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Roselle Mayor Indicted for
Filing False Accident Report
ROSELLE — Roselle Mayor

Garrett Smith, 49, was indicted last
week by a Union County grand jury
for insurance fraud, according to the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office. He
also was charged with filing a false
police report and is accused of leaving
the scene of an accident after hitting a
parked car at 2 a.m. on Locust Avenue
in Roselle on December 25.

The accident severely damaged
both a parked car and Mayor Smith’s
vehicle, authorities said. Pieces of
Smith’s vehicle, a 2001 Lincoln Town
Car, were left at the scene, Union
County Prosecutor Ted Romankow
said. Investigators also obtained vid-
eos from private businesses showing
Smith leaving a local tavern at 2:10
a.m. on Christmas Day, which is a
short distance from where the acci-
dent occurred, Mr. Romankow said.

Officers, who responded to a 2:14
a.m. 9-1-1 call from a private citizen
who witnessed the collision, followed
a trail of automotive fluids that led to
a garage door at Mayor Smith’s home,
Mr. Romankow said.

Officers knocked on the door to the
mayor’s home, but received no reply,
Mr. Romamkow said. The following
day, December 26, according to pros-
ecutors, Mayor Smith moved his car
to in front of his Jackson Street home
during a blizzard.

The mayor later called police to
report that his vehicle had been struck,
alleging that it might have been a
snowplow that caused the damage.
the mayor subsequently notified his
insurance company, New Jersey
Manufacturers Insurance Company,
and reported the fraudulent claim of
$7,918, according to the indictment.

He had several additional conver-
sations with the insurance company
regarding the fraudulent claim in the
following day, authorities said. An
investigation by the UCPO’s Special
Prosecutions Unit, the Roselle Police
Department, the crime scene unit of

the Union County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment and an accident reconstruction
unit from the Linden Police Depart-
ment concluded that Mayor Smith
was responsible for the initial acci-
dent and that his claims to the insur-
ance company were false.

If found guilty of the charges, he
faces up to 10 years in prison and
would be ineligible to hold public
employment in the future.

“Nothing is accomplished by try-
ing to cover up a wrongdoing,” Mr.
Romankow said. “Mr. Smith had the
opportunity to do the right thing from
the beginning by stopping and re-
porting that he was involved in an
accident. He only compounded his
error by lying to the police and his
insurance carrier by falsifying a claim.
As a public servant, the people who
elected him deserve the truth.”

Mayor Smith announced plans on
January 25 to seek a third term, ac-
cording to nj.com.

Councilman-at-Large Jamel
Holley, who announced on January
24 that he was going to enter the
mayor’s race as a candidate, said the
mayor’s arrest was “truly a sad day
for the Borough of Roselle. Garrett
Smith was our
first African-American mayor.”  “My
thoughts are with him and his family.
At a time like this, we
must stand united, heal each other
and renewour effort for a better fu-
ture,” he said.

Roselle Republican Chairman
Roger Stryeski said Roselle residents
should not rush to judgment.

“I believe that the principle of inno-
cent until proven guilty should apply
[and] that a fair and speedy resolution of
this matter take place. Our boro has
gone through enough litigation agony
over the last few years and this has
tinted the political process.  As a recent
victim of a hit-and-run (January 1, 2011),
my sympathy goes out to the anony-
mous victim of the reported accident.”
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Christie Seeks $53 Mil. In
FEMA Aid for Dec. Blizzard
Governor Chris Christie has for-

mally requested a severe winter storm
declaration for financial assistance
from the federal government for the
blizzard that impacted New Jersey
December 26 and 27.

The letter seeks a final declaration
for 15 counties impacted by the storm,
including Union County, and makes a
claim for $53 million in Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency (FEMA)
reimbursement aid, including $13
million for expenses incurred by New
Jersey state government. The state
portion request includes costs incurred
by the Department of Transportation
and the  Turnpike Authority.
Facing Termination from Christie,

PVSA Commissioners Resign
Governor Chris Christie last week

announced he was starting proceed-
ings to remove six of the seven Passaic
Valley Sewerage Authority (PVSA)
Commissioners over a “pattern of
abuse” in which they regularly hired
friends and relatives at the authority.
All six resigned later in the week,
including the mayor of Garfield and
former mayor of Belleville. Kenneth
Lucianin, a Democratic appointee of
former Governor Jon Corzine, was
not asked to resign. The announce-
ment came the heels of Governor
Christie’s demand, outlined by his
chief counsel Jeff Chiesa, that re-
quested each of the commissioners
submit information regarding their
participation in hiring practices and
contract awards at the authority.

The PVSA serves 1.3 million
ratepayers in Bergen, Passaic, Hudson
and Essex counties.

