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Swimming Blue Devils Douse Lady Raiders
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Caitlyn English, Thompson, Nicole
DePaola and Caroline Lesce touched
second at 1:56.82.

Sophomore Sarah Cronin won the
first of her two individual wins by
touching first in the 200-freestyle at
1:56.94, followed by English at
2:05.16, and Blue Devils Amy West
at 2:07.54 and Meredith Bagger at
2:10.52. Cronin also won the 500-
free at 5:15.65, followed by West at
5:47.23, Raider Lesce at 5:48.96 and
Schmeider at 5:50.71.

Huber and Ball acknowledged that,
“Freshman Amy West was a strong

swimmer in the 200-free and the 500-
free and added that they were pretty
sure every girl was in the lineup to-
day. Everyone really contributed.”

Baldwin also touched first in the
200-individual medley with a time of
2:15.34. Teammates Ellie Reinhardt
touched second at 2:16.32 and Allie
McBrearty touched fourth at 2:21.39.
Thompson touched third at 2:16.41.

Reinhardt led a 1-2-3 sweep in the
100-free, touching in 55.92, followed
by Day at 58.31 and Daniel at 59.22.
Raider Maggie O’Brien touched
fourth at 1:02.4. After Thompson’s

OK, what have we learned from the
first month of the swim season?

For starters, there is a very, very
good chance that both the Public A
and Public B state champions will be
WHS and Scotch Plains-Fanwood.
While either Bridgewater-Raritan (A)
or Princeton (B) could surprise, it
would be an absolute shock if the
Union County rivals didn’t bring
home the big trophy.

And second, we also found out that
the 2012 Union County champion-
ships – Sunday, Jan. 29, at Rutgers
University – will be the best, most
exciting, fastest and most bitterly-
contested meet in New Jersey during
the entire 2011-12 swim calendar.

SP-F and WHS proved on Dec. 22
during the Raiders’ wild 88-82 victory
that they are easily the two best public
schools in the state. Both teams put up
ridiculous times (When I sent the times
to a veteran South Jersey coach he
emailed back: “Are you drunk? Those
times are unbelievable.” And he only
saw the winning times, not the also-
fast-as-heck 2-3-4-5-6 times.)

Not sure what SP-F power-pointed,
but the WHS boys were 4,488, just 16
less than then the 4,504 they had in
knocking off defending state Public
A champion Bridgewater a week ear-
lier. That’s two of WHS’s five fastest
power point meets from the last 19
years – and that’s in December! The
other top totals all came in late Febru-
ary, during the state tournament.

WHS still has some tough meets
with top-ranked Christian Brothers
(Jan. 5) and still-tough St. Joseph (Jan.
17), and they will be good mid-season
tests in the middle of the heavy train-
ing. But, even with those big parochial
showdowns, it’s tough to not already
be thinking about counties, which are
just 32 days away . . . and counting.

When you put SP-F and WHS in
the same pool with Summit, which
has two studs in Loren Bowen and
Ryan Sebastian, and four other top
guys, so they can stack three relays,
you’ve got what should be the best
county meet in its 61-year history. In
the first 60 years of the county meet,
WHS has won 56 times. SP-F, which
won in 1999 and again in 2011, will
be looking to be the first non-Westfield
team to ever win two in a row.

It’s not always easy following up a
masterpiece with a worthwhile sec-
ond effort. You only have to look at
movies with a II or III or VI (thanks,
Rocky!) after them to know that’s
true. But the 2012 county swim meet?
Now that’s a sequel to not be missed.

WRESTLING UPDATE
While Glen Kurz had to be happy

with the team’s second-place finish at
Nutley’s Maroon Raiders Classic, there
was also reason for him to turn up the
pressure in workouts after it, too.

It was a one-place improvement
over last year, but only two individual
champions out of six finalists had to
be disappointing. And having three
of the four runnersup get decked in
the final was not cool.

Still it was a pretty good start for
what will hopefully be another good
season. Nick Rotondo (his second
year in a row) and Ellis Opoku won
titles, while Mike Kalimtzis, Colin
Barber, Nick Knepper and Kyle Kania
finished second.

