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Never before has the word “Home”  meant so much.
May your holiday season be filled with what really matters to you, 

Shared in a place you call home.

HELPING FAMILIES FIND THEIR WAY HOME
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Branch Vice President 

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
A RIVER RUNS THROUGH IT…The Riverside Inn on North Avenue in Cranford
took the brunt of the floodwaters on August 28 after Hurricane Irene’s wrath.
Many areas in the township were inundated.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
LARGE AND IN CHARGE…At the Greek Fest, held at the Holy Trinity Greek
Orthodox Church in Westfield in June, Spartans guard the entrance so festival
attendees can enjoy traditional Greek food and entertainment.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
AMAZING RESCUE…A construction worker installing a sewer line on Knollwood
Terrace in Westfield became trapped when the trench he was working in
collapsed on June 11, imprisoning him in  mud. Numerous response teams from
throughout the area worked for hours to free the man.
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JUNE
Westfield

Demolition of the Ferraro’s Res-
taurant building began in early June;
the landmark restaurant was de-
stroyed by fire a month earlier.

Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca was nominated by Gover-
nor Chris Christie to be a state Supe-
rior Court judge.

In an effort to stem traffic conges-
tion around Westfield High School, a
traffic consultant recommended four-
way stop signs at Rahway Avenue
and Dorian Road and Rahway Av-
enue and First Street; restricting the
hours when parking is allowed on the
south side of Dorian Road and cre-
ation of a bus drop-off on Rahway
Avenue.

Scotch Plains
The township council passed an

ordinance reducing the speed limit
on Cooper Road from 35 mph to 25
mph. The council also passed an or-
dinance to fund this year’s $1.1-mil-
lion capital budget.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Class of 2011 graduated 357
students during its commencement
ceremonies.

Fanwood
The borough council passed the

2011 municipal budget, calling for
$8.92 million in expenditures.

After hearing from residents at a
community meeting, borough au-
thorities, in an effort to increase safety
along Shady Lane and Poplar Place,
said they might sharply limit vehicu-
lar traffic on the two streets.

Cranford
The township committee approved

an ordinance amending the Riverfront
Redevelopment project, permitting
21 additional housing units to be built
in addition to the 106 already planned.

The township committee passed the
$31-million municipal budget for 2011.

Garwood
The Musial Group presented ar-

chitectural plans for the athletic field
complex to the borough council. Plans
call for the complex to include a
baseball field and a new field made of
artificial turf to be used for many
types of games, including soccer and
field hockey.

The council appointed Lieutenant
Bruce Underhill to replace retiring
Police Chief William Legg. He was
sworn in to his new position in July.

Mountainside
The borough council said a se-

verely damaged catch basin on Cedar
Avenue would be repaired soon, a
move that should cut down on flood-
ing issues on the street.

Retiring Supervisor of Curriculum
and Instruction Thomas Conroy urged
the board of education not to allocate
his duties among multiple staff mem-
bers, with a “shared-services” type
system, but proposed instead a full-
time staff position replacement.

County
Union County Democratic voters

elected incumbent Freeholders An-
gel Estrada and Chris Hudak and
their running mate, Vernell Wright,
in the June Primary Election to face
Republicans Andrew Smith and
Edwin Ortiz in November.

The Union County Freeholders
approved $14 million for improve-
ments to the county courthouse.

JULY
Westfield

Mark LoGrippo was sworn in as
Third Ward councilman, succeeding
Mark Ciarrocca. Mr. Ciarrocca had
resigned after being appointed a Su-
perior Court judge.

The planning board approved an
application to develop the North Av-
enue property that formerly was the
site of a White Diamond diner and
later was used by the now-closed
New Norris Chevrolet dealership. An
office building will be built on the
site.

The board of education approved
the appointment of Michael
Weissman as new assistant superin-
tendent of pupil services.

The board of education rejected a
motion to earmark an additional
$846,000 in state aid for tax relief.

Scotch Plains
Shackamaxon Golf and Country

Club and NJ Golf Partners filed law-
suits against the municipal govern-
ment, challenging the township’s
designation of the golf club property
as an area in need of rehabilitation
and the redevelopment plan that was

adopted earlier in the year.
Firefighters responded to a July 6

fire in a townhouse in Southwyck
Village.

The board of education began a
search for a replacement for Busi-
ness Administrator Anthony Del
Sordi, who announced his retirement
effective November 1.

State Superior Court Judge John
Malone signed an injunction in June
preventing all baseball from being
played, or practiced, on the turf field
at Union Catholic High School in
response to a lawsuit filed by a resi-
dent living near the high school field.

Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr said discus-

sions were ongoing regarding the
sharing of police services between
Fanwood and Scotch Plains.

Cranford
The zoning board of adjustment

turned down an application by Park-
way Sunoco, located at 401 North
Avenue, East, to renovate its facility,
including incorporating a new con-
venience store.

The township committee and flood
advisory committee met with the
Army Corps of Engineers to discuss
a study being performed by the Corps
on how to minimize flood damage in
Cranford along the Rahway River.

County
Union County Manager George

Devanney announced his retirement
effective August 1.

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders considered a
$150,000 contract for a countywide
study to evaluate the best locations to
place red-light cameras at intersec-
tions.

AUGUST
Westfield

Palmiro Ferraro, Inc. made changes
to its earlier designs for the new
Ferraro’s Restaurant after hearing
complaints from Westfield restaurant
owners that they did not adhere strictly
enough to the town’s liquor laws.

Westfield resident and former Third
Ward Councilman Mark Ciarrocca
was sworn in as a state Superior Court
judge in Union County. Approxi-
mately 100 people attended the swear-
ing-in, including several members of

the Westfield Town Council, mem-
bers of the judiciary and county and
state officials.

HSBC Bank USA decided to close
12 New Jersey branches, including
the Westfield branch, located on Elm
Street at North Avenue, and the
Millburn and Summit branches.

Disagreements about the Central
Avenue pedestrian-activated cross-
walk dominated Westfield Town
Council meetings all year in 2011. In
August, Mayor Andy Skibitsky
briefly adjourned a council meeting
when three members of the public
began shouting from the audience
regarding the crossing signal.

The mayor also referenced a 30-
page report from Police Chief John
Parizeau regarding the use and safety
of the pedestrian light. According to
the mayor, the report says it is a “safe
crossing for pedestrians, particularly
school-age children.”

Scotch Plains
Det. Lt. Brian Donnelly of the

Scotch Plains Police Department re-
ported in early August that there had
been three incidents in which resi-
dents helped the Scotch Plains police
solve three separate crimes.

The township council met again
with representatives overseeing the
restoration of the historic Frazee
House in an effort to speed up the
project that began nearly seven years
ago.

At a conference meeting, Andy
Calamaras, representing the Frazee
House restoration committee, said
that the restoration of the house itself
would cost $700,000 to $1 million,
depending in part on how faithful the
refurbishment stays to the original
design of the nearly 300-year-old
house.

Nearly 50 area residents, town of-
ficials, school administrators and
teachers turned out to hear State Sena-
tor Michael Doherty (R-23,
Hunterdon County) speak about his
“Fair School Funding Plan” at a town
hall meeting at the Scotch Hills Coun-
try Club.

Fanwood
The Fanwood Planning Board gave

its blessing to new Chippery owner
Brian Walter, unanimously approv-

ing a use variance for the South Av-
enue eatery. Mr. Walter, a Fanwood
resident, bought the place earlier this
year. Although the restaurant exists
in a residential zone, in the fall of
2010, the planning board agreed to
permit the “pre-existing non-con-
forming use” of the site.

The new Chippery owner sought
to build a basement, where he could
place his storage units; this would
allow him to maximize the space in
the restaurant.

In August, the borough council
discussed, and later approved, an or-
dinance that created a “No-Knock
List,” with an eye toward preventing
unwanted door-to-door soliciting.

Children attending Fanwood’s
National Night Out, held at LaGrande
Park, were treated to food, fun and a
movie.

Later in the month, Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr spoke of Cour-
age to Connect NJ’s efforts to force
the merger of Fanwood into Scotch
Plains. Since Scotch Plains and
Fanwood have a history of collabora-
tion and already share a school sys-
tem, they are on Courage to Connect
NJ’s radar, and the organization be-
gan gathering signatures on a peti-
tion in the local communities.

Mayor Mahr said she “knows
where the group is coming from,”
pointing to “angst and anger over
skyrocketing property taxes,” but said
she is not advocating consolidation.
She said she is pushing for further
shared services, so the borough can
“retain our own identity.”

In other borough news, Mayor
Mahr pointed to the “good news” that
site work had begun at the Fanwood
Crossings development at the corner
of Martine and South Avenues, where
Warren-based Elite Properties plans
to build a three-story, Victorian-style,
mixed-use building.

Mountainside
Mountainside Board of Education

(BOE) member Mary Beth
Schaumberg announced that the
Mountainside Education Association
(MEA) had filed a claim against the
BOE relating to an unfair labor prac-
tice in connection with how the dis-

trict pays long-term substitute teach-
ers.

In other BOE-related news, Chief
School Administrator (CSA) Jeanette
Baubles announced her resignation
effective November 1, an announce-
ment that came in the wake of the
resignation of Thomas Conroy, the
former supervisor of curriculum and
instruction.

Ms. Baubles joined the
Mountainside school district in 2007
as principal of Deerfield School. She
had been CSA since April 14, 2008.

Cranford
The State Superior Court, in late

July, ruled on a 2008 Builder’s Rem-
edy lawsuit filed by Cranford Devel-
opment Associates (CDA) against
Cranford Township and its planning
board. The ruling allows CDA to
build 360 units, 54 of them being
affordable, at 215 Birchwood Av-
enue, which the CDA owns.

Mayor Dan Aschenbach urged resi-
dents to sign a petition protesting the
court’s decision. He said he would do
everything possible to alert residents
to the dangers of flooding, excess
traffic and the increased burden to
infrastructure if the project were to
move forward.

In late August, Hurricane Irene
plowed through Union County.
Floodwaters raged down Springfield
Avenue onto North Avenue after
Irene’s wrath. Vast areas of Cranford
were under water, including
Brookside Avenue near the high
school, Holley Street near Garwood,
Springfield Avenue and Nomahegan
Park.

The PSE&G electric substation in
Cranford that services much of the
power grid for the region, from
Cranford to Fanwood, was under
about 10 feet of water. Repairing this
extensive damage was key to restor-
ing full power to the area.

Garwood
The Garwood Borough Council

voted to introduce a pilot program
for bulk waste pickup this year.

Councilman James Mathieu said
he had concerns with Garwood Pub-
lic Works personnel performing the

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
ANTICIPATION…Republican Westfield Council members, along with family
and friends, await the results on Election Night at the James Ward Mansion. The
GOP swept the election, returning all four incumbents to their council seats.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
HEROES...Veterans cruise the parade route atop a float encased in flags during
the Westfield Memorial Day Parade held May 30. Thousands cheered and
marched during the annual event.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
GOOD LUCK, GRADUATES…Westfield High School held its commencement
ceremony on June 23 in the Westfield National Guard Armory, at which time 445
students received their diplomas.
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June 9, 2011 June 16, 2011

June 30, 2011

Happy New year 2012

November 10, 2011
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Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
CENTURY OF SERVICE...The Mountainside Fire Department celebrates the
department’s 100th anniversary on June 24.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
NEVER FORGET...The Westfield Police and Fire Departments march in the 9/11
ceremonies held at Memorial Park on September 11, commemorating the 10th
anniversary of the terrorist attacks.
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actual duties of picking up and dis-
posing of the waste, citing issues
with potential workers-compensation
claims, liability, overtime wages and
the wear and tear on borough trucks.

In other Garwood news, a group of
mothers spoke before the board of
education about the cancellation of a
pre-kindergarten disabled class.

One parent, with tears in her eyes,
said her child “still needs this class.”

“I can only tell you that certain
things just came to my attention…I
was unaware until just recently that
this happened,” Superintendent of
Schools Teresa Quigley responded.

County
Union County Utilities Authority

(UCUA) officials announced that a
long-term extension with Covanta
Energy, for operation of the county’s
garbage incinerator in Rahway, now
would go through 2031, instead of
2045 as originally proposed. The
original 25-year lease, signed in 1998,
extends through 2023. Fourteen of
the county’s 21 towns have existing
long-term agreements with the
UCUA.

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders made it official in
August by naming Mountainside resi-
dent Alfred Faella, 56, as its 11th
county manager. He replaced George
Devanney, 49, of Berkeley Heights,
who retired suddenly after nine years
on the job.

Mr. Faella was given a salary of
$155,000 in his new role, $14,000
less than Mr. Devanney was paid, but
$35,000 more than his salary as di-
rector of the county’s Department of
Parks and Community Renewal.

The $1.5-million refurbishment of
the circa-1880s Masker’s Barn in the
Deserted Village of Feltville in Ber-
keley Heights neared completion. The
county received a $426,000 grant
from the New Jersey Historic Trust in
1995 to restore the barn, but had not
used the money as of 2009, when the
freeholders voted to move ahead with
the project so as not to lose the grant.

Union County Freeholder Dan
Sullivan was named acting executive
director of the county’s utilities au-
thority after Sunil Garg resigned on
August 9, shortly after losing a
whistleblower lawsuit he brought last
year.

Mr. Sullivan continued to serve as
a freeholder, but opted to forego his
$30,000 salary and health benefits
package from the county.

Region
The region was shaken in August

by an earthquake at 1:55 p.m. on
August 23. The low-level earthquake
caused buildings, desks and com-
puter screens to sway. The level-5.8
earthquake, with an epicenter in
northern Virginia, transmitted trem-
ors as far north as Boston. In this area,
officials estimated the effect was
approximately a level 3.

At the tail end of August, Hurri-
cane Irene came in as a category-one
storm and left behind a trail of flood-
ing, downed trees and power outages
before moving out of the area. Union
County Public Information Officer
Sebastian D’Elia said that road clo-
sures were “too numerous to even list
on our website.” The Union County
Office of Emergency Management
(OEM) assisted multiple towns, in-
cluding Cranford and Kenilworth,
with evacuations and pumping out
water.

SEPTEMBER
Westfield

Westfield began September still
fending off the effects of Hurricane
Irene. Westfield Town Hall and the
police department were running on
generator power immediately after
the storm. The police department re-
sponded to 422 emergency calls, in-
cluding four car accidents, 26 medi-
cal emergencies, 60 downed trees
and 39 downed wires.

In an effort to assist neighboring
Cranford, Westfield hosted Cranford
Municipal Court, as Cranford Town

Hall was flooded out. Also,
Westfield’s dispatch center was han-
dling all 9-1-1 Cranford calls.

Some 6,300 pupils went back to
Westfield’s classrooms on Septem-
ber 7 to start the new school year,
roughly the same enrollment as last
year.

The town commemorated the 10-
year anniversary of the attacks on
September 11, 2001, the national trag-
edy in which 12 Westfield residents
lost their lives. The Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra performed a special
10th Anniversary Commemoration
Concert.

Scotch Plains
Five residents of Bayberry Village

were evacuated during the height of
Hurricane Irene, and the police de-
partment, town hall and TV-35 were
all without power. Route 22 flooded
across all four lanes near Martine
Avenue.

Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool
reported that heading into Septem-
ber, 1,500 homes were still without
power.

Later in the month, residents bid
farewell to summer at the annual Ital-
ian Festival at St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church. The
festival drew thousands, as usual, who
came to sample the food, enjoy the
rides and catch up with old friends as
summer wound down.

The township dedicated its 9/11
Memorial on the Alan Augustine Vil-
lage Green on Park Avenue to honor
both the victims and the survivors.
The monument included a 10-foot
section of steel beam recovered from
the World Trade Center and three
benches in memory of Scotch Plains
9/11 victims.

The township council introduced,
in a 3-2 vote, an ordinance amend-
ment that allowed the purchaser of
the Shackamaxon Country Club to
build up to 60 age-restricted housing
units on the golf course property,
while also maintaining the financially
troubled golf course’s operation.

Later in the month, at a citizens’
forum on the subject, residents ex-
pressed dissatisfaction with the plans.
Some questioned the township’s re-
solve and position in fighting two
lawsuits, and one person accused
Scotch Plains of “selling out” area
residents.

Fanwood
Fanwood began September coping

with Irene’s aftermath. Mayor Col-
leen Mahr met with a PSE&G repre-
sentative and toured the parts of the
borough that were still without power
from Irene. As September began,
there were still 300 residents in
Fanwood without power. The
Fanwood Presbyterian Church and
Temple Sholom offered their facili-
ties to residents who needed to refrig-
erate food, cook meals or charge their
electronic devices.

A few weeks later, Mayor Mahr
estimated the borough spent about
$50,000 during the hurricane emer-
gency, with about $30,000 of that
total consisting of salary and wages
and the remainder being spent on
gasoline, equipment rentals and other
related expenses.

Mountainside
Board of Education member Mary

Beth Schaumberg resigned, the latest
member to quit. Her decision fol-
lowed that of Carolyn Williams, who
announced her resignation in late
August.

In a letter to the newspaper, Ms.
Schaumberg said that she was “truly
saddened and frightened by what the
future holds for the Mountainside
children.”

Later in the month, the
Mountainside BOE introduced a new
chief school administrator, Nancy
Lubarsky, a resident of Cranford. She
was most recently the superintendent
of Bethlehem Township School Dis-
trict in Hunterdon County.

Cranford
Mayor Daniel Aschenbach praised

the “resilience of our residents” and

said the recovery from the late Au-
gust flooding was “one of the most
significant challenges the township
has had to face.”

He estimated about $3 million in
clean-up costs. Later in the month,
those estimates went up to $5 mil-
lion, as Cranford sought funds from
FEMA, as well as state aid, to spur on
municipal recovery.

Garwood
The borough incurred in excess of

$75,000 in expenses due to Hurri-
cane Irene, Borough Council Build-
ings and Grounds Committee Chair-
man Victor DeFilippo reported in
September. Borough Clerk Christina
Ariemma said the borough would
seek reimbursement from its insur-
ance company and FEMA.

Councilman DeFilippo said trees
took out power lines and pulled up
sidewalks, and the cleanup of the
trees cost $3,200. Laptops at the po-
lice department were destroyed, cost-
ing approximately $6,000 to replace.

The municipal building, pump sta-
tion and underpass on Center Street,
as well as North and South Avenue
businesses, were without power for
one week.

County
Union County Prosecutor Ted

Romankow announced that while his
five-month investigation of the op-
erations of last year’s MusicFest did
not result in criminal charges, the
accounting of monies generated was
“poorly executed” by the county.

The probe determined the event
cost the county $1.1 million, with
most of the offsetting revenue going
to vendors hired to run the event and
book performers.

Later in the month, the county
hosted 2011’s MusicFest at Oak
Ridge Park in Clark, which featured
acts such as Blondie, Collective Soul
and The Smithereens.

In other news, Union County an-
nounced that it would receive
$300,000 to assist workers who were
either temporarily or permanently
displaced due to Hurricane Irene.

OCTOBER
Westfield

The Westfield Police Department
investigated a fatal early morning
accident that took place on the 1000
block of Tice Place on October 1.
Two motor vehicles crashed at the
intersection of Clifton Avenue and
Tice Place; a 69-year-old Old Bridge
man died as a result of injuries sus-
tained in the crash.

October also saw the board of edu-
cation vote unanimously to set aside
as revenue $1.4 million to offset
school taxes in the 2012-2013-school
budget.

Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky,
for the second time in recent months,
temporarily adjourned a town coun-
cil meeting when audience members
began shouting out of order regard-
ing the Central Avenue pedestrian-
crossing signal.

Touting what he called a “great
public-private partnership,” Westfield
Town Administrator Jim Gildea
pointed to the beginning stages of
Westfield’s cooperative effort with
the Friends of Mindowaskin Park.

Both entities collaborated on plans
to make the park sparkle before its
100th birthday in 2018.

Scotch Plains
Scotch Plains officials encouraged

Fanwood to team up on police dis-
patching services; Fanwood currently
is part of Union County’s dispatch
system.

Brunner School parents expressed
safety concerns regarding student
“drop-off” zones at the school.

Fanwood
Fanwood’s Borough Council

capped borough construction fees at
$25 apiece for post-Hurricane Irene
residential repairs. Fanwood’s gov-
erning body also approved a Master
Plan to guide the future of the
borough’s parks.

Cranford
Cranford Mayor Daniel

Aschenbach presented certificates of
appreciation to a number of township
departments and officials, local utili-
ties and township volunteers and or-
ganizations for their efforts during
and after Hurricane Irene.

Since the aftermath of Hurricane
Irene, Cranford, Union, Millburn and
Springfield banded together to form
the Mayors’ Council on Rahway River
Watershed Flood Control, headed by
each municipality’s mayor and engi-
neer, to discuss ideas for controlling
Rahway River’s floodwaters.

Mountainside
Kenneth Disko, 48, of

Mountainside pleaded guilty to mak-
ing false representations for a gov-
ernment contract, a second-degree
offense, in state Superior Court in
Union County. Mr. Disko oversaw
construction projects for the
Westfield, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
and Tinton Falls school districts. He
was charged with accepting kickbacks
totaling $80,000, as well as orches-
trating a series of fraudulent contract
schemes.

County
The issuance of a report by the

Union County prosecutor in August
critical of how the 2010 MusicFest
was managed by the county was the
subject of exchanges between county
freeholders and a few county resi-
dents at the September freeholders
meeting. Later in the month, County
Manager Alfred Faella announced
that the county had implemented a
number of fiscal recommendations
made by the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office in time for the
September 2011 Union County Fair
featuring MusicFest.

Mr. Faella made the announcement
with the support of the freeholder
board, and through Finance Director
Bibi Taylor, who outlined a compre-
hensive list of corrective actions in
nine areas pertaining to the
prosecutor’s report.

Region
A rare October snow and ice storm

ripped through the area and para-
lyzed the region. Many trees and
branches still covered with colorful
fall foliage were split in half during
the October 29 event, downing nu-
merous power lines, creating danger-
ous conditions and leaving thousands
of residents and businesses without
electrical power just weeks after re-
covering from Hurricane Irene.

NOVEMBER
Westfield

The president of the Westfield
Board of Education, Julia Walker,
resigned effective at the end of the
month after an eight-and-a-half-year
tenure. Mrs. Walker said she had re-
emerged into the work force on a full-
time basis and that this, along with
family obligations, helped to make
her decision.

Westfield Firefighters Mutual Be-
nevolent Association Branch No. 30
Vice-President James Ryan addressed
the town council regarding the union’s
desire for additional staffing and fund-
ing of the fire department.

Scotch Plains
Representatives from the group

overseeing the restoration of the his-
toric Frazee House announced a se-
ries of community meetings to im-
prove residents’ understanding about
the refurbishment efforts and what
should be done with the property.

After 12 years of service to the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education, Anthony Del Sordi offi-
cially retired as business administra-
tor and board secretary.

The township council was asked
by residents of Sunset Place to per-
manently close the entrance of their
street from Park Avenue. The street,
which connects to Union Avenue,
has been barricaded for two years
while the state Department of Trans-
portation completed a $5-million
project aimed at reducing conges-
tion at the interchange of Route 22
with Park Avenue and Bonnie Burn
Road.

Fanwood
On the evening of November 1,

Monica G. Reiss, 59, of Fanwood
was struck and killed by a motorist as
she was crossing Midway Avenue on
her way home from the Fanwood
train station. The Scotch Plains and
Fanwood libraries honored her
memory by establishing a memorial
fund in her name in support of devel-
oping resources for people affected
by autism disorders.

Republicans swept all four council
races in Westfield on Election Day.
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, a two-
term Democratic incumbent facing
her first reelection challenge, won a
third term, while Democratic incum-
bent Councilman Russell Huegel and
his running mate, Kevin Boris, also
were victorious.

Cranford
Republicans Andis Kalnins and

Lisa Adubato Nesi won two seats on
Cranford’s Township Committee,
defeating Democrats, incumbent
mayor Dan Aschenbach and Thomas
Hannen, Jr. The GOP will have a 3-2
advantage in January.

Garwood
Democratic incumbents Louis

Petruzzelli and Sara Todisco swept
two Garwood Council races to main-
tain a 3-3 tie on the borough govern-
ing body, with Republican Mayor
Patricia Quattrocchi as the tiebreaker.

The school board approved the ter-
mination of the Clark/Garwood
shared-service agreement for busi-
ness administrator services.

Garwood’s borough council intro-
duced an ordinance to freeze longev-
ity benefits for employees.

County
Union County Freeholders Angel

Estrada and Chris Hudak, along with
Vernell Wright, defeated their Re-
publican challengers to maintain a 9-
0 majority on the board.

The freeholders hired outside at-
torneys to represent former county
manager George Devanney, as well
as the county itself, in a harassment
lawsuit filed by county employee
Richmond Lapolla, the brother of
former county manager Michael
Lapolla.

The Union County Human Rela-
tions Commission held a special pre-
sentation on gang awareness to in-
crease understanding in order to pre-
vent and reduce street violence in the
community.

Region
Summit Republican City Council-

woman Ellen Dickson won the race
for the mayor’s office, while
Kenilworth voters reelected Repub-
lican Mayor Kathi Fiamingo to a
second term.

With power mostly restored to
homes and businesses, area public
works crews and private contractors
turned their attention to cleanup ef-
forts involving the massive amount
of tree limbs and related brush gener-
ated from the October snowstorm
and left at curbside.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
said a study started nine years ago on
the levees along the Rahway River
was only 30 percent complete and $4
million under-funded.

DECEMBER
Westfield

A crowd of about 2,000 gathered
for the annual lighting of the Christ-
mas tree in Westfield’s north-side train
station parking lot.

Steel beams were placed in the
ground as the rebuilding of Ferraro’s
restaurant got underway. A fire de-
stroyed Ferraro’s, a Westfield land-
mark for decades, in May.

Board members of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC), the
management entity of the Special
Improvement District (SID), dis-
cussed multiple upcoming promo-
tions during the holiday season aimed
at generating business in the down-
town. The tree lighting opened this
year’s Welcome Home to Westfield
campaign, designed to draw holiday
shoppers to town.

The Westfield Town Council heard
complaints from a resident regarding
Department of Public Works (DPW)

lack of leadership and branch and
leaf pickup not being prioritized in
school areas. More complaints were
made on the placement of the Central
Avenue pedestrian-crossing signal.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
said the “majority of the town is ba-
sically finished” for branch and tree
pickup from the October storm, and
that all of the town’s DPW crews
would then be committed to leaf col-
lection.

