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County Hires Consultant
To Study Ice Rink Proposal

Scotch Plains Council Debates
Appointments, Many Issues

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BLANKET OF SNOW...Commuters who parked at the Fanwood Train Station had to dig out their cars at the end of the
day after yet another snow storm hit the area January 26.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council haggled over possible
appointments at its conference meet-
ing on Tuesday evening, with formal
action on the bulk of them not ex-
pected until later this month at the
earliest.

A variety of appointments were
being considered, from public de-
fender and risk manager to health
insurance broker and township plan-
ner. A consensus appeared to be
reached to name Casey Woodruff to
the defender’s position. And, after
much discussion about whether the
council was rushing the appointment
process, Maser Associates was named
township planner for this year. Its
initial work will center on rezoning
requests. The thrust of its efforts is
likely to be — if the municipal gov-
ernment moves forward on redevel-
oping the Shackamaxon property —
handling the complexities involved
in designating that and other proper-
ties as Areas in Need of Redevelop-
ment.

An effort to appoint Pinnacle In-
surance as township risk manager
was sidelined after township attor-
ney Jeffrey Lehrer raised concerns
about the propriety of naming Pin-
nacle given that Rich Duthie, a mem-
ber of the township zoning board of
adjustment, is employed by Pinnacle;
Mr. Duthie participated in Pinnacle’s
presentation last month when the
council was interviewing prospec-
tive risk managers for 2011.

Mr. Lehrer said the question to
consider was whether Mr. Duthie
“used his position [as a zoning board
member] to secure a position [as risk
manager]?”

The council was split as it dis-
cussed the matter, with Councilman
William Vastine saying he had not
heard any references during the inter-
view process to any quid pro quo on
Mr. Duthie’s part or any indication
that he was seeking to take advantage
of his zoning board position. Deputy
Mayor Mary DePaola agreed and fa-
vored appointing Pinnacle.

Councilman Kevin Glover, though,
said he was “troubled” by the earlier
discussions with Pinnacle, which he
considered to have the least experi-
ence in the risk management arena of
all the applicants for the position.
Councilman Michael Marcus said he
thought Pinnacle was better suited to
serve as health insurance broker.

Mayor Nancy Malool said it was
“not easy to ignore an issue brought
up by the township attorney,” and
asked Mr. Lehrer, before the council
takes formal action on the appoint-
ment, to research whether other mu-

nicipalities have faced similar situa-
tions.

The council also failed to come to
an agreement on whether to secure
the services of Jersey Professional
Management (JPM) to act as facilita-
tor, as its has done for the past de-
cade, for the shared services coordi-
nating council that is comprised of
the municipal governments from
Scotch Plains and Fanwood and the
joint board of education.

Several council members expressed
some concern about securing JPM’s
services in the wake of some disap-
pointments over the firm’s handling
of the separate shared service study
that concluded just over a year ago.
Disputes arose over additional pay-
ments that JPM sought.

Mayor Malool emphasized that the
study dispute should be viewed as
distinct from JPM’s shared services
council efforts, which she defended
as having “produced quite a few
meaningful partnerships” over the
past 10 years. She said Fanwood and
the board of education both “see
value” in retaining JPM at an annual
cost of $2,200 from each of the three
entities. The mayor said she didn’t
want to “ruin the relationship” among
the three entities and feared that by
not continuing to use JPM’s facilita-
tor services, which she strongly de-
fended, the relationship will “dwindle
away.”

In other business, Police Chief
Brian Mahoney briefed the council
on a speed limit reduction proposal
on Cooper Road and a traffic study at
the intersection of Route 22 and
Glenside Avenue. After receiving
complaints from residents and mo-
torists and in a nod to what Mr.

Mahoney said were “short site dis-
tances” and a narrow roadway, the
police department is seeking approval
from the council to lower the speed
limit on Cooper Road from 35 to 25
miles per hour.

Most of the council backed the
proposal, but Councilman Glover said
he wondered whether a lower speed
limit on Cooper would result in more
drivers using nearby Raritan Road,
where the speed limit is 40 miles per
hour, thus adding to the traffic on the
latter roadway.

Mr. Mahoney said the township
has been in talks with Union County
about lowering the speed limit on
Raritan Road, which is a county thor-
oughfare. Mr. Glover said he favored
holding off on lowering the Cooper
Road speed until the Raritan Road
speed limit is addressed. The rest of
the council favored the Cooper Road
speed reduction, but Mayor Malool
urged the police to pursue a similar
reduction on Raritan Road as well.

Calling the Route 22-Glenside
Avenue intersection a “problematic
intersection” that has been the site
of several fatal car accidents over
the years, Mr. Mahoney said there
were several options to improve the
flow of traffic from the Glenside
Avenue feeder road and the jug
handle across the highway towards
Mountain Avenue. He said left turn
restrictions onto the eastbound lanes
of Route 22 were one option, with
cars being directed instead to cross
the highway and turn-left at Moun-
tain Avenue in order to proceed to
eastbound Route 22. Better lane
markings on the roadway and in-
creased signage for drivers were also
mentioned as options.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SOUL SURVIVOR...A lone student makes her way down an empty Park Avenue
during the January 26 afternoon storm. At 3:30 p.m., the streets were empty as
residents took refuge inside to avoid the afternoon mix of rain and snow.

Scotch Plains Council Reacts to
Sale of Shackamaxon, Development

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Reacting to
the planned sale of Shackamaxon
Country Club, the municipal govern-
ment will investigate the possibility
of relocating several municipal fa-
cilities on the north side of the town-
ship — including the municipal build-
ing, the library and the public works
department – to the golf course prop-
erty on the south side. Several zoning
and other land use changes would be
considered for implementing the pro-
posal. The 145-acre Shackamaxon
Country Club property is located be-
tween Lamberts Mill Road and
Martine Avenue.