WHS also got thirds from Nick
Velez (126), Brian Bulger (170) and
Kieran Cline (182), plus a fourth from
Anthony Aldana (113).

The Devils improved to 2-0 and
showed some nice depth in a 55-12
win over Rahway last Friday. The In-
dians won only three bouts. The K-
men got pins from Kalimtzis, Rotondo,
Opoku, Mike DeLouisa (160), Cline
and Knepper, plus a major by Bulger.
Matt Barber (132) had a huge, 3-1
victory. Kania won a 1-0 nailbiter and
Aldana won a tough 3-1 decision.

BASKETBALL UPDATE
The boys are off to a 1-2 start under

first-year coach Daryl Palmieri, but
they’ve played tough in the losses to
Rahway and Roselle Catholic. Keegan
Hess, who took the fall off from foot-
ball to get ready for hoops, has been
the top scorer. The junior, along with
sophomores Dylan Elliott and Mike
Androconis, are part of a young team.

While the girls are 0-3 at this writ-
ing, they too have been in most of
their games, losing a big lead to fall to
SP-F in their last game. Given the
graduation losses of the past few years,
Joe Marino’s girls are doing better
than anticipated. Newcomer Lillian
Scott has been the top gun.

FOOTBALL UDPATE
James O’Rourke’s running style

reminds several old-timers of Glen
Kehler, arguably the best running back
in WHS history. And the opinion of at
least one of them is very interesting.

“I really love the way he runs,”
Glen Kehler said while watching
WHS’s playoff loss to Bayonne. “He’s
quick, cuts back well and uses his
blockers. He really sees the whole
field. And he’s a tough kid.”

The WHS Class of ’75 legend, who
was about 5-foot-9, 170 pounds as a
senior, watched the 5-7, 166-pound
O’Rourke carry the ball 35 times for
142 yards, pushing himself over the
1,000-yard mark for this season.

Kehler’s classmate, Bruce Jester,
was also enjoying the action against
Bayonne. Jester was a quarterback
from his Westfield Boys Football
League days until his senior year,
when coach Gary Kehler switched
him to left end. Asked how he
would’ve enjoyed playing in the wide-
open offense employed by current
coach Jim DeSarno, Jester said:

“I think I had about four balls
thrown to me all of senior year. Sure,
I’d love to have played in this offense.
But we did what we did, and we won,
so that was the main thing. Mr. Kehler
moved me because the quarterback
back then mostly just handed the ball
off, and he wanted me more involved
. . . with blocking.”

By the way, congrats to O’Rourke
for earning all-state Group 4 first-
team honors as a defensive back. Fel-
low senior Mike LaFace was a Group
4 third team selection.

HOCKEY UPDATE
Ryan Morse netted four goals in a

10-6 win over Cranford, which had
beaten WHS in overtime a week ear-
lier. The junior’s effort was just one
short of Ron Kashlak’s school record,
which came in a 1998 game against
Cranford. Sophomore Dane Huber
added three goals.

THIS AND THAT
Remember the Den’s old buddy

“Run It Up” Tony Mottola? He was
the Ridge coach in 2008 who, with the
mercy clock running the entire second
half of a playoff game with WHS, put
his starting quarterback back in the
game late in the fourth quarter and had
him throwing passes. His current team,
Demarest, went 7-3.

Let’s break that down: 6-0 against
teams with non-winning records, av-
eraging 44 ppg in those wins; 0-3
against teams with winning records,
allowing 45 ppg in the losses; 1-0 on
Thanksgiving against an opponent,
Old Tappan, that played its jayvees to
rest its varsity for a playoff game on
Dec. 3, which it lost to the Wayne
Hills Thugs (who do you root for in
that one?).

How did “Run It Up” handle playing
against the Golden Knights’ jayvees?
Well, he mercifully pulled some of his
starters with a 53-6 lead in the fourth
quarter (the final was 59-14).

