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Union County GOP Honors
Mortimer as Volunteer of Yr.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Glenn
Mortimer, a Mountainside council-
man since 1999, was honored with
the second annual volunteer-of-the-
year award Saturday from the Union
County Republican Committee.

The award focuses on GOP volun-
teer efforts in managing campaigns,
getting out the vote, and participation
in phone banks to voters. Dorothy
Burger of Summit won the honor last
year. The award was presented to the
four-term councilman at a $40 per
person brunch held at L’Affaire Fine
Catering on Route 22 in
Mountainside.

One hundred persons attended the
event including State Senator Tom
Kean, Jr. and Assemblyman
Bramnick, both of Westfield, and
Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz of
Summit, who presented Mr. Mortimer
with Senate and Assembly ceremo-
nial resolutions. Rep. Leonard Lance
(R-7th) was also in an attendance and
presented Mr. Mortimer with a United
States flag that flew over the U.S.
Capitol.

Local mayors Paul Mirabelli of
Mountainside, Nancy Malool of
Scotch Plains, Kathi Fiamingo of
Kenilworth, Joseph Bruno of Berke-
ley Heights, Joseph Accardi of Roselle
Park and Patricia Quattrocchia of
Garwood also attended. Mr. Mortimer
said about 20 people from
Mountainside attended the brunch.

“I am humbled by the honor,” Mr.
Mortimer said.

Mr. Mortimer said he believes the
county organization is in better shape

in county campaign operations in the
past few years.

“We certainly are a lot more orga-
nized than we were,” Mr. Mortimer
said of county GOP campaigns,
pointing to the county operation to
help elect Governor Chris Christie
in 2009. “It’s really not about one
person, it’s a team,” Mr. Mortimer
said.

He said it’s also not just about
elections, but about all the friend-
ships he has made over the years as
an active GOP committee member.
Mr. Mortimer, who serves as con-
stituent services representative for
Mr. Lance, has been serving as
Mountainside’s GOP chairman since
2008. He ran for county freeholder
in 2006.

“My biggest responsibility is get-
ting people to attend county (GOP)
conventions,” Mr. Mortimer said.
Republicans select county candidates
at conventions as well as give the
Union County GOP organization line
for Primary Elections to federal and
state candidates.

Mr. Mortimer thanked his wife,
Joanne, for all her help in working
with him on campaigns, saying its
not easy to wake up a 6 a.m. “to put
out signs and than have them ripped
down.”

Bramnick Supports
Moving Chamber Trip

From Wash. to AC
TRENTON — Assemblyman Jon

Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) said he
supports a plan proposed by Assem-
blyman John Amodeo and Assem-
blyman Vince Polistina (both LD-2,
Northfield) to move the destination
of the annual New Jersey Chamber of
Commerce trip from Washington,
D.C. to Atlantic City.

“Assemblymen Amodeo and
Polistina are right on the money
with their suggestion to move the
Chamber trip from D.C. to A.C.
Their bipartisan proposal will at-
tract business leaders from across
the state to Atlantic City, which
will benefit the local economy,” Mr.
Bramnick said.

Assemblyman Bramnick is a co-
sponsor of AR-70, a resolution that
encourages the Chamber of Com-
merce to change the destination of
their annual “Walk to Washington”
train trip to Atlantic City. The trip
was held last week.

Forum on Consolidating
SP, FW Is Rescheduled

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mounting
efforts to consolidate Scotch Plains
and Fanwood will take another step
further on Wednesday, March 2, when
a public forum will be held to discuss
ways the two towns can save money
by merging, according a spokesman
for Connect New Jersey, a non-parti-
san, which calls itself a “non-profit
organization that is identifying solu-
tions to make Scotch Plains and
Fanwood run more efficiently.”

The meeting scheduled for Janu-
ary 26 was postponed because of the
snow. This will be the second public
presentation on the topic, coordinated
by Courage to Connect New Jersey.

Gina Genovese, the organization’s
executive director and a Democratic
candidate for state Senate in 2007,
made her original presentation on the
topic on October 19.

The March 2 meeting will take
place 7:30 p.m. in the multi-purpose
room at the Brunner Elementary
School, 721 Westfield Road, Scotch

Plains. Admission is free and the pro-
gram is open to the public.