NJ Chamber Holds
Train Trip Despite Snow

Despite another 12 to 18 inches of
snow, the New Jersey State Chamber
of Commerce held its 74th annual
train trip to Washington, D.C. as
scheduled last Thursday. Some 700
people were on the 11 cars of the
chartered Amtrak train which made
stops at Newark, Trenton and Phila-
delphia. A dinner that night was at-
tended by Governor Chris Christie,
state lawmakers as well as the state’s
Congressional delegation.
State Says It Won’t Pay $271 M

To Feds for Cancelled Tunnel
Attorneys for the state have told the

Federal Transit Administration that
New Jersey will not be paying back the
$271 million in federal funds for the
Hudson River tunnel project that the
Governor cancelled this past fall.The
state has argued that New Jersey was
entitled to the money which it chose to
apply to the tunnel project.

Former School Officials
Involved in Lawsuit

Former Montville schools super-
intendent Gary Bowen has filed a
lawsuit against Ofira Bondorowsky,
former Montville schools director of

special services, for libel and inten-
tional infliction of emotional distress
for allegedly bad-mouthing him
through an e-mail, according to a
Asbury Park Press report.

Mr. Bowen is currently acting su-
perintendent of schools. He left the
Montville district in December 2009.

Malone Steps Down From
Assembly Budget Committee
Assemblyman Joe Malone (LD-

30, Bordentown), the top Republican
on the Assembly Budget Committee,
announced his resignation from the
committee as GOP budget officer in
order to focus on his new position as
deputy minority leader. Also resign-
ing from the panel was Assembly-
man David Wolfe (LD-10, Brick).
Assemblymen Gary Chiusano (LD-
24, Sparta) and Anthony M. Bucco
(LD-25, Randolph) have been named
to fill the vacancies.

Ocean County GOP Chairman
Joins Trenton Lobbying Firm
Ocean County Republican Com-

mittee Chairman George Gilmore has
joined The Partners of 1868 Public
Affairs group as its legal counsel,
politickernj.com has reported. He is
a former member of Governor Chris
Christie’s transition team and has been
Ocean GOP chairman since 1996.

According to its website, The Part-
ners list itself as a “full-service gov-
ernment and public affairs firm” with
offices in Trenton and Washington,
D.C. It list the City of Trenton, New-
ark City Council, Comcast, Essex
County Utilities Authority, PSE&G,
the New York Jets, Monmouth County,
MetroStars, Outback Steakhouse,
Passaic County Sewerage Authority,
University of Medicine and Dentistry
(UMDNJ), and Somerset County
Parks Commission among its clients.

Group Says Garrett Supports
Polluters Over Kids’ Health

Heath Care without Harm, which
defines itself as “an international coa-
lition of nearly 500 health care pro-
viders, health advocacy and other
organizations in 52 countries,” last
week accused Rep. Scott Garrett (R-
5th) of supporting polluters over the
health of children. “More than 750,000
New Jersey residents with asthma,
including 192,753 children, are at in-
creased risk of adverse health conse-
quences if Rep. Scott Garrett from
New Jersey is successful in prevent-
ing the U.S. EPA (Environmental Pro-
tection Agency) from updating the
Clean Air Act,” the group said.

 They charged that Rep. Garrett
“has received more than $160,000
from polluters” and that he has co-
sponsored legislation “intended to
prevent the [EPA] from limiting car-
bon pollution…Rep. Garrett has
agreed to co-sponsor one or more of
the bad air bills that (would) abolish
or otherwise block the EPA’s ability
to set standards to protect public
health from air pollution.”

Lance to Hold Town Hall
Meeting In SP on Saturday

WESTFIELD — Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7) is holding three town
hall meetings this week in
Hillsborough, Warren and Scotch
Plains. These events are part of a
series of town hall meetings that the
Congressman plans to hold during
the month of February.

During these gatherings, the Con-
gressman will discuss the important
issues facing Congress and the Ameri-
can people. He will take questions
and share his views on the issues such
as the economy, health care, federal
spending and rising federal debt.

Additionally, members of Mr.
Lance’s staff will be available to assist
residents who are experiencing diffi-
culties with federal agencies, such as
the IRS, Social Security Administra-

tion, Veterans’ Affairs, the State De-
partment or any other federal agency.

The Warren Town hall meeting will
be held Thursday, February 3, from 6
to 8 p.m. in the council chambers of
the Warren Municipal Building, 46
Mountain Boulevard. The Scotch
Plains meeting is this Saturday, Feb-
ruary 5, from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. at the Scotch Plains Municipal
Building, Council Chambers, 430
Park Avenue. The Hillsborough  was
scheduled for last night,February 2.