JUST WONDERING …
Does anybody else get a vicarious

thrill when they see a Lexus with a
flat tire? Or a Jaguar pulled over
because of a failed brake light? Or
somebody rear-ending an SUV with
one of those “My child is an honor
student … ” stickers on its rear
bumper?

SONG OF THE SEASON
This is a slight rewording of some-

thing in a recent Philadelphia In-
quirer by the great Frank Fitzpatrick.
It was called “Dress like dopes” and
should be sung to the tune of “Deck
the Halls”:

Dress like dopes in Yankees unies.
Ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha.
When did fans become such loon-

ies?
Ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha.
Don they now their lame apparel.
Ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha.
Me, I’d rather wear a barrel.
Ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha.

IS IT JUST ME …
Or should people like Jim

Sensenbrenner and Rush Limbaugh,
who obviously live in glass houses
and even more obviously spend more
time eating then working out, keep
their opinions about the size of
people’s butts to themselves?

The Devil’s Den appears in The
Westfield Leader on the first and third
Thursday of every month during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. And remember,
win or not, Whs4evr!

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Will SPF vs. WHS II
Be Equal to Original?

win in the breaststroke, Bond
(1:15.48) and Huber (1:17.49)
touched 2-3 and Raider Morgan
Bransky touched fourth at 1:20.13.
Blue Devil Audrey Bangs touched
first in the 100-butterfly at 1:06.44,
followed by Jess Cronin at 1:08.09,
DePaola at 1:08.57 and Zhang at
1:10.4.

Ball took top honors in the 50-free
with a time of 25.65, followed by
Blue Devil Courtney Han at
26.83,Lesce at 26.94 and
Diamantopolous at 27.59. Ball, Han,
Zhang and Reinhardt won the 200-
free relay at 1:46.05, while Bangs,
Diamantopolous, Meg Meyers, and
McBrearty touched second at 1:48.04
and Raiders Thompson, Emma
Sherry, Hannah Greany and DePaola
touched third at 1:50.51. In the final
event, the 400-free relay, Sarah
Cronin, Ball, McBrearty and Baldwin
touched first in 3:41.82, while Han,
Schmeider, Rachel Fan and Jess
Cronin touched second at 4:04.02,
and Raiders Lesce, Maddie Ryan,
Brenda Ho and English touched third
at 4:08.73.

“I won the 50-freestyle. It wasn’t
the best time, but right now I am just
looking to improve and work on my
stroke, be around my best time, so
come February all the times will fall
down. Hopefully we will be holding
the trophy at the state finals,” Ball said.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GLIDING IN THE BACKSTROKE…Raider co-captain Caitlyn English fin-
ished second in the 100-backstroke at 1:04.6.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on Janu-
ary 9, 2012 in the Council Chambers at the
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m. to hear
and consider the following appeal for use
(d) and bulk (c) variance(s) from the re-
quirements of the Westfield Land Use Or-
dinance.

Northwestern Mutual, 251 North Av-
enue. Applicant is seeking permission to
install a wall sign on the building contrary to
Section 16.04H of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance allows a maximum area
of 4 square feet for signs in a window.
Propose is a wall sign 14.5 inches x + 10
feet.

Scott Chamberlin, 612 Roosevelt
Street. Applicant is seeking approval to
construct a garage contrary to Sections
12.04F1 and 13.01G1a of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maximum
coverage by buildings and above ground
structures of 20%. Proposed is 24.1%.
Ordinance requires a minimum side yard
setback for accessory structures of 5 feet.
Proposed is 1.8 feet. Ordinance requires a
minimum rear yard setback for an acces-
sory structure of 5 feet. Proposed is 3.3
feet.

Lynn Mayer, 319 Orenda Circle. Appli-
cant is seeking approval to construct a one
story addition contrary to Sections 12.04E6
and 11.04E7 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires a minimum side yard
setback of 15 feet. Proposed is 14 feet 6
inches. Ordinance requires a minimum
rear yard setback of 50 feet. Proposed is
37 feet 9.5 inches.