Ms. Genovese said she will be shar-
ing a guidebook that Courage to Con-
nect New Jersey finalized earlier this
month. She said it is a comprehensive
manual that provides step-by-step
measures residents can take to form
municipal consolidation study com-
missions and, ultimately, consolidate
communities.

The event will be hosted by Fred
Lange, a Scotch Plains resident who
coordinated the October 19 event.
Mr. Lange said his ever-increasing
tax bill is the reason he is establishing
a grassroots movement to combine
Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

“Taxes have gone up and we are
paying for duplicate services and in-
efficient negotiations when it comes
to labor,” Mr. Lange said. “We’ve got
to combine municipalities so we have
better purchasing power, not only for
supplies, but for labor too. Combin-
ing towns creates better efficiencies.”

Batement Rips COAH
Amended Legislation
TRENTON –  Republican state Sena-

tor  Chris Bateman (LD-16, Somerville)
has applauded Governor Chris
Christie’s veto of new affordable hous-
ing legislation. “As the original spon-
sor of legislation to end the failed Coun-
cil on Affordable Housing (COAH), I
was appalled the Legislature approved
a new affordable housing boondoggle
even worse than the current
system....Now is the time to get afford-
able housing reform right by abolish-
ing COAH, protecting municipalities
from frivolous lawsuits and heavy
handed state oversight, and protecting
our communities against legally-man-
dated urban sprawl,” Asm. Bateman
said.

Valley Furniture Shop
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 * 908-756-7623 * www.valleyfurnitureshop.com

Monday-Saturday 10-5:30 * Thursday until 9 * Sunday 1-5
Stickley * Henkel Harris * Kindel * D.R. Dimes * Karges * Southwood * E.J. Victor * French Heritage * Hancock & Moore * Harden

EXCEPTIONAL COMFORT  •  NATURAL MATERIALS
TWO-SIDED MATTRESSES  •  HANDCRAFTED QUALITY 

LIMITED TIME ONLY!
We are proud to offer you the bed of your dreams with our exclusive
selection of luxurious, high-quality Shifman mattresses. Since 1893, the fami-
ly-owned Shifman Mattress Company has handcrafted its mattresses in
America using the finest materials, including up to 83 pounds of all-natural
cotton filling. Plus each mattress is two-sided for long-lasting comfort and
value.

IT FEELS SO
GOOD

*Applies to Shifman Ultra Premium sets. Instant Savings on Pillowtop sets: $50 twin, $75 full, $100 queen, $200 king.
Instant Savings on Non-Pillowtop sets: $25 twin, $50 full, $75 queen, $100 king. Consumer must take delivery of bedding by September 1,
2011.

SAVE 35-50%
Plus up to $200*

SLEEPING ON A TWO-SIDED SHIFMAN MATTRESS.

CRYSTAL
SUGG. SALE

TWIN EA.PC. 460 $249
FULL EA.PC. 620 $339
QUEEN SET 1300 $699
KING SET 2150 $1199

JADE
SUGG. SALE

TWIN EA.PC. 620 $339
FULL EA.PC. 790 $429
QUEEN SET 1710 $939
KING SET 2680 $1499

*SATURN
SUGG. SALE SAVING

TWIN EA.PC.1460 $819 $807
FULL EA.PC. 1770 $999 $974
QUEEN SET 3860 $2199 $2124
KING SET 5510 $3099 $2999

*ROYAL COMFORT PT
SUGG. SALE SAVING

TWIN SET 3740 $2149 $2099
FULL SET 4490 $2549 $2474
QUEEN SET 5310 $2999 $2899
KING SET 7120 $3999 $3799

BANCROFT
SUGG. SALE

TWIN EA. PC. 300 $149
FULL EA. PC. 460 $249

Please join us for our 2nd Annual 
Special Needs Symposium

Sunday, February 13 from 12-5 p.m.
at the JCC of Central NJ, 1391 Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains

Keynote presentation by Lindsey Biel, M.A., OTR/L, 

pediatric occupational therapist and coauthor of 

Raising a Sensory Smart Child

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

Kean Supports Reducing
N.J. Corporate Tax Rate

TRENTON — Senate Minority
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21,
Westfield) said that all legislators
concerned about job creation should
support a broad-based reduction in
the corporate tax rate as recently pro-
posed by Governor Christie.

