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I can help you get the coverage you need.
People  who  switched  to  Allstate  saved
money  and  got  more  protection.  Which
means  they’re  better  prepared  for  the
mayhem  that  can  happen  everywhere.  So
don’t wait! Call me today.

Proud sponsor of our local youth athletics.

Ron Bansky
(908) 301-0711
 
519 South Ave West
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com

Coverage  and  savings  based  on  policy  features  selected  and  are  subject  to  terms,  conditions  and
availability.   Allstate  New  Jersey  Property  and  Casualty  Insurance  Company:  Northbrook,  IL.  ©  2010
Allstate Insurance Company

WAX OFFER
FOR FIRST  TIME GUEST

*

CALL NOW TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATION! 520 North Avenue Garwood, NJ 07027
(Across From Shop Rite)

www.waxcenter.com

*Ask For Details

908.789.1515

This Is Westfield A MUST for businesses and
organizations in the region.

Coming in May • Make your advertising reservations now • 908-232-4407 • sales@goleader.com • Details are online: goleader.com/tiw
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Photo courtesy of Jennifer Schildge
LABOR OF LOVE...Westfield kids take a moment to pose with a happy addition
to their pack after taking advantage of the piles of snow to make a life-size
snowman.

Photo courtesy of George Rogers
PLAY TIME...Area children enjoy the snow at Echo Lake Park last Thursday as
schools were closed for the second snow day of the school year.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SCOOP, DUMP, REPEAT...The Westfield Department of Public Works re-
moves piles of snow from the north side train station parking lot. The snow is
dumped at the Westfield Conservation Center, as well as local parks, which are
becoming filled to capacity.

Courtesy of Peggy Rothbaum
GOOD SAMARITANS...Through the efforts of Furniture Assist, donations of
furniture, appliances and other household items are loaded onto U-haul trucks to
be delivered to area families in need. Furniture Assist accepts donations from
individuals, as well as organizations, and deliver it free of charge. Pictured, left
to right, are: Dawson and Sandy Yeoman and Antonio Alexander, who gener-
ously volunteer their time to help the cause. To donate to Furniture Assist or for
more information, visit furnitureassist.com or e-mail info@furnitureassist.com.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
BLANKET OF SNOW...Commuters who parked at the Fanwood Train Station
had to dig out their cars at the end of the day after yet another snow storm hit the
area January 26.

Photo courtesy of Raymond Lord
SNOW STOPPING HIM...Residents and downtown employees are finding it
difficult to navigate the meters and pay stations in town. This Westfield Parking
Enforcement officer shares that sentiment as he finds it difficult to reach the
meter.

said while he favors helping the down-
town business climate while creating
additional commercial tax ratables,
any plan must make financial sense
for the township to go forward.

Sources have said the club’s debt is
in excess of $8 million.

Roselle Golf Club, a nine-hole
course located on 58 acres off
Raritan Road in Roselle dating to
1917, has an agreement to sell its
property to developer M.L. Ehrlich,
who plans to build 1,600 apartment
units. The sale agreement is contin-
gent on development of the land for
housing.

The club’s attorney, John Schmidt
of Lindabury, McCormick,
Estabrook, and Copper, P.C., of
Westfield, told The Leader the club
made the decision to sell due to de-
clining membership and a high tax
rate. He said membership has
dwindled from 175 members when
he joined in 1998 to 109 today, “and
the club has not been able to bring in
new blood.”

Mr. Schmidt said unlike other golf
clubs in the area, which are taxed as
golf properties, Roselle pays approxi-
mately $320,000 per year in taxes
under a residential tax base. “We
have been forced to sell because the
taxes are just overbearing,” he said.
“[The club] is taxed as though it was
residential housing.”

Mr. Schmidt said the borough’s
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Sale of Golf Courses

pedestrian crossing signal. He also told
the mayor that his letter in last week’s
The Westfield Leader “missed the point.”
When Mayor Skibitsky asked Mr.
Kasko if he would answer some ques-
tions, Mr. Kasko replied that he would
“do so with (his own) counsel.”

Resident Douglas Miller suggested
that the town require everyone to
remove their cars from the streets
during snow emergencies to allow
for plowing. He said that in some
areas, where cars were plowed in,
there are now ice conditions. Mr.
Miller suggested that, due to the nar-
rowness of some streets created by
all the snow, the town should imple-
ment one-side-of-the- street parking.

First Ward Councilman Frank
Arena said that the council’s public
works committee is looking into those
issues, but said that it would be diffi-
cult to implement in some areas near
apartments, where there is no place
for residents to move their cars.
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WF Council
The council also agreed that it would

contribute its financial portions of the
fireworks funding for this year’s Fourth
of July event. The money is needed
before April. The sooner officials pay,
the better deal they get. Mayor
Mirabelli told the council that, “pay-
ing up front allows for a better show.”
The council is set to contribute $15,000
to the fireworks this year.

The Mountainside Board of Edu-
cation invited Mayor Mirabelli and
members of the council to attend its
next BOE meeting. The mayor en-
couraged members of the council to
attend to show support and listen to
what is going on in their community’s
school system.

“It will look good if we are there,”
Mayor Mirabelli encouraged.

