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Westfield Health Dept. to Hold
Rabies Clinic in New Providence

Green Brook Project
To Receive Funding

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep. Frank
Pallone (D-6h) has announced that the
House of Representatives has approved
$5.8 million as part of the Fiscal Year
2012 spending bill for the Green Brook
flood control project. The Senate is
also expected to approve this funding
allocation, and it will then go to the
President’s desk.

The project area includes Watchung
Borough, North Plainfield, Ambrose
Brook, South Plainfield and many other
towns. The emphasis of the project in
Middlesex Borough is on raising the
Sebrings Mills Bridge, building flood-
walls, a levee and pump station.

The $5.8 million allocation would
allow the project to continue and would
fund the design stages of the next lines
of protection for area residents.

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Regional Health Department will con-
duct a free rabies clinic from 8 a.m. to
9 a.m. on Saturday, January 7. The
clinic will be held at the New Provi-
dence Municipal Building, located at
360 Elkwood Avenue. No appoint-
ments are required. Animals will be
assisted on a first come, first serve
basis.

The public should follow some
simple preventive measures to limit
the possibility of exposure to rabies.
Please note the following: Make sure
that all dogs and cats are vaccinated
against rabies, and do not leave fam-
ily pets outdoors overnight or feed
animals outdoors. The public is also
urged to avoid contact with all wild
animals.

It is also advised that parents dis-
cuss with children not to bring home
pets or attempt to “help” a sick wild
animal.

If bitten by any animal, the depart-
ment urges  that a physician be con-
tacted  immediately and that the inci-
dent be reported to the health depart-
ment at (908) 789-4070 .

When attending the rabies clinic,
residents should use the Academy
Street entrance to the New Providence
Municipal Building. The health de-

partment serves residents of Fanwood,
Garwood, Mountainside, New Provi-
dence, Roselle Park, Springfield, Sum-
mit and Westfield.

RVSA Reduces Budget;
Rates to Rise 3 Percent
By WAYNE BAKER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority’s (RVSA) Board
of Commissioners, in an attempt to
hold the line on costs, has reduced its
operating budget by about $800,000
or 6 percent to $12,128,000. The total
budget, when debt service is included,
is $25,688,000. Because of surpluses
returned in prior years and the lack of
a surplus to return this year, the RVSA’s
total assessment on towns will rise by
about 2.9 percent, officials said.

Because the budget has not yet
been approved, minor changes are
likely and, as a result, exact num-
bers were not provided at the De-
cember 15 meeting. Last year’s to-
tal budget was $26,480,000 with
$23,189,000 being raised in mu-
nicipal assessments.

RVSA Executive Director James
Meehan said he anticipated about
half the 11 member municipalities
would see an assessment increase
while the others would see a de-
crease. The budget is expected to
be finalized and available shortly
after the first of the year. Clark is
expected to see a significant reduc-
tion in their assessment because of
the closing of the US Gypsum plant.
According to last year’s budget docu-
ment on the RVSA website, Clark
was assessed $3.1 million. Other
assessments were: Westfield, $3.3
million; Scotch Plains, $1.5 million;
Mountainside, $961,531, and
Garwood, $502,000. Overall, assess-
ments rose last year by $875,000.

A discussion at the end of the fi-
nance committee meeting preceding
the regular meeting provided some
insight into whether the assessment
methodology would change.

Robert Materna, the secretary and
treasurer of the RVSA, commented,
“I’ve been here 16 years. Because
of the need for unanimous consent,
it (assessment methodology) will
not change.” Commenting on the
US Gypsum closing, Cranford’s
commissioner, James Murphy, said
that Clark’s flow diminishes from
20 percent of the total sewage to 13
percent, with the 7 percent differ-
ence now being produced by the
other member towns.

Mr. Meehan commented that
while the methodology of assess-
ment would remain the same, im-
proved technology and updated
meters means measurements are
more accurate and costs are there-
fore shared more accurately. Re-
sponding to a question about
whether lower flows result in lower
costs, plant superintendent Bob Va-
lent said that $25,000 has come out
of this year’s chemical budget, but
the amount is a miniscule part of
the total spending plan.

The board of commissioners took
an action that, at first, appeared to
be not in the best interest of the
authority. The board chose to select
the services of Hazen and Sawyer
of New York City as the authority’s
consulting engineer. Hazen and
Sawyer’s bid of $42,740 was sig-
nificantly more than the bid of
$26,355 from Remington, Vernick
& Arango Engineers of
Haddonfield, RVSA’s current con-
sulting engineer. When questioned
about the change, Mr. Meehan stated
that Hazen and Sawyer has exper-
tise in some areas that other candi-
date firms did not and that these
areas were especially important to
some endeavors anticipated during
2012.