Mr. Kean stated that New Jersey’s
large corporate tax burden is the chief
impediment to sustainable, permanent
job creation. “A corporate tax rate of 9
percent practically shows the door to
employers and the jobs they sustain
and create,” Mr. Kean said.

“One need only look to the closing
of Sony’s Pitman plant to understand
the consequences our state faces should
we fail to act. Three hundred people in
South Jersey employed by that facility
are set to lose their livelihoods be-
cause it is cheaper to do the work in
Indiana. A fact of life in this challeng-
ing economy is that job creators will
move to the lowest cost environment.
If New Jersey chooses not to compete,
we will continue to lose jobs and tal-
ented citizens to other states.”

Governor Christie said he would
propose a reduction in the corporate
tax rate as part of his annual budget
address during a recent interview with
CNBC. Citing cost concerns, Sony
announced earlier this month that it
would close rather than reduce its
workforce at its South Jersey manu-
facturing plant.

The Pitman factory’s operations
will be transferred to a facility in
Terra Haute, Ind. Indiana’s corporate
tax rate is 8.5 percent.

Mr. Kean said that small, targeted
tax incentives do not go far enough in
spurring job creation at a time of
record unemployment.

“With all due respect to the Major-
ity (Democrats), we cannot afford to
think small any longer,” Mr. Kean
continued. “When over 9 percent of
New Jersey workers cannot find a job,
the problem is greater than what can
be solved by tinkering around the edges
with half measures. The business tax
levy is the most significant factor for
employers in determining whether they
will stay here or go elsewhere. It is
time New Jersey get in the game,
make our tax rate more business
friendly, and compete for those jobs.”

Quijano Named Chairman
Of Homeland Security Panel
TRENTON – Assembly Speaker

Sheila Oliver (LD-34, East Orange)
has appointed Assemblywoman
Annette Quijano (LD-20, Elizabeth)
as the new chairwoman of the As-
sembly Homeland Security and State
Preparedness Committee, replacing
retired Assemblyman Frederick
Scalera of Nutley.

 “As a representative of one of our

largest port cities, with proximity to
one of the nation’s busiest airports,
she fully understands the importance
of homeland security to the safety
and well-being of our residents,”
Speaker Oliver said.

Ms. Quijano joined the Assembly
in 2008 and represents the 20th legis-
lative district, which includes Eliza-
beth, one of the state’s largest urban
cities and a major hub of transporta-
tion and commercial activity.

“This is a great honor and I thank the
Speaker for having confidence in my
ability to oversee such an important
committee,” Asw. Quijano said.

 “New Jersey is no stranger to home-
land security threats. This requires a
constant awareness of the changing
world around us and an understanding
of how we can better improve our sys-
tems to protect the people of our state. I
am fully committed to this challenge
and welcome this opportunity,” she said.

Cryan Opposed to Privatizing Tolls
TRENTON – Assembly Majority

Leader Joe Cryan (LD-20, Union)
has opposed Gov. Chris Christie’s
plan to privatize toll collections along
the Parkway and  Turnpike. “We know
all too well, based upon the failed
Republican experiments of the 1990s,
that privatization doesn’t save money
and will lead to poor customer ser-
vice. The more than 850 people who
would lose their job under this scheme
are working class New Jerseyans with

NEWEST ADDITION…Union County Police Lieutenant and bomb squad com-
mander, Rich Puschel, left, explains the capabilities of the county’s new bomb
squads vehicle to Andrew Moran, director of public safety, second from left,
Freeholder Chris Hudak, third from left, and Union County Police Chief Daniel
Vaniska, right.

families who are dedicated to their
jobs.

 Mr. Cryan noted the unions repre-
senting the workers have proposed sig-
nificant savings to Turnpike Authority
commissioners. “The administration
would apparently rather stick to a failed
conservative ideology that will cost
more money, lead to longer lines at the
tolls and bring about inadequate cus-
tomer service, reflecting poorly upon
our state,” Mr. Cryan said.