Reporting on the district’s annual
audit, auditor Robert Morrison told
the Westfield Board of Education that
the bid-rigging scheme that led to
charges against the district’s busi-
ness administrator, engineer and three
contractors was all but impossible to
catch in district financials due to col-
lusion between the parties charged.

The Westfield Board of Education
unanimously passed upon its first
reading the district’s Code of Con-
duct policy.

Mountainside
Newly appointed Chief School

Administrator (CSA) Nancy
Lubarsky was present for her first
official Mountainside Board of Edu-
cation (BOE) meeting. Ms. Lubarsky
was hired in September and intro-
duced to the public at a board meet-
ing that month, but did not officially
begin her duties as CSA until No-
vember 14. Ms. Lubarsky also holds
the position of principal of
Beechwood Elementary School.

The Mountainside Board of
Education’s newly hired Chief School
Administrator (CSA), Nancy
Lubarsky, announced the hiring of
Joy Blom as the new supervisor of
curriculum and instruction for the
district, replacing Thomas Conroy,
who resigned earlier in the year.

Cranford
Township Mayor Daniel

Aschenbach said the online petition
opposing a proposed development
on Birchwood Avenue had garnered
more than 100 comments from resi-
dents. The mayor said he would take
the petition to Trenton and present it
to Governor Chris Christie and other
state officials.

Mayor Aschenbach said that
PSE&G officials were formulating a
plan to relocate the South Avenue
substation that flooded during Hurri-
cane Irene and led to a multi-day
power outage in Cranford and parts
of surrounding communities.

Township officials were in agree-
ment to spend more to essentially do
away with the first floor of the Cranford
Municipal Building and build up and
out. Damage from Hurricane Irene
wiped out the first floor of the build-
ing, taking out the police headquar-
ters, 9-1-1 service, courtroom, TV-35
and other offices, as well as damaging
paperwork and equipment.

Mayor Aschenbach bid adieu to the
township government, concluding a
municipal government career that be-
gan in the early 1980s and ended in
November when he was defeated for
reelection to his township committee
seat.

Mayor Aschenbach said it was “ob-
viously outrageous” that a judge ruled
that the Birchwood Avenue develop-
ment, which calls for 360 housing
units to be built, could go forward.
The mayor said the township commit-
tee approved the filing with the state
Superior Court of a motion to recon-
sider, adding that there is a “strong
case” for an appeal of the judge’s
ruling. The township has opposed the
development, instead seeking to turn
the property into a retention basin in
an effort to mitigate flooding on nearby
streets.

The mayor handed out certificates
of appreciation to members of the
Cranford High School varsity football
team, which won the state champion-
ship on December 3.

Scotch Plains
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board

of Education (BOE) honored the
Raiders junior varsity girls, high
school varsity girls and high school
varsity boys soccer teams for their
winning records, as well as the high

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
HEAT WAVE...Participants in the 10th Annual Downtown Westfield 5K & Pizza
Extravaganza held July 20 were subject to extreme weather conditions as the
thermometer hung in the mid 90s well into the night.
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Photo courtesy of Pam Shlissel
BIG NIGHT…Students attending the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Prom
held June 10 gather and pose in splendor at the home of Pam and Brian Shlissel
for a pre-prom party.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A RIVER RUNS THROUGH IT…The Riverside Inn in Cranford took the brunt
of the floodwaters that raged down Springfield Avenue onto North Avenue on
August 28 after Hurricane Irene’s wrath.

Christina Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ROCK LOBSTERS...The Jazz Lobsters entertain in July as part of the Scotch
Plains Village Green Concert Series.

2011 Year In Review: June Through December
JUNE

Westfield
Demolition of the Ferraro’s Res-

taurant building began in early June;
the landmark restaurant was de-
stroyed by fire a month earlier.

Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca was nominated by Gover-
nor Chris Christie to be a state Supe-
rior Court judge.

In an effort to stem traffic conges-
tion around Westfield High School, a
traffic consultant recommended four-
way stop signs at Rahway Avenue
and Dorian Road and Rahway Av-
enue and First Street; restricting the
hours when parking is allowed on the
south side of Dorian Road and cre-
ation of a bus drop-off on Rahway
Avenue.

Scotch Plains
The township council passed an

ordinance reducing the speed limit
on Cooper Road from 35 mph to 25
mph. The council also passed an or-
dinance to fund this year’s $1.1-mil-
lion capital budget.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Class of 2011 graduated 357
students during its commencement
ceremonies.

Fanwood
The borough council passed the

2011 municipal budget, calling for
$8.92 million in expenditures.

After hearing from residents at a
community meeting, borough au-
thorities, in an effort to increase safety
along Shady Lane and Poplar Place,
said they might sharply limit vehicu-
lar traffic on the two streets.

Cranford
The township committee approved

an ordinance amending the Riverfront
Redevelopment project, permitting
21 additional housing units to be built
in addition to the 106 already planned.

The township committee passed
the $31-million municipal budget for
2011.

Garwood
The Musial Group presented ar-

chitectural plans for the athletic field
complex to the borough council. Plans
call for the complex to include a
baseball field and a new field made of
artificial turf to be used for many
types of games, including soccer and
field hockey.

The council appointed Lieutenant
Bruce Underhill to replace retiring
Police Chief William Legg. He was
sworn in to his new position in July.

Mountainside
The borough council said a se-

verely damaged catch basin on Cedar
Avenue would be repaired soon, a
move that should cut down on flood-
ing issues on the street.

Retiring Supervisor of Curriculum
and Instruction Thomas Conroy urged
the board of education not to allocate
his duties among multiple staff mem-
bers, with a “shared-services” type
system, but proposed instead a full-
time staff position replacement.

County
Union County Democratic voters

elected incumbent Freeholders An-
gel Estrada and Chris Hudak and
their running mate, Vernell Wright,
in the June Primary Election to face
Republicans Andrew Smith and
Edwin Ortiz in November.

The Union County Freeholders
approved $14 million for improve-
ments to the county courthouse.

JULY
Westfield

Mark LoGrippo was sworn in as
Third Ward councilman, succeeding
Mark Ciarrocca. Mr. Ciarrocca had
resigned after being appointed a Su-
perior Court judge.

The planning board approved an
application to develop the North Av-
enue property that formerly was the
site of a White Diamond diner and
later was used by the now-closed
New Norris Chevrolet dealership. An
office building will be built on the
site.

The board of education approved
the appointment of Michael
Weissman as new assistant superin-
tendent of pupil services.

The board of education rejected a
motion to earmark an additional
$846,000 in state aid for tax relief.

Scotch Plains
Shackamaxon Golf and Country

Club and NJ Golf Partners filed law-
suits against the municipal govern-
ment, challenging the township’s
designation of the golf club property
as an area in need of rehabilitation
and the redevelopment plan that was
adopted earlier in the year.

Firefighters responded to a July 6
fire in a townhouse in Southwyck
Village.

The board of education began a
search for a replacement for Busi-
ness Administrator Anthony Del
Sordi, who announced his retirement
effective November 1.

State Superior Court Judge John
Malone signed an injunction in June
preventing all baseball from being
played, or practiced, on the turf field
at Union Catholic High School in
response to a lawsuit filed by a resi-
dent living near the high school field.

Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr said discus-

sions were ongoing regarding the
sharing of police services between
Fanwood and Scotch Plains.

Cranford
The zoning board of adjustment

turned down an application by Park-
way Sunoco, located at 401 North
Avenue, East, to renovate its facility,
including incorporating a new con-
venience store.

The township committee and flood
advisory committee met with the
Army Corps of Engineers to discuss
a study being performed by the Corps
on how to minimize flood damage in
Cranford along the Rahway River.

County
Union County Manager George

Devanney announced his retirement
effective August 1.

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders considered a
$150,000 contract for a countywide
study to evaluate the best locations to
place red-light cameras at intersec-
tions.

AUGUST
Westfield

Palmiro Ferraro, Inc. made changes
to its earlier designs for the new
Ferraro’s Restaurant after hearing
complaints from Westfield restaurant
owners that they did not adhere strictly
enough to the town’s liquor laws.

Westfield resident and former Third
Ward Councilman Mark Ciarrocca
was sworn in as a state Superior Court
judge in Union County. Approxi-
mately 100 people attended the swear-
ing-in, including several members of
the Westfield Town Council, mem-
bers of the judiciary and county and

state officials.
HSBC Bank USA decided to close

12 New Jersey branches, including
the Westfield branch, located on Elm
Street at North Avenue, and the
Millburn and Summit branches.

Disagreements about the Central
Avenue pedestrian-activated cross-
walk dominated Westfield Town
Council meetings all year in 2011. In
August, Mayor Andy Skibitsky
briefly adjourned a council meeting
when three members of the public
began shouting from the audience
regarding the crossing signal.

The mayor also referenced a 30-
page report from Police Chief John
Parizeau regarding the use and safety
of the pedestrian light. According to
the mayor, the report says it is a “safe
crossing for pedestrians, particularly
school-age children.”

Scotch Plains
Det. Lt. Brian Donnelly of the

Scotch Plains Police Department re-
ported in early August that there had
been three incidents in which resi-
dents helped the Scotch Plains police
solve three separate crimes.

The township council met again
with representatives overseeing the
restoration of the historic Frazee
House in an effort to speed up the
project that began nearly seven years
ago.

At a conference meeting, Andy
Calamaras, representing the Frazee
House restoration committee, said
that the restoration of the house itself
would cost $700,000 to $1 million,
depending in part on how faithful the
refurbishment stays to the original
design of the nearly 300-year-old
house.

Nearly 50 area residents, town of-
ficials, school administrators and
teachers turned out to hear State Sena-
tor Michael Doherty (R-23,
Hunterdon County) speak about his
“Fair School Funding Plan” at a town
hall meeting at the Scotch Hills Coun-
try Club.

Fanwood
The Fanwood Planning Board gave

its blessing to new Chippery owner
Brian Walter, unanimously approv-
ing a use variance for the South Av-
enue eatery. Mr. Walter, a Fanwood
resident, bought the place earlier this

year. Although the restaurant exists
in a residential zone, in the fall of
2010, the planning board agreed to
permit the “pre-existing non-con-
forming use” of the site.

The new Chippery owner sought
to build a basement, where he could
place his storage units; this would
allow him to maximize the space in
the restaurant.

In August, the borough council
discussed, and later approved, an or-
dinance that created a “No-Knock
List,” with an eye toward preventing
unwanted door-to-door soliciting.

Children attending Fanwood’s
National Night Out, held at LaGrande
Park, were treated to food, fun and a
movie.

Later in the month, Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr spoke of Cour-
age to Connect NJ’s efforts to force
the merger of Fanwood into Scotch
Plains. Since Scotch Plains and
Fanwood have a history of collabora-
tion and already share a school sys-
tem, they are on Courage to Connect
NJ’s radar, and the organization be-
gan gathering signatures on a peti-
tion in the local communities.

Mayor Mahr said she “knows
where the group is coming from,”
pointing to “angst and anger over
skyrocketing property taxes,” but said
she is not advocating consolidation.
She said she is pushing for further
shared services, so the borough can
“retain our own identity.”

In other borough news, Mayor
Mahr pointed to the “good news” that
site work had begun at the Fanwood
Crossings development at the corner
of Martine and South Avenues, where
Warren-based Elite Properties plans
to build a three-story, Victorian-style,
mixed-use building.

Mountainside
Mountainside Board of Education

(BOE) member Mary Beth
Schaumberg announced that the
Mountainside Education Association
(MEA) had filed a claim against the
BOE relating to an unfair labor prac-
tice in connection with how the dis-
trict pays long-term substitute teach-

ers.
In other BOE-related news, Chief

School Administrator (CSA) Jeanette
Baubles announced her resignation
effective November 1, an announce-
ment that came in the wake of the
resignation of Thomas Conroy, the
former supervisor of curriculum and
instruction.

Ms. Baubles joined the
Mountainside school district in 2007
as principal of Deerfield School. She
had been CSA since April 14, 2008.

Cranford
The State Superior Court, in late

July, ruled on a 2008 Builder’s Rem-
edy lawsuit filed by Cranford Devel-
opment Associates (CDA) against
Cranford Township and its planning
board. The ruling allows CDA to
build 360 units, 54 of them being
affordable, at 215 Birchwood Av-
enue, which the CDA owns.

Mayor Dan Aschenbach urged resi-
dents to sign a petition protesting the
court’s decision. He said he would do
everything possible to alert residents
to the dangers of flooding, excess
traffic and the increased burden to
infrastructure if the project were to
move forward.

In late August, Hurricane Irene
plowed through Union County. Flood-
waters raged down Springfield Av-
enue onto North Avenue after Irene’s
wrath. Vast areas of Cranford were
under water, including Brookside Av-
enue near the high school, Holley
Street near Garwood, Springfield Av-
enue and Nomahegan Park.

The PSE&G electric substation in
Cranford that services much of the
power grid for the region, from
Cranford to Fanwood, was under
about 10 feet of water. Repairing this
extensive damage was key to restor-
ing full power to the area.

Garwood
The Garwood Borough Council

voted to introduce a pilot program
for bulk waste pickup this year.

Councilman James Mathieu said
he had concerns with Garwood Pub-
lic Works personnel performing the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Courtesy of Joseph Hoetzl
HAVING A BALL…Renata Maroney, Kay Buinis, Darlene Palombo and David
Bierman show off their finery at the Osborn Cannonball House Museum in
Scotch Plains during the county’s “Four Centuries in a Weekend” celebration.

Christina Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CANINE SERENADE...This pooch does not mind the heat and is all smiles as he
enjoys the entertainment at the Scotch Plains Village Green Concert Series held
July 21, which included Amazing Dave and the Jazz Lobsters.

Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WINNERS CIRCLE...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, fourth from left, and
Kevin Boris, second from left, celebrate their victory on Election Night at a
Democratic Party celebration.

September 1, 2011July 28,  2011 October 20,  2011

June 16,  2011 November 10,  2011

July 28,  2011

Happy New year 2012



Scotch Plains - Fanwood Times only
Page 8 Thursday, December 29, 2011 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

Benjamin Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REMEMBERING OUR HEROES...The American Legion Color Guard Post No.
209 stands at attention during the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Veterans Day Cer-
emony held at the Veterans’ Monument in Scotch Plains on November 11.
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actual duties of picking up and dis-
posing of the waste, citing issues
with potential workers-compensation
claims, liability, overtime wages and
the wear and tear on borough trucks.

In other Garwood news, a group of
mothers spoke before the board of
education about the cancellation of a
pre-kindergarten disabled class.

One parent, with tears in her eyes,
said her child “still needs this class.”

“I can only tell you that certain
things just came to my attention…I
was unaware until just recently that
this happened,” Superintendent of
Schools Teresa Quigley responded.

County
Union County Utilities Authority

(UCUA) officials announced that a
long-term extension with Covanta
Energy, for operation of the county’s
garbage incinerator in Rahway, now
would go through 2031, instead of
2045 as originally proposed. The
original 25-year lease, signed in 1998,
extends through 2023. Fourteen of
the county’s 21 towns have existing
long-term agreements with the
UCUA.

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders made it official in
August by naming Mountainside resi-
dent Alfred Faella, 56, as its 11th
county manager. He replaced George
Devanney, 49, of Berkeley Heights,
who retired suddenly after nine years
on the job.

Mr. Faella was given a salary of
$155,000 in his new role, $14,000
less than Mr. Devanney was paid, but
$35,000 more than his salary as di-
rector of the county’s Department of
Parks and Community Renewal.

The $1.5-million refurbishment of
the circa-1880s Masker’s Barn in the
Deserted Village of Feltville in Ber-
keley Heights neared completion. The
county received a $426,000 grant
from the New Jersey Historic Trust in
1995 to restore the barn, but had not
used the money as of 2009, when the
freeholders voted to move ahead with
the project so as not to lose the grant.

Union County Freeholder Dan
Sullivan was named acting executive
director of the county’s utilities au-
thority after Sunil Garg resigned on
August 9, shortly after losing a
whistleblower lawsuit he brought last
year.

Mr. Sullivan continued to serve as
a freeholder, but opted to forego his
$30,000 salary and health benefits
package from the county.

Region
The region was shaken in August

by an earthquake at 1:55 p.m. on
August 23. The low-level earthquake
caused buildings, desks and com-
puter screens to sway. The level-5.8
earthquake, with an epicenter in
northern Virginia, transmitted trem-
ors as far north as Boston. In this area,
officials estimated the effect was ap-
proximately a level 3.

At the tail end of August, Hurri-
cane Irene came in as a category-one
storm and left behind a trail of flood-
ing, downed trees and power outages
before moving out of the area. Union
County Public Information Officer
Sebastian D’Elia said that road clo-
sures were “too numerous to even list
on our website.” The Union County
Office of Emergency Management
(OEM) assisted multiple towns, in-
cluding Cranford and Kenilworth,
with evacuations and pumping out
water.

SEPTEMBER
Westfield

Westfield began September still
fending off the effects of Hurricane
Irene. Westfield Town Hall and the
police department were running on
generator power immediately after
the storm. The police department re-
sponded to 422 emergency calls, in-
cluding four car accidents, 26 medi-
cal emergencies, 60 downed trees
and 39 downed wires.

In an effort to assist neighboring
Cranford, Westfield hosted Cranford
Municipal Court, as Cranford Town

Hall was flooded out. Also,
Westfield’s dispatch center was han-
dling all 9-1-1 Cranford calls.

Some 6,300 pupils went back to
Westfield’s classrooms on Septem-
ber 7 to start the new school year,
roughly the same enrollment as last
year.

The town commemorated the 10-
year anniversary of the attacks on
September 11, 2001, the national trag-
edy in which 12 Westfield residents
lost their lives. The Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra performed a special
10th Anniversary Commemoration
Concert.

Scotch Plains
Five residents of Bayberry Village

were evacuated during the height of
Hurricane Irene, and the police de-
partment, town hall and TV-35 were
all without power. Route 22 flooded
across all four lanes near Martine
Avenue.

Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool
reported that heading into Septem-
ber, 1,500 homes were still without
power.

Later in the month, residents bid
farewell to summer at the annual Ital-
ian Festival at St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church. The
festival drew thousands, as usual, who
came to sample the food, enjoy the
rides and catch up with old friends as
summer wound down.

The township dedicated its 9/11
Memorial on the Alan Augustine Vil-
lage Green on Park Avenue to honor
both the victims and the survivors.
The monument included a 10-foot
section of steel beam recovered from
the World Trade Center and three
benches in memory of Scotch Plains
9/11 victims.

The township council introduced,
in a 3-2 vote, an ordinance amend-
ment that allowed the purchaser of
the Shackamaxon Country Club to
build up to 60 age-restricted housing
units on the golf course property,
while also maintaining the financially
troubled golf course’s operation.

Later in the month, at a citizens’
forum on the subject, residents ex-
pressed dissatisfaction with the plans.
Some questioned the township’s re-
solve and position in fighting two
lawsuits, and one person accused
Scotch Plains of “selling out” area
residents.

Fanwood
Fanwood began September coping

with Irene’s aftermath. Mayor Col-
leen Mahr met with a PSE&G repre-
sentative and toured the parts of the
borough that were still without power
from Irene. As September began,
there were still 300 residents in
Fanwood without power. The
Fanwood Presbyterian Church and
Temple Sholom offered their facili-
ties to residents who needed to refrig-
erate food, cook meals or charge their
electronic devices.

A few weeks later, Mayor Mahr
estimated the borough spent about
$50,000 during the hurricane emer-
gency, with about $30,000 of that
total consisting of salary and wages
and the remainder being spent on
gasoline, equipment rentals and other
related expenses.

Mountainside
Board of Education member Mary

Beth Schaumberg resigned, the latest
member to quit. Her decision fol-
lowed that of Carolyn Williams, who
announced her resignation in late
August.

In a letter to the newspaper, Ms.
Schaumberg said that she was “truly
saddened and frightened by what the
future holds for the Mountainside
children.”

Later in the month, the
Mountainside BOE introduced a new
chief school administrator, Nancy
Lubarsky, a resident of Cranford. She
was most recently the superintendent
of Bethlehem Township School Dis-
trict in Hunterdon County.

Cranford
Mayor Daniel Aschenbach praised

the “resilience of our residents” and

said the recovery from the late Au-
gust flooding was “one of the most
significant challenges the township
has had to face.”

He estimated about $3 million in
clean-up costs. Later in the month,
those estimates went up to $5 mil-
lion, as Cranford sought funds from
FEMA, as well as state aid, to spur on
municipal recovery.

Garwood
The borough incurred in excess of

$75,000 in expenses due to Hurri-
cane Irene, Borough Council Build-
ings and Grounds Committee Chair-
man Victor DeFilippo reported in
September. Borough Clerk Christina
Ariemma said the borough would
seek reimbursement from its insur-
ance company and FEMA.

Councilman DeFilippo said trees
took out power lines and pulled up
sidewalks, and the cleanup of the
trees cost $3,200. Laptops at the po-
lice department were destroyed, cost-
ing approximately $6,000 to replace.

The municipal building, pump sta-
tion and underpass on Center Street,
as well as North and South Avenue
businesses, were without power for
one week.

County
Union County Prosecutor Ted

Romankow announced that while his
five-month investigation of the op-
erations of last year’s MusicFest did
not result in criminal charges, the
accounting of monies generated was
“poorly executed” by the county.

The probe determined the event
cost the county $1.1 million, with
most of the offsetting revenue going
to vendors hired to run the event and
book performers.

Later in the month, the county
hosted 2011’s MusicFest at Oak
Ridge Park in Clark, which featured
acts such as Blondie, Collective Soul
and The Smithereens.

In other news, Union County an-
nounced that it would receive
$300,000 to assist workers who were
either temporarily or permanently
displaced due to Hurricane Irene.

OCTOBER
Westfield

The Westfield Police Department
investigated a fatal early morning
accident that took place on the 1000
block of Tice Place on October 1.
Two motor vehicles crashed at the
intersection of Clifton Avenue and
Tice Place; a 69-year-old Old Bridge
man died as a result of injuries sus-
tained in the crash.

October also saw the board of edu-
cation vote unanimously to set aside
as revenue $1.4 million to offset
school taxes in the 2012-2013-school
budget.

Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky,
for the second time in recent months,
temporarily adjourned a town coun-
cil meeting when audience members
began shouting out of order regard-
ing the Central Avenue pedestrian-
crossing signal.

Touting what he called a “great
public-private partnership,” Westfield
Town Administrator Jim Gildea
pointed to the beginning stages of
Westfield’s cooperative effort with
the Friends of Mindowaskin Park.

Both entities collaborated on plans
to make the park sparkle before its
100th birthday in 2018.

Scotch Plains
Scotch Plains officials encouraged

Fanwood to team up on police dis-
patching services; Fanwood currently
is part of Union County’s dispatch
system.

Brunner School parents expressed
safety concerns regarding student
“drop-off” zones at the school.

Fanwood
Fanwood’s Borough Council

capped borough construction fees at
$25 apiece for post-Hurricane Irene
residential repairs. Fanwood’s gov-
erning body also approved a Master
Plan to guide the future of the
borough’s parks.

Cranford
Cranford Mayor Daniel

Aschenbach presented certificates of
appreciation to a number of township
departments and officials, local utili-
ties and township volunteers and or-
ganizations for their efforts during
and after Hurricane Irene.

Since the aftermath of Hurricane
Irene, Cranford, Union, Millburn and
Springfield banded together to form
the Mayors’ Council on Rahway River
Watershed Flood Control, headed by
each municipality’s mayor and engi-
neer, to discuss ideas for controlling
Rahway River’s floodwaters.

Mountainside
Kenneth Disko, 48, of

Mountainside pleaded guilty to mak-
ing false representations for a gov-
ernment contract, a second-degree
offense, in state Superior Court in
Union County. Mr. Disko oversaw
construction projects for the
Westfield, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
and Tinton Falls school districts. He
was charged with accepting kickbacks
totaling $80,000, as well as orches-
trating a series of fraudulent contract
schemes.

County
The issuance of a report by the

Union County prosecutor in August
critical of how the 2010 MusicFest
was managed by the county was the
subject of exchanges between county
freeholders and a few county resi-
dents at the September freeholders
meeting. Later in the month, County
Manager Alfred Faella announced
that the county had implemented a
number of fiscal recommendations
made by the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office in time for the
September 2011 Union County Fair
featuring MusicFest.

Mr. Faella made the announcement
with the support of the freeholder
board, and through Finance Director
Bibi Taylor, who outlined a compre-
hensive list of corrective actions in
nine areas pertaining to the
prosecutor’s report.

Region
A rare October snow and ice storm

ripped through the area and para-
lyzed the region. Many trees and
branches still covered with colorful
fall foliage were split in half during
the October 29 event, downing nu-
merous power lines, creating danger-
ous conditions and leaving thousands
of residents and businesses without
electrical power just weeks after re-
covering from Hurricane Irene.

NOVEMBER
Westfield

The president of the Westfield
Board of Education, Julia Walker,
resigned effective at the end of the
month after an eight-and-a-half-year
tenure. Mrs. Walker said she had re-
emerged into the work force on a full-
time basis and that this, along with
family obligations, helped to make
her decision.

Westfield Firefighters Mutual
Benevolent Association Branch No.
30 Vice-President James Ryan ad-
dressed the town council regarding
the union’s desire for additional staff-
ing and funding of the fire depart-
ment.

Scotch Plains
Representatives from the group

overseeing the restoration of the his-
toric Frazee House announced a se-
ries of community meetings to im-
prove residents’ understanding about
the refurbishment efforts and what
should be done with the property.

After 12 years of service to the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Edu-
cation, Anthony Del Sordi officially
retired as business administrator and
board secretary.

The township council was asked by
residents of Sunset Place to perma-
nently close the entrance of their street
from Park Avenue. The street, which
connects to Union Avenue, has been
barricaded for two years while the
state Department of Transportation
completed a $5-million project aimed
at reducing congestion at the inter-
change of Route 22 with Park Avenue
and Bonnie Burn Road.

Fanwood
On the evening of November 1,

Monica G. Reiss, 59, of Fanwood
was struck and killed by a motorist as
she was crossing Midway Avenue on
her way home from the Fanwood
train station. The Scotch Plains and
Fanwood libraries honored her
memory by establishing a memorial
fund in her name in support of devel-
oping resources for people affected
by autism disorders.

Republicans swept all four council
races in Westfield on Election Day.
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, a two-
term Democratic incumbent facing
her first reelection challenge, won a
third term, while Democratic incum-
bent Councilman Russell Huegel and
his running mate, Kevin Boris, also
were victorious.

