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Property Taxes Should Drop
Along With Home Values

James M. Foerst

SCOTCH PLAINS – Is a property
tax appeal right for you?

In the last five years, home values
in Union County have dropped dra-
matically. As the real estate market is
depreciating, your property taxes have
been increasing.

As a taxpayer, you have the right to
appeal your property tax assessment
as a means to reduce your real estate
tax obligations. As a taxpayer con-
sidering an appeal, you should un-

derstand that you must prove that
your home’s assessed value is legally
“unreasonable.”

With a successful tax appeal, your
lowered tax assessment will be set
for the three years, which can amount
to a considerable amount of savings.
The best way to succeed in appealing
your taxes is to present your claim to
the courts through expert tax and
legal advisors with local knowledge.

James M. Foerst is the principal of
Spector Foerst & Associates and has
been assisting families with real es-
tate and tax issues for more than a
decade in our local community. Mr.
Foerst brings with him his experi-
ence with local government and the
municipal budget process.

Save money in this economy. Make
the sale of your home more attrac-
tive. Reduce your long-term expenses
and make it more affordable to stay in
your home. All with lowered taxes.

Tax appeals must be filed by April
1. For more information about tax
appeals, visit www.spectorfoerst.com
and complete the complimentary as-
sessment form to see if you can save
money on your taxes, or get started
with a free consultation by calling
James M. Foerst at (908) 322-4886.
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PEEK-A-BOO...A vehicle appears to wink at its owner from beneath a heavy
covering of snow, making it almost impossible to find, let alone drive.

Courtesy of Peggy Rothbaum
GOOD SAMARITANS...Through the efforts of Furniture Assist, donations of
furniture, appliances and other household items are loaded onto U-haul trucks to
be delivered to area families in need. Furniture Assist accepts donations from
individuals, as well as organizations and deliver it free of charge. Pictured, left to
right, are: Dawson and Sandy Yeoman and Antonio Alexander who generously
volunteer their time to help the cause. To donate to Furniture Assist or for more
information visit furnitureassist.com or email info@furnitureassist.com.

“These guys are just going to come
in and give some rinky-dink report
and you are going to do what you
want or what you are told to want,”
Mr. Bury said.

“If you’re going to put the ice skat-
ing there, why the feasibility study?”
added Garwood resident Bruce Pater-
son. “Either you’re going to put the
ice-skating rink there or you are not.
It’s an easy decision. You don’t need
to spend $17,000 to come up with a
yes or no answer.”

Mr. Bury disputed financial esti-
mates on the county’s golf operations
that they made a $140,000 profit in
2010. He said numbers obtained by
the Union County Watchdog Asso-
ciation did not include expenses for
the new driving range at Galloping
Hill; $168,000 paid to one law firm
for legal expenses incurred for pro-
cessing liquor licenses and other le-
gal work for the golf courses, or an
$800,000 payment to KemperSports
for construction management.

He also said employee fringe ben-
efits were calculated differently be-
tween 2009 and 2010 and payment to
KemperSports for construction man-
agement was not included.

“So adding all this in, the golf
operations lost a million (dollars) and
probably more during the year,” Mr.
Bury claimed. “The golf operation
really is losing a ton of money since
Oak Ridge (closed).”

And looking at Oak Ridge, Mr.
Bury said expenses, comparing 2007
to 2008, showed costs were “allo-
cated proportionally among the three
golf courses.” He said utilities costs
were listed at $600,000 in 2008, of
which $200,000 was for Oak Ridge.
He said that line item was zero in 2007.

On the revenue side, he said, the
$600,000 anticipated for the new driv-
ing range “turned out to be $310,000”
in 2010.

“It looks like these phony numbers
caused you to close Oak Ridge for no

particular reason,” Mr. Bury said.
In response to those accusations,

Al Faella, director of parks and recre-
ation, told The Westfield Leader, “Our
numbers are right and they are accu-
rate and we stand behind them.”

Mr. Sanchez said the golf courses
were mismanaged for over three de-
cades. Kathy Villaggio, who handles
finances and long-term capital
projects for the department, said that
when Oak Ridge was an 18-hole golf
course, its management was using
city water instead of well water.

“You can’t begin to think what
those water bills were like,” Mr.
Sanchez said. “To upgrade it from
city water to well, it’s a $2- to $3-
million project.”

Tina Renna of Cranford requested
a complete financial accounting for
MusicFest for 2008-2010, including
expenses and revenues. She claimed
$250,000 has not been accounted for
from last year’s festival.