The township council at its confer-
ence meeting on Tuesday passed a
resolution asking the planning board

to look into whether the land on which
the municipal building, the library,
the public works department and the
95-year-old country club currently
sit should be designated as Areas in
Need of Redevelopment and whether
it would be viable to relocate the
township buildings at the
Shackamaxon property, which is cur-
rently zoned as an R-1 residential zone.

Relocating the 37-year-old munici-
pal building from its Park Avenue
location and then selling that land so
that it could be developed for com-
mercial use would result in a large
tract of property available in the cen-
tral business district. Over the years,
there have been calls from some quar-
ters to move the municipal building
out of the downtown business district
in order to allow further commercial

development to take place in the cen-
tral business district.

Both the library on Bartle Avenue
and the public works building on
Plainfield Avenue are older struc-
tures, with the library outgrowing its
present facility and the public works
facility in need of renovations.

Mayor Nancy Malool told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times ear-
lier this week that the council wants
to “protect what’s going to happen”
at the Shackamaxon property. The
concern is that the property could be
sold to a developer who could build
close to 100 homes that would tax an
already-crowded school system and
an overburdened and financially-
strapped township government.
(Please see the letter on page 5.)

The mayor on Tuesday emphasized
that the resolution, which passed on a
4-to-1 vote, is “just the first step in
many steps.” She pointed out that the
public will have opportunities to pro-
vide comment on the proposal as the
planning board  investigates the mat-
ter. Also, the public will have an
opportunity to provide input before
the township council if the board
ultimately recommends moving for-
ward with such a project.

The council spent more than an
hour discussing the resolution, with
the mayor saying that the governing
body would be “irresponsible” if it
allowed the Shackamaxon property
to be sold to a developer. Councilman
William Vastine called it a “once in a
generation opportunity,” and agreed
that an estimated 96 new homes that
could be built would “overwhelm”
the local school district.

Councilman Kevin Glover, while
initially expressing a desire for the
community to be further informed
about the concept and a wish that the
council not “rush” the process, ended
up voting to authorize the planning
board to move ahead with its investi-
gation because of what he said was a
“need to focus on the big picture. I
don’t want to miss this opportunity.”

Deputy Mayor Mary DePaola, say-
ing it was important to her to “safe-
guard our residents from overdevel-

Towns Concerned Over Sale
Of Area Golf Courses

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Facing a combination of
declining membership and increased
debt, two private golf courses in Union
County are on the selling block and
may be converted to housing devel-
opments.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
has learned that Shackamaxon Golf
and Country Club, located on
Shackamaxon Drive in Scotch Plains,
has received at least five bids for its
145-acre property including at least
one from a developer. The club hired
Troon Golf, a private golf course
management entity, last year to man-
age the golf course. According to the
New Jersey Tax Assessors’ website,
the club paid $254,000 in property
taxes to Scotch Plains last year.

Shackamaxon General Manager
Rich Riffle confirmed the property is
for sale, but declined to respond to
further questions, referring all inquir-
ies to Rob Schwartz, the club’s presi-
dent, who did not return a call to The
Times. The club dates back to 1916.

Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool
said the township is taking steps to

look at whether the site could be-
come the new home for the township
municipal building on Park Avenue
and library on Bartle Avenue, thus
freeing that space up for redevelop-
ment of the township’s business dis-

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FINAL ROUND...The fate of the 145-acre property currently owned by
Shackamaxon Golf and County Club is the topic of much debated discussion.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IN SESSION...Pictured, left to right, Councilman Kevin Glover, Mayor Nancy
Malool and Deputy Mayor Mary DePaola discuss the issues at Tuesday’s Scotch
Plains Township Council meeting.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders last
week hired Rink Management Cor-
poration of Mechanicsville, Va., at
$17,800, to perform a feasibility study
for building a new ice-skating rink at
Oak Ridge Park in Clark.

The county is looking to construct
a new rink at Oak Ridge Park to
replace the Warinanco Rink in Roselle
as part of its master plan for the park.
Officials have said Warinanco would
need $5 to $10 million in mainte-
nance improvements to continue as a
rink.

Rink Management promotes itself
as the largest operator of ice-skating
facilities in the country. It operates
facilities in Dallas, Houston, Provi-
dence, R.I., Lancaster and York, Pa.,
as well as Newburgh, N.Y. Its only
facility in New Jersey is Ski Campgaw
in Mahwah.

County officials are looking for the
study to be completed in a few months.
The rink is part of the Oak Ridge Park
master plan. The county has bud-
geted $6 million in its capital budgets
through 2012 for the Oak Ridge plan.

“When we put the rink in there
(Oak Ridge), now it becomes some-
thing that can sustain itself for the
next 20 or 30 years. It’s going to bring
money back to the operations. It can
be a profit center (for the county),”
said Armando Sanchez, director of
golf operations.

He said the county’s goal is to hire
an outside management firm to man-
age the rink’s operation, similar to
Illinois-based KemperSports, which
was brought in last year to manage
the county’s two golf courses.

Mr. Sanchez said Rink’s proposal
was one of five bids received, which
ranged up to $35,000. Two of the bids
were dismissed for not meeting the
requirements of the county’s request
for proposals (RFP).

At last week’s meeting, several
county residents said they did not see
the need for the feasibility study.

Kenilworth resident John Bury re-
sponded, “It seems that you have
already decided. I don’t see much use
for that (feasibility study).”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8