Cranford
Republicans Andis Kalnins and

Lisa Adubato Nesi won two seats on
Cranford’s Township Committee,
defeating Democrats, incumbent
mayor Dan Aschenbach and Thomas
Hannen, Jr. The GOP will have a 3-2
advantage in January.

Garwood
Democratic incumbents Louis

Petruzzelli and Sara Todisco swept
two Garwood Council races to main-
tain a 3-3 tie on the borough govern-
ing body, with Republican Mayor
Patricia Quattrocchi as the tiebreaker.

The school board approved the ter-
mination of the Clark/Garwood
shared-service agreement for busi-
ness administrator services.

Garwood’s borough council intro-
duced an ordinance to freeze longev-
ity benefits for employees.

County
Union County Freeholders Angel

Estrada and Chris Hudak, along with
Vernell Wright, defeated their Re-
publican challengers to maintain a 9-
0 majority on the board.

The freeholders hired outside at-
torneys to represent former county
manager George Devanney, as well
as the county itself, in a harassment
lawsuit filed by county employee
Richmond Lapolla, the brother of
former county manager Michael
Lapolla.

The Union County Human Rela-
tions Commission held a special pre-
sentation on gang awareness to in-
crease understanding in order to pre-
vent and reduce street violence in the
community.

Region
Summit Republican City Council-

woman Ellen Dickson won the race
for the mayor’s office, while
Kenilworth voters reelected Repub-
lican Mayor Kathi Fiamingo to a
second term.

With power mostly restored to
homes and businesses, area public
works crews and private contractors
turned their attention to cleanup ef-
forts involving the massive amount
of tree limbs and related brush gener-
ated from the October snowstorm
and left at curbside.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
said a study started nine years ago on
the levees along the Rahway River
was only 30 percent complete and $4
million under-funded.

DECEMBER
Westfield

A crowd of about 2,000 gathered
for the annual lighting of the Christ-
mas tree in Westfield’s north-side train
station parking lot.

Steel beams were placed in the
ground as the rebuilding of Ferraro’s
restaurant got underway. A fire de-
stroyed Ferraro’s, a Westfield landmark
for decades, in May.

Board members of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC), the
management entity of the Special Im-
provement District (SID), discussed
multiple upcoming promotions during
the holiday season aimed at generating
business in the downtown. The tree
lighting opened this year’s Welcome
Home to Westfield campaign, designed
to draw holiday shoppers to town.

The Westfield Town Council heard
complaints from a resident regarding
Department of Public Works (DPW)
lack of leadership and branch and

leaf pickup not being prioritized in
school areas. More complaints were
made on the placement of the Central
Avenue pedestrian-crossing signal.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
said the “majority of the town is ba-
sically finished” for branch and tree
pickup from the October storm, and
that all of the town’s DPW crews
would then be committed to leaf col-
lection.

Reporting on the district’s annual
audit, auditor Robert Morrison told
the Westfield Board of Education that
the bid-rigging scheme that led to
charges against the district’s busi-
ness administrator, engineer and three
contractors was all but impossible to
catch in district financials due to col-
lusion between the parties charged.

The Westfield Board of Education
unanimously passed upon its first
reading the district’s Code of Con-
duct policy.

Mountainside
Newly appointed Chief School

Administrator (CSA) Nancy
Lubarsky was present for her first
official Mountainside Board of Edu-
cation (BOE) meeting. Ms. Lubarsky
was hired in September and intro-
duced to the public at a board meet-
ing that month, but did not officially
begin her duties as CSA until No-
vember 14. Ms. Lubarsky also holds
the position of principal of
Beechwood Elementary School.

The Mountainside Board of
Education’s newly hired Chief School
Administrator (CSA), Nancy
Lubarsky, announced the hiring of
Joy Blom as the new supervisor of
curriculum and instruction for the
district, replacing Thomas Conroy,
who resigned earlier in the year.

Cranford
Township Mayor Daniel

Aschenbach said the online petition
opposing a proposed development
on Birchwood Avenue had garnered
more than 100 comments from resi-
dents. The mayor said he would take
the petition to Trenton and present it
to Governor Chris Christie and other
state officials.

Mayor Aschenbach said that
PSE&G officials were formulating a
plan to relocate the South Avenue
substation that flooded during Hurri-
cane Irene and led to a multi-day
power outage in Cranford and parts
of surrounding communities.

Township officials were in agree-
ment to spend more to essentially do
away with the first floor of the
Cranford Municipal Building and
build up and out. Damage from Hur-
ricane Irene wiped out the first floor
of the building, taking out the police
headquarters, 9-1-1 service, court-
room, TV-35 and other offices, as
well as damaging paperwork and
equipment.

Mayor Aschenbach bid adieu to
the township government, conclud-
ing a municipal government career
that began in the early 1980s and
ended in November when he was
defeated for reelection to his town-
ship committee seat.

Mayor Aschenbach said it was “ob-
viously outrageous” that a judge ruled
that the Birchwood Avenue develop-
ment, which calls for 360 housing
units to be built, could go forward.
The mayor said the township com-
mittee approved the filing with the
state Superior Court of a motion to
reconsider, adding that there is a
“strong case” for an appeal of the
judge’s ruling. The township has op-
posed the development, instead seek-
ing to turn the property into a reten-
tion basin in an effort to mitigate flood-
ing on nearby streets.

The mayor handed out certificates
of appreciation to members of the
Cranford High School varsity football
team, which won the state champion-
ship on December 3.

Scotch Plains
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board

of Education (BOE) honored the
Raiders junior varsity girls, high
school varsity girls and high school
varsity boys soccer teams for their
winning records, as well as the high

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FRESH FROM THE VINE…Ripe, red tomatoes were one of the many fresh
produce items offered at the Scotch Plains Marketplace on a Saturday morning
in August.

Christina Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HISTORIC ENGINE...The vintage Fanwood Fire Department’s ladder truck
wowed children and other onlookers at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Memorial Day
Parade on May 30.
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County Looks to Cut Inmate
Population by 10 Percent

Mountainside BOE Appoints New
Curriculum Supervisor

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — A recently released
report shows that while the number
prisoners being sent to the Union
County jail in Elizabeth has dropped
by 23 percent since 2005, the jail’s
population has remained at 900.

“That tells you that fewer prisoners
are being processed through the crimi-
nal system at a much lower rate,”
Director of Corrections Brian Riordan
said.

Looking to address why Union
County has not seen a decline of
inmates at its jail, the county em-
ployed the services of Luminosity, a
Florida-based consulting company
that Mr. Riordon said has achieved
“significant reductions” in inmate
populations at jails in Camden and
Mercer Counties.

Mr. Riordon, who will release his
proposal to cutting the jail popula-
tion in January, said his goal is to
reduce the Union County’s prison
population by 10 percent or 100 pris-
oners. In addition to 900 inmates at
the county lockup, another 100 pris-
oners are housed at Logan and
Delanney Halls in Newark, alcohol
and drug rehabilitation facilities for
inmates that are soon to be released.

“This (reduction) is not an opening
of the doors and letting individuals
out who should be incarcerated. Those
individuals who should be incarcer-
ated will continue to be incarcerated
for as long as necessary,” Mr. Riordon
told the board. “If we are able to
achieve a 10 percent reduction for
our overall inmate population it trans-
lates into a tremendous amount of
monetary savings.”

The reduction would be achieved by
working with the county prosecutor’s
office, the courts, and public defender’s
and probation offices.

“Once we engage all these individu-
als and get individuals on the same
sheet of music and start qualifying and
quantifying inmates…I think that we
will see a reduction to the average daily
population,” Mr. Riordon said.

Marie Van Nostrand of Luminosity
said 75 percent the inmates at the county
jail are pending trial in state Superior
Court with another 10 percent awaiting
sentencing in Superior Court.

She said the study looked at crime
rates, incident and arrest rates as well
as “how long it takes for a case to go
through the court system.” She said
based on the 23 percent decline in
inmates entering the jail, the prison’s
head count should be 853 instead of
over 1,000 that are currently in the
county’s custody.

“So really it’s about length of stay.
It’s not about releasing people. It’s not
about alternatives. It’s affectively pro-
cessing cases throughout the criminal
justice system,” Ms. Van Nostrand said.

Ms. Van Nostrand said Union
County has a five-month wait for sen-
tencing for persons who either has
been found guilty or who have pled
guilty. She said the state average is six
weeks. Her report recommends that
judges increase utilization of the 10
percent bail option for those individu-
als who qualify for lower bail based on
charges pending against them.

Ms. Van Nostrand said her study
found that some 60 persons would
not be in the jail on a daily basis if
they could post bails between $1,000
and $5,000.

Mr. Riordon said renovations
planned at the jail also are a factor. At
present, the corrections department
is planning to move female prisoners
to the former juvenile detention cen-

ter above a parking garage across the
street from the jail. He said a reduc-
tion of 100 prisoners could eliminate
the need to expand into that facility,
saving the county money for hiring
additional correction officers or a “tre-
mendous” amount of overtime costs.

“I think its (moving ahead with
recommendations) is a no brainer,”
Mr. Riordon said. “I thought it was a
good issue to move forward on.”

“I absolutely agree,” Freeholder
Chairwoman Deborah Scanlon com-
mented.

In other business, representatives
from the KemperSports, the Illinois
firm that manages the county’s two
golf courses – Galloping Hill in
Kenilworth and Ash Brook in Scotch
Plains  — reported to the freeholders
that the county’s golf revenues hit $4
million this year, up $500,000 from
2010. Joseph Abood of KemperSports
said $280,000 of the $4 million was
from the food and beverage operation.
He said the county also increased its
number of golf outings from 29 in 2010
to 54 this year. Golf outings average
$83 for a round of golf in revenue
compared to $30 for a regular round.

Next year the new clubhouse/ban-
quet facility and learning center will
be opened at Galloping Hill leading
to additional revenues, said
KemperSports’ Dan Cunningham.

County residents Bruce Paterson of
Garwood and Tina Renna of Cranford
both stated that the county should not
be involved in the banquet business,
saying the county will be competing
with private facilities that are strug-
gling for revenues at this time.

The freeholders approved con-
trolled deer hunts in the Watchung
and Ash Brook Reservations early in
2012 as part of the county’s deer
management program.

A hunt will be conducted the last
week of February or the first week in
March in the Watchung Reservation
and the Summit portion of the Passaic
River Park. A separate hunt will be
conducted on Mondays in February
in Lenape Park.

Dan Bernier, director of the
county’s division of park planning
and horticulture, said hunters from
the Oak Ridge Sportmen’s Associa-
tion would be able to hunt six days
per week from dawn to dusk with the
exception of Sundays between Janu-
ary 7 and February 11 in Ash Brook,
dates set by the state per its permit
shot gun hunting season.

“We believe there is about 150 too
many deer in that park (Ash Brook)
but we think that reasonably the Oak
Ridge Sportmen’s Association could
take out 60 (deer),” Mr. Bernier ex-
plained. There are nine hunters in
the club who will mostly be hunting
at night.

In her last meeting as a Freeholder,
Nancy Ward of Westfield voted
against the hunts with the other six
freeholders voting in favor. Freehold-
ers Bette Jane Kowalski and
Mohamed Jalloh were absent.

In other business, Freeholder Dan
Sullivan announced the completion
of the extension of the lease on the
energy-generating solid waste incin-
erator in Rahway through 2031. The
current 25-year lease was to expire in
2023. All 14 towns with long-term
contracts with Union County Utili-
ties Authority (UCUA) signed exten-
sions. As part of the deal, those towns
will now see a $12 drop in tipping
fees at the incinerator.

Those towns will be issued checks
retroactive to January 1, 2011 based
on their 2011 tonnages.

Dominic Lagano for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BUDGET REVIEW...Mountainside Board of Education members look over
preliminary numbers for the 2012-2013 school budget during a discussion with
school officials and the district’s auditor at the December 20 BOE meeting.

Major Staffing Changes
At Center for Hope Hospice

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – Since its founding the
name Coloney has been synonymous
with Center for Hope Hospice, but
that all changed this year when Rob-
ert Coloney was let go.

Center For Hope (CFH) was the
dream of Father Charles Hudson and
Peggy Coloney, pioneers in hospice
care, not only in New Jersey, but
nationwide. Peggy began providing
hospice care for cancer patients in
their homes in the 1970s, long before
formal hospice and palliative care
was being offered. CFH operates
Father Hudson House in Elizabeth
and Peggy Coloney’s House at Hope
Village in Scotch Plains, which serve
as in-patient hospice facilities, as well
as offering home hospice care. Fa-
ther Hudson died in 1997 and Peggy
Coloney passed away in 2003.

Board of Trustees Chairman Al
Sauer had “no comment” to The
Westfield Leader and The Times re-
garding the Coloney family’s depar-
ture from CFH or the fact that at least
five board members have departed the
organization as well, including retired
Union County Assignment Judge for
state Superior Court, Walter Barisonik.

“I am truly blessed to live in this
community. Everyone has been so
supportive during this difficult tran-
sition in our lives,” Mr. Coloney told
The Leader/Times. “I am also at peace
knowing that the three board mem-
bers who contributed the most to the
organization during my tenure
stepped down as a result of the drastic
changes, which go against the origi-
nal philosophy and mission as writ-
ten by Peggy and Father Hudson.”

Diane Coloney, Mr. Coloney’s wife,
left CFH shortly after he was termi-
nated. After being with CFH for over 19
years as director of volunteer services
and community education, she said that
the departure was “heartbreaking.”

Mr. Coloney told The Leader/Times
that he saw that the non-profit was
not breaking even, and that it was he
who had approached the board ask-
ing for help in managing the clinical
profitability aspect of CFH.

According to the available 990 tax
forms for CFH, the organization
showed for 2009 revenue of
$10,384,799 and expenses of
$11,381,595 for a loss of $996,796.
In 2008 the organization lost
$738,181 and in 2007 there was a
loss of $292,955.

Despite rumors that CFH was be-
coming a for-profit corporation or
that it was for sale, current CFH Presi-
dent Frank Brady and Chief Operat-
ing Officer Jeff Lampl categorically
denied those rumors. When asked if
there was anything in the CFH’s fi-

nances to indicate that the Coloneys
had been mismanaging or misusing
funds, Mr. Lampl said, “not at all.”

Mr. Brady, a registered nurse who
has worked for both profit and non-
profit hospices, said he was brought
into the organization over a year ago
because of “financial difficulties”
calling it “severe” and saying that
income was not meeting expenses.

Mr. Lampl said room and board
charges are not covered by Medicare
and are not usually covered by insur-
ance. CFH charges a room and board
fee of $325 per day at Peggy’s House
and $250 per day at Father Hudson
House. There is also a $2,700 non-
refundable week’s down payment re-
quired “for those that can pay” Mr.
Lampl said. He added that the center
provided approximately $1.5 million
in charitable care this year. Mr. Lampl
also said that the flat fee covers equip-
ment rental costs, room painting and
cleaning. When asked about layoffs
and staff members who had quit, Mr.
Lampl told The Leader/Times that a lot
of staff was “re-purposed” and that
money being spent on personnel who
were laid off was moved into the facili-
ties for direct care staff.

Mr. Brady said that “change is diffi-
cult, but change was essential” and that
care at the center is “better than it was
when I first got here.”

However, current and former CFH
staff members who declined to be
named for this article told The Leader/
Times that there are “extremely dis-
turbing changes” happening and that it
has “become very difficult to give qual-
ity care” under the new management.

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Board
of Election reflected on the changes
that occurred in this year and the
challenges the board will face in 2012
at its last meetng of 2011 on Decem-
ber  20.

Two members of the board, Mary
Beth Schaumberg and Caroline Wil-
liams, resigned this year and were
replaced by new board members Kate
Motz and Jeane Parker.  Chief School
Administrator (CSA) Jeanette
Baubles also resigned from her posi-
tion as did Supervisor of Curriculum
and Instruction Thomas Conroy. Ms.
Baubles was replaced by Cranford
resident Nancy Lubarsky, an admin-
istrator with over 25 years experi-
ence in teaching.

It was announced on December 20
by Ms. Lubarsky that the board has
approved the hiring of Joy Blom as
the new supervisor of curriculum and
instruction for the district. Ms. Blom
is an educator with 14 years experi-
ence as a teacher. A graduate of
Montclair State University, she is now
an adjunct professor at that institu-
tion. Ms. Blom was also a teacher and
English supervisor at Wallkill Valley
Regional High School, located in
Hamburg, New Jersey.

Stating she was excited to be hired
by the district, Ms. Blom briefly ad-
dressed the board and the public.
“I’m looking forward to my starting
date…I hope that I can contribute
and make Mountainside a better dis-
trict, move it in a new direction in the
21st century and give the kids every-
thing they need as well as the parents.
So I look forward to it.” Ms. Blom is
scheduled to join the district on Tues-
day, January 3.

As with most other school districts
in the state, the Mountainside School
District will face a significant finan-
cial challenge in 2012. The adminis-

trator charged with addressing these
challenges is School Business Ad-
ministrator Daniel Saragnese.

In 2011, Mr. Saragnese imple-
mented two new programs to cut cost
for the district due to fiscal shortcom-
ings: a subscription busing service
and a “pay to play” program, which
necessitated families to pay for stu-
dent participation in sports and other
extra-curricular activities.

As previously covered in The
Westfield Leader and The Times, Mr.
Saragnese briefly provided the sched-
uled “state of the state” in order to
initiate the process of the 2012-2013
budget. “The primary focus of the
financial update this evening is the
presentation of the school district’s
audit for the year ending on June 30,
2011.” The audit was conducted by
the firm of Hodulik and Morrison in
order to clarify the district’s “finan-
cial position” allowing Mr. Saragnese
to begin the 2012 budget process.

Robert Morrison presented his find-
ings to the board. “The district started
the year with slightly over $1.8 mil-
lion in fund balance. One point three
million of that fund balance was uti-
lized to balance the 2010-2011 oper-
ating budget...Now the good news is
that the district, through penny pinch-
ing, scrimping, saving everywhere
they could, was able to turn favorable
budget variances of over $600,000
for the year.”

A portion of the of the current fund
balance, roughly $870,000, is already
allocated to the budget for the 2011-
2012 school year, he said.

Mr. Morrison continued, “This puts
you in a somewhat precarious
position…The district faces some
fairly daunting tasks moving forward
in the next budget cycle…the key is
going to be to wring every nickel you
can out of the current budget cycle
and try to control your costs as best
you can going forward.”

PERSONAL INJURY LAWYER

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com
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30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

JON BRAMNICK
AT T O R N E Y  AT  L A W

UCUA, Convanta
Complete Deal

RAHWAY – The Union County
Utilities Authority (UCUA) and
Covanta Energy have completed a
lease extension through 2031 for the
trash-to-energy incinerator in Rahway.
Those towns will receive rebate checks
for their waste disposal costs retroac-
tive to January 1, 2011 per a $12
reduction in tipping fees at the burner.

The following municipalities will
immediately be receiving  reimburse-
ments: Elizabeth, $658,000;
Garwood, $16,000; Hillside,
$101,000; Kenilworth, $30,000; Lin-
den, $148,000; New Providence,
$41,000; Plainfield, $235,000;
Rahway, $158,000; Roselle, $95,000;
Roselle Park, $54,000; Springfield,
$67,000; Summit, $90,000; Union,
$269,000, and Winfield, $9,800.

The UCUA will also provide
$500,000 in grants to waste generators
in  non-contract municipalities, includ-
ing Cranford, Fanwood, Scotch Plains
and Westfield, equating to $3 per ton.
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school varsity boys’ soccer team Head
Coach Thomas Breznitsky, in a
packed Evergreen School auditorium.
Coach Breznitsky has been the head
coach since 1975, achieving over 600
wins, making him one of four coaches
in the state to achieve this milestone.

As the township pondered whether
to reopen or permanently close Sun-
set Place, a small residential street
between Park and Union Avenues
near Route 22, the owner of the Cen-
tury 21 real estate office on Park at
Sunset said the closing of the street
has damaged his business, causing
him to lose most of his sales force and
customers.

The township’s zoning board of
adjustment held its second hearing
on the elaborate netting system pro-
posed by Union Catholic High
School, 1600 Martine Avenue, to
contain foul balls from their baseball
field, which are falling into the back-
yards of the neighbors who live on
Dutch Lane and Black Birch Road.
The school is seeking a variance to
accommodate the height of the poles,
which are to support the proposed
netting, and a bulk variance for set-
back from the property line. Rajul
and Sachin Shah, of 6 Dutch Lane,
whose property abuts the field, were
granted a temporary injunction
against batting at the field until the
matter of dangerous foul balls is re-
solved. The board agreed to meet on
January 26 to continue the hearing.

Attendees were treated to horse-
drawn wagon rides at the 16th annual
Old Fashioned Holiday Celebration
at the Alan Augustine Village Green.

Scotch Plains police arrested three
individuals on November 30 for al-
legedly committing an armed rob-
bery at the Quick Chek convenience
store on November 25.

During a budget briefing with com-
munity members, Township Manager
Chris Marion said the growing list of
tax appeals, of which there were 209
in 2011, and a 10-percent increase in
insurance premiums, would be fac-
tors in determining the 2012 munici-
pal budget.

Lieutenant Brian Donnelly was
promoted to the rank of captain, a
move that Mayor Nancy Malool
called “long overdue.” Police Chief
Brian Mahoney said Capt. Donnelly,
who joined the police department in
1988, would serve as “my right-hand
man.”

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of

Education member Nancy Bauer said
there was a “lot of concern” by the
Garden State Coalition of Schools’
Board of Trustees that during the
current lame-duck session of the State
Legislature, A-4360/S-3128, which
would move school elections to No-
vember and eliminate a vote on school
budgets, provided they fall within the
state-mandated 2-percent cap, would
pass and become law.

While noting that there are advan-
tages to such a voting procedure –
namely, larger turnout – Ms. Bauer
said she had a “personal concern”
about the proposed measure.

Fanwood
Robert Villee from the Plainfield

Area Regional Sewerage Authority,
better known as PARSA, said the
borough faces an increase of about
$20,000 in next year’s bill. Fanwood’s
current PARSA bill is about $300,000.

The borough’s planning board
voted unanimously to allow the sub-
division of properties along South
and LaGrande Avenues. Downtown
developer Elite Properties will be
permitted to partition off the South
Avenue frontage of Block 64 into
three separate pieces. Elite owns the
middle lot, the former Sovereign
Bank. The vote allowed for the sub-
division of the rear parking lot, along
LaGrande Avenue, where Elite plans
to build two-story residential proper-
ties.

Garwood
The Borough Council voted 4-2,

with Councilman Victor DeFilippo
and Councilwoman Sara Todisco
voting no, on a motion to adopt an
ordinance to freeze longevity ben-
efits. “If the ordinance is passed, I
can tell you I do not intend to sign it,”
Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi said dur-

ing a workshop meeting.
Former councilman Anthony

Sytko, a 28-year resident of Garwood,
announced he would move to Tren-
ton to be closer to work. He spoke
about how the future of Garwood
lays in the hands of the residents.
“This town deserves leaders who care.
I really hope we find these people,”
he said.

Breaking ground on the athletic
field complex would be delayed yet
again after bids for the complex came
in over budget of the $2.1-million
bond ordinance approved in 2007,
with bids ranging from $2.65 million
to over $5 million. Legal issues also
complicated the matter. FieldTurf, an
artificial turf supplier, put the bor-
ough on notice that the company re-
served the right to file a lawsuit if the
borough approved the bid because
the borough would be in violation of

public contracts law.
The Garwood Fire Department

honored firefighter Pat DiFabio De-
cember 11 at The Westwood in
Garwood for his 60 years of active
service to the department.

County
Federal requirements for handicap-

accessible ramps per the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act
(ARRA), as well as new specifica-
tions from the state, increased the
cost of Union County road improve-
ments by $1.5 million. The county
received $23 million in ARRA fund-
ing last year, $11.3 million of which
was allocated for road and intersec-
tion improvements.

The Union County Utilities Au-
thority (UCUA) approved a lease
extension with Covanta Energy, the
company that runs the county’s solid
waste-to-energy incinerator in

Rahway, through the year 2031. The
UCUA had originally proposed to
extend the lease through 2045 but
state officials balked.

Region
The Mayors’ Council on Rahway

River Watershed Flood Control held
its first meeting at the Millburn Town
Hall to begin discussion on deter-
mining an overall plan for flood miti-
gation along the Rahway River.

Governor Chris Christie asked
President Barack Obama for a major
disaster declaration for 11 counties,
including Union County, for the cost
of cleanup for the October 29 snow-
storm.

The federal government started the
process of potentially purchasing
properties in 13 New Jersey towns,
including Cranford, which have been
continuously ravaged by flooding,
most recently during Hurricane Irene.

2011 Year In Review: June Through December

SP, FW Moved to 12th
Dist; WF Stays in 7th
STATE – The New Jersey Con-

gressional Redistricting Commission
last week voted to approve a new
Congressional district that moves all
but 1,000 Scotch Plains residents, all
of Fanwood and Plainfield into the
12th district of Rep. Rush Holt (D). A
small portion of Scotch Plains will
remain  in the seventh District of Rep.
Leonard Lance, according to maps
and data on New Jersey Secretary of
State’s Division of Elections web
page.

Scotch Plains and Fanwood had
been in the seventh district while
Plainfield was in the sixth district of
Rep. Frank Pallone (D). The 12th
district stretches to Mercer County
and includes Trenton and Princeton.
The district also includes most of
Middlesex County and part of
Somerset County.

Westfield remains in the seventh
district along with the Union County
towns of Berkeley Heights, Clark,
Cranford, Garwood, Kenilworth,
Mountainside, New Providence,
Springfield, Summit, part of Union
Township, and Winfield. District 7,
now seen as a stronger Republican
district, also includes portions of
Hunterdon and Somerset Counties
and Millburn in Essex County. Ten
towns in Morris County, a county
which had not been in the district,
replace portions of Woodbridge,
Edison and all of South Plainfield
from Middlesex County.

Roselle Park joins the Union County
towns of Hillside, Linden, Rahway,
Roselle, and the remainder of Union
Township in the 10th district of Rep.
Donald Payne (D). Roselle Park has
been in the seventh district. Linden,
which had been split between the sev-
enth and 10th districts, now will be
entirely in the 10th. Elizabeth was
moved from the 10th to eighth district
of Rep. Bill Pascrell (D).

ALL
STORES

OPEN
SUN.

MOST STORES ACCEPT:For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE
Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Westfield, 333 South Ave. East. ShopRite WINES & SPIRITS STORES ARE INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED AND
NOT A CHAIN. PRICES AND PRODUCTS FEATURED MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES. Prices effective Wednesday, Dec. 28 thru Tuesday, Jan. 3, 2012.
We reserve the right to limit quantities. Artwork does not necessarily  represent items on sale. It is for display purposes only. Not responsible for typographical errors.
In the event of errors, the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only.