“Going forward, there should be
more accounting for the MusicFest,”
said Mrs. Renna. “Over a million
dollars is being spent and it is really
not transparent at all.”

Mrs. Renna also questioned
whether the hiring of Union County
Assistant Counsel Norman Albert as
part-time prosecutor in Cranford vio-
lates county rules.

County Counsel Robert Barry said
assistant county counsels “are per-
mitted to have a private practice as
long as it does not interfere with their
full-time responsibilities in the Of-
fice of County Counsel.”

Mr. Barry said Cranford holds
municipal court Wednesday nights,
and thus does not interfere with Mr.
Albert’s day job or availability at
freeholder meetings if needed, which
are Thursday nights. Mr. Barry said
Mr. Albert would use his county va-
cation time should he be needed to
testify during municipal trials during
daytime hours.
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Ice Rink

TOP VOLUNTEER…Mountainside Councilman Glenn Mortimer, right, holds
up a Congressional resolution presented to him by Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th),
left, for being named Union County Republican Committee Volunteer of the
Year. Also pictured is Mr. Mortimer’s wife, Joanne. See story on page 3.
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Freeholder
trict, located off Route 22.

According to a statement issued
Friday afternoon by the township,
“The development of the
Shackamaxon Golf and Country Club
property by a developer for residen-
tial housing would serve only to ex-
acerbate an already overburdened
school system and further tax exist-
ing municipal services and infrastruc-
ture already stretched to capacity.”

Mayor Malool said the property is
currently zoned for single-family
homes, one acre in size. She said
once the township council is desig-
nated as the town’s redevelopment
agency, any proposals for
Shackamaxon would have to be ap-
proved by the agency. The process
will be brought before the planning
board, which has been instructed to
“examine the viability of relocation
sites,” including Shackamaxon, for
the town hall and library. If they agree
with the township, the council would
then hire a professional planner to
create a redevelopment plan.

“I’m concerned on what could be
developed there and its impact on our
infrastructure, particularly our
schools,” Mayor Malool told The
Times.

Councilman Kevin Glover told The
Times the township and its residents
need “full disclosure” and “transpar-
ency” regarding the development of
the largest downtown property.

“This (sale of Shackamaxon) was
moving at light speed. We needed to
slow it down,” Mr. Glover said. He
said while he favors helping the down-
town business climate while creating
additional commercial tax ratables,
any plan must make financial sense
for the township to go forward.

Sources have said the club’s debt is
in excess of $8 million.

Roselle Golf Club, a nine-hole
course located on 58 acres off Raritan
Road in Roselle dating to 1917, has
an agreement to sell its property to
developer M.L. Ehrlich, who plans to
build 1,600 apartment units. The sale
agreement is contingent on develop-
ment of the land for housing.

The club’s attorney, John Schmidt
of Lindabury, McCormick,

Estabrook, and Copper, P.C., of
Westfield, told The Times the club
made the decision to sell due to de-
clining membership and a high tax
rate. He said membership has
dwindled from 175 members when
he joined in 1998 to 109, today “and
the club has not been able to bring in
new blood.”

Mr. Schmidt said unlike other golf
clubs in the area, which are taxed as
golf properties, Roselle pays approxi-
mately $320,000 per year in taxes
under a residential tax base. “We
have been forced to sell because the
taxes are just overbearing,” he said.
“[The club] is taxed as though it was
residential housing.”

Mr. Schmidt said the borough’s
planning board has recommended that
the developer’s application be reduced
to 700 housing units. The property,
located across the street from Roselle
Catholic High School, is currently
zoned for single-family housing.

The attorney said the club’s appli-
cation is now back before the Roselle
Borough Council for final consider-
ation on rezoning the property for
multi-housing units.

Mr. Schmidt said the council is not
bound by the planning board’s deci-
sion, but he does not expect a council
decision until after the June Demo-
cratic Primary Election. If the coun-
cil approves a zoning change, the
next step would be to submit a site
plan application before the planning
board.

Union County closed Oak Ridge
Golf Club in Clark two years ago,
saying it was running a $400,000
deficit, and hired Illinois-based
KemperSports to run the two remain-
ing courses, Galloping Hill in
Kenilworth and Ash Brook in Scotch
Plains.

The county is building a new
40,000-square-foot, 300-person ban-
quet facility at Galloping Hill, which
Armando Sanchez, director of golf
operations for the county, said will
open in 2012. Bids are due on the
banquet hall and an education center
on February 11. The county has also
built a $2.3-million driving range at
the golf course.