The council also authorized a grant
agreement with the Department of
Human Services Division of Plan-
ning for a Municipal Drug Alliance
Grant in the amount of $15,769.
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MS Council planning board has recommended that
the developer’s application be reduced
to 700 housing units. The property,
located across the street from Roselle
Catholic High School, is currently
zoned for single-family housing.

The attorney said the club’s appli-
cation is now back before the Roselle
Borough Council for final consider-
ation on rezoning the property for
multi-housing units.

Mr. Schmidt said the council is
not bound by the planning board’s
decision, but he does not expect a
council decision until after the June
Democratic Primary Election. If the
council approves a zoning change,
the next step would be to submit a
site plan application before the plan-
ning board.

The county closed Oak Ridge Golf
Club in Clark two years ago, saying it
was running a $400,000 deficit, and
hired Illinois-based KemperSports to
run the two remaining courses, Gal-
loping Hill in Kenilworth and Ash
Brook in Scotch Plains.

The county is building a new
40,000-square-foot, 300-person ban-
quet facility at Galloping Hill, which
Armando Sanchez, director of golf
operations for the county, said will
open in 2012. Bids are due on the
banquet hall and an education center
on February 11. The county has also
built a $2.3-million driving range at
the golf course.

“If you’re going to put the ice skat-
ing there, why the feasibility study?”
added Garwood resident Bruce Pater-
son. “Either you’re going to put the
ice-skating rink there or you are not.
It’s an easy decision. You don’t need
to spend $17,000 to come up with a
yes or no answer.”

Mr. Bury disputed financial esti-
mates on the county’s golf operations
that they made a $140,000 profit in
2010. He said numbers obtained by
the Union County Watchdog Asso-
ciation did not include expenses for
the new driving range at Galloping
Hill; $168,000 paid to one law firm
for legal expenses incurred for pro-
cessing liquor licenses and other le-
gal work for the golf courses, or an
$800,000 payment to KemperSports
for construction management.

He also said employee fringe ben-
efits were calculated differently be-
tween 2009 and 2010 and payment to
KemperSports for construction man-
agement was not included.

“So adding all this in, the golf
operations lost a million (dollars) and
probably more during the year,” Mr.
Bury claimed. “The golf operation
really is losing a ton of money since
Oak Ridge (closed).”

Looking at Oak Ridge, Mr. Bury
said expenses, comparing 2007 to
2008, showed costs were “allocated
proportionally among the three golf
courses.” He said utilities costs were
listed at $600,000 in 2008, of which
$200,000 was for Oak Ridge. He said
that line item was zero in 2007.

On revenue, he said, the $600,000
anticipated for the new driving range
“turned out to be $310,000” in 2010.

“It looks like these phony numbers
caused you to close Oak Ridge for no
particular reason,” Mr. Bury said.

In response to those accusations,
Al Faella, director of parks and recre-
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County Ice Skating
ation, told The Westfield Leader, “Our
numbers are right and they are accu-
rate and we stand behind them.”

Mr. Sanchez said the golf courses
were mismanaged for over three de-
cades. Kathy Villaggio, who handles
finances and long-term capital
projects for the department, said that
when Oak Ridge was an 18-hole golf
course, its management was using
city water instead of well water.

“You can’t begin to think what
those water bills were like,” Mr.
Sanchez said. “To upgrade it from
city water to well, it’s a $2- to $3-
million project.”

Tina Renna of Cranford requested
a complete financial accounting for
MusicFest for 2008-2010, including
expenses and revenues. She claimed
$250,000 has not been accounted for
from last year’s festival.

“Going forward, there should be
more accounting for the MusicFest,”
said Mrs. Renna. “Over a million
dollars is being spent and it is really
not transparent at all.”

Mrs. Renna also questioned
whether the hiring of Union County
Assistant Counsel Norman Albert as
part-time prosecutor in Cranford vio-
lates county rules.

County Counsel Robert Barry said
assistant county counsels “are per-
mitted to have a private practice as
long as it does not interfere with their
full-time responsibilities in the Of-
fice of County Counsel.”

Mr. Barry said Cranford holds
municipal court Wednesday nights,
and thus does not interfere with Mr.
Albert’s day job or availability at
freeholder meetings if needed, which
are Thursday nights. Mr. Barry said
Mr. Albert would use his county va-
cation time should he be needed to
testify during municipal trials during
daytime hours.

Photo courtesy of Suzanne Taylor
PEEK-A-BOO...A vehicle appears to wink at its owner from beneath a heavy
covering of snow, which made it almost impossible to find, let alone drive, your car.

WF Fire Dept. Reports 83 Storm-Related Cases
WESTFIELD – As of noon yester-

day, Wednesday, February 2, the
Westfield Fire Department had re-
sponded to 83 storm-related incidents.
Calls started coming in shortly after 5
a.m. Three homes suffered structural
damage from trees falling onto the
dwellings. Terrace Place was hit very

hard when a large maple tree came
down, bringing down two utility poles
and power lines and leaving eight homes
on the block without power. Many town
roads remain closed due to downed
trees and wires. Approximately 48 resi-
dents remain without power, according
to Fire Chief Daniel Kelly.