IMPORTED FROM ITALY

Santa 
Margherita
PINOT GRIGIO 1999

Toasted Head
• CABERNET 
• MERLOT
• CHARDONNAY 999

ALL TYPES

Cupcake
Wine 899

Courvoisier
XO

8999

Bacardi
Rum

LIGHT, DARK, SELECT

1999

Jameson
Irish Whiskey

4399

Apothic Red
BLEND

999

Villa Luisa
Brunello

di Montalcino 2006

2999

S A V I N G S  O N  S P I R I T S  

Tanqueray Gin
IMPORTED

3799
1.75 L

Canadian Club
IMPORTED

1999
1.75 L

Patron Tequila
SILVER

3799

Sterling Napa
750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

Jack
Daniels
BLACK LABEL

4199
Johnnie Walker Black

5999

REGULAR 80 PROOF OR FLAVORS

• Absolut Vodka
REGULAR 80 PROOF OR FLAVORS

• Stolichnaya 
Vodka 2999

1.75 L

1.75 L

H O L I D A Y  W I N E  S A V I N G S

750
ML 750

ML

1.75 L

1.75 L

1.75 L

1899

1499

1299

DEBIT
CARD

• SAUVIGNON
BLANC

Dom Perignon

13999

• CABERNET
• MERLOT

• CHARDONNAY

• SAUVIGNON BLANC 
• RIESLING

• CAB • MERLOT
• PINOT NOIR

• CHARD • ZIN
• MERITAGE • SYRAH

VINTNER’S RESERVE

1499

1199

899

1799

1599

1199
• MERLOT

• CABERNET
• OLD VINES ZIN

• CHARDONNAY

2999

1999

1399
• IL DUCALE

• RISERVA
DUCALE TAN

B I G  S I Z E  S A V I N G S

St. Francis Ruffino

Barefoot Cellars
999ALL

TYPES 1.5 L
5 L
BOX

1.5 L699
SANGRIADon Simon 1199ALL

TYPESWoodbridge 1.5 L

Almaden
MOUNTAIN HERITAGE

1399 1499
5 L
BOX

• RISERVA
DUCALE GOLD

ALL 750 MLS

1.75 L

5 L BOX

ALL 750 MLS

ALL 
750 MLS

ALL 
750 MLSKendall Jackson

Veuve
Clicquot

BRUT CHAMPAGNE

4299

Moet &
Chandon

IMPERIAL NV

3299
750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

Nicolas Feuillatte

2999
750
ML

BRUT
CHAMPAGNE

Verdi Spumante

599
750
ML

Korbel

1199
750
ML

750
ML

BRUT, X-DRY,
BRUT ROSE

750 ML

750 ML

YELLOW
LABEL

ALL
TYPES

• Frangelico   • Bailey’s  
• Licor 43 • Caravella

1999
750
ML

Red

3199
1.75 L

Domain Chandon

1499

M&R Asti

1199

Andre 

499SPARKLING
WINE

750
ML

750
ML

La Marca

1199
PROSECCO

750
ML

REGULAR 80 PROOF 

• Smirnoff Vodka
REGULAR 80 PROOF 

• SvedkaVodka 1999
1.75 L

Your 
Choice!

Your 
Choice!

IRISH
CREAM REG.

LIMONCELLO

Your 
Choice!

Jagermeister 1799 Southern 
Comfort 2699

333 South Ave. East , Westfield, NJ • (908) 232-8700

Sunrise Cellars
the Wine Department at
ShopRite Wines and Spirits of Westfield

VISIT OUR 
TEMPERATURE
CONTROLLED
WINE CELLAR

The items
below are 
on Sale!

Prices effective through 
Tuesday, January 3, 2012.

Many items are in short supply,
please shop early.

Debit
Cards

Wines & Spirits Store Open 
Sunday

SPUMANTE

BRUT,
BLANC DE NOIR

Watchdog Sues Over
UCPAC OPRA Status
COUNTY — The Union County

Watchdog Association (UCWA) has
announced that it has filed a lawsuit
in state Superior Court asking the
court to find that the Union County
Performing Arts Center (UCPAC) is
a public agency subject to the Open
Public Records Act (OPRA).

According to the UCWA, UCPAC
Executive Director Steinman denied
access to the records requested by
UCWA President Tina Renna on
November 1, 2011, claiming that the
UCPAC is not subject to OPRA.

“The UCPAC has been involved
with hiring acts as well as securing
sponsorships for [the] county-run
Musicfest. The UCWA maintains that
the UCPAC became a public resource
when the county purchased this build-
ing and poured millions of public
dollars into it for renovations,” ac-
cording to a UCWA release.
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High Cost of Living is Chasing
Residents Out of New Jersey to Pa.

With United Van Line’s annual study
of state by state population shifts show-
ing New Jersey tied with Illinois for the
highest proportion of residents migrat-
ing out of state, there is a strong correla-
tion between New Jersey’s increased tax
burden over the last decade and the loss
of population to other states.

I agree with the Senate President that
the high cost of living in New Jersey is
the driving force behind so many people
leaving the state. So it defies logic that
the $8 billion in higher taxes imposed
upon the people of this state by an un-
checked Democratic Legislature have
had no impact on that cost of living.

According to 2010 census data, resi-
dents who moved out of New Jersey
were most likely to end up in Pennsylva-
nia. A total of 20,231 moved to New
Jersey’s western neighbor, putting it
ahead of Florida’s influx of 12,503 New
Jersey residents.

It simply cannot be coincidence that
we’re losing a greater percentage of our
population than any other state save for
Illinois and simultaneously have the
highest tax burden. A huge share of the
people leaving our state end up in Penn-
sylvania, where the top income tax rate

is less than half of New Jersey’s and
corporate and property taxes are far
lower, or Florida, with no income tax at
all. This is a trend about which Republi-
cans have been sounding the alarm for
years.

I urge the Majority to work with Re-
publicans to reverse the state’s
uncompetitive tax and spending climate.
I’m glad that some in the Democratic
leadership are now becoming concerned
about the affordability crisis job cre-
ators and residents face in New Jersey.
However, making our state competitive
with our neighbors will require more
than cleverly named half measures and
rhetoric.

 I encourage the Majority to work
with legislative Republicans and the
Governor in this year’s budget to break
the state’s addiction to spending so that
we can reverse the massive tax hikes
foisted upon New Jersey residents dur-
ing the McGreevey and Corzine eras. In
order to fix the problem, everyone needs
to admit that the Democrats’ economic
agenda during the last decade took our
state in the wrong direction.

Senator Tom Kean, Jr.
Westfield

Traffic Light Needed
At La Grande and 2nd

I have lived in Fanwood for over 40
years and I have noticed many automo-
bile accidents over the years on the cor-
ner of La Grande Avenue and Second
Street. With a Park being so close to this
area, I think it is time that a traffic Light
is put in and the stop signs removed. Cars
need to be going slower in this area
before someone gets tragically hurt.

James Norton
Fanwood

2011 IN REVIEW

Let’s Help Refurbish
Newark YMCA Shelter

For over 10 years, the Gifts of Gold/
Donate a Smile program has put smiles
on the faces of over a thousand homeless
children at the Newark YMCA Shelter by
granting them a Christmas gift and pro-
viding much needed coats, clothing and
school supplies. Last year, we were able
to provide the shelter with a computer
room with 10 laptops to aid the students
with their school studies. You – our com-
munity – made this all possible with your
unbelievable help and support.

 This year, the shelter has asked us to
refurbish the community room. Our goal
is to transform the current dilapidated
space into a cheerful, welcoming envi-
ronment that will encourage interaction
and the family concept. Currently, there
is no such place available in the shelter,
and families spend the majority of the
time isolated in their room.

 To make this dream a reality, we are
reaching out to the community for help!
Contributions can be made payable to:
The Newark YMCA and mailed to: Viv
Gold, 344 Orenda Circle, Westfield, N.J.
07090. Contributions may be tax-deduct-
ible, so consult your tax advisor. Thank
you for your continued support. We
couldn’t do it without you! We wish you
a happy and healthy holiday season.

Viv and Jeff Gold
Westfield

Let’s Welcome Joy Blom to MS;
MEF Fundraiser Raised $8,000

I hope this letter finds you caught up
with holiday excitement, but not too over-
whelmed! Before we break, I wanted to
update you about a few things.

First, please join with me in welcom-
ing our new Supervisor of Curriculum
and Instruction, Joy L. Blom, who was
approved [December 20] at the board
meeting. Her official start date will not be
until January 3, but she is already visiting
this week in preparation. She will have
K-8 curriculum and instruction responsi-
bility, and K-2 building-based supervi-
sory responsibility. Ms. Blom comes to
us with a wealth of administrative and
curricular experience. She also has a
strong background in language arts, so
she is an excellent complement to Mrs.
Richards’s strong math background.

Second, last Saturday evening (Decem-
ber 17), a fundraiser was held to increase
technology in the district through the
Mountainside Education Foundation. I am
happy to report that the program raised
over $8,000. Lauren Ferraro spearheaded
the event. Other members of the commit-
tee were Sherri DeNora, Doryan Amato,
Julie DeMarco, Kim Moriak, Deanna
Andre, Jeanie Ruban, Tricia Freer, Amy
Provel, Chrissy Kiesewetter, Maxine
DiCosmo, Anna Marie Labisi, Diane
Cioffi, and Judy Wargaski. They were
able to secure donations from many local
businesses, which helped to increase the

proceeds. The committee worked very
closely with Susan Buckner and Judy
Wargaski, co-presidents of the MEF. On
behalf of the Mountainside School Dis-
trict and the Board of Education, I want to
express my sincerest thanks for their ef-
forts and their generous donation.

At the next board meeting I hope to
provide an overview of a plan for devel-
oping technology in the district so the
public can begin to see how our technol-
ogy monies will be spent.

Third, I just wanted to call your atten-
tion to the district calendar as we move
into the winter months. As you may know,
we have already used three of our four
allotted snow days for the year so we only
have one left. The calendar explains that if
more than the allotment of inclement
weather days are used, the following dates
will be considered school days, as needed,
in this order: February 17, April 2, April 9,
and May 25. You may want to make a note
of this as you plan for future vacations.

Finally, I would like to wish you and
your family a relaxing and enjoyable
holiday season. I hope you find lots of
time to spend with your wonderful chil-
dren! I look forward to working with you
in the new year.

Nancy Lubarsky
Chief School Administrator

Mountainside BOE

 WF, Stop Complaining
And Help With Cleanup

Ever since the day after Christmas 2010
the State of New Jersey has been plagued
by unusual weather. The Town of Westfield
couldn’t budge two days after Christmas.
Hurricane Irene dumped tons of water,
loosening the major root systems of the big
old trees while pulling down major wires
along with them. Then came October snow,
trees, wires, power outages. Not even in
your wildest dreams did we anticipate the
site that was now upon us! Halloween was
cancelled, yikes! Not in my lifetime.

DPW was on it day and night! No
fooling! Cherry pickers were dissecting
those fractured trees just like a surgeon in
the operating room. Precision was needed
as one false cut would be the demise of
electricity to a block of residents. So
what’s the real problem here?

 Would it be too much for everyone to
roll up their sleeves and help with the
residual instead of complaining? Where
is our sense of community?

Landscapers treck in and out of our
town. Would it be too much to take a few
extra branches or clippings instead of
dumping them into the street? This is mid
December!

Once a year we celebrate the most
beautiful time of the year far and wide,
where is the “Good Will Unto Men?”

Diane Barabas
Westfield

Community Support Enables Clubs
To Provide Holiday Food Baskets

On Saturday, December 17, members
of the Optimist Club of Westfield and
Rotary Club of Westfield again demon-
strated their commitment to community
service by providing a record number of
holiday food baskets to 92 Westfield
families and individuals in need.

For 21 years, this has been an annual
community service project for the Opti-
mist Club of Westfield, and funding for
this important program comes from the
Optimist Club, the Rotary Club of
Westfield, anonymous donors and indi-
vidual Optimist and Rotarians who spon-

sor baskets.
Members of both organizations meet

at 8 a.m. at Kings to collect the food
boxes and then gather at a member’s
home for a festive holiday breakfast be-
fore leaving to distribute the food boxes.

The generosity of both organizations
to provide funding for this endeavor; the
personal financial contributions from
members and friends; the support from
Kings in assembling food boxes and poin-
settias; the contribution of candy from
Brummer’s Chocolates in Westfield and
cookies from Delicious Orchards; the
donations of children’s books and gifts
from many individuals, and the time and
involvement of the 60 volunteers from
both organizations speaks volumes about
caring for the neediest among us. With-
out these combined efforts, this annual
project could not be so successful in
assisting members of our community.

Darielle Walsh, President
Optimist Club of Westfield

U.S. Treasury Should
Continue Dollar Coins
I have just learned that the United States

Treasury will stop coining one-dollar coins,
specifically the presidential dollar. I think
this is not a good idea. Yes, I know the
reasoning behind it is to save money as
supposedly no one is taking the $1 coins
so that they are pilling up, but in most
other countries like Canada, for example,
there are no singles like we have.

Some people have said that we should
get rid of the penny and nickle because
they cost more to make than their value.
What happens when the cost of the metal
in dimes and quarters goes up that they
cost more than their face value? Do we
stop producing those as well?

I can see producing less dollar coins
which would make the presidential coins
even more collectable because they would
be more rare, but don’t stopping making
them entirely. That would be stupid.

Michael Smith
Berkeley Heights

Praise Is In Order for Governor for Restoring Barnegat Bay
On the one-year anniversary of the

Governor’s comprehensive plan to re-
store the Barnegat Bay, it is only fitting
that recognition be given for this historic
initiative to reverse the environmental
degradation to one of New Jersey’s vital
natural resources and the significant
progress made in 2011. While the neces-
sity of a strategic solution has been rec-
ognized by a number of constituencies, it
was Governor Christie who had both the
political courage to acknowledge this
significant environmental problem, and
the skills necessary to develop a strategic
plan that capitalizes on the talents of the
many stakeholders.

As chairman of the New Jersey Envi-
ronmental Infrastructure Trust, the state
authority responsible for providing the
financing for many of the state’s water
infrastructure projects, we are but one of
the many organizations working with the
New Jersey Department of Environmen-
tal Protection (DEP) and its Commis-
sioner, Bob Martin, to help enact the
Governor’s long-term strategy to help
restore Barnegat Bay. I am grateful to
have been given the opportunity to par-
ticipate in this historic initiative and thank
the governor for both his leadership and
efforts in restoring one of New Jersey’s
true environmental treasures.

In particular, the state has provided
almost $2.5 million over this past year to
preserve critical watershed parcels. The
DEP has committed funds to buy land as
well as development rights on over 3,000
acres significantly expanding public rec-

reation opportunities, habitat protection
and water quality protection. The state
has also devised strong incentives for
Barnegat Bay communities to repair and
improve storm water systems through
grants and low interest loans totaling
more than $20 million. In addition, the
state has partnered with educational in-
stitutions and non-profit groups in a se-
ries of environmental studies throughout
the Bay to monitor success and focus
resources going forward. Private and
public organizations such as the New
Jersey Littoral Society and the Barnegat
Bay Partnership are integral to this initia-
tive. New Jersey’s state universities, in-
cluding Rutgers University’s world-re-
nowned institute of Marine and Coastal
Sciences (IMCS) and Ocean County
Community College, are working in co-
ordination with DEP to provide the real
science that will allow the Governor’s
comprehensive plan to address the pollu-
tion issues in the Bay in a methodic and
business-like manner.

This total community partnership was
recently illustrated as more than 2,300
volunteers joined Commissioner Martin
in mid-October to clean up the Bay in one
of the largest, organized environmental
clean-ups in the state’s history. The
Barnegat Bay Blitz efforts included mu-
nicipal employees from all 37 watershed
municipalities, schools, seniors groups,
environmental and marine groups, and
military personnel from Fort Dix. All of
these committed individuals and groups
came together on a cold, rainy weather

with the sole objective of contributing to
cleaning up the Bay. The results are im-
pressive as the Blitz helped pull out doz-
ens of tires, a hot tub, a six-foot petro-
leum tank, a car dashboard, more than
100 TV’s in one location, 114 bags of
recyclables, 537 bags of trash, and three
full 30-yard dumpsters.

The efforts of all of these volunteers to
improve this critical habitat were any-
thing but insignificant, and the Blitz was
anything but a photo-op as some of the
Governor’s critics have charged. The Blitz
was a day for all individuals and commu-
nities that cherish this environmental trea-
sure to do their part to protect the Bay as
well as a day to highlight the larger,
strategic effort by the state to bring about
the long-term change that is needed. It is
just this sort of communal and compre-
hensive approach to addressing environ-
mental challenges that can and should be
a model for the entire state.

So, I encourage all interested members
of the public to mark May 9 on your
calendars and participate in the second
Barnegat Bay Blitz cleanup. Come on
down, roll-up your sleeves, get muddy
and wet, have some fun. Join Commis-
sioner Bob Martin and his troops and
play environmentalist – even if just for
the day – to help New Jersey improve the
tributaries and shores of Barnegat Bay, to
make it cleaner, safer and more pleasur-
able for generations to come.

Warren Victor, Westfield
Chair, N.J. Env. Infra. Trust

New Year’s Resolutions; Ones That
You Have a Chance to Achieve

Many of us make New Year’s resolutions coupled with
soft levels of commitment to actually achieve them. Do
you remember any of the resolutions you made last year?
Did you achieve any of them?

Though well intentioned at this time last year, most of
us failed in our resolutions as we look at the scorecard
today. For me, my past resolutions were too vague, too
ambitious, and too tough — or I was never intending to do
anything about them in the first place. My number one
resolution last year was to lose about 20 pounds (10
pounds would have been a big victory) and to get in better
shape. Losing weight seems to be one of the most popular
and failed resolutions of our times.

Well, I don’t intend to fail in my resolution for 2012 —
I’m changing it to something more achievable. What
might that be, I pondered? My conclusion was to start
small. So here it is: I’m going to always return my
shopping cart from the food store parking lot, rather than
abandoning it in place as in the past. Each year I got better

at disguising how to abandon the shopping cart and also
came up with new and innovative excuses in my mind as
to why I was doing the right thing.

I practiced the new resolution last week — Success, two
for two; now only 52 weeks left to go. Still, I’m a little
pensive. Perhaps I have bit off more than I can chew. As
example, how am I to deal with returning my shopping
cart when the lot is full and someone is already behind my
parked car with their blinkers on anxious to take the spot?
I can only imagine the glares and looks with daggers as I
pursue this good deed.

If you happen to be waiting for a parking spot in the lot
and someone delays you by returning their shopping cart,
please have patience. It might be me trying to do the right
thing. It takes about two minutes to return a shopping cart,
get back to one’s car, and escape the fury. Come to think
of it, the extra walking by returning the shopping carts
may actually help me lose that 10 pounds.

Happy New Year everyone.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Physeter – A sperm whale
2. Brunion – A nectarine
3. Teratism – A monstrosity; a mal-

formed fetus
4. Decertation – A fight or contest for

mastery

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual.
If you get three – word expert. If you get all
four – You must have a lot of free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

MARICOLOUS
1. Bearing, producing, or furnishing

pearls
2. Causing a condition of progressive

emaciation
3. Marine or sea-dwelling
4. In geology, marked with scars or

crevices
SOBRIQUET

1. A formal sitting or meeting of a
court

2. A pleasant stroll
3. A nickname
4. Wet mud

SALERATUS
1. An evergreen shrub which bears the

salal berry
2. A light, rounded helmet with a visor
3. A hall or a room
4. Baking soda

IMPINGUATION
1. The act of pawning or condition of

being pawned
2. A dashing or clashing
3. In falconry, repair of a hawk’s feath-

ers or wings
4. A flattened state or condition
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2011 IN REVIEW

Please Recycle Your Christmas Paper,
Cardboard Boxes and Gift Packaging
It’s that time once again for my annual

please recycle all of your Christmas pa-
per letter! Remember, there is no reason
for the amount of garbage we residents
put out at the curb the pickup day after
Christmas to be any more than what we
usually put out. All of the wrapping paper
that we receive is just that – paper – it all
can and should be recycled. All of the
cardboard toy and gift box packaging is
paper. That too can be recycled. So can
Christmas cards and envelopes. If we
were to take a look at the plastic wrapping
around our gifts, most of it (I’ll admit not
all) has the recycling symbol and num-
bers 1 or 2 inside it. This too can and be
should be recycled. Remember, plastic
comes from oil. Recycle our plastic and
maybe we can reduce our oil use, depen-
dency, cost and carbon imprint! You can

even bring the Styrofoam packing mate-
rial to Storo-Pak in Springfield. There is
no reason for our Christmas week gar-
bage to increase in any way.

In these days when we taxpayers con-
tinue to complain about high taxes, and
we pay for our garbage by weight and
volume, I urge all of us to try to remember
that the two thoughts go together. If we
reduce the amount of garbage we gener-
ate, we pay less for it in our taxes. We also
become more environmentally respon-
sible and caring citizens. Let’s see if we
can all also increase our recycling efforts
after Christmas this year too. Save a tree!
And make it an annual habit!

Merry Christmas to all.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

Letters to the EditorSupport Bill for Fair Funding of N.J.
Schools; SPF Would Garner $38 Mil.
Senator Mike Doherty (R-23, Hunterdon)

is spearheading a fair funding bill in Tren-
ton. This bill will guarantee that all students
in New Jersey receive equal amounts of
state aid, restore the Legislature as the body
responsible for allocation of funds and
remove the courts from excising power in
what many see as overstepping their Con-
stitutional mandated limits by dictating
funding. Their actions pull money out of
approximate 500 school districts and hand
it to only 31 districts.

In particular, Senator Doherty’s bill
would result in some $38,000,000 addi-
tional state aid for Fanwood–Scotch
Plains, which could cut the homeowner’s
portion of our property taxes attributed to
school funding by almost half.

Senator Doherty needs our town coun-
cil and our help. The Scotch Plains–
Fanwood Tea Party’s Frank Festa provided
a draft resolution developed by Senator
Doherty’s office to both our town councils.
The resolution is:

“WHEREAS, the (town name) believes
that every child should have equal re-
sources of state aid distributed by the
Legislature for an education in the State
of New Jersey by utilizing a fair school
funding mechanism; and

WHEREAS, the current distribution
of state aid for education to the schools
has not been distributed in a fair and
equitable manner to provide property tax
relief to all the citizens of the State of
New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, Article III, Paragraph 1,
of the New Jersey State Constitution
states, “The powers of government shall
be divided among three distinct branches,
the legislative, executive, and judicial.
No person or persons belonging to or
constituting one branch shall exercise
any of the powers properly belonging to
either of the others, except as expressly
provided in this Constitution;” and

WHEREAS, Article VIII, Section IV,
Paragraph 1, of the New Jersey State
Constitution states, “The Legislature shall

provide for the maintenance and support
of a thorough and efficient system of free
public schools for the instruction of all
children in the state between the ages of
five and 19 years;” and

WHEREAS, Article VIII, Section IV,
Paragraph 2, of the New Jersey State
Constitution states, “the fund for the sup-
port of free public schools . . . shall be
annually appropriated to the support of
free public schools, and for the equal
benefit of all the people of this State;” and

WHEREAS, Article VIII, Section I,
Paragraph 7.a. of the New Jersey State
Constitution states, the income tax is to
be “annually appropriated . . . exclusively
for the purpose of reducing or offsetting
property taxes;” and

WHEREAS, this body can no longer bear
the burden of the continued diversion of its
fair share of state school aid for the students
between the ages of five and 19 years of age
who reside within this jurisdiction.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RE-
SOLVED, that [town name] do hereby call
upon the Legislature of the State of New
Jersey to fulfill its constitutionally assigned
duty to distribute the state aid for education
to the school districts in this state in a fair
manner that is for the equal benefit of all the
people of the state and not by means that are
prejudiced by the actions of special inter-
ests that may have been presented before
the Court or other venue.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that
the Clerk of this entity is hereby directed
to forward a copy of this resolution to
Governor Chris Christie, Senate Presi-
dent Stephen Sweeney, Senate Minority
Leader Thomas Kean, Jr., Assembly
Speaker Sheila Oliver and Assembly
Minority Leader Alex DeCroce.”

The public can help by contacting our
elected officials and tell them to get on
board. Our out of sight property taxes
cannot continue. For more information,
see: fairschoolfunding.com.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Pictured, left to right, are: Cara Foerst, Governor Chris Christie, the Governor’s
wife Mary Pat and Cara’s husband Westfield Councilman Jim Foerst.

Happy New YHappy New YHappy New YHappy New YHappy New Yearearearearear Resident Feels Abandoned in Fanwood
If I am reading the commentaries cor-

rectly, Fanwood and most of Scotch Plains
are no longer in Leonard Lance’s 7th
Congressional District, but rather have
been tacked on to Rush Holt’s 12th
(Westfield remains in the 7th).

Perhaps this is worthy of verification
and comment on the part of local offi-
cials? (As if I do not feel disenfranchised
already....).

Michael Lewis
Fanwood

Kean and DeCroce Comment on Map

Editor’s Note: Mr. Lewis is correct in
that last week the New Jersey Congres-
sional Redistricting Committee placed
Fanwood and the major chunk of Scotch
Plains in the 12th Congressional Dis-
trict. A tip of the northern part of Scotch
Plains remains in the 7th District with
Westfield. See the new map at http://
nj.gov/state/elections/2012-congres-
sional/2012-nj-congressional-map.pdf

Sen. Tom Kean, Jr. (R-Westield ):
“The new map will ensure that New

Jersey will be fairly represented by our
Congressional delegation. It is an accu-
rate depiction of our very diverse state
that will allow the voters to decide how
we should be represented in Washington.
The members of the New Jersey Redis-
tricting Commission worked tirelessly
and with bipartisan cooperation to achieve
this success for the voters of New Jersey.
I applaud their effort and congratulate
their result.”

Asm.Alex DeCroce (R-Morris):
“I would like to thank the commission

members for their efforts... In particular,
I would like to commend John Farmer, Jr.
for his professionalism in working with
both sides during the process. Mr.
Farmer’s leadership and knowledge
helped ensure that fairness for voters was
the commission’s highest priority. The
new map provides an equal opportunity
for New Jersey ’s residents to select a
representative who will best serve their
needs, regardless of party affiliation.”
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Scotch Plains Rescue Squad
To Mark 75th Anniversary

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
Rescue Squad members are memo-
rializing 75 years of emergency
medical volunteer service to the com-
munity – a distinction that very few
rescue squads in the state have
reached. The theme of the 2012 ob-
servance has been designated “Keep-
ing Our Community Alive for 75.”

