snow due to
inadequate plowing).

On Friday, I attempted to find a place
to park allowing plenty of time to do so
and still catch the train. After searching
for 15 minutes, I finally found a spot in a
permit only lot next to the station.

I parked the car in that lot at 10:15 a.m.
— well after rush hour. When I returned
at 6 p.m. I found a ticket on my car.
Fortunately, I had my camera with me
that day and took several pictures of the
lot as well as the platform (to show how
few people were waiting for my train —
certainly not rush hour). Today, Sunday,
January 30, I returned to the south side
train lot with my camera to see if addi-
tional plowing might have occurred since
the Thursday storm. Unfortunately, noth-
ing more was done to fix this travesty.

I can only say that I am very thankful
that I am not a daily commuter.

There is another storm on the way in
the next couple of days. Do you have any
plan to rectify this situation? I see no
reason to pay the Town of Westfield $30
when the meter would only have cost me
$4. And that is the amount I will be
paying to the Town of Westfield!

Martha Zervas
Westfield

Resident Makes
Appeals His Own Way
The following was sent to Senator

Frank Lautenberg and copied to the
newspaper.

*****
You don’t speak for me, because I pay

my own way.
You don’t speak for me because my

children grew to adulthood with two de-
voted parents.

You don’t speak for me because my
children’s mother was a full-time mom.

You don’t speak for me because I have
never accepted welfare.

You don’t speak for me because I have
never collected unemployment.

You don’t speak for me because I have
never received Social Security income.

You don’t speak for me because I have
never received Medicare or Medicaid.

You don’t speak for me because my
job is not protected.

You don’t speak for me because I have
never received patronage.

You don’t speak for me because I have
never defaulted on a debt.

You don’t speak for me because I have
never failed to pay taxes on all my in-
come.

You don’t speak for me, Mr. Senator,
because I am the true minority.

Who is there to speak for me?
You failed to listen when I asked you

not to vote for medical socialism. Please
don’t fail now to send the repeal back to
the President. I can’t afford to continue
paying for all those you do speak for.

Richard Humphreys
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Zayat – A resting place for travelers

in Burma
2. Caph – The eleventh letter of the

Hebrew alphabet
3. Abuna – Head of the Christian church

in Abyssinia
4. Chiroptera – The order of mammals

such as the bats
CICERONE

1. A guide or person who shows sight-
seers the features of a place

2. A scar
3. A family of plants with fernlike

leaves and umbrellalike clusters of white
flowers

4. A poisonous substance extracted
from the water hemlock

DALETH
1. A unit of mass 1/16 of an oxygen

atom
2. A decorative art, slab of marble in a

medieval church
3. The fourth letter of the Hebrew

alphabet
4. A valley; low-lying land

ISCHEMIA
1. A suppression of the flow of blood in

an organ or tissue
2. Discomfort or pain in the hip
3. A suppression of sweat or perspira-

tion
4. Splotchy discoloration of the skin

around the hips
SHENT

1. A slice, fragment or sliver
2. A sheath or covering
3. To injure, mar or spoil
4. Put to shame

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

We Need Help From Our Favorite
Rodent, Punxsutawney Phil

This winter of Stalingrad with a record snowfall
for the month of January is beginning to get weary,
even for those most stout. Some good has come of it
for makers of snow blowers as they’ve sold out –
there’s not one to be found on store shelves. The big,
heavy-duty ones with mouths 12 inches high are in
most demand. Those that have puny ones find them
useless. The scrawny electric driven models are
quacks, given what we now face. We suspect many
of these vapid items will be disposed of during
garage sales in the spring for a farthing.

The frequency of snow has toughened the resolve
of some, and their ways have adapted to deal with
matters. Doesn’t it feel good when there is only a
dusting of a couple of inches in the morning when
you rise – and clearing you car in the driveway takes
only a few minutes?

Some residents find the ubiquitous heaps of snow
to be untenable and look for scapegoats other than
Mother Nature. Surely it’s the government’s fault,
they opine. Municipal leaders are targets of grief,
keeping a stiff upper lip though lightly armed with
limited budgets. It’s a good time for their political
adversaries to take shots at their defenseless oppo-
nents.

The people that do the real work — public work-
ers, police and fire – are hard at it and we thank them.
In addition to plowing, salting, digging, pulling
trapped cars from snow banks – they are loading,
hauling and relocating piles of snow – but to where,
as now most storage areas are crammed.

An interesting enterprise has arisen where local
contractors offer to pile the snow higher in parking
lots to make more space available for cars. We do
wonder though – how high is too high? Is the State
Legislature poised to pass a bill to contend with this
dilemma?

The weather is so dreary that it’s unlikely our
celebrated rodent’s prediction by seeing his shadow
(or not), will have any bona fide impact to forecast-
ing a quick end to winter. Isn’t the woodchuck’s
folklore shadow prediction concocted backwards –
wouldn’t him seeing the sun make more sense to
predicting the end of winter?