A second bid was also awarded to
a company who was not the lowest
bidder, but in this case, on a bid for
supply and programming for elec-
tric motor actuators. The low bid was
deemed non-compliant because the
bidder  had suggested alternative com-
ponents. Mr. Meehan said because of
the need to maintain two supplies of
parts and training on two brands of
equipment, the total cost would have
likely been higher.

Finally, Mr. Meehan noted an error
in The Westfield Leader and The Times
coverage of the November meeting.
The newspaper reported $60,000
worth of digester gas was being flared
off monthly. Mr. Meehan pointed out
that the RVSA is managing to utilize
about half of the gas they produce,
so the flare-off represents about
$30,000 monthly. He said this
should drop to virtually nothing
once the new pipeline is finished in
February.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STILL BURNING....While firefighters were still working on a five-day old fire
Christmas morning at the Burry Biscuit building in Elizabeth, firefighters from
several Union County fire departments were summoned to help with a blaze in
an apartment building in the 400 block of East Jersey Street and a first floor
restaurant fire in a multi-story structure at Grier and Summer Streets. The Burry
Biscuit fire on Newark Avenue, burning since December 21, required assistance
from Newark, Union, Roselle, Roselle Park, Linden, New Providence, Kenilworth,
Hillside and Westfield fire departments. At its peak, three dozen departments in
five counties were on the fire scene.

SP-F BOE Appoints Reps.
To Courage to Reconnect

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — In response
to the request of the Courage to Re-
connect group, members of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
last Thursday appointed two repre-
sentatives to attend regular Courage
to Reconnect meetings on behalf of
the board.

BOE members Amy Winkler, rep-
resenting Fanwood, and former
Board of Education member Donald
Parisi of Scotch Plains, will repre-
sent the BOE. Courage to Recon-
nect was created out of Courage to
Connect New Jersey, a non-profit
that is working to reduce New
Jersey’s 566 municipalities by merg-
ing towns.

Fred Lange of Scotch Plains heads
Courage to Reconnect and spoke
during the public portion of the De-
cember 22 BOE meeting. Mr. Lange
said the purpose of the group is to
merge the municipalities of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood. He also noted
that the group has been working on
collecting signatures from residents
of both communities in support the
merger. He also noted that the group
has been following the general guide-
lines for merging the two towns as
suggested by the state.

Mr. Parisi thanked the board for
the appointment. Board President Trip
Whitehouse noted that Ms. Winkler,
who was not present at the BOE meet-
ing, knew about the appointment and
had told him she was happy to repre-
sent the board.

In other business, Superintendent
of Schools Margaret Hayes gave a
report regarding the Bi-annual Ha-
rassment, Intimidation and Bullying
Report for September through De-
cember. Ms. Hayes noted that the
district had put in place a district
(H.I.B.) Coordinator Cailin Taggart.
The superintendent also stated that
each school is assigned an anti-bully-
ing representative. It was noted that
in the elementary schools the social
workers fill the role while the guid-
ance counselors oversee the middle
schools. She also reminded the board
that Ms. Taggart fills the role at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

It was also noted that there were
school safety teams being formed
throughout the district, which consist
of principals, parents, community
members and teachers. She also stated
that there had been Parent Anti-Bul-

lying Information Sessions through-
out the district in November. Ms.
Hayes concluded by saying, “We are
in compliance of all regulations.”

In other business, as an instruc-
tional update the Scotch Plains
Fanwood High School (SPFHS)
Chamber Choir performed for mem-
bers of the board and was led by their
director Jan Allen.

It was noted that the 16-membered
group had been singing throughout
the day at assemblies within the dis-
trict and that many members had won
or placed in state competitions since
the fall.

The presentation concluded with
“Light the Legend a Song for
Chanukah” and “We Wish You a
Merry Christmas.”

At the conclusion of the presenta-
tion board member Jeanne Cleary
stated “thank you.” “During a tough
day of running around, it is easy to
lose sight of the meaning of the sea-
son and you brought it back to me.”

Board member Warren McFall
added, “It was an excellent perfor-
mance. From the bottom of my heart,
it was great.”

The next BOE meeting is sched-
uled for Thursday, January 19 at 7:30
p.m. in the administrative offices at
Evergreen School on Evergreen Av-
enue and Cedar Street in Scotch
Plains.