The squad presently has more than
90 volunteer members, representing
over 700 combined years of service
to the community. These volunteers
respond to emergency calls on a 24-
hour basis. The Scotch Plains Res-
cue Squad often serves other com-
munities for mutual aid response.
These volunteers have provided ser-
vice without charge to residents. The
rescue squad is supported only by
tax-deductible donations.

This squad was originally spon-
sored by a few who saw a need for
such an organization in the commu-
nity. On March 9, 1937 the organi-
zation was formed and on April 10,
1937 it was incorporated as the
Scotch Plains Rescue Squad, Inc.
The squad purchased its first vehicle
in 1937, a used 1924 Kensington
ambulance from Muhlenberg Hos-
pital, for $250. This ambulance was
housed at the municipal building
and members responded when the
siren sounded.

The original squad numbered
about 20 members and all were quali-
fied in advanced first aid work. In
1943 the squad purchased its own
building on Bartle Avenue for
$3,000. The dedication ceremony
took place on March 4, 1945. Since
that time, the building has under-
gone two additions and extensive
renovations to accommodate the
growing membership and the needs
of the township.

Each active member is a certified
Emergency Medical Technician
(EMT) by the New Jersey State De-
partment of Health and Senior Ser-
vices and each member also is certi-
fied every two years in CPR. Cur-
rently, EMT training requires ap-
proximately 120 hours and also in-
cludes volunteer time in the emer-
gency room at one of the area hospi-
tals.

Throughout the year, the squad
offers special demonstrations and
CPR classes and participates in town-
ship Memorial Day and Scotch
Plains Day activities. Members re-
ceive free uniforms and training.
Active members are entitled to vari-
ous community benefits, such as dis-
counts at the Scotch Hills miniature
golf course. Pension plans are avail-
able for members who have com-
pleted service requirements.

The squad welcomes new mem-
bers as well as those interested in
contributing time and talent to sup-
port the organization. Individuals
can apply for membership at age 18
or serve as a cadet at age 16. Those
ages 14 or older can serve on the
Scotch Plains Rescue Squad Auxil-
iary.

For more information about be-
coming a Scotch Plains Rescue Squad
member, auxiliary member or volun-
teer, or to make a donation, contact
scotchplainsrescuesquad@gmail.com
or call (908) 322-2103 any week-
night between 6 and 11 p.m. The
rescue squad also has many services
available for those in the community
with need. Hospital equipment, such
as wheelchairs, canes and crutches,are
available for use, free of charge.

READY TO ROLL…Local residents admire the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad’s
first ambulance in 1937. The squad will celebrate its 75th anniversary in 2012.

POLICE BLOTTER

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

Dr. Peter Kalellis Provides
Sensitive Approach to Therapy
WESTFIELD – In the last 37

years experience as a psychothera-
pist, marriage and fam-
ily therapist, I have ad-
dressed issues related to
anxiety, boredom, inner
conflict, depression and
loss of direction in life,
low self-esteem, and re-
lationship difficulties. I
perceive myself as a sen-
sitive therapist, seeing
each client as a unique
person who needs help
for his or her own situa-
tion. I provide warm and
special care, always fo-
cusing on the current problem and
paving the way to ultimate healing.
Sometimes under the evident prob-
lem there is another problem that
gradually surfaces. My part as a
therapist is to help find viable op-
tions for the problem, and enable
the creation of a new and better life.

With self-confidence I introduce
possible ways in how to achieve

self-awareness, self-accep-
tance, forgiveness, self-es-
teem and self-transforma-
tion.

Dr. Peter M. Kalellis, a
licensed therapist and au-
thor of seven self-help
books, offers Individual,
Marriage and Family
Therapy at his office, 232
St. Paul Street in Westfield,
N.J.

Phone: (908) 232-6118.
E - m a i l :
kalellis717@verizon.net.Website:

www.PeterKalellis.com.
Individuals facing personal prob-

lems or couples in troubled rela-
tionships experience VIP service,
find relief and supportive solutions
in the office of Dr. Kalellis.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Peter M. Kalellis

  
JANUARY 2012 EVENTS  

AT THE WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 

HHours: Monday-Thursday  9:30 am - 9 pm  Friday and Saturday 9:30 am - 5 pm  Sunday 1:00- 5:00 pm 
Closed Jan 1 and 2 for New Year’s and Jan 16 for Martin Luther King Day 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN (Must have full-service WML card) 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS 
1/6  1:30 pm TGIF! Famous Sitcoms (video) 

1/7 10:30 am 100th Birthday of Charles Addams 

1/7 or 1/9 2:00, 6:30 pm Got iPad 2 and iPhone 4s?  

1/10  7:00 pm Computer Class: Advanced Word 

1/11  7:00 pm Fiction Book Club: “An Object of Beauty”  

1/12 10:00 am Computer Class: E-reader Workshop  

1/13  1:30 pm TGIF! Canadian Tenors (video) 

1/14  2:00 pm Pulitzer Prize-winning Reporter Amy Nutt 

1/17  7:00 pm 3 Steps to a Clutter-free New Year 

1/18  7:00 pm Silver Fox Songs-From Jazz to Soul 

1/20  1:30 pm TGIF! Cole Porter You’re the Top (video) 

1/27  1:30 pm TGIF! Classic Movie: “Anything Goes” 

1/28  2:00 pm Alfred Hitchcock: The Master of Suspense 

1/10, 17, 24, 31  1:30 pm Preschool Storytime (3½-5 yrs) 

1/10, 17, 24, 31  7:00 pm Family PJ Storytime (2½+ yrs) 

1/11, 18, 25 10:00 am Preschool Storytime (3½-5 yrs) 

1/12, 19, 26 10:00 am Tots’ Storytime (2½-3½ yrs) 

1/13, 20, 27 10:00 am Toddler Time (babies & toddlers up to 3 yrs) 

1/13, 20, 27  3:45 pm Magic Carpet (elementary school stories) 

Your Hometown Used Car Dealer

Westfield

“Experts In Special Order”

J.T. Auto Sales
Jeff O’Connor  (908) 232-6022

Since 1976
email: jeff@jtautos.com

web: cars.com/jtautosales

Need a special car?

We’ll find it!

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Garwood Knights Set Blood Drive January 7
GARWOOD – The Garwood

Knights of Columbus will hold a
blood drive on Saturday, January
7, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., at their
Council Hall, located at 37 South
Avenue in Garwood (opposite
PathMark).

Parking is available behind the
building off Willow Avenue (turn
at Marty Shoes). Blood donors will

receive a $10 ShopRite gift card.
For information and medical

questions regarding donating, call
The Blood Center of New Jersey at
(973) 676-4700, visit the center’s
website, bloodnj.org, or e-mail
BCNJ@bloodnj.org. The Garwood
Knights can be reached at (908)
789-9809 after 4 p.m. on week-
days and after 1 p.m. on weekends.

Westfield
Tuesday, December 20, a resident

of Westfield reported the theft of ap-
proximately $4,096 worth of build-
ing materials from a construction site
on Tamaques Way.

Friday, December 23, an assault
was reported at a business on the 200
block of West South Avenue. The
suspect is a co-worker, according to
police.

Fanwood
Monday, December 5, a resident of

the 400 block of LaGrande Avenue
reported that a package, valued at
$45, that was delivered to his front
porch was stolen.

Monday, December 12, a resident
of the 20 block of Watson Road re-
ported that a package, valued at $100,
that was delivered to her front porch
was stolen.

Tuesday, December 20, residents
of the 200 block of Marian Avenue
reported that their house was burglar-
ized and numerous pieces of jewelry
are missing. The value of the jewelry
is not known at this time, police said.

Tuesday, December 20, a resident
of the 70 block of North Avenue
reported that her unlocked motor ve-
hicle was entered and gift cards and
cash were stolen.

Thursday, December 22, a resident
of the 50 block of Locust Avenue
reported that someone cut a string of
Christmas lights used for decoration.

Friday, December 23, Peter
Primavera, Jr., 54, of Bloomfield was
arrested on three outstanding war-
rants out of Atlantic Highlands, Clark
and East Orange after a field investi-
gation. He was processed, posted bail
and released.

Friday, December 23, Justin
Mojica, 36, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested on an active warrant out of the
Union County Sheriff’s Office after a
motor vehicle stop at North and
Hunter Avenues in which he was a
passenger. He was processed and
turned over to the Union County
Sheriff’s Office.

Saturday, December 24, a resident
of the 30 block of Waldon Road re-
ported that someone broke his car’s
windshield to gain access and stole a
GPS unit, valued at $130.

Saturday, December 24, a resident
of the 30 block of Waldon Road re-
ported that his unlocked motor ve-
hicle was entered and a GPS unit,
valued at $130, was stolen.

Saturday, December 24, a resident
of the 10 block of Thorne Place re-
ported that his unlocked motor ve-
hicle was entered and an iPod, valued
at $300, was stolen.

Saturday, December 24, a resident
of the 200 block of Burns Way re-
ported that her unlocked motor ve-
hicle was entered and gone through,
but at this time nothing appears to be
missing.

Saturday, December 24, a resident
of the 20 block of Rainier Road re-
ported that her unlocked motor ve-
hicle was entered and two head-
phones, valued at $50, were stolen.

Saturday, December 24, a victim
who parked her motor vehicle on the
80 block of Waldon Road reported
that her windshield was shattered but
entry was not gained.

Saturday, December 24, a resi-
dent of the 40 block of Cray Terrace
reported that her unlocked motor
vehicle was entered and a cell phone
charger, valued at $20, was stolen.

Saturday, December 24, a resident
of the 80 block of Chetwood Terrace
reported that his unlocked motor ve-
hicle was entered and a GPS and
DVD player, with a combined value
of $250, were stolen.

Saturday, December 24, a resident
of the 200 block of Burns Way re-
ported that his unlocked motor ve-
hicle was entered and a GPS unit,
valued at $150, was stolen.

Saturday, December 24, a resident
of the 200 block of Vinton Circle
reported that his unlocked motor ve-
hicle was entered and items valued at
$22 were stolen.

Monday, December 26, Craig
Rogers, 46, of Plainfield was arrested
on an active warrant out of Westfield
after a motor vehicle stop on the 80
block of North Martine Avenue. He
was processed, posted bail and re-
leased.

Tuesday, December 27, Jared
Jaichon, 24, of Basking Ridge was
arrested on an active warrant out of
East Brunswick after a motor vehicle
stop at South and Martine Avenues.
He was processed, posted bail and
released.

Fanwood Police Detective Eugene
Chin reminds all residents to lock
vehicles and to report anything sus-
picious to the police at (908) 322-
5000.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, December 21, a resi-

dent of Grand Street reported that
someone made several thousand dol-
lars in credit card purchases without
his authorization.

Wednesday, December 21, a resi-
dent of Raritan Road reported that
sometime overnight someone threw
a rock through the window of his
motor vehicle, which was parked in
front of his house.

Thursday, December 22, a resident
of Frank Street reported that some-
time overnight someone entered his
unlocked motor vehicle, which was
parked in his driveway, and, once
inside, removed an undetermined
amount of change.

Friday, December 23, a resident of
Grenville Road reported that some-
time overnight someone entered his
unlocked motor vehicle, which was
parked in his driveway, and, once
inside, removed an undetermined
amount of cash.

Friday, December 23, a resident of
Lake Avenue reported that sometime
overnight someone entered his un-
locked motor vehicle, which was
parked in front of his driveway, and,
once inside, removed a laptop com-
puter, which was valued at approxi-
mately $2,000.

Friday, December 23, Donald
Patterson, 31, of Scotch Plains was
arrested after a motor vehicle viola-
tion on East Second Street on an
outstanding $500 warrant issued by
the Scotch Plains Court. He was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Friday, December 23, Roger Fox,
38, of Keasbey was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) after a motor vehicle
stop on Raritan Road. After failing
multiple field sobriety tests at the
scene, he was transported to police
headquarters, processed and re-
leased.

Saturday, December 24, Willie
Heard, 21, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested and charged with DWI after an
officer responded to a one-vehicle
accident on Mountain Avenue. After
failing multiple field sobriety tests at
the scene, he was transported to po-
lice headquarters, processed and re-
leased.

Saturday, December 24,
Alexandra Lambros, 22, of Scotch
Plains was arrested and charged
with DWI after an officer responded
to a report of a motor vehicle acci-
dent. After failing multiple field
sobriety tests, she was transported
to police headquarters, processed
and released.

Saturday, December 24, Shamar
Wormley, 29, of Newark was arrested
and charged with DWI following a
motor vehicle stop. After failing mul-
tiple field sobriety tests, he was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

SCOUT VENTURE…Boy Scout Troop No. 73 of Westfield ventured on a 10-mile
hike in the South Mountain Reservation on December 10. Nineteen scouts and 10
adult leaders participated. They started off the hike in Locust Grove in Millburn.
Webelos from Cub Scout Packs No. 3 and No. 73 accompanied Troop No. 73. The
scouts saw various interesting places in the reservation, such as Washington
Rock, Maple Falls, Hemlock Falls (pictured above) and Turtleback Rock, among
others. The Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church in Westfield sponsors Troop
No. 73.

Sierra Club to Look
At ‘Beyond Coal’

AREA – The Sierra Club Loantaka
Group will present Christine Guhl,
Sierra Club field organizer for the
“Beyond Coal Campaign,” on Wednes-
day, January 11, from 7:30 to 9 p.m. at
The Library of the Chathams, located
at 214 Main Street in Chatham.

Ms. Guhl will show and lead a dis-
cussion on two short films, Coal Coun-
try and Unlimited. They address moun-
tain top-removal coal mining, renew-
able energy and climate change. She
will then give an update on the Sierra
Club’s “Beyond Coal Campaign” and
the Multi-state Alliance to Promote
Lasting Energy (MAPLE).

This meeting will be free and open
to the public. For more information,
call (908) 233-2414, visit
newjersey.sierraclub.org/loantaka or
e-mail loantakasc@gmail.com.

Library Friends to Present
Programs For Youngsters

WESTFIELD – The Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Library will spon-
sor a series of children’s programs in
January and February. These programs
are open to Westfield Library children’s
full-service cardholders. Online reg-
istration is required.

Two programs featuring Travis
from Wallaby Tales will take place on
Saturday, January 21. “Animal
Friends” is scheduled from 10:30 to
11:15 a.m., during which Travis will

teach youngsters to love and respect
wild animals. This program is open
to children ages 2½ through 5. An
adult must attend with the child.

“What Big Teeth You Have!” will
be offered from noon to 1 p.m., as
Travis introduces participants to preda-
tors. This event is open to children age
6 and older accompanied by an adult.

“Once Upon a Time: Old Tales
with a New Twist,” open to children
ages 4 to 7 accompanied by an adult,
will be held the following Saturday,
January 28, from 10:30 to 11:15 a.m.
Storyteller Lorraine Hartin-Gelardi
uses familiar stories to tell new tales.

“It’s the Wolf!” will be the program
for Saturday, February 4, from 10:30 to
11:15 a.m., for those ages 4 and older
accompanied by an adult. Tucker’s Tales
will present a puppet show with Mr.
Wolf and his adventures.

“Maracas!” is set for Saturday,
February 11, from 10:30 to 11:15
a.m., and will feature an interactive
Spanish presentation of music and
stories for El Dia de San Valentin.

“Family Astronomy Night” is slated
for Wednesday, February 22, from
6:15 to 8:45 p.m. Participants will
gather in the library meeting room to
learn about the solar system, eclipses
and more. Afterward, weather per-
mitting, attendees will peer at the
night sky with telescopes and bin-
oculars. This program is for families
and is open to the public.

Probitas Verus Honos
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Ms. Jennifer Musat
To Marry Joshua Kulik

It is with great pleasure that Frank
and Nancy Musat of Westfield an-
nounce the engagement of their
daughter, Ms. Jennifer Musat, to
Joshua Kulik.

The bride-to-be is a graduate of
Westfield High School and Syra-
cuse University, and currently is a
cosmetic chemist at L’Oreal in
Clark.

Mr. Kulik, son of Jake and Linda
Kulik of Clifton, N.J., is a graduate
of Stevens Institute of Technology
and is a mechanical engineer for
the U.S. government.

Mr. Kulik proposed to Ms. Musat
at the tree in Rockefeller Center.
The couple currently resides in
Piscataway, N.J. The wedding is
planned for fall 2012.

 Because stroke knows

Get Better. Stay Better.

        Sudden weakness or numbness.
 Sudden confusion.
 Sudden trouble seeing.

Sudden trouble walking.
Sudden severe headache.
Sudden diffi culty speaking, swallowing.

732.381.4200  rwjuhr.com

KNOW THE SIGNS 

CALL 911
KNOW WHERE TO GO: 

Your primary stroke center for immediate care at 865 Stone St.

NO AGE
NO RACE

NO GENDER

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 908-756-7623 * valleyfurnitureshop.com
Monday-Saturday 10-5:30 * Thursday 10-7 * Sunday 1-5

SAVE 
35 -50%

Plus an additional 10%
On these featured styles

5 Days Only
Start the year off right with

the great sleep you’ll get from 
the incredible comfort of a

Shifman handmade mattress.
T H E  F I N E S T  H A N D M A D E  M AT T R E S S E S

I N  T H E  W O R L D T M

www.shifmanmattresses.com

Valley Furniture Shop

BANCROFT
SUGG.SALE -10%

TWIN EA. PC. 320 159 $143
FULL EA. PC. 480 259 $233

CRYSTAL
SUGG.SALE -10%

TWIN EA.PC. 490 269 $242
FULL EA.PC. 670 369 $332
QUEEN SET 1390 749 $674
KING SET 23101249 $1124

JADE
SUGG.SALE -10%

TWIN EA.PC. 670 369 $332
FULL EA.PC. 850 469 $422
QUEEN SET 1800 999 $899
KING SET 2880 1599 $1439

NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION #1:
SLEEP BETTER EVERY NIGHT

EXCEPTIONAL COMFORT * NATURAL MATERIALS  * TWO-SIDED MATTRESSES  * HANDCRAFTED QUALITY

SAME OLD ROUTINE.....SAME OLD RESULTS.....

LET JENI-FIT BE THE SOLUTION TO YOUR

NEW YEAR S RESOLUTION!

INTRODUCING THE NEW ”FLIRTY GIRL BARRE” 

The hottest dance fitness workout combined with intervals at a ballet barre

(NO dance experience necessary)

NEW CLASSES WITH AWESOME INSTRUCTORS STARTING 1/3/12

Benefit@Jeni-Fit.com

908-578-7055

CHECK US OUT @ WWW.JENI-FIT.COM

Luncheon Speaker to Recall
Role on Manhattan Project

WESTFIELD – “My Personal
Experiences on the Manhattan
Project: the Making of the Atomic
Bomb” will be the topic of Byron
Arison at the First Wednesday Lun-
cheon of the Westfield Historical
Society. The luncheon will take
place at noon on January 4 at the
Echo Lake Country Club, located
at 515 Springfield Avenue in
Westfield.

In his talk, Mr. Arison will tell
how after his graduation from the
University of Michigan in 1943
with a Bachelor of Science degree,

he was immediately hired by
duPont as a chemist at the TNT
plant in Kankakee, Ill. He was
transferred first in March of 1944
to the Manhattan Project at the
University of Chicago and then in
October to the Hanford Engineer-
ing Works at Hanford, Wash. Dur-
ing this period, he was part of a
group that installed uranium into
one of the reactors designed for
the production of plutonium.

After serving a little over a year
in the U.S. Army, Mr. Arison joined
Merck in August of 1947 as a re-
search chemist and simultaneously
started graduate studies at the Poly-
technic Institute of Brooklyn,
where he obtained a Doctoral de-
gree in Organic Chemistry in 1967.

During the last four decades at
Merck, Mr. Arison was in charge of
the Nuclear Magnetic Resonance
(NMR) facility in the Department
of Metabolism. NMR is the chemi-
cal equivalent of MRI and, accord-
ing to Mr. Arison, is an incredibly
effective technique for identifying
chemical structures. He is the au-
thor/co-author of 214 publications
and approximately 50 patents.

All those wishing to attend the
luncheon are asked to make a res-
ervation by calling (908) 233-2930
by noon on Monday, January 2.
The cost of the luncheon is $21 for
members and $26 for non-mem-
bers, including gratuity.

HOLIDAY VISIT…Brownie Troop No. 40268 from Jefferson Elementary School
in Westfield shared the gift of service and their holiday spirit December 15 with
some senior citizens. They sang holiday songs, offered sweets and socialized with
the seniors residing at Westfield Senior Citizens Housing Corp. in Westfield.

TORI’S STORY…Tori Parsloe, who will be honored this spring on having
attained her Girl Scout Gold Award, is pictured last summer reading to young-
sters at the Rahway Public Library. For her Gold Award project, Tori incorpo-
rated an art aspect into the library’s summer reading program, related to stories
she read to the children.

Tori Parsloe Attains Gold
With Library Program

WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School junior Tori Parsloe recently
completed her requirements for the
Girl Scout Gold Award. The Gold
Award is the highest award that a Girl
Scout age 14 to 18 can attain.

Last summer, the Rahway Public
Library’s Children’s Department
hosted Tori in earning her Gold
Award. For her project, Tori assisted
the children’s librarian, Donna Bode,
by adding an art aspect to the library’s
summer reading program, “One
World, Many Stories.”

During several planning sessions
with Ms. Bode, Tori developed lesson
plans in which she read a story to the
children and then followed up with an
art lesson related to the content of the
story or the country in which it took
place. Throughout the summer, les-
sons covered the continents of Africa,
Antarctica, Asia, North and South
America and Australia.

Rahway youngsters were enthusi-
astic about the lessons and many par-
ents and children returned to the li-
brary each week to participate in the
program. One mother left a note with
the librarian, stating that her three
girls loved the stories and art projects
and could not wait to return the fol-
lowing week.

Upon completion of her program,
Tori presented the Rahway Library
Children’s Department and Ms.
Bode with a compilation of her les-
son plans, including the completed
art projects, directions, stencils and
photographs of the finished work,
should they wish to use it again in
the future. Tori also created a dis-
play in the library that highlighted

her summer program with sample
art and photos of the young partici-
pants.

Tori wishes to thank her Girl Scout
Leader, Susan Kowalenko, and the
Rahway Public Library, with special
appreciation to Children’s Librarian
Donna Bode for this opportunity. She
also thanks her older sisters, Melia
and Corinne Parsloe, both of who
assisted her at the library.

Tori, daughter of Mary Lynn and
Bob Parsloe, has had her project
approved by the Girl Scouts Heart of
New Jersey Council and is sched-
uled to receive her pin in the spring
of 2012.

UCRW to Spotlight
Elder Fraud Jan. 19
WESTFIELD – The Union County

Republican Women will sponsor a
free public education program on
the subject of “Elder Fraud” on
Thursday, January 19. Presented by
the New Jersey Division of Con-
sumer Affairs, this program will be-
gin at 7 p.m. in the Community Room
of the Westfield Municipal Build-
ing, located at 425 East Broad Street.

Admission will be free and open
to the public. No reservations to
attend are required. For additional
information, call Diane Barabas at
(908) 233-7374 or e-mail
DianeBs@aol.com.

According to the National Cen-
ter for Victims of Crime, every day
there are thousands of cases where
elderly people are scammed by
home services, defrauded by
caregivers, exploited by neighbors
or family members or tricked by
the unscrupulous. It is estimated
that 20 percent of elderly individu-
als have been the victims of some
kind of fraud; however, many are
too embarrassed to report these
types of crimes.www.goleader.com
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HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE…IT’S PRICELESS!
Scan to 
View All 
Listings 

and Open 
Houses

$5OFF
total purchases 
of $25 or more
Offer expires January 15, 2012
Coupon cannot be combined 

with any other offer.

$2 OFF
total purchases 
of $10 or more
Offer expires January 15, 2012
Coupon cannot be combined 

with any other offer. Westfield
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Nothing says holiday
more than a fabulous
Gourmet Food Basket
from Gillespie’s Food Market

Stop by today and

create that special

basket or call 

(908) 264-8636 to have

one delivered today!

OVENGOLD 
TURKEY & HAM

$7.99/lb
Sale good through December 2011

OUR DELICIOUS DAILY PREPARED MEALS ARE HERE!

Come visit our European-style village market

(908) 264-8636 • Fax (908) 264-8743 • Open 365 days a year 8am-8pm

856 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside, NJ

Email: inquiries @gillespies.com  •   Visit us at www.gillespies.com

Meat Loaf

Pork Chops or Pork Tenderloin; Baked Ziti

Chicken Scampi; Tortellini with Pesto Sauce

Sliced Barbequed Steak; Roasted Duck

Roasted Chicken; Ribs

Baked Salmon; Crab Patties

Sausage with Pasta, Ricotta and Tomato Sauce; Hot Wings

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

Gillespie’s Gift Cards
are a great way to bring in 

the New Year!

No time to cook? And you want to

eat healthy delicious food? 

No problem! Every Gillespie’s entrée

can be completed with our selection

of prepared vegetables and soups.

RAIDERS GO 1-2 IN 400-RELAY TO SNATCH VICTORY

Raider Boys Nip Blue Devils
In Down-to-Wire Swim Win

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Depth was a major concern for the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF) High
School boys swim team when it trav-
eled to Wallace Pool in Westfield to
face the hungry Blue Devils on De-
cember 22. But a strategy move in the
final event set the stage for the Raid-
ers to pull off a come-from-behind,

88-82, victory.
The 4-0 Raiders touched first in all

but one individual event and one re-
lay, but the 5-1 Blue Devils’ ability to
seize the majority of second, thirds

and fourths gave them an 80-76 lead
going into the final event, the 400-
meter relay. A first and a fourth place-
ment for the Raiders would not be
enough.

Raider co-captain Joe Dunn, usu-
ally the anchor on the A relay four-
some, was shifted to the anchor of the
B squad. With the Blue Devils’ and
Raiders’ A squads racing neck-and-

neck, and the Raider B squad trailing
going into the anchor leg, Dunn put
on his big kick and so did the SPF A
to pull off a shocking 1-2 finish.

“Going into the last really, I was

behind the block. One of my team-
mates came over and said, ‘pull this
all together. We are going to switch
you and Keith [Montiero].’ He was
one of the kids in the B relay. ‘Wait
until the race starts and make your
way over there. Switch!’ They weren’t
expecting me to be in that relay. I was
in a catch-up mode and tried to cut
some people down, ” Dunn explained.