Anthony J. Scutti,
Former Chief, Dies

WESTFIELD -- Former Westfield
Police Chief Anthony J. Scutti died
on Tuesday at his home.

Mr. Scutti had been a member of
the Westfield Police Department for
over 41 years, beginning as a patrol-
man in 1959. He was appointed Po-
lice Chief in 1986. During his years
with the police department, he served
the community by re-establishing the
Neighborhood Watch Program, in-
troducing a Retail Theft Program for
the local merchants and establishing
a bicycle patrol unit.

Additionally, Mr. Scutti served as
president of the Union County and
the New Jersey State Associations of
Chiefs of Police. He was also active
in the Westfield UNICO chapter and
was named its Man of the Year in
1990.

The Westfield Rotary in 2000 pre-
sented him with the Charles P. Bailey
Humanitarian Award.

Arrangements are under the direc-
tion of the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
See obituary on page 6.

opment” while supporting the revital-
ization of the business community, voted
in favor of the resolution.

Councilman Michael Marcus voted
against the resolution because he was
displeased that the public had not been
provided with ample opportunity to be-
come better informed about the concept
before the council took action on Tues-
day. He failed in an attempt to table the
resolution, a move backed by Mr. Glover
but opposed by the mayor, Mrs. DePaola
and Mr. Vastine.

Partly in response to Mr. Marcus’
desire for additional time to digest the
proposal, Mayor Malool pointed to a
new state regulation — the Time of
Decision Rule — that, as of May, will
forbid a municipality from rezoning an
area once an application to develop it
has been filed with a local land use
board. She explained that the township
council, in essence, only has three
months to act on the Shackamaxon prop-
erty before its hands will be tied if a
developer files a development applica-
tion. The planning board, she added,
faces time constraints due to how legal
noticing of its deliberations and public
hearings are filed, meaning that the ear-
liest the board will be able to start work
on the Shackamaxon proposal will be
February 21.

Mountainside Council
Reviews Snow Budget

By MANDY L. RUSSELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The snow re-
moval budget was a topic of discus-
sion at Tuesday night’s borough coun-
cil meeting. The meeting itself was
abbreviated due to the ice storm un-
derway that evening.

This winter has been a more expen-
sive one than past New Jersey winters,
and snow removal does not come with-
out a cost, it was noted during discus-
sions. Since January 1, Mountainside
has expended more than $123,000 in
snow removal costs and has outstand-
ing salt bills estimated at $31,000.

“There is really no way around it,”
Mayor Paul Mirabelli said. “It has
been a difficult winter for everyone
and snow removal is just part of it. We
are not the only ones paying for it,” he
added.

The mayor told the council that the
hit won’t seem as bad with the help of
the reserve money the borough have
left over from previous winters where
they did not use it, or it was not needed.
The mayor confirmed that they had
$68,000 in reserve from previous years.

Last week the plow trucks had to go
back out and move some of the snow
piles out of the way. They cut down
piles that were angled too high inter-
sections so they did not create a driv-
ing hazard.

“If we get much more snow, I don’t
know where the trucks are going to put
it all. We are beginning to run out of
room,” Mayor Mirabelli said.

In other news, the council agreed to
continue to donate $300 to the annual
Governor Livingston High School
Project Graduation. The program funds
a party for all the graduating seniors
where buses shuttle the students to a
party where there is no drugs or alco-
hol present. The students are brought

back around 5 a.m. from the event.
This program was started to help pre-
vent students from abusing drugs or
alcohol on graduation night, and to
eliminate the presence of those sub-
stances.

The council also agreed that they
would contribute their financial por-
tions of the fireworks funding for this
year’s Fourth of July event. The money
is needed before April. Mayor
Mirabelli told the council that, “pay-
ing up front allows for a better show.”
The council is set to contribute $15,000
to the fireworks this year.

The Mountainside Board of Educa-
tion invited Mayor Mirabelli and mem-
bers of the council to attend their next
BOE meeting. The mayor encouraged
members of the council to attend to
show support and listen to what is
going on in their community’s school
system.

“It will look good if we are there,”
Mayor Mirabelli encouraged his fel-
low council members.

The council also authorized a grant
agreement with the Department of
Human Services Division of Planning
for a Municipal Drug Alliance Grant
in the amount of $15,769.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FANCY FACADE...The entry of a residence on Westfield Road in Scotch Plains
is decorated for Valentine’s Day, adding a welcome burst of color to an otherwise
gray winter landscape.
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