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

Monday-Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday Eve ‘til 9 • Sun 1-5
Stirling Road • Watchung, NJ  07069 • 908-756-7623

STICKLEY * SHIFMAN * HENKEL HARRIS * KINDEL * HARDEN * E. J. VICTOR * COUNCILL * FRENCH HERITAGE

HANCOCK & MOORE * D. R. DIMES * KARGES * THEORDORE & ALEXANDER * ORIENTAL RUGS & MORE!

Valley Furniture Shop
NEW YEARS CELEBRATION!
STOREWIDE SALE 25-70% Off

Stickley Recliner
Cordova Leathers
from
$2299

Stickley Mission Dining Room NEW Fingerlakes Dining Room

Hancock & Moore 
Leather Recliner
from
$1099 Stickley Sante Fe Sofa 100” L

Sel Leather Combo Orders

from $3199

Stickley Harvey Ellis Bedroom

VISIT OUR NEWLY RENOVATED SHOWROOM!
EXCITING NEW FURNITURE LINES ARE ARRIVING EVERY DAY!

GREAT SAVINGS ON SPECIAL ORDERS NOW!NO OTHER BUILDER

HAS MORE

Award

PROJECTS

IN WESTFIELD, NJ

THAN SIMPSONS BUILDERS

“There’s a reason why”

Todd Simpson AnnisTodd Simpson AnnisTodd Simpson AnnisTodd Simpson AnnisTodd Simpson Annis

908-232-6380 • www.simpsonsbuilders.com

Winning

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

UNDER THE FIRM NAME OF

HOBBIE & HOBBIE

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

  IT IS WITH GREAT PLEASURE THAT

EDWARD J. HOBBIE

ANNOUNCES THE FORMATION OF A PARTNERSHIP

WITH HIS SON AND ASSOCIATE

MARK E. HOBBIE

JANUARY 1, 2012                                                               908.276.4777

CLASSIFIEDS

www.goleader.com

Bagger Announces Resignation
  As Christie’s Chief of Staff

TRENTON -- Westfield resident
Richard Bagger announced his res-
ignation last Thursday, effective
January 31, as Governor Chris
Christie’s first chief of staff. Mr.
Bagger will be senior vice-presi-
dent at Summit-based Celgene
Corp.

“Rich has been an extraordinary
leader in this office, and I and the
lieutenant governor both consider
ourselves extraordinarily lucky to
have been able to have lured him
out of the private sector,” Governor
Christie said, according to a
njbiz.com report.

Mr. Bagger, a former Westfield
mayor and state legislator, said he
only intended the switch back to
the public sector to be “an extended

sabbatical from the private sector.”
His two-year tenure is among the
longest-serving chiefs of staff to a
New Jersey governor. Mr. Bagger
previously was a senior vice-presi-
dent of government relations with
Pfizer Inc.

Kevin O’Dowd will replace him
as chief of staff. Current chief coun-
sel Jeff Chiesa is set to become
attorney general if approved by the
Senate Judiciary Committee and the
full Senate. Charles McKenna, di-
rector of the state’s Department of
Homeland Security and Prepared-
ness, will become chief counsel.

In addition, the Governor’s
deputy chief of staff, Wayne
Hasenbalg, has been named head of
the Sports and Exposition Authority.

RESTORING BARNEGAT...Warren Victor of Westfield, chairman of the  New
Jersey Environmental Infrastructure Trust, left, and Governor Chris Christie
discuss the Barnegat Bay solution. Please See related letter on page 5.

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

Rewarding Business Opportunity

Now Is The Time To Take Action!
Financially rewarding business
opportunity with a generous
compensation plan. Supplement
your income through partnering
with one of the leading personal
care and nutritional companies
recognized across the globe. Work
from home at your own pace.
Training provided. Contact
Information: (908) 665-2527
f lecomte.nsedreams.com

1999 CHRYSLER CIRRUS

Good 1st car, Maintenance up to
date, new tires, reliable. $2,000 OBO

Rob (908) 232-4407
auto@goleader.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 300-6079

DAYSI’S CLEANING SERVICES

HOUSE CLEANING
Do you need someone to clean
your house, apartment or
Condo?  We are your team!
We’re a reliable couple with
excellent references. Free
Estimates. (862) 307-3481

FOUND CAT

Young female tabby, around 4
years old, declawed and spayed.
Dark gray, black and white. Found
in Scotch Plains on Jersey Ave.

Call Jarrod (973) 535-9709

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings.

Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com