“We knew we had to take 1-3. I
can’t really take the credit. We had a
lot of kids paying attention down on
deck. They are the ones who saw it,

MATT BARBER, ROTONDO, DeLOUISA, OPOKU WIN BIG

Westfield Matmen Use Depth
To Massacre Indians, 55-12

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three varsity wrestlers out of the
lineup due to injuries and another out
due to a temporary skin condition,
put the Westfield High School wres-
tling team in a seemingly vulnerable
situation in a showdown match
against the Rahway Indians in
Rahway on December 23. The Blue
Devils needed to reap bonus points

from their veteran wrestlers and to
minimize losses from their younger
varsity wrestlers.

The veterans acted like pillagers
and the younger Blue Devils stepped
up in a big way to deliver the Indians
a staggering 55-12 defeat.

Nick Rotondo, Ellis Opoku and
Mike DeLouisa were the first of the
veterans to reap maximum bonus
points, but the first sign of brilliance

from an underclassmen came in the
second bout of the evening. Blue
Devil sophomore Matt Barber faced
Rahway veteran Tyler Zihlbauer at
132-lbs. Trailing 1-0 in the third pe-
riod, Barber escaped then added a
takedown in the final seconds to grab
a 3-1 decision.

“Matt Barber! This kid wakes up at
5:45 every morning. He comes into

BALDWIN BREAKS WHS RECORD IN 100-BACKSTROKE

Blue Devils Send a Message,
Douse Lady Raiders 119-51

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

No letup in the will of the Westfield
High School (WHS) girls swim team
led to a 119-51 triumph over the
visiting Scotch Plains-Fanwood girls
at Wallace Pool in Westfield on De-
cember 22.

The 6-0 Lady Blue Devils’ win was
similar to last year’s 120-50 victory
over the Raiders in that, not only did
they dominate almost all of the top
honors, but they also demonstrated
talented depth by placing second in
eight of the 11 events, third in five
events and fourth in six events. The
Raiders’ only first place came when
Jodi Thompson touched first in the
100-breaststroke with a time of
1:08.17. She also won the event in
last year’s meet.

“We look at every meet as an op-
portunity to swim our best times, so
the fact that we were pretty confident
that we were going to win, every girl
got in the pool and did it for the team.
They did it for themselves. When-
ever we win a meet, we want to make
it clear that we are the number one
team in the state. We want to prove to
the rest of New Jersey and whoever is
watching that we are the best,” Blue
Devil co-captain Krysta Huber said.

“I think everyone swam their best
today. We were just looking to see
what we could do. Like Krysta said,
swim like we are the best team in New
Jersey,” co-captain Loren Ball added.

Sophomore Caroline Baldwin, who
flirted with the WHS record in the 50-
free and 100-free in the Bridgewater-
Raritan meet last week, shattered the

WHS record in the 100-backstroke
with a time of 58.35, topping team-
mate Jess Cronin’s time of 59.88 set
last year. Raider Caitlin English fin-
ished second at 1:04.6, followed by
Blue Devil Erika Daniel at 1:05.06
and Raider Melissa Keifer at 1:09.35.

“We had a lot of best times by other
people. Caroline Baldwin had the
backstroke high school team record
by a lot. She broke it by a second and-
one-half. That was absolutely incred-
ible,” Ball said.

Jess Cronin, Becky Zhang, Daniel
and Ball got the meet started by touch-
ing first in the 200-medley relay with
a time of 1:55.2. Teammates Julia
Diamantopolous, Kathleen Bond,
Courtney Day and Lauren Schmeider
placed third at 2:00.72. Raiders

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHEERING DOWN THE HOME STRETCH…Raiders on the deck cheer their teammates as they swim down the home
stretch in the 400-freestyle relay. The Raiders touched 1-2 in the event to pull out an 88-82 win.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PULLING A LOT OF WATER IN THE BUTTERFLY…Raider Greg Baliko touched first in the 100-butterfly and the 100-
breaststroke.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLAMPING BECKER WITH A HEADLOCK…Blue Devil Mike DeLouisa, top, pins Rahway’s Justin Becker in 4:27 with
a clamping headlock in the 160-lb bout. Westfield won 55-12.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HEADING FOR THE FINISH…Blue Devil co-captain Jessica Cronin swoops toward the finish in the 100-butterfly event.
The Lady Blue Devils defeated the Raiders 119-51.

Roselle Park Wrestling Invt’l
Appears in January 5 Edition
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Swimming Blue Devils Douse Lady Raiders
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Caitlyn English, Thompson, Nicole
DePaola and Caroline Lesce touched
second at 1:56.82.

Sophomore Sarah Cronin won the
first of her two individual wins by
touching first in the 200-freestyle at
1:56.94, followed by English at
2:05.16, and Blue Devils Amy West
at 2:07.54 and Meredith Bagger at
2:10.52. Cronin also won the 500-
free at 5:15.65, followed by West at
5:47.23, Raider Lesce at 5:48.96 and
Schmeider at 5:50.71.

Huber and Ball acknowledged that,
“Freshman Amy West was a strong

swimmer in the 200-free and the 500-
free and added that they were pretty
sure every girl was in the lineup to-
day. Everyone really contributed.”

Baldwin also touched first in the
200-individual medley with a time of
2:15.34. Teammates Ellie Reinhardt
touched second at 2:16.32 and Allie
McBrearty touched fourth at 2:21.39.
Thompson touched third at 2:16.41.

Reinhardt led a 1-2-3 sweep in the
100-free, touching in 55.92, followed
by Day at 58.31 and Daniel at 59.22.
Raider Maggie O’Brien touched
fourth at 1:02.4. After Thompson’s

OK, what have we learned from the
first month of the swim season?

For starters, there is a very, very
good chance that both the Public A
and Public B state champions will be
WHS and Scotch Plains-Fanwood.
While either Bridgewater-Raritan (A)
or Princeton (B) could surprise, it
would be an absolute shock if the
Union County rivals didn’t bring
home the big trophy.

And second, we also found out that
the 2012 Union County champion-
ships – Sunday, Jan. 29, at Rutgers
University – will be the best, most
exciting, fastest and most bitterly-
contested meet in New Jersey during
the entire 2011-12 swim calendar.

SP-F and WHS proved on Dec. 22
during the Raiders’ wild 88-82 victory
that they are easily the two best public
schools in the state. Both teams put up
ridiculous times (When I sent the times
to a veteran South Jersey coach he
emailed back: “Are you drunk? Those
times are unbelievable.” And he only
saw the winning times, not the also-
fast-as-heck 2-3-4-5-6 times.)

Not sure what SP-F power-pointed,
but the WHS boys were 4,488, just 16
less than then the 4,504 they had in
knocking off defending state Public
A champion Bridgewater a week ear-
lier. That’s two of WHS’s five fastest
power point meets from the last 19
years – and that’s in December! The
other top totals all came in late Febru-
ary, during the state tournament.

WHS still has some tough meets
with top-ranked Christian Brothers
(Jan. 5) and still-tough St. Joseph (Jan.
17), and they will be good mid-season
tests in the middle of the heavy train-
ing. But, even with those big parochial
showdowns, it’s tough to not already
be thinking about counties, which are
just 32 days away . . . and counting.

When you put SP-F and WHS in
the same pool with Summit, which
has two studs in Loren Bowen and
Ryan Sebastian, and four other top
guys, so they can stack three relays,
you’ve got what should be the best
county meet in its 61-year history. In
the first 60 years of the county meet,
WHS has won 56 times. SP-F, which
won in 1999 and again in 2011, will
be looking to be the first non-Westfield
team to ever win two in a row.

It’s not always easy following up a
masterpiece with a worthwhile sec-
ond effort. You only have to look at
movies with a II or III or VI (thanks,
Rocky!) after them to know that’s
true. But the 2012 county swim meet?
Now that’s a sequel to not be missed.

WRESTLING UPDATE
While Glen Kurz had to be happy

with the team’s second-place finish at
Nutley’s Maroon Raiders Classic, there
was also reason for him to turn up the
pressure in workouts after it, too.

It was a one-place improvement
over last year, but only two individual
champions out of six finalists had to
be disappointing. And having three
of the four runnersup get decked in
the final was not cool.

Still it was a pretty good start for
what will hopefully be another good
season. Nick Rotondo (his second
year in a row) and Ellis Opoku won
titles, while Mike Kalimtzis, Colin
Barber, Nick Knepper and Kyle Kania
finished second.

WHS also got thirds from Nick
Velez (126), Brian Bulger (170) and
Kieran Cline (182), plus a fourth from
Anthony Aldana (113).

The Devils improved to 2-0 and
showed some nice depth in a 55-12
win over Rahway last Friday. The In-
dians won only three bouts. The K-
men got pins from Kalimtzis, Rotondo,
Opoku, Mike DeLouisa (160), Cline
and Knepper, plus a major by Bulger.
Matt Barber (132) had a huge, 3-1
victory. Kania won a 1-0 nailbiter and
Aldana won a tough 3-1 decision.

BASKETBALL UPDATE
The boys are off to a 1-2 start under

first-year coach Daryl Palmieri, but
they’ve played tough in the losses to
Rahway and Roselle Catholic. Keegan
Hess, who took the fall off from foot-
ball to get ready for hoops, has been
the top scorer. The junior, along with
sophomores Dylan Elliott and Mike
Androconis, are part of a young team.

While the girls are 0-3 at this writ-
ing, they too have been in most of
their games, losing a big lead to fall to
SP-F in their last game. Given the
graduation losses of the past few years,
Joe Marino’s girls are doing better
than anticipated. Newcomer Lillian
Scott has been the top gun.

FOOTBALL UDPATE
James O’Rourke’s running style

reminds several old-timers of Glen
Kehler, arguably the best running back
in WHS history. And the opinion of at
least one of them is very interesting.

“I really love the way he runs,”
Glen Kehler said while watching
WHS’s playoff loss to Bayonne. “He’s
quick, cuts back well and uses his
blockers. He really sees the whole
field. And he’s a tough kid.”

The WHS Class of ’75 legend, who
was about 5-foot-9, 170 pounds as a
senior, watched the 5-7, 166-pound
O’Rourke carry the ball 35 times for
142 yards, pushing himself over the
1,000-yard mark for this season.

Kehler’s classmate, Bruce Jester,
was also enjoying the action against
Bayonne. Jester was a quarterback
from his Westfield Boys Football
League days until his senior year,
when coach Gary Kehler switched
him to left end. Asked how he
would’ve enjoyed playing in the wide-
open offense employed by current
coach Jim DeSarno, Jester said:

“I think I had about four balls
thrown to me all of senior year. Sure,
I’d love to have played in this offense.
But we did what we did, and we won,
so that was the main thing. Mr. Kehler
moved me because the quarterback
back then mostly just handed the ball
off, and he wanted me more involved
. . . with blocking.”

By the way, congrats to O’Rourke
for earning all-state Group 4 first-
team honors as a defensive back. Fel-
low senior Mike LaFace was a Group
4 third team selection.

HOCKEY UPDATE
Ryan Morse netted four goals in a

10-6 win over Cranford, which had
beaten WHS in overtime a week ear-
lier. The junior’s effort was just one
short of Ron Kashlak’s school record,
which came in a 1998 game against
Cranford. Sophomore Dane Huber
added three goals.

THIS AND THAT
Remember the Den’s old buddy

“Run It Up” Tony Mottola? He was
the Ridge coach in 2008 who, with the
mercy clock running the entire second
half of a playoff game with WHS, put
his starting quarterback back in the
game late in the fourth quarter and had
him throwing passes. His current team,
Demarest, went 7-3.

Let’s break that down: 6-0 against
teams with non-winning records, av-
eraging 44 ppg in those wins; 0-3
against teams with winning records,
allowing 45 ppg in the losses; 1-0 on
Thanksgiving against an opponent,
Old Tappan, that played its jayvees to
rest its varsity for a playoff game on
Dec. 3, which it lost to the Wayne
Hills Thugs (who do you root for in
that one?).

How did “Run It Up” handle playing
against the Golden Knights’ jayvees?
Well, he mercifully pulled some of his
starters with a 53-6 lead in the fourth
quarter (the final was 59-14).

JUST WONDERING …
Does anybody else get a vicarious

thrill when they see a Lexus with a
flat tire? Or a Jaguar pulled over
because of a failed brake light? Or
somebody rear-ending an SUV with
one of those “My child is an honor
student … ” stickers on its rear
bumper?

SONG OF THE SEASON
This is a slight rewording of some-

thing in a recent Philadelphia In-
quirer by the great Frank Fitzpatrick.
It was called “Dress like dopes” and
should be sung to the tune of “Deck
the Halls”:

Dress like dopes in Yankees unies.
Ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha.
When did fans become such loon-

ies?
Ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha.
Don they now their lame apparel.
Ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha.
Me, I’d rather wear a barrel.
Ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha.

IS IT JUST ME …
Or should people like Jim

Sensenbrenner and Rush Limbaugh,
who obviously live in glass houses
and even more obviously spend more
time eating then working out, keep
their opinions about the size of
people’s butts to themselves?

The Devil’s Den appears in The
Westfield Leader on the first and third
Thursday of every month during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. And remember,
win or not, Whs4evr!

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Will SPF vs. WHS II
Be Equal to Original?

win in the breaststroke, Bond
(1:15.48) and Huber (1:17.49)
touched 2-3 and Raider Morgan
Bransky touched fourth at 1:20.13.
Blue Devil Audrey Bangs touched
first in the 100-butterfly at 1:06.44,
followed by Jess Cronin at 1:08.09,
DePaola at 1:08.57 and Zhang at
1:10.4.

Ball took top honors in the 50-free
with a time of 25.65, followed by
Blue Devil Courtney Han at
26.83,Lesce at 26.94 and
Diamantopolous at 27.59. Ball, Han,
Zhang and Reinhardt won the 200-
free relay at 1:46.05, while Bangs,
Diamantopolous, Meg Meyers, and
McBrearty touched second at 1:48.04
and Raiders Thompson, Emma
Sherry, Hannah Greany and DePaola
touched third at 1:50.51. In the final
event, the 400-free relay, Sarah
Cronin, Ball, McBrearty and Baldwin
touched first in 3:41.82, while Han,
Schmeider, Rachel Fan and Jess
Cronin touched second at 4:04.02,
and Raiders Lesce, Maddie Ryan,
Brenda Ho and English touched third
at 4:08.73.

“I won the 50-freestyle. It wasn’t
the best time, but right now I am just
looking to improve and work on my
stroke, be around my best time, so
come February all the times will fall
down. Hopefully we will be holding
the trophy at the state finals,” Ball said.

   ED  DELLA  FERA
          SHUTTERS  +  SHADES  +  BLINDS  +  VERTICALS

            WOVEN WOODS  +  DRAPERY INSTALLATIONS

                              Professional Sales, Measuring & Installation

                                      Over 25 Years Experience

  Phone:  732.503.3316   |  Fax:  1.866.216.5677  |  edellafera@gmail.com

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

QUEST “FOR
PERFECTION”

Home Improvements
Kitchens • Baths

Countertops • Windows

Fine Carpentry

Basements • Tile Work

qhiwnj@comcast.net

908-654-1899
NJ Lic. #13VH01315500

Free Estimates • Insured

Visa & Mastercard Accepted

  

POWER WASHING “The Gutter Specialists”

Gutter Services, Painting,
Power Washing, and

Snow Removal Services
908-756-0090   www.grimebustersnj.com

Free Estimates / Fully Insured

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Removal

Wallpaper Installation

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

Quality • Integrity • Reliability

908-232-0249 • Westfield, NJ

• Spring & Fall Clean-ups

• Snow Plowing

• Snow Blowing

• Shoveling & Ice Control

Fully Licensed & Insured

www.incelandscape.com

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425

email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GLIDING IN THE BACKSTROKE…Raider co-captain Caitlyn English fin-
ished second in the 100-backstroke at 1:04.6.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on Janu-
ary 9, 2012 in the Council Chambers at the
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m. to hear
and consider the following appeal for use
(d) and bulk (c) variance(s) from the re-
quirements of the Westfield Land Use Or-
dinance.

Northwestern Mutual, 251 North Av-
enue. Applicant is seeking permission to
install a wall sign on the building contrary to
Section 16.04H of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance allows a maximum area
of 4 square feet for signs in a window.
Propose is a wall sign 14.5 inches x + 10
feet.

Scott Chamberlin, 612 Roosevelt
Street. Applicant is seeking approval to
construct a garage contrary to Sections
12.04F1 and 13.01G1a of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maximum
coverage by buildings and above ground
structures of 20%. Proposed is 24.1%.
Ordinance requires a minimum side yard
setback for accessory structures of 5 feet.
Proposed is 1.8 feet. Ordinance requires a
minimum rear yard setback for an acces-
sory structure of 5 feet. Proposed is 3.3
feet.

Lynn Mayer, 319 Orenda Circle. Appli-
cant is seeking approval to construct a one
story addition contrary to Sections 12.04E6
and 11.04E7 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires a minimum side yard
setback of 15 feet. Proposed is 14 feet 6
inches. Ordinance requires a minimum
rear yard setback of 50 feet. Proposed is
37 feet 9.5 inches.

Marianne LoPapa, 2 Mohawk Trail.
Applicant is seeking approval to construct

a one-story addition contrary to Sections
12.04F, 11.08E7 and 11.08E13 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum coverage by buildings and above
ground structures of 20% (1,647 square
feet). Proposed is 22.4% (1,846 square
feet). Ordinance requires a minimum rear
yard setback of 35 feet. Proposed is 32.7
feet. Ordinance allows a maximum wall
length at a zoning side yard of 25 feet.
Proposed is + 38 feet 1 inches.

Phil & Amy Ricca, 425 Lenox Avenue.
Applicant is seeking approval to construct
a one story addition contrary to Sections
12.04F1, 12.04F3 and 12.04G of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum coverage by buildings and above
ground structures of 20%. Proposed is
20.5%. Ordinance allows a maximum cov-
erage by buildings with a front porch of
24%. Proposed is 25%. Ordinance allows
an all improvement coverage of 50%. Pro-
posed is 54.93%.

Keith Williamson, 722 Coleman Place.
Applicant is seeking approval to construct
first and second story additions contrary to
Sections 12.04.1 and 11.09E13 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum coverage by buildings and above
ground structures of 20%. Proposed is
21.48%. Ordinance allows a maximum
wall length at a zoning side yard of 25 feet.
Proposed is 30.5 feet.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 12/29/11, The Leader Fee: $74.46

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 11-12-185

CONTRACTOR: First Environment, Inc.;
91 Fulton Street, Boonton, New Jersey
07005

NATURE OF SERVICE: Environmental
Engineering Services. Block 64, Lot 4

DURATION: Period ending November
30, 2012

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $19,250.00
A copy of this resolution and contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the Mu-
nicipal Clerk’s office.

Eleanor McGovern,
Administrator/Clerk

1 T - 12/29/11, The Times Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

RESOLUTION

TAKE NOTICE that the Town Council of
the Town of Westfield will meet in Confer-
ence Session, at which meeting the public
may attend and make comments, and ad-
dress Council to discuss and consider
matters of public business, upon which no
formal action will then be taken but which
may subsequently be acted upon in a
regular Council Meeting, on the following
dates in 2012 in the Administrative Confer-
ence Room in the Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey,
at 7:30 p.m., the said dates being the
following Tuesdays, unless otherwise
noted:

January 10 and 24
February 14 and 28

March 6 and 20
April 10 and 24
May 1 and 22
June 5 and 19

July 10
August 7

September 4 and 18
October 2 and 23

November 7 (Wednesday) and 20
December 4

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Town
Council of the Town of Westfield will meet
in regular public meeting, at which the
public may attend and participate, on the
following dates in 2012 in the Council
Chambers of the Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey,
at 8:00 p.m., the said meeting dates being
the following Tuesdays, unless otherwise
noted:

January 17 and 31
February 14 and 28

March 13 and 27
April 10 and 24
May 8 and 22
June 5 and 19

July 10
August 7

September 11 and 18
October 9 and 23

November 7 (Wednesday) and 27
December 11

1 T - 12/29/11, The Leader Fee: $44.88

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

RESOLUTION

BE IT RESOLVED that pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40-45A-1, the Organization Meet-
ing of the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield for the year 2012 will be held on
Tuesday, January 3, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

1 T - 12/29/11, The Leader Fee: $10.20

PUBLIC NOTICE
FAIRVIEW CEMETERY

ANNUAL MEETING

The Annual Meeting of the Lot Owners
of Fairview Cemetery will be held at the
Cemetery office, 1100 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, Monday January
23, 2012 at 4:00 P.M., for the election of
two Trustees each for a term of three
years, to succeed William J. Shephard
and Michael P. Locascio, whose terms
will then expire and for the transaction of
such other business as may be presented
at the meeting.

Richard M. Ralph
Secretary/Treasurer

1 T - 12/29/11, The Leader Fee: $15.30

Probitas Verus Honos

Cranford/New Providence
Wrestling Match Story

Can Be Read On
www.goleader.com

Click “Ballyhoo Sports”
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Blue Devil Matmen Massacre Indians, 55-12
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

the room at 6:00 three days a week.
He goes to the ‘Y’ at least three-four
days a week. The kid is a fit as a
fiddle, and he really wants it. He told
me, ‘all I want to do is win. All I want
to do is get on the varsity squad.’ He
cracked the lineup. I have never seen
anybody as hungry as him. The last
person that I saw as hungry as him
was his older brother Christian,”
DeLouisa said.

The first bout of the evening, 126-
lbs, between Blue Devil sophomore
Nick Valez and senior Isaac Valintin,
who placed third in the Union County
Tournament and second in the dis-
trict last year at 112-lbs, could have
been a spark also. Unfortunately Valez
became a victim of a takedown at the
buzzer in the first period and a lock-
ing hands penalty at the end of the
bout to drop a 5-4 decision.

With the team score tied 3-3, the
pressure was on Rotondo in his 138-
lb bout with Jamie Richter. Rotondo
set up a takedown with a long arm
drag, recorded a three-point nearfall
and added another takedown before
pinning Richter in 1:28 with a half
nelson.

“That takedown is something that I
learned in the room. I like the way it
feels. It gives me this ability to throw
around the guy. It’s helpful,” Rotondo
said. “I really wanted to do some-
thing for our team. I wanted to make
sure I got those bonus points. I final-

ized it by putting my hips in, digging
my feet in the mat and I turned him
over.”

At 145-lbs, Opoku went to town on
Chris Chavez, recording three
takedowns, a half-corkscrew, three-
point tilt and an escape before set-
tling him in 3:57 with a half nelson.
Filling in at 152-lbs for Colin Barber,
Matt Archembault did his job by not
allowing any bonus points in a 9-2
loss to Franco Mejia.

The darkest shadow of doom for
the Indians was cast at the 160-lb
class when DeLouisa squared off at
center mat with Justin Becker, a Dis-
trict 11 champ last year. After a furi-
ous but scoreless first period,
DeLouisa recorded a two-point tilt,
but Becker escaped. In the third pe-
riod, DeLouisa added a reversal and
clamped Becker in 4:27 with a head-
lock to give Westfield a 21-6 lead.

“Becker is definitely one of
Rahway’s best kids. He actually beat
me over the summer. I really wanted
to win tonight. I practiced all week in
the room, going with Opoku, because
my training partner [Colin] Barber is
out. I pushed myself extra hard,”
DeLouisa said.

At 170-lbs, Blue Devil Brian Bulger
amassed seven double-leg takedowns
and a two-point tilt to grab a 16-7,
majority decision over CJ Orsini.
Kieran Cline pulled off a snap-and-
spin takedown then pinned Indian

Justin Conception in 2:00 with a half-
corkscrew at 182-lbs. At 195-lbs, Nick
Knepper baffled Eric David with a
five-point, side-leg, bulldog takedown
maneuver before pinning him in 2:45
with a pullback-and-smother move
to give Westfield a 37-6 lead with five
bouts remaining.

At 220-lbs, Blue Devil Ozan Oral
put Justin Jackson to his back with a
side roll to record a fall in 4:52. Heavy-
weight Kyle Kania avoided an over-
time bout when he controlled
Rahway’s Josh Nunnally the entire
third period to earn a 1-0 decision.
Eric Melendez snapped Rahway’s
seven-bout losing streak with a 40-
second fall at 106-lbs.

At 113-lbs, Blue Devil Anthony
Aldana scored a takedown and an
escape to defeat Devin Jefferson, 3-1,
then Mike Kalimtzis pried Indian
Luke DeMarco to his back in 0:41
with a wrist and half nelson pinning
combination at 120-lbs.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
126: — Valintin (R) d Valez, 5-4
132: — Barber (W) d Zihlbauer, 3-1
138: — Rotondo (W) p Richter, 1:28
145: — Opoku (W) p Chavez, 3:57
152: — Mejia (R) d Archembault, 9-2
160: — DeLouisa (W) p Becker, 4:27
170: — Bolger (W) md Orsini, 16-7
182: — Cline (W) p Conception, 2:00
195: — Knepper (W) p David, 2:45
220: — Oral (W) p Jackson, 4:52
Hwt: — Kania (W) d Nunnaly, 1-0
106: — Melendez (R) p John Fuller, 0:40
113: — Aldana (W) d Jefferson, 3-1
120: —Kalimtzis (W) p DeMarco, :41

HEALTHY NEW YEAR! 
Start your year of healthy  
living at the Westfield Area Y!  
Our wellness facilities,  
programs and staff will  
inspire you and your family  
to be stronger, healthier and happier.   

WESTFIELD AREA Y  
220 Clark St., Westfield ∙ 908-233-2700 ∙ www.westfieldynj.org  

 

Strengthening the communities of Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and 
Westfield since 1923.  Financial assistance is available.  