The events are free and open to the
public. All residents of New Jersey’s
Seventh Congressional District are
encouraged to attend. For more in-
formation,  call Mr. Lance’s district
office at (908) 788-6900 or (908)
518-7733.
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·Lifetime warranty and guaranteed color match

·You don’t come to Park Grove, Joe comes to you

·At home estimating service

·Licensed to work for ALL insurance companies

·24 hour tow and rental cars available

PARK GROVE AUTO BODY

NJ license # ABR03373A  •  Joe & Meme Binko Proprietors

Call us first...one phone call does it all
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with any insurance claim…$350.00 value
Free Complete Auto Detailing

Joe 14 years old 1973

·Claim reporting assistance

·Free pickup and delivery for our Westfield neighbors

... A Different Kind of Body Shop
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207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD
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GOP Lawmakers Call for
Action on Anti-Gang Bills

TRENTON — On the heels of a
report by the New Jersey State Police
showing 45 percent of municipalities
have reported some gang activity in
the past year, Republican Senators
Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21, Westfield),
Sean Kean (LD-11, Wall Twp.), and
Anthony Bucco (LD-25, Denville)
have called for swift consideration of
a package of anti-gang bills pending
before the Senate:

S-420 (Tom Kean), enhances pen-
alties for gang criminality and pro-
moting organized street crime; S-222
(Sean Kean), makes participation in
a criminal street gang a fourth-de-
gree offense (18 months in prison
and/or $10,000 fine) and S-1729
(Bucco), requires membership in a
gang to be considered by the courts
when determining a defendant’s bail.

The State Police’s report showed
that gang activity has been reported
in all 21 New Jersey counties, with
1,575 gang units operating through-
out the state. The Senators said that
there is time on the legislative calen-
dar to pass these bills prior to the

Governor’s budget address on Feb. 22.
“It is imperative that the law en-

forcement community be given the
tools necessary to wage a smarter war
against gang activity. Gang members
are typically remorseless thugs who
will only cease their threats to society
if they are behind bars,” Sen. Tom
Kean said. “My bill enhances penal-
ties for crimes committed by mem-
bers and promoters of street gangs,
lengthening the amount of time the
justice system is able to keep these
individuals locked away.”

Sen. Sean Kean said, “Gang par-
ticipation is increasing across the
country, including New Jersey, at a
discerning rate bringing about drugs,
violence and demoralized neighbor-
hoods. For some towns gang activity
has been prevalent for years and for
others it is a more recent develop-
ment. We need to come together as a
community to end this criminal street
behavior by holding gang members
accountable for their actions and ad-
dressing the issues of why kids join
gangs to begin with.”

New Jersey Hall of Fame
Inductees Told for 2011

TRENTON — Governor Chris
Christie has announced this year’s in-
ductees to the New Jersey Hall of Fame.
A public vote was held last year.

Nominees must have resided in
New Jersey for a period of at least
five years and must have made a
“signature contribution to New Jer-
sey and beyond,” according to the
Hall’s criteria. This year’s inductees
include John Basilone, the only en-
listed marine during World War II to
receive the Medal of Honor, Navy
Cross and Purple Heart. He fought at
both the Battle of Guadalcanal and
Iwo Jima and was recently depicted
in the HBO miniseries “The Pacific.”

Also to be inducted are Tony
Bennett, the legendary singer who
has sold more than 50 million records;
former Governor Brendan Byrne,
author Mary Higgins Clark, Admiral
William “Bull” Halsey, a five-star
Navy Admiral who commanded the
U.S. Third Fleet during World War II;
former Pittsburgh Steelers running
back Franco Harris; the late Leon
Hess, founder of Hess Corporation
and former owner of the New York
Jets; the late New York Giants owner
Wellington Mara; actress Queen
Latifah; legendary jazz guitarist John
“Bucky” Pizzarelli; businesswoman
and television host Martha Stewart,
former Washington Redskins quar-
terback Joe Theisman, and actors John
Travolta and Bruce Willis.

A complete list is available at  http:/
/ w w w . n j h a l l o f f a m e . o r g /
nombios2011.html.

Bramnick Sponsors
Annual Food Drive

WESTFIELD — Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) is
again sponsoring a food drive at his
legislative office to benefit local food
pantries. Donations of non-perish-
able food, such as cereals and canned
goods, can be dropped off at the Dis-
trict 21 office at 251 North Avenue in
Westfield.

Mr. Bramnick encouraged dona-
tions, explaining local pantries pro-
vide food to many emergency shel-
ters and needy residents. Often dur-
ing the winter months the shelves of
the food pantries become empty, he
said.

Along with cereals and canned
goods, other items needed by the
pantries are: rice, pasta, coffee, tea,
peanut butter, jelly, meals in a can,
and powdered milk. Last year resi-
dents from throughout the district
contributed more than 600 pounds of
food to the drive.

Donations will be accepted through
March 25 at the office, which is open
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more information call
(908) 232-2073 or e-mail
asmbramnick@njleg.org.