Marianne LoPapa, 2 Mohawk Trail.
Applicant is seeking approval to construct

a one-story addition contrary to Sections
12.04F, 11.08E7 and 11.08E13 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum coverage by buildings and above
ground structures of 20% (1,647 square
feet). Proposed is 22.4% (1,846 square
feet). Ordinance requires a minimum rear
yard setback of 35 feet. Proposed is 32.7
feet. Ordinance allows a maximum wall
length at a zoning side yard of 25 feet.
Proposed is + 38 feet 1 inches.

Phil & Amy Ricca, 425 Lenox Avenue.
Applicant is seeking approval to construct
a one story addition contrary to Sections
12.04F1, 12.04F3 and 12.04G of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum coverage by buildings and above
ground structures of 20%. Proposed is
20.5%. Ordinance allows a maximum cov-
erage by buildings with a front porch of
24%. Proposed is 25%. Ordinance allows
an all improvement coverage of 50%. Pro-
posed is 54.93%.

Keith Williamson, 722 Coleman Place.
Applicant is seeking approval to construct
first and second story additions contrary to
Sections 12.04.1 and 11.09E13 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum coverage by buildings and above
ground structures of 20%. Proposed is
21.48%. Ordinance allows a maximum
wall length at a zoning side yard of 25 feet.
Proposed is 30.5 feet.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 12/29/11, The Leader Fee: $74.46

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 11-12-185

CONTRACTOR: First Environment, Inc.;
91 Fulton Street, Boonton, New Jersey
07005

NATURE OF SERVICE: Environmental
Engineering Services. Block 64, Lot 4

DURATION: Period ending November
30, 2012

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $19,250.00
A copy of this resolution and contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the Mu-
nicipal Clerk’s office.

Eleanor McGovern,
Administrator/Clerk

1 T - 12/29/11, The Times Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

RESOLUTION

TAKE NOTICE that the Town Council of
the Town of Westfield will meet in Confer-
ence Session, at which meeting the public
may attend and make comments, and ad-
dress Council to discuss and consider
matters of public business, upon which no
formal action will then be taken but which
may subsequently be acted upon in a
regular Council Meeting, on the following
dates in 2012 in the Administrative Confer-
ence Room in the Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey,
at 7:30 p.m., the said dates being the
following Tuesdays, unless otherwise
noted:

January 10 and 24
February 14 and 28

March 6 and 20
April 10 and 24
May 1 and 22
June 5 and 19

July 10
August 7

September 4 and 18
October 2 and 23

November 7 (Wednesday) and 20
December 4

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Town
Council of the Town of Westfield will meet
in regular public meeting, at which the
public may attend and participate, on the
following dates in 2012 in the Council
Chambers of the Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey,
at 8:00 p.m., the said meeting dates being
the following Tuesdays, unless otherwise
noted:

January 17 and 31
February 14 and 28

March 13 and 27
April 10 and 24
May 8 and 22
June 5 and 19

July 10
August 7

September 11 and 18
October 9 and 23

November 7 (Wednesday) and 27
December 11

1 T - 12/29/11, The Leader Fee: $44.88

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

RESOLUTION

BE IT RESOLVED that pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40-45A-1, the Organization Meet-
ing of the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield for the year 2012 will be held on
Tuesday, January 3, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

1 T - 12/29/11, The Leader Fee: $10.20

PUBLIC NOTICE
FAIRVIEW CEMETERY

ANNUAL MEETING

The Annual Meeting of the Lot Owners
of Fairview Cemetery will be held at the
Cemetery office, 1100 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, Monday January
23, 2012 at 4:00 P.M., for the election of
two Trustees each for a term of three
years, to succeed William J. Shephard
and Michael P. Locascio, whose terms
will then expire and for the transaction of
such other business as may be presented
at the meeting.

Richard M. Ralph
Secretary/Treasurer

1 T - 12/29/11, The Leader Fee: $15.30

Probitas Verus Honos

Cranford/New Providence
Wrestling Match Story

Can Be Read On
www.goleader.com

Click “Ballyhoo Sports”