OPEN NEW YEAR’S DAY  
10:00AM - 4:00PM 
• FREE gift while supplies last 

• FREE TRX® classes at 11:00AM and Noon  
(12 participants/class) 

 

NEW MEMBER SPECIAL 
$20.12 Joiner’s Fee January 1st- 8th 

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
2012 RECYCLING SCHEDULE

WARD 1 WARD 2 WARD 3 WARD 4
(Mondays) (Tuesdays) (Wednesdays) (Thursdays)

January 9, 23 10, 24 11, 25 12, 26
February 6, 20 7, 21 8, 22 9, 23
March 5, 19 6, 20 7, 21 8, 22
April 2, 16, 30 3, 17 4, 18 5, 19
May 14, 28* 1, 15, 29 2, 16, 30 3, 17, 31
June 11, 25 12, 26 13, 27 14, 28
July 9, 23 10, 24 11, 25 12, 26
August 6, 20 7, 21 8, 22 9, 23
September 3*, 17 4, 18 5, 19 6, 20
October 1, 15, 29 2, 16, 30 3, 17, 31 4, 18
November 12, 26 13, 27 14, 28 1, 15, 29
December 10, 24 11, 25* 12, 26 13, 27

*  May 28th is a holiday.  The pickup for Ward 1 will be on Friday, June 1st

*  September 3rd is a holiday.  The pickup for Ward 1 will be on Friday, September 7th

*  December 25th is a holiday.  The pickup for Ward 2 will be on Friday, December 28th

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PRYING HIM OVER WITH A HALF NELSON…Blue Devil Nick Rotondo, top, pries Indian Jamie Richter to his back
with a half nelson to record a pin in 1:28 in the 138-lb bout.

TUFARO, CANNON, LAPHAM, BEIRNE RECORD PINS

Raider Wrestlers Manhandle
Elizabeth Minutemen, 63-7

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Exceeding expectations, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (SPF) High School
wrestling team obliterated the Eliza-
beth Minutemen wrestling team, 63-7,
in Scotch Plains on December 21. The
3-0 Raiders yielded only two decisions
to the Minutemen in the evening.

Not expecting such a lopsided vic-
tory, Raider Head Coach TJ Gavor
commented, “Elizabeth is a really
tough team. They have a lot of tough
wrestlers. We were expecting them to
fill more in the lineup, so I think that
the score was a little lopsided be-
cause of the three forfeits.”

Commenting on the Raiders’ per-
formance, Gavor added, “Condition-

ing! Four of our kids won their match
in the third period, so I think that we
showed them that we were in a little
better shape. Wrestling; you’re not
going to invent new moves, we just
need to improve on the ones that we
do. We’re a balanced team, a very
gritty team with leadership, espe-
cially with our one-two punch at
145 and 152. Overall, these kids are
meeting and exceeding all expecta-
tions right now,”

The match began at 170-lbs where
Raider senior Luke Vuono scored a
takedown and a reversal to earn a 5-
2 decision over Christian Mendoza.

Things got dark for the Minutemen
when no one challenged Raiders Mike
Ridge 182, Mike McFarlane 195 and
Andrew Jacobs at 220 lbs. Anthony
Tufaro came out ready and dropped
285-lb. Joe Romero to his back in
1:43 to give the Raiders a 27-0 lead.

“I went for his head and a near
ankle, locked him up and brought
him to his back,” said Tufaro.

In a thrilling bout, freshman JT
Beirne recorded a fall over 106-lb.
Wesley Ortiz in 4:34.

“Losing, 5-4 in the second period,
I said to myself, ‘let’s go, it’s my time
to win and I got fired up. He had my
leg, I rolled through, caught him in a
headlock and turned him to over to
his back,” said Beime.

Raider freshman Tom Cunningham
followed by recording a fall over 113-
lb. Jose Rondan in 3:49. In a close
encounter, Willy Silva gave the Min-
utemen their first win via a 6-3 deci-
sion over Sean Murphy at 120-lbs.

Raider freshman Brian Lapham
grabbed a quick, 7-0 lead before
grounding 126-lb. Christopher Lopez
in 1:19.

“I try to go out and control the
tempo, and thought I did that pretty
well. After I brought him to his back,
I decided to put my legs in, followed
up with a cross-face, an arm bar to his
back and finished with a grapevine,”
Lapham said.

The Raiders got a pleasant perfor-

mance from Steve Carion at 132 when
he rocked Deandre Reyes with a
cradle in 1:49 to give the Raiders a
51-3 advantage.

“I noticed that they were using hip-
throws and headlocks, so I was expect-
ing that, and that is the first thing he did.
I let him do it, wiggled my hips out, just
locked in my cradle,” said Carion.

D’Ondre Floyd gave the Minute-
men their final win with a 13-5 deci-
sion over a scrappy Dom Natale at
138-lbs. Facing a tough customer,
145-lb. Mike Steinfeld had his work
cut out for him, earning a 3-0 deci-
sion over a very strong Mosa Diab.

“The first period, I needed to be
more aggressive on my feet and work
on moving my opponent around. I like
to be able to score a little more on top.
I had a few scoring opportunities but I
need to be able to convert and turn
them into actual points,” said Steinfeld.

152-lb. Sean Cannon got the quick-
est pin of the night, mesmerizing
Toney Smith n 1:02.

“I locked in both over-hooks and
from there it was lights out. I back-
arched and threw him over,” said
Cannon.

In the final bout, 160-lb. Raider
Dom Pigno showed a lot of heart and
came through with a 7-0 decision.

“I caught as much gas as I could,
because I was running out of breath.
Once I got it back, I started hitting my
ducks and my high crotches and kept
on pushing and gave it my all,” said
Pigno.

WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
170: – Vuono (S) d. Mendoza, 5-2
182: – Ridge (S) won forfeit
195: – McFarlane (S) won forfeit
220: – Jacobs (S) won forfeit
285: – Tufaro (S) p. Romero, 1:43
106: – Beirne (S) p. Ortiz, 4:34
113: – Cunningham (S) p. Rondan, 3:49
120: – Silva (E) d. Murphy, 6-3
126: – Lapham (S) p. Lopez, 1:19
132: – Carion (S) p. Reyes, 1:49
138: – Floyd (E) md. Natale, 13-5
145: – Steinfeld (S) d. Diab, 3-0
152: – Cannon (S) p. Smith. 1:02
160: – Pigno (S) d. Diab, 7-0

OWEN BRAND
ML# 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@myinvestorsbank.com

Member FDIC
NMLS ID #60061. Mortgage Loans provided by ISB Mortgage Co, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of

Investors Savings Bank and Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking Insurance.

Blue Devils Defeat
ALJ Matmen, 50-21

WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
Hwt: — Ed Olenick (J) p Kyle Kania, 3:13
106: — John Fuller (W) won forfeit
113: — Kyle Glassen (J) d Anthony
Aldana, 7-0
120: — Mike Kalimtzis (W) p Brian
Siessel, 1:31
126: — Brian Mooney (J) d Nick Valez, 5-0
132: — Matt Barber (W) d John Coler, 6-0
138: — Brian Farrell (W) p Jake Berket, 2:17
145: — Ellis Opoku (W) p Guillian
Pacella, :27
152: — Kyle Mogensen (J) won forfeit
160: — Mike DeLouisa (W) md Mark
Vinegra, 10-0
170: — Brian Bulger (W) won forfeit
182: — Kieran Cline (W) p Steve Paterno,
2:26
195: — Sal Montauri (J) d Nick Knepper,
5-0
220: — Ozan Oral (W) p Andy Lameria, :39

Raider Cagers Stop
Crusader Boys, 65-57
Senior Anthony Byers pumped in 20

points to lead the 2-2 Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys basketball
team past AL Johnson in Clark on
December 21. Ian Johnston banged in
18 points, including five 3-pointers,
while Tom Bonacum bucketed 11 points
and Dom Gonzales sank 10 points.

Blue Devil Boys Set
Record at Drew U.

Westfield High School Blue Dev-
ils David Carville (2:05.3 split), Jack
Leahy (2:03.1), Kevin Smith (2:03.1)
and Kevin Ingram (2:01.7) broke
the 4x800 relay time of 8:19.74 set
by Cranford in 2004 by crossing in
8:13.49 at the Dick DeSchriver Invi-
tational at Drew University in Madi-
son on December 20.

Rahway Cagers Burn
Blue Devil Boys, 46-44
The Rahway High School boys

basketball team improved to 2-0 with
a 46-44 victory over Westfield in
Rahway on December 20. Ozan
Yucetepe scored14 points, and
Keegan Hess bucketed 13 to lead the
1-1 Blue Devils, while Mike
Androconis had eight points and Nate
Mitchell added five. Hakeem
Kornegay sank 13 points and Javon
Allen put in 10 for the Indians.

Lady Raiders Sting
Blue Devils, 51-50

Sophomore Katie Harper rolled in
a lay-up and sank a free throw to give
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls basketball team a 51-50
victory over Westfield in Scotch Plains
on December 22. Harper finished with
21 points, which included 11 free
throws, and teammate Taylor Sebolao
pumped in 18 points, including nine
free throws. Lillian Scott led the Blue
Devils with 19 points.
Westfield   9 16 17   8 50
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   7 15 14 15 51

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ARM BAR AND HALF…Raider Mike Steinfeld works an arm bar and a half
nelson on Minuteman Mosa Diab in his 145-lb bout. Steinfeld won 3-0

Probitas Verus Honos
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Raider Boys Nip Westfield Blue Devils in Down-to-Wire Meet
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

and we made the decision off that,”
Raider Head Coach Jessica Hulnik
said.

“We knew we needed to win our
relays, because Westfield is always
so strong. We had our anchor [Dunn]
on the B relay instead of the A relay.
We had to do something drastic. We
knew we couldn’t afford a 1-4 [place-
ment], so we needed to get 1-3, at
least,” Raider co-captain Greg Baliko
said.

Dunn also anchored the winning
200-medley relay with teammates
Dan Pesin, Ryan Gajdzisz and Baliko,
finishing in 1:36.93, but Blue Devils
Max Shin, Alex Bond, Brennan Haley
and Stephen Husch touched second
at 1:39.39, and Blue Devils Luke
McGrory, Tyler Lessner, Matt Trinkle
and Tim York touched third in 1:43.94.

Gajdzisz, who won two individual
events and swam on two winning
relays, touched first in the 200-
freestyle at 1:44.07, followed by Blue
Devils Matt Daniel (1:46.95) and John
Lindros (1:50.73), and Raider Adam
Bransky at 1:55.7. Pesin touched first
in the 200-individual medley at
1:58.28, but the Blue Devils touched
2-3-4 with Lessner (2:02.28), Connor
Moore (2:07.02) and Aram
Barmakian (2:08.06).

Dunn touched first in the 50-free at
21.94, but again, the Blue Devils
touched 2-3-4 with Husch (23.15),
Bond (23.39) and Shin (23.4) to knot
the score, 31-31, at the break.

The score remained tied after the
100-butterfly when Baliko touched
first at 51.53, and Montiero touched
fourth at 55.6, while Blue Devils
Haley took second at 53.83 and
Lessner took third at 54.89. The Blue
Devils, however, grabbed a 48-46
lead after the 100-freestyle when
Daniel (49.54), McGrory (51.32) and
Lindros (51.44) touched 2-3-4, while
Dunn won with a time of 47.72.

The seesaw shifted slightly in the
500-free when Gajdzisz (4:46.34) and
Alex Skoog (5:04.55) touched 1-3,
while Haley (4:59.08) and Bond
(5:08.49) touched 2-4 to knot the score
at 55-55. The Blue Devils, however,
regained the lead, 63-61, in the 200-
free relay but just missed adding more
valuable points in the battle for third
place. Husch, Lindros, Lessner and
Daniel touched first in 1:30.94, and
Kevin Oster, York, Trinkle and Bond
touched fourth in 1:35.35. Raiders
Baliko, Jeff Peart, Ryan Henkels and
Skoog (1:31.99), and Bransky, Ryan
McKenna, Matt DeBiasse and Austin
Engelhardt (1:35.23) touched 2-3.

“It’s hard to lose a relay by less
than a second. It didn’t really come
down to the last relay. There were
things throughout the meet that we
didn’t do,” Haley said.

“We knew we had to have our out-
side lanes step up, because Westfield
as they showed in all the meets before
their depth is amazing. They killed us
in some events. It helped us that we

had a few of our swimmers step up on
the outside lane, especially the 200-
freestyle and the 100-butterfly,”
Baliko said.

“I swam the 50 and the 100. Our
goal was to get first and get a fourth or
fifth. In other events, try to get some
of our outside swimmers to step up
and get those fourths and thirds,”
Dunn said. “They are a really deep
team. They have a lot of guys, who
are quick, but we caught some people
off-guard and took some fourths and
thirds.”

Although Shin touched first at 54.2
in the 100-backstroke, needed pointsRaider Icers Win 4 Straight

To Break the .500 Barrier
Led by senior Captains Andrew

Skoog, Alex Markovits, Jonathan
Tomasulo and Kevin Lewis, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
ice hockey team posted four straight
wins to break the .500 barrier, im-
proving to 4-3.

The Raiders started the season los-
ing to state-ranked Summit, 6-0, in
the first round of the Cron Tourna-
ment. Goalie Jason Breit kept it close
until the third period, being down 3-
0, but the Raiders could not keep up
with the powerful Summit skaters.
The Raiders were also skating with-
out senior defensemen Kevin Lewis
and Jim Healy due to injuries.

The Raiders then lost a 3-2 heart-
breaker to the Johnson Crusaders
three nights later in the second round
of the Cron. Looking for their first
win the next night, the Raiders faced
Millburn and suffered a letdown, fall-
ing 6-2 in the first of a three-game,
non-league series with the Millers.

After a week of rest and strong

efforts from their senior leadership,
the Raiders came back to beat
Millburn, 8-6. The Raiders then got
in the groove and shut out Jonathan
Dayton, 10-0, then beat Millburn in
the rubber match, 8-3, and followed
with a 7-0 blanking of Governor
Livingston.

The Raiders have their work cut out
for them as the tough part of the Union
County Ice Hockey League schedule
is coming up with games against Sum-
mit, Westfield, Cranford and Johnson.
The Raiders will be put to the test, but
are playing well enough to compete
with Johnson and maybe pull off an
upset or two to the ever tough
Hilltoppers, Blue Devils and Cougars.

The Raiders will face off with Ber-
nards tomorrow, Friday, December
30, at 8 p.m. at the Rock in Dunellen.
Next, they will face Cranford on
Monday, January 2, at Warinanco Ice
Rink at 6 p.m. Check the Raider
website, www.spficehockey.com for
the rest of the Raider schedule.

SPF RAIDER ICEMEN CAPTAINS…Raider Ice Hockey Captains John
Tomasulo, Alex Markovits, Andrew Skoog and Kevin Lewis pose after shutting
out Governor Livingston, 7-0, on December 21 at USA Arena to improve their
record to 4-3.

were ceded when Pesin (54.4) and
Montiero (56.41) touched 2-3, and
McGrory touched fourth at 57.35.
Baliko won the final individual event,
the 100-breaststroke in 58.74, but
Husch (1:03.31), Barmakian
(1:04.37) and Dan Myers (1:05.86)
touched 2-3-4 to put Westfield up,
80-76, entering the 400-free relay.

The teams will meet again at the
Union County Tournament scheduled
for Saturday, January 28.

“We are going to be fired up for
counties. We want to take it back with
a little fire in our belly,” Haley said.
“We are coming!”
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In Office Conscious
and IV Sedation

General Anesthesia Provided
by Summit Anesthesia

Associates

Visit our web site
Kidsandsmiles.com

TIMOTHY P. McCABE, D.M.D.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Dentistry for Infants, Children,
Adolescents and Special Needs

Westfield Pediatric Dental Group
555 Westfield Avenue • Westfield, NJ 07090

908-232-1231

Specialty Permit # 3983

GOOD IDEAS…Westfield Board of Education members, pictured, left to right,
Rosanne Kurstedt, Mitch Slater and Ginny Leiz, look at the latest in SmartTable
technology at the New Jersey School Boards Association conference.

WESTFIELD– Three Westfield
Board of Education members at-
tended this year’s New Jersey School
Boards Association (NJSBA) work-
shop in Atlantic City and returned
with more ideas and insights into
education statewide.

“I’ve attended NJSBA’s workshop
for most of my 11 years as a board
member,” stated Ginny Leiz. This year
Mrs. Leiz attended seminars on labor
relations, board governance, a 1:1
laptop initiative, integrating technol-
ogy and social media into classroom
learning, and hands-on STEM activi-
ties used for developing 21st Century
Skills in elementary science classes.

Mitch Slater, who attended both
last year and this year, commented,
“Attending the Conference was a true
eye opener for me. Though we are
clearly a great district and a leader in
many areas, we need to raise the bar
further when it comes to marrying
the marvels of today’s technology to
our curriculum and the classroom.”

He also attended the session on so-
cial media for district communications
and board governance, as well as the
presentations on use of IPADS in the
classroom, managing the new Harass-
ment, Intimidation and Bullying (HIB)
law, and improving district Websites.

One of Westfield’s newest board
members, Rosanne Kurstedt, joined
her colleagues at technology and HIB
workshops as well as attending pre-
sentations on blogs, tweets, and bytes
to work with the new news media,
using technology to engage the Com-
munity, and Pre-K through 3rd grade
professional development for district

administrators. “It was a great chance
to learn about what other districts are
doing and how other Boards support
innovation and student achievement,”
stated Ms. Kurstedt.

All of the Board members expressed
their excitement to bring the informa-
tion and ideas they learned back to
Westfield to share with the adminis-
tration and fellow Board members to
meet and exceed yearly goals and to
ultimately help students at all levels
reach their highest potential.

Senior Citizens Enjoy WHS
Student Holiday Concert

HOLIDAY CONCERT…The final rehearsal and in-school performance for
Westfield High School’s Winter Concert was attended by several senior citizens
in the local area. Welcoming a few of the seniors is Linda King, Supervisor of Fine
Arts for the Westfield Public Schools.

WESTFIELD – The final rehearsal
and in-school performance for
Westfield High School’s Winter Con-
cert was attended by several senior
citizens in the local area. The senior
citizens were transported to the con-
cert from the Westfield Community
Center.

“It’s a pleasure to have them at-
tend,” stated vocal teacher, Sharon
Reynolds. “They like to come in the
morning rather than to the evening
performance, and we are thrilled to
have the generations together in our
auditorium.”

The seniors had high praise for
the talents of the students and teach-
ers as one attendee commented, “I’ve
never been to anything like this. They
are absolutely wonderful.”

The concert featured152 vocal stu-
dents and 26 in the Chamber Or-
chestra, as well as instrumental
teachers Raymond Wojcik conduct-
ing and playing French horn, Chris-
topher Vitale playing trumpet, and
Barry Furrer on tuba. John
Brzozowski was lead conductor.

Among the many musical selec-
tions were “Hallelujah” by
Beethoven and John Rutter’s
“Gloria.” The vocal concert was
taped and is being aired on WHS-
TV36, along with the Instrumental
Chamber Orchestra and String Sym-
phony Concert held earlier in De-
cember. Check
www.westfieldnjk12.org “Blue Devil
TV Schedule” for dates and times for
both beginning December 24.

duCret School of
Art Accepting

Applicants for 2012
PLAINFIELD – Beginning

on Monday, December 26
through Friday, January 13, the
duCret School of Art, founded
in 1926, whose faculty and board
members consist of notable and
world recognized art profession-
als is currently accepting appli-
cations for part time and full
time students for Spring and Fall
2012 Semesters. Graduating
high school students, as well as
adults in the general commu-
nity can take one or multiple
classes, or take a full three-year
accredited art career course.

To apply to the school, call
(908) 757-7171 or visit the
school between 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.,
Monday – Friday. Admission
information can be found at
www.ducret.edu.

EIS Students Sink Baskets to Raise
Donations for Hoops for Heart

HEARTFELT CONTRIBUTION…Students in the Physical Education classes at
Edison Intermediate School in Westfield raised $5,000 this month for the
American Heart Association, bringing their 3-year total to $25,000. Pictured, left
to right, are: Nico Romano, Benjamin Cappiello and Emily Bloomfield.

WESTFIELD – Students in the
Physical Education classes at Edison
Intermediate School in Westfield
raised $5,000 this month for the
American Heart Association, bring-
ing their three-year total to $25,000.

After wrapping up the fundraising
part of the Hoops for Heart cam-
paign, the students in sixth, seventh
and eighth grade performed a fitness
circuit mixed with some basketball
stations. The students have been in-
structed on the importance of keep-
ing a healthy heart through exercise
and nutrition.

According to Physical Education
teacher, Christine Cabrales, “We be-
gan Hoops for Heart right after

Thanksgiving to acknowledge how
thankful we are for our health.”

The top fundraiser for Hoops for
Heart was Nico Romano whose do-
nations topped $500. When asked
about his zealous fundraising, Nico
explained, “My aunt died a short time
ago of a brain tumor, and I think
everyone should deserve to live a
good life and I wanted to help out.”

Other top contributions came from
Benjamin Cappiello ($335) and
Emily Bloomfield ($425). The three
sixth graders will be recognized dur-
ing the halftime of a student/faculty
basketball game that will complete
the Hoops for Heart event for this
school year.

WHS Students Host ‘Wonderland’
To Help Provide Vaccines to Needy

ELIMINATE…The Key Club at Westfield High School (WHS) held a “Winter
Wonderland” event on December 10 to raise money to for Eliminate, which
provides vaccines to prevent maternal and neonatal tetanus to women and
children who would otherwise be unable to afford them. Pictured at left is WHS
tenth grader Elizabeth Gonzalez with some of the local children who attended the
event and took part in the activities.

WESTFIELD – The Key Club at
Westfield High School (WHS) held a
“Winter Wonderland” event on De-
cember 10, in the WHS cafeteria that
combined good cheer with good
deeds. The small entrance fee en-
abled approximately 100 children in
the area to have their photo taken
with Frosty the Snowman, enjoy
breakfast, games, arts and crafts, and
raffles.

“Most importantly,” noted Rebecca
McGrath, WHS teacher and advisor
for the club, “the Key Club’s efforts
resulted in raising $600.”

The entire proceeds were donated

to Eliminate, an organization in part-
nership with Kiwanis and UNICEF
that provides vaccines to prevent
maternal and neonatal tetanus to
women and children who would oth-
erwise be unable to afford them.

The Westfield High School Key
Club is a service-based club of stu-
dents who regularly run fundraisers
for various charities and perform com-
munity service. “We appreciate the
help of local businesses and commu-
nity members who participated in the
event and ensured another successful
Winter Wonderland,” added
McGrath.

Education News

Just Peanuts...
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WF BOE Members Attend
Statewide Conference
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Westfield Health Dept. to Hold
Rabies Clinic in New Providence

Green Brook Project
To Receive Funding

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep. Frank
Pallone (D-6h) has announced that the
House of Representatives has approved
$5.8 million as part of the Fiscal Year
2012 spending bill for the Green Brook
flood control project. The Senate is
also expected to approve this funding
allocation, and it will then go to the
President’s desk.

The project area includes Watchung
Borough, North Plainfield, Ambrose
Brook, South Plainfield and many other
towns. The emphasis of the project in
Middlesex Borough is on raising the
Sebrings Mills Bridge, building flood-
walls, a levee and pump station.

The $5.8 million allocation would
allow the project to continue and would
fund the design stages of the next lines
of protection for area residents.

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Regional Health Department will con-
duct a free rabies clinic from 8 a.m. to
9 a.m. on Saturday, January 7. The
clinic will be held at the New Provi-
dence Municipal Building, located at
360 Elkwood Avenue. No appoint-
ments are required. Animals will be
assisted on a first come, first serve
basis.

The public should follow some
simple preventive measures to limit
the possibility of exposure to rabies.
Please note the following: Make sure
that all dogs and cats are vaccinated
against rabies, and do not leave fam-
ily pets outdoors overnight or feed
animals outdoors. The public is also
urged to avoid contact with all wild
animals.

It is also advised that parents dis-
cuss with children not to bring home
pets or attempt to “help” a sick wild
animal.

If bitten by any animal, the depart-
ment urges  that a physician be con-
tacted  immediately and that the inci-
dent be reported to the health depart-
ment at (908) 789-4070 .

When attending the rabies clinic,
residents should use the Academy
Street entrance to the New Providence
Municipal Building. The health de-

partment serves residents of Fanwood,
Garwood, Mountainside, New Provi-
dence, Roselle Park, Springfield, Sum-
mit and Westfield.

RVSA Reduces Budget;
Rates to Rise 3 Percent
By WAYNE BAKER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority’s (RVSA) Board
of Commissioners, in an attempt to
hold the line on costs, has reduced its
operating budget by about $800,000
or 6 percent to $12,128,000. The total
budget, when debt service is included,
is $25,688,000. Because of surpluses
returned in prior years and the lack of
a surplus to return this year, the RVSA’s
total assessment on towns will rise by
about 2.9 percent, officials said.

Because the budget has not yet
been approved, minor changes are
likely and, as a result, exact num-
bers were not provided at the De-
cember 15 meeting. Last year’s to-
tal budget was $26,480,000 with
$23,189,000 being raised in mu-
nicipal assessments.

RVSA Executive Director James
Meehan said he anticipated about
half the 11 member municipalities
would see an assessment increase
while the others would see a de-
crease. The budget is expected to
be finalized and available shortly
after the first of the year. Clark is
expected to see a significant reduc-
tion in their assessment because of
the closing of the US Gypsum plant.
According to last year’s budget docu-
ment on the RVSA website, Clark
was assessed $3.1 million. Other
assessments were: Westfield, $3.3
million; Scotch Plains, $1.5 million;
Mountainside, $961,531, and
Garwood, $502,000. Overall, assess-
ments rose last year by $875,000.

A discussion at the end of the fi-
nance committee meeting preceding
the regular meeting provided some
insight into whether the assessment
methodology would change.

Robert Materna, the secretary and
treasurer of the RVSA, commented,
“I’ve been here 16 years. Because
of the need for unanimous consent,
it (assessment methodology) will
not change.” Commenting on the
US Gypsum closing, Cranford’s
commissioner, James Murphy, said
that Clark’s flow diminishes from
20 percent of the total sewage to 13
percent, with the 7 percent differ-
ence now being produced by the
other member towns.

Mr. Meehan commented that
while the methodology of assess-
ment would remain the same, im-
proved technology and updated
meters means measurements are
more accurate and costs are there-
fore shared more accurately. Re-
sponding to a question about
whether lower flows result in lower
costs, plant superintendent Bob Va-
lent said that $25,000 has come out
of this year’s chemical budget, but
the amount is a miniscule part of
the total spending plan.

The board of commissioners took
an action that, at first, appeared to
be not in the best interest of the
authority. The board chose to select
the services of Hazen and Sawyer
of New York City as the authority’s
consulting engineer. Hazen and
Sawyer’s bid of $42,740 was sig-
nificantly more than the bid of
$26,355 from Remington, Vernick
& Arango Engineers of
Haddonfield, RVSA’s current con-
sulting engineer. When questioned
about the change, Mr. Meehan stated
that Hazen and Sawyer has exper-
tise in some areas that other candi-
date firms did not and that these
areas were especially important to
some endeavors anticipated during
2012.

