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the new and improved you.
A few years ago, my resolution

was to meet a new person every day
of the year. I called my plan “365
New Friends.” You might think that
sounds easy, but believe me, it is not.
Ask my friends and family who were
reluctantly forced to witness me awk-
wardly introduce myself to gas sta-
tion attendants, bartenders and wait-
ers. We have all had a waiter intro-
duce himself or herself to us at a
restaurant, but how many times have
you introduced yourself back? Ex-
actly.

My kids were forced to accom-
pany me on outings when it got to be
9 p.m. and I still had not met some-
one new. Late night trips to the gro-
cery store, or worse, 7-11 where I
would conjure up ways to evoke an
introduction without seeming like a
total weirdo. I remember laughing
hysterically the whole ride home
remembering the look on my
“victim’s” face after they were
“resolutionized.”

Although I didn’t end up with 365
new friends, I can report that I did
meet a new person every day until

WHS Grad Finds Inspiration in
Friend, and Local Monuments

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Tara Criscuolo,
Westfield High School (WHS) Class
of 2010, and a sophomore at The
College of New Jersey found inspi-
ration for her Black and White Film
course final project practically in
her own back yard.

Tara’s project entitled “External
Displays of Patriotism,” most of
which she shot locally over her
Thanksgiving break, focuses on sev-
eral iconic Westfield monuments.
Using 35 mm film, and a camera
from 1980, Tara was not only re-
sponsible for taking the photos, but
developing and printing them her-
self as well.

“The project required us to turn
in eight to 10 photographs,” Tara
told The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. “I
turned in 12 [photos] in different
sizes and different layouts.” She
stated that she had a significant
amount of subject matter to choose
from including the World War II
monument, local firefighters, as
well as the 9/11 Monument.

Tara, who is majoring in Com-
munication with a minor in Photog-
raphy and Marketing, first became
interested in photography her se-
nior year at Westfield High School.
Tara credits friend and WHS soft-
ball teammate, Emily Tebbetts, with
fostering her love of photography.

Tara stated that Emily, WHS Class
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DISPLAYS OF TALENT…Tara Criscuolo, a sophomore at The College of New
Jersey and graduate of Westfield High School, Class of 2010, stopped by The
Leader/Times office on Tuesday to share her patriotic photographs.
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of 2009, shaved her head in No-
vember of 2010 in an effort to raise
money for the Susan G. Komen
foundation in honor of her mother’s
decade long battle with breast can-
cer. Emily artistically documented

her act of solidarity in photographs,
which Tara said inspired her.

What started as a hobby, quickly
became a passion for Tara. She will
continue next semester with Pho-
tography II.

Westfield Fireman

New Year’s Resolutions Are Easily
Made, Just as Easily Broken

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

As December comes to a close,
2012 just days away, it is once again
time to make our New Year’s resolu-
tions. The highly-regarded resolu-
tion, a commitment usually to your-
self that one or more personal goals
will be set, and hopefully attained
throughout the new year.

Resolutions come in all shapes
and sizes from starting projects, fin-
ishing projects, or the reforming of a
habit such as giving up wine on
every second Thursday of months
containing the letter “F.” Hey, you
have to start somewhere, as resolu-
tions should be challenging, but at
least attainable.

Resolutions are usually born out
of a necessity to change something
about your lifestyle and are usually
advantageous, or at least should be,
to someone. The New Year is signifi-
cant in that it is a new beginning.
What better time to set out on a new
goal than the beginning of a new
year. January 1 is an opportunity to
wipe the slate clean, put the past in
the past and move forward revealing

about September, creating an abun-
dance of interesting people and funny
stories along the way.

My 2012 New Year’s resolution is
to have a positive attitude, 100 per-
cent of the time (or at least the ma-
jority of the time). My feeling is we
control our thoughts so why not make
them positive? Or then again I could
resolve to give up chocolate, but we
all know how that will turn out.

One must have perseverance in
order to achieve a resolution. To
reach our goals we must first be will-
ing to forgive and forget our short-
comings and move forward without
giving up. Whatever your goal, take
it one step at a time, even if it is a baby
step.

Whether you are resolving to cre-
ate a healthy habit, let go of a bad one,
save more, spend less, it says a lot
about your character whether or not
you carry out your goal long after the
ball has dropped and the excitement
of the moment has passed.

No matter what your resolution is,
whether you have one or not, I wish
you a happy, healthy, and prosperous
New Year!