There are arguments of the statistics where wood-
chuck believers say the predictions are accurate over
70 percent of the time. Analysts claiming to be more
scientific say the accuracy rate is less than 40 per-
cent. One can also choose to believe the results from
one of many rodents. Groundhog Punxsutawney

Phil has an overwhelming amount of believers. Still,
if you don’t like his answer, you have many other
choices of woodchuck soothsayers – such as Smith
Lake Jake, Staten Island Chuck, General Beauregard
Lee and others.

Many face the weather situation with a sense of
humor. We have subscribers that winter in Florida.
This time of year, they call to renew their subscrip-
tions. During their phone calls, our bookkeeper
remarks, “but your subscription is not ready for
renewal yet.” Then the chuckled reply, “I know, but
I just wanted to tell you it is 79 degrees here at the
moment in Naples – see you in April.”

Will we complain of the rain when “April showers
bring May Flowers?”

Gangs in Town
We think the way recent news reports were handled

of data on gangs in our area was bad journalism. One
needs to be more responsible — read and study the
fine print of the complete 161-page report. These
“journalists,” hoping to be first and promulgating
sensationalism, handled this manner the same irre-
sponsible way that they did with the “Westfield
rape” that never happened.

You can obtain the 2010 New Jersey State Police
gang survey report online from the state website, or
see goleader.news/docs.

The data being reported is a survey, not complete
and accurate numbers. Most everyone knows
Plainfield is in serious gang trouble and the data they
report of over 1,000 gang members is a cry for help.

When Westfield reports they believe there are five
gangs with a total of 11 members, not bad we say for
a town of 30,000 people – particularly if the police
know exactly who they are. When Mountainside, a
town of 7,500 people, reports one gang, we’re also
confident the police there know exactly who they are
as well.

Should it be the old saying? — “If you can’t say
anything nice [in this case, correct], then don’t say
anything at all.”

CommentaryCommentaryCommentaryCommentaryCommentary

Worth Pondering
Consider all the money at stake and how neighbor-

hoods could change if the 140 acres of the
Shackamaxon Golf Course were converted to homes.

Demise of Westfield 1785 House
Was Disgraceful and Humiliating

To the dismay of all who appreciate
Westfield’s historic significance, the
Westfield Planning Board approved the
application of developer Michael
Mahoney to demolish 1049 East Broad
Street at its December 6 meeting, as re-
ported in your January 13 issue.

When Mr. Mahoney purchased this
1.4-acre property in 2000, he was granted
permission to subdivide the property af-
ter he promised to carefully move and
restore the 1785 home on this site – and to
build two new homes on the adjacent
property. Unfortunately, there was no
time regulation stipulated, so he built his
two new McMansions and left the his-
toric home to survive the elements for 10
long years, allowing it to become a blight
to the area and to the town.

Last October, he appealed to the plan-
ning board for permission to demolish
this landmark building, declaring it be-
yond restoration after moving it. Ac-
knowledging the outcries of many favor-
ing restoration, the planning board agreed
to seek professional appraisal about the
current condition of the building before
making a determination.

This report was presented at the Dec. 6
meeting, citing it could be restored, but
the cost of restoration would exceed its
market value when completed. The board
ignored the fact that this was caused by
the developer’s neglect and sympathized
with his financial problem, reminding the
audience over and over that this 1785
building is “not historic” (although it was

never officially designated historic, it is
one of the oldest residences in Westfield.)
They also rejected the suggestion that if
the developer was granted demolition
rights, he should be assessed a significant
financial penalty – to be directed to
Westfield Historic Preservation efforts
— for the loss of this landmark site.

Westfielders are justifiably proud of
our rich historic legacy. Vintage homes
such as this are rare, irreplaceable and
deserve appropriate preservation rather
than this disgraceful, humiliating demise.

Betty List
Westfield

Charity Festival Was a Great Success;
Thank You From Firemen’s Union

On behalf of the NJ FMBA Founda-
tion and The St. Barnabas Burn Founda-
tion, I would like to extend a heartfelt
thanks to Westfield’s restaurants and
business owners who without hesitation
supported the first annual Garden State
Cooked and Uncorked Food and Wine
Festival on January 24.

The event raised funds for the St.
Barnabas Burn Center, The Arthur C. Luf
Children’s Burn Camp, Burn prevention
education programs, Autism research, The
Children’s Make A Wish Foundation,
and The Leukemia Society.

The Brick Oven, Lemani Seafood, and
Bovella’s bakery provided food tasting,

along with gift donations from Crumbs
Bakery, 16 Prospect St., Ferraro’s, and
Clyne and Murphy.

It is due in large part that their generous
gifts of time and resources helped make
this a sold out event attended by more
than 700 supporters.

In these dificult times, it is great to see
the generosity of all involved to support
these great causes.

Andrew Stratton
Cranford, Proud NJ FMBA
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