Stony Hill Players
Announce Auditions

SUMMIT - Auditions for Stony
Hill Players’ production of Cosi
Fan Tutte will take place at the
Oakes Center, 120 Morris Av-
enue, Summit on Friday, January
13, at 7 p.m. and Saturday, Janu-
ary 14, at 2 p.m.

Performances are in May.
Music Director is Jason Tramm
and Stage Director, Jodie Doktor.
For information phone (908) 656-
1726.
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The Year Promises Concerts For Everyone
With Living Legends Returning to the Stage

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After a few desultory years for
rock and pop music, and especially
live concerts, the new year prom-
ises to be an exciting one for rock-
and-roll aficionados, with local he-
roes returning to the stage and liv-
ing legends set to stop in the Gar-
den State as well.

Bruce Springsteen is set to re-
lease his 18th studio album early in
the new year and embark on a long
tour to support it. The as-yet un-
titled disc will be the first since the
death last June of longtime E Street
Band saxophonist and on-stage foil
Clarence Clemons, and it’s still
unclear how the Big Man’s role will
be filled, both in the studio and on
the stage. Stories abound that
Clemons’ son may step in for his
father or that Springsteen may use
the Jersey Shore-based Miami
Horns — which have backed the E
Streeters at times in the past in
addition to their more usual gig
backing Southside Johnny — to fill
the gap. European tour dates have
been announced for early summer
2012, and it is likely some U.S.
dates—including New Jersey—will
be set for the spring and fall. The
Boss’s website at
brucespringsteen.net will have the
most up-to-date information on
New Jersey shows.

The best non-Springsteen con-
certs I have seen have been Tom
Petty and the Heartbreakers, in the
80s, the 90s and in 2005. The group
will be touring in the spring—al-
though no dates in the area have
been announced yet—but keep your
antenna tuned for updates. The
band, which was formed in 1976
and has had a string of hits over the
decades including “American Girl”,
“Breakdown”, “The Waiting”,
“Learning to Fly”, “Refugee” and
“Mary Jane’s Last Dance,” is loud
and entertaining and their shows
are sure-fire crowd-pleasers. The
website tompetty.com should be
checked throughout the new year
for any tour date updates.

A contender for best non-
Springsteen band, for me at least, is
Foo Fighters, whose “Wasting
Light” album easily tops any list for
best album of 2011—or best album
in recent years. I saw them back in
September and was floored by the
intensity of the three-hour show.
The bad news is the 15-year-old
band has several tour dates sched-
uled overseas in the spring but no
U.S. dates. The good news is that
they will be headlining the Bam-
boozle Festival in Asbury Park,
which will be held on May 18-20.
And the Foos will be playing at the
New Orleans Jazz and Heritage
Festival, which is being held April

27-May 6 in the Big Easy. More
about that later. Back to Bamboozle:
The May weekend, which promises
to flood Asbury park with music
fans and probably triple the city’s
population, will also feature Bon
Jovi, Blink-182 and Incubus. Tick-
ets are being sold in three-day
passes-only. Details are available
at thebamboozle.com.

One of the great hard rock bands
of the late 70s and 80s is returning
to the stage in 2012. Van Halen this
week announced plans for a tour
but no details were forthcoming
except that tickets will go on sale
Tuesday, January 10, and the band
will be fronted by original singer
David Lee Roth, a development that
promises to make the tour part soap
opera given past feuds between
Diamond Dave and his bandmates.

Another great master of show-
manship will also be returning to
the stage next year. Madonna is
finishing off her 11th album and
will be the halftime performer at
the Super Bowl on February 5. She
is set to tour North America in Au-
gust and September, although no
dates and cities have been an-
nounced for her first concerts since
2009.

A weekend in New Orleans, still

recovering from Hurricane Katrina
in 2005, remains relatively inex-
pensive, so a trip down to the New
Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival,
which is being held April 27-May
6, may be worth a look. In addition
to Foo Fighters and Tom Petty, per-
formers include the Eagles, the
Beach Boys, John Mayer, the
Neville Brothers, Bonnie Raitt and
several dozen others for what prom-
ises to be a nonstop party in a city
known for nonstop partying. The
official website at nojazzfest.com
has all the details.

It promises to be a rockin’ and
rolling’ 2012 for music lovers, with
concerts that should satisfy music
lovers of all stripes and ages.

Happy New Year!