A second bid was also awarded to
a company who was not the lowest
bidder, but in this case, on a bid for
supply and programming for elec-
tric motor actuators. The low bid was
deemed non-compliant because the
bidder  had suggested alternative com-
ponents. Mr. Meehan said because of
the need to maintain two supplies of
parts and training on two brands of
equipment, the total cost would have
likely been higher.

Finally, Mr. Meehan noted an error
in The Westfield Leader and The Times
coverage of the November meeting.
The newspaper reported $60,000
worth of digester gas was being flared
off monthly. Mr. Meehan pointed out
that the RVSA is managing to utilize
about half of the gas they produce,
so the flare-off represents about
$30,000 monthly. He said this
should drop to virtually nothing
once the new pipeline is finished in
February.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STILL BURNING....While firefighters were still working on a five-day old fire
Christmas morning at the Burry Biscuit building in Elizabeth, firefighters from
several Union County fire departments were summoned to help with a blaze in
an apartment building in the 400 block of East Jersey Street and a first floor
restaurant fire in a multi-story structure at Grier and Summer Streets. The Burry
Biscuit fire on Newark Avenue, burning since December 21, required assistance
from Newark, Union, Roselle, Roselle Park, Linden, New Providence, Kenilworth,
Hillside and Westfield fire departments. At its peak, three dozen departments in
five counties were on the fire scene.

SP-F BOE Appoints Reps.
To Courage to Reconnect

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — In response
to the request of the Courage to Re-
connect group, members of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
last Thursday appointed two repre-
sentatives to attend regular Courage
to Reconnect meetings on behalf of
the board.

BOE members Amy Winkler, rep-
resenting Fanwood, and former
Board of Education member Donald
Parisi of Scotch Plains, will repre-
sent the BOE. Courage to Recon-
nect was created out of Courage to
Connect New Jersey, a non-profit
that is working to reduce New
Jersey’s 566 municipalities by merg-
ing towns.

Fred Lange of Scotch Plains heads
Courage to Reconnect and spoke
during the public portion of the De-
cember 22 BOE meeting. Mr. Lange
said the purpose of the group is to
merge the municipalities of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood. He also noted
that the group has been working on
collecting signatures from residents
of both communities in support the
merger. He also noted that the group
has been following the general guide-
lines for merging the two towns as
suggested by the state.

Mr. Parisi thanked the board for
the appointment. Board President Trip
Whitehouse noted that Ms. Winkler,
who was not present at the BOE meet-
ing, knew about the appointment and
had told him she was happy to repre-
sent the board.

In other business, Superintendent
of Schools Margaret Hayes gave a
report regarding the Bi-annual Ha-
rassment, Intimidation and Bullying
Report for September through De-
cember. Ms. Hayes noted that the
district had put in place a district
(H.I.B.) Coordinator Cailin Taggart.
The superintendent also stated that
each school is assigned an anti-bully-
ing representative. It was noted that
in the elementary schools the social
workers fill the role while the guid-
ance counselors oversee the middle
schools. She also reminded the board
that Ms. Taggart fills the role at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

It was also noted that there were
school safety teams being formed
throughout the district, which consist
of principals, parents, community
members and teachers. She also stated
that there had been Parent Anti-Bul-

lying Information Sessions through-
out the district in November. Ms.
Hayes concluded by saying, “We are
in compliance of all regulations.”

In other business, as an instruc-
tional update the Scotch Plains
Fanwood High School (SPFHS)
Chamber Choir performed for mem-
bers of the board and was led by their
director Jan Allen.

It was noted that the 16-membered
group had been singing throughout
the day at assemblies within the dis-
trict and that many members had won
or placed in state competitions since
the fall.

The presentation concluded with
“Light the Legend a Song for
Chanukah” and “We Wish You a
Merry Christmas.”

At the conclusion of the presenta-
tion board member Jeanne Cleary
stated “thank you.” “During a tough
day of running around, it is easy to
lose sight of the meaning of the sea-
son and you brought it back to me.”

Board member Warren McFall
added, “It was an excellent perfor-
mance. From the bottom of my heart,
it was great.”

The next BOE meeting is sched-
uled for Thursday, January 19 at 7:30
p.m. in the administrative offices at
Evergreen School on Evergreen Av-
enue and Cedar Street in Scotch
Plains.

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

Monday-Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday Eve ‘til 9 • Sun 1-5
Stirling Road • Watchung, NJ  07069 • 908-756-7623

STICKLEY * SHIFMAN * HENKEL HARRIS * KINDEL * HARDEN * E. J. VICTOR * COUNCILL * FRENCH HERITAGE

HANCOCK & MOORE * D. R. DIMES * KARGES * THEORDORE & ALEXANDER * ORIENTAL RUGS & MORE!

Valley Furniture Shop
NEW YEARS CELEBRATION!
STOREWIDE SALE 25-70% Off

Stickley Recliner
Cordova Leathers
from
$2299

Stickley Mission Dining Room NEW Fingerlakes Dining Room

Hancock & Moore 
Leather Recliner
from
$1099 Stickley Sante Fe Sofa 100” L

Sel Leather Combo Orders

from $3199

Stickley Harvey Ellis Bedroom

VISIT OUR NEWLY RENOVATED SHOWROOM!
EXCITING NEW FURNITURE LINES ARE ARRIVING EVERY DAY!

GREAT SAVINGS ON SPECIAL ORDERS NOW!NO OTHER BUILDER

HAS MORE

Award

PROJECTS

IN WESTFIELD, NJ

THAN SIMPSONS BUILDERS

“There’s a reason why”

Todd Simpson AnnisTodd Simpson AnnisTodd Simpson AnnisTodd Simpson AnnisTodd Simpson Annis

908-232-6380 • www.simpsonsbuilders.com

Winning

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

UNDER THE FIRM NAME OF

HOBBIE & HOBBIE

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

  IT IS WITH GREAT PLEASURE THAT

EDWARD J. HOBBIE

ANNOUNCES THE FORMATION OF A PARTNERSHIP

WITH HIS SON AND ASSOCIATE

MARK E. HOBBIE

JANUARY 1, 2012                                                               908.276.4777

CLASSIFIEDS

www.goleader.com

Bagger Announces Resignation
  As Christie’s Chief of Staff

TRENTON -- Westfield resident
Richard Bagger announced his res-
ignation last Thursday, effective
January 31, as Governor Chris
Christie’s first chief of staff. Mr.
Bagger will be senior vice-presi-
dent at Summit-based Celgene
Corp.

“Rich has been an extraordinary
leader in this office, and I and the
lieutenant governor both consider
ourselves extraordinarily lucky to
have been able to have lured him
out of the private sector,” Governor
Christie said, according to a
njbiz.com report.

Mr. Bagger, a former Westfield
mayor and state legislator, said he
only intended the switch back to
the public sector to be “an extended

sabbatical from the private sector.”
His two-year tenure is among the
longest-serving chiefs of staff to a
New Jersey governor. Mr. Bagger
previously was a senior vice-presi-
dent of government relations with
Pfizer Inc.

Kevin O’Dowd will replace him
as chief of staff. Current chief coun-
sel Jeff Chiesa is set to become
attorney general if approved by the
Senate Judiciary Committee and the
full Senate. Charles McKenna, di-
rector of the state’s Department of
Homeland Security and Prepared-
ness, will become chief counsel.

In addition, the Governor’s
deputy chief of staff, Wayne
Hasenbalg, has been named head of
the Sports and Exposition Authority.

RESTORING BARNEGAT...Warren Victor of Westfield, chairman of the  New
Jersey Environmental Infrastructure Trust, left, and Governor Chris Christie
discuss the Barnegat Bay solution. Please See related letter on page 5.

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

Rewarding Business Opportunity

Now Is The Time To Take Action!
Financially rewarding business
opportunity with a generous
compensation plan. Supplement
your income through partnering
with one of the leading personal
care and nutritional companies
recognized across the globe. Work
from home at your own pace.
Training provided. Contact
Information: (908) 665-2527
f lecomte.nsedreams.com

1999 CHRYSLER CIRRUS

Good 1st car, Maintenance up to
date, new tires, reliable. $2,000 OBO

Rob (908) 232-4407
auto@goleader.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 300-6079

DAYSI’S CLEANING SERVICES

HOUSE CLEANING
Do you need someone to clean
your house, apartment or
Condo?  We are your team!
We’re a reliable couple with
excellent references. Free
Estimates. (862) 307-3481

FOUND CAT

Young female tabby, around 4
years old, declawed and spayed.
Dark gray, black and white. Found
in Scotch Plains on Jersey Ave.

Call Jarrod (973) 535-9709

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings.

Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
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   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    

 

Gray Funeral Home      Gray Memorial Funeral Home  

318 East Broad St.       12 Springfield Ave. 

Westfield, NJ  07090      Cranford, NJ  07016 

William A. Doyle Mgr.      Dale R. Schoustra Mgr. 

NJ Lic. Number 2325      NJ Lic. Number  3707 

(908)-233-0143       (908)-276-0092 

Gray Funeral Homes 
Since 1897 

 

 

John-Michael “J.M.” Jones

N.J. Lic. #4869

Director

www.grayfuneralhomes.com

– Obituaries – Raymond Yannuzzi, 81, Letter Carrier;
Was Decorated Korean War Veteran

Raymond John Yannuzzi, 81, of
South Plainfield, formerly of
Westfield, died on Friday, Decem-
ber 23.

Born in Westfield, Raymond was a
graduate of Westfield High School.
He served in the U.S. Army during the
Korean War, where he received the
Bronze Service Star and a Purple Heart.

He retired from the U.S. Postal
Service, where he had been a letter
carrier with the U.S. Post Office in
Westfield. Mr. Yannuzzi was an ac-
tive member of American Legion Post
No. 3 in Westfield.

Surviving are two children, Paul

D. and his wife, Danielle, and Debbie
Moses and her husband, Kenneth.
Mr. Yannuzzi also is survived by
four grandchildren, David, Kim-
berly, Brianna and Marissa, and his
sister, Frances.

A Mass of the Resurrection was
celebrated yesterday, Wednesday, De-
cember 28, at the Church of the Holy
Trinity in Westfield. Interment fol-
lowed at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street
in Westfield.

December 29, 2011

Mary Hilzinger, 90, Longtime Resident;
Active at St. Helen’s and Holy Trinity

Mary A. Hilzinger, 90, of Westfield
passed away peacefully on Saturday,
December 24, 2011, surrounded by
her loving family.

Mrs. Hilzinger was born in Jersey
City and graduated from St. Michael’s
High School in Jersey City before
moving to Westfield many years ago.
She was a homemaker. Mary was
active in the St. Helen’s community
and previously was involved with the
Holy Trinity Renew Group, Rosary
Society and the Holy Trinity Sand-
wich Group.

Her husband, Leroy Hilzinger, and
her siblings, Rita, James and Will-
iam, predeceased her.

Surviving are her son, Roy, and her

daughter, Mary T. Hubbard. Mary also
will be deeply missed by her four
grandchildren and her brother, John.

Relatives and friends are kindly
invited to visit the Dooley Colonial
Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in
Westfield, today, Thursday, Decem-
ber 29, from 5 to 8 p.m. A Mass of
Christian Burial will be offered to-
morrow, Friday, December 30, at 10
a.m. at St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield, with interment
following at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

Donations in her memory may be
made to the Community FoodBank
of New Jersey.

December 29, 2011

Margaret B. Kelley, Was Patent Agent;
Practiced Intellectual Property Law

Margaret B. Kelley passed away on
Saturday, December 24, after a long
illness associated with heart surgery.

Margaret was born on March 18,
1931 in Los Angeles, Calif. Her par-
ents were James Lawrence Bradish of
Los Angeles and Anna Mahan of
Dixon, Ill. She attended Holy Family
High School in Glendale, Calif., earn-
ing a full scholarship to Mount St.
Mary’s College, from which she gradu-
ated summa cum laude with a degree
in chemistry in 1952. She then at-
tended Fordham University for a
master’s degree in chemistry in 1954.
Her thesis was in Starch Chemistry.

She returned to Los Angeles and
worked at UCLA medical school until
she was married in 1955 in Glendale
to Joseph M. Kelley. They moved to
Cranford, N.J. and then to Westfield,
N.J., where they resided since. After
her children, whom she dearly loved,
graduated from school, Margaret re-
turned to work. She had studied patent
law at home and passed the U.S.

Patent Bar Exam and was registered
as a patent agent with the U.S. Patent
Office.

In 1977 she joined National Starch
and Chemical as a patent agent, pros-
ecuting chemical patent applications.
Desiring to expand her career, she
attended night school while employed
at National Starch. She finished Seton
Hall Law School, graduating summa
cum laude with a class rank of 1/365.
After graduation in 1988 she prac-
ticed Intellectual Property Law in New
York with leading firms such as Mor-
gan & Finnegan; Shea & Gould and
Rodgers & Wells until recently. Her
clients were among some of the lead-
ing chemical companies.

She is survived by her husband,
Joseph Matthew Kelley, Jr.; her daugh-
ter, Susan (George) Stevenson of
Allegany, N.Y., and sons James (Janis)
Kelley of Western Massachusetts and
Steven Kelley of Stanhope, N.J.

Margaret enjoyed golf as a mem-
ber of Echo Lake Country Club and
traveled extensively overseas when-
ever possible.

A private Funeral Mass took place
on Tuesday, December 27, at the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary Roman Catho-
lic Church in Scotch Plains. A memo-
rial service is planned for the future.

In lieu of flowers, the family would
appreciate any donations to the Mar-
garet Bradish Endowed Chemistry
Scholarship, Mount St. Mary’s Col-
lege, Attention: Cindy Hizami, I.A.
Department, 10 Chester Place, Los
Angeles, CA 90007-2518.
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SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-11006167

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-32067-10

Plaintiff: C. SCOTT SCHOENIG
VS.
Defendant: LILLIAN DUDA, INDIVIDUALLY

AND AS ADMINISTRATOR OF THE ESTATE
OF KENNETH DUDA, 25 SOUTH AVENUE,
LLC., SHIPYARD ASSETS CORP., A NEW JER-
SEY CORPORATION

Sale Date: 01/18/2012
Writ of Execution: 11/17/2011
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Eight Hindred
Fourteen Thousand Sixty-Nine*** $814,069.00.

The property to be sold is located in the Bor-
ough of Fanwood in the County of Union and the
State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 27 South Av-
enue

Tax Lot #: 4 in Block # 55.
Dimensions of Lot (Approximately): 195 x 100.
Nearest Cross Street: Terrill Road
The property to be sold is located in the Bor-

ough of Roselle Park in the County of Union and
the State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 600-610 West
Westfield Avenue.

Tax Lot #: 2.01 in Block # 212.
Dimensions of Lot (Approximately): 172 x 324.
Nearest Cross Street: Valley Road
Total Upset:  ***Eight Hundred Twenty-Seven

Thousand Six Hundred Twenty-Three and 31/
100*** $827,623.31 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
JOHN MERCADANTE
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW
788 SHREWSBURY AVENUE
BUILDING 1, SUITE 105
TINTON FALLS, NEW JERSEY 07224
4 T - 12/22/11, 12/29/11,
01/05/12 & 01/12/12 Fee: $179.52

Irving Rudy, 92, Was Auster’s Owner;
Enjoyed People, Music and Westfield

Irving Rudy, known well by long-
time residents of Westfield as “Rudy,”
died on Friday, December 9, at his
daughter’s home in Tucson, Ariz. He
was 92. Rudy, along with
his wife, Bess; his sister,
Molly Auster, and her
husband, Moe, ran
Auster’s Appliances, a
GE Franchise, at 143
East Broad Street in
Westfield for over 50
years.

Rudy was born in
Newark, N.J. He was the
son of Nathan and Celia
Ruddosky of
Brestlitovosk, Russia.
He was a member of the
“Greatest Generation,”
serving as a staff ser-
geant in the Army Air Corps during
World War II. As a flight engineer, he
flew submarine missions across the
Atlantic.

After the war, Rudy returned to
New Jersey with Bess Dagley, his
Texas bride. Together with Molly and
Moe, they started Auster’s Appliances
in Westfield. In 1981, the Chamber of
Commerce named Rudy and Bess as
Merchants of the Year, for practicing
the highest standards of retailing.
They knew every one of their cus-
tomers by name, extended credit to
all, and provided the superior, small
business customer service that is un-
known to 2011 consumers.

Rudy was truly a unique individual.
He was genuinely interested in people
and their stories. As a self-educated

man, he was a voracious reader of
everything. He was opinionated. He
was fun and extremely funny. Big
band and ’40s music was a passion,

and he collected every
record Frank Sinatra ever
recorded. Rudy could fix
anything, and if he
couldn’t fix it, he would
“Rudyrig” it into opera-
tion. He loved Westfield
and knew every historic
house and every 400-
year-old tree. He loved
travel and Route 66.
Most of all, he loved his
dear family and close
friends.

Rudy was prede-
ceased by his wife, Bess,
and son, Mike. He is sur-

vived by his daughter, Patt (Greg)
Hale; niece, Jane Auster; grandchil-
dren, Lisa (Ray) Delemo, Dan Rudy,
Chris (Karen) Hale, Molly Hale and
Kelly Hale, and three great-grand-
children, Renee, Katie and Jenna,
who kept him young at heart. He also
leaves many special friends behind,
including Carm, Jeff, Jimmy, Olga
and the “Over the Hill Gang” from
McDonald’s.

A celebration of Rudy’s life will be
held at a later date. Donations in
Rudy’s name can be made to the
Westfield Historical Society, 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, N.J. 07090 or to the
Westfield Rescue Squad, 335
Watterson Street, Westfield, N.J.
07090.
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Irving Rudy

Winifred S. Livengood, 91, Was Devoted
To Family, Church, Home Health Care
Winifred S. Livengood, 91, died

suddenly on Thursday, December 22,
at Morristown Memorial Hospital of
a heart attack.

Her long life was marked by pas-
sion for home health nursing, exper-
tise in volunteer leadership and devo-
tion to family and church. Her opti-
mism and enthusiasm inspired all
kinds of people to support her causes.

Born Winifred Wrightson Smith in
Elizabeth in 1920, Mrs. Livengood
graduated from the Vail-Deane
School and Wellesley College. Dur-
ing World War II, she served in the
Office of Naval Intelligence in New
York City before marrying Hugh
Livengood, also of Elizabeth.

Mrs. Livengood volunteered with
both the Junior League and the Vis-
iting Nurse Association. She ulti-
mately served as board president for
both organizations, and she served
on the board of the Union County
Psychiatric Clinic. She became the
first executive director of the Home
Health Agency Assembly of New
Jersey in 1973. In the 11 years she
held that position, she served on the
boards of nine related organizations.
As a Senior Fellow at the University
of Pennsylvania’s School of Nurs-
ing, she taught Community Health
Nursing to master’s degree candi-
dates.

In 1984, Senator Bill Bradley
named her one of eight “Unsung New
Jersey Women” for her work in pro-
tection of the elderly. In 1989, Gov-
ernor Thomas Kean appointed her to
the state’s Commission on Environ-
mental Education, and in 1993 the
Center for Home Health Develop-
ment honored her for her Outstand-
ing Contribution to Home Health in
New Jersey.

In addition to raising three chil-
dren, Mrs. Livengood also was an
active member of the Episcopal
Church, first at St. John’s in Eliza-
beth and later at St. Paul’s in Westfield,

where her husband served as a priest.
She took on a leadership role at the
diocesan level, serving on the boards
of the Episcopal Church Women, the
Diocesan Foundation and the Com-
mission on Ministry. In Westfield,
she served on the board of the
Westfield Community Foundation
and directed local fund-raising cam-
paigns to support the Wellesley Alum-
nae Association. At Christ Union
Chapel on Culver Lake in Sussex
County, she was a member of the
governing board.

In 1996, the Livengoods moved to
Fellowship Village in Basking Ridge,
where Mrs. Livengood established
the medical service and the hospital-
ity committees. She developed a pro-
tocol that allowed several denomina-
tions to provide religious services to
residents, and she was the first resi-
dent elected to the board of directors
of Fellowship Village. She served as
vice-president of ORANJ (Organi-
zation of Resident Associations of
New Jersey), and in this role, she
secured the adoption of legislation
requiring that continuing care retire-
ment communities include residents
on their boards of directors.

Her family will miss their imagina-
tive and loving matriarch. She is sur-
vived by sons Horace R. Livengood,
II (Geraldine) and John C. Livengood
(Caren Yglesias); daughter Rebecca
A. Livengood (Walter F. Rogers, III),
and seven grandchildren, Charlotte
(Richard Serton) and Walter (Eliza-
beth) Rogers, Rebecca and James
Livengood and Ian, Hugh and Ma-
genta Livengood, and one great-
grandchild. The Reverend Hugh
Livengood died in 2002.

A Service of Remembrance will
begin at 11 a.m. on Saturday, Decem-
ber 31, 2011, at St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church in Westfield. Arrangements
are by Gray Funeral Directors of
Westfield.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Municipal Council of the Township
of Scotch Plains has scheduled their Reor-
ganization Meeting for Tuesday, January
3, 2012.  The Reorganization Meeting will
begin at 8:00 P.M. This meeting will be
held at the Township Municipal Building,
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey 07076.

The Township of Scotch Plains does not
discriminate against persons with disabili-
ties.  Those individuals requiring auxiliary
aids and services where necessary, must
notify the ADA Coordinator of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains at least seventy-two
(72) hours in advance of the meeting.

BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 12/29/11, The Times Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinance was finally
adopted by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey, on the 20th of Decem-
ber 2011.

ORDINANCE NO. 2011-17

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLE-
MENTING AND AMENDING
THE REVISED GENERAL OR-
DINANCES OF THE TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS,
CHAPTER VII, ENTITLED
“TRAFFIC” TO AMEND THE
PARKING RESTRICTIONS
FOR CEDAR BROOK ROAD.

ORDINANCE NO. 2011-18

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLE-
MENTING AND AMENDING
THE REVISED GENERAL OR-
DINANCES OF THE TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS,
CHAPTER IX, ENTITLED,
“TAXICABS AND VEHICLES
FOR HIRE” BY: 1) AMEND-
ING THE TITLE OF THE CHAP-
TER TO READ, “ TAXICABS
AND LIMOUSINE SERVICES”
AND 2) ADDING SECTION 9-
15 ENTITLED, “LIMOUSINE
SERVICES”.

ORDINANCE NO. 2011-19

 AN ORDINANCE SUPPLE-
MENTING AND AMENDING
THE REVISED GENERAL OR-
DINANCES OF THE TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS,
TO INCLUDE A NEW CHAP-
TER ENTITLED “PRECIOUS
METALS AND GEMS.”

ORDINANCE NO. 2011-20

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLE-
MENTING AND AMENDING
THE REVISED GENERAL OR-
DINANCES OF THE TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS,
CHAPTER X ENTITLED,
“PARKS AND GOLF
COURSE” BY AMENDING
THE FEES FOR THE USE OF
FACILITIES.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
MUNICIPAL CLERK

1 T - 12/29/11, The Times Fee: $49.47

Anthony J. Grasso, 52, Prof. Educator;
Westfield High School Biology Teacher
Anthony Joseph Grasso, 52, of

Union died on Thursday, December
22, 2011, at Overlook Medical Cen-
ter in Summit after a brief illness.

Born in Newark, N.J., Mr. Grasso
was a graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School. He received a
bachelor’s degree from Fairleigh
Dickinson University and his certifi-
cation in secondary science educa-
tion from Kean University.

A professional educator, Mr.
Grasso was a valued member of the
science department faculty of
Westfield High School, where he
taught biology for more than 23 years.
He also was a coordinator of the SAT
Testing program at the high school
and involved with the staff of the
school’s Project ’79.

Anthony played and taught hockey
for many years. He taught his son,
T.J., who skates with the Westfield
High School team, and also coached
with the Cranford Hockey Club asso-

ciation. A former volunteer firefighter
with the Fanwood Fire Department,
Mr. Grasso also was a private teacher
of the clarinet and saxophone, and
additionally taught driver education.

He is survived by his loving wife,
Jamie, and four children, Allison,
Anthony, Jr. (T.J.), Hallie and Nicho-
las (Nicky).

A Mass of Christian Burial was
celebrated on Tuesday, December 27,
at the Catholic Church of the Holy
Trinity in Westfield. Private inter-
ment followed at Fairview Cemetery
in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad
Street in Westfield (go to
www.grayfuneralhomes.com to of-
fer condolences).

Memorial contributions in his
memory may be made to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-009236-11
File No. 51333-236

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS

STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO
JOHN IURATO, HIS HEIRS,
DEVSIEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES, AND
THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE AND INTEREST; MRS.
JOHN IURATO; UNKNOWN
OWNERS/UNKNOWN CLAIM-
ANTS, THEIR HEIRS, DEVI-
SEES AND PERSONAL REP-
RESENTATIVES, AND THEIR
OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCES-
SORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST;

YOU ARE HEREBY summoned and re-
quired to serve upon the Law Offices of
Goldenberg, Mackler, Sayegh, Mintz,
Pfeffer, Bonchi & Gill, A Professional Cor-
poration, Attorneys for Plaintiff, whose
address is 660 New Road, Suite 1-A,
Northfield, New Jersey 08225, an answer
to the Complaint filed in a civil action in
which US Bank-Custodian for Phoenix is
plaintiff and John Iurato, his heirs, devi-
sees and personal representatives, and
their or any of their successors in right, title
and interest, et al. are defendants, pend-
ing in the Superior Court of New Jersey,
within 35 days after December 29, 2011,
exclusive of such date. If you fail to do so,
judgment by default may be rendered
against you for the relief demanded in the
Complaint. You shall file your answer and
proof of service in duplicate with the Clerk
of the Superior Court, Hughes Justice
Complex, P.O. Box 971, Trenton, New
Jersey, 08625, in accordance with the
rules of Civil Practice and Procedure.  You
are further advised that if you cannot afford
an attorney, you may call the Legal Ser-
vices office in the county where you live or
the Legal Services of New Jersey State-
wide Hotline at 1-888-LSNJ-LAW (1-
888-576-5529). If you do not have an
attorney and are not eligible for free legal
assistance, you may obtain a referral to an
attorney by calling one of the Lawyer Re-
ferral Services. The names and telephone
numbers of such agencies are as follows:
Lawyer Referral Service:  (908) 353-4715.
Legal Service:  (908) 354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing Tax Sale Certifi-
cate #09-005, dated [date left blank] made
by Joseph P. Skelly, Collector of Taxes of
the Borough of Roselle, County of Union,
and State of New Jersey, to US Bank-

Custodian for Phoenix and covers real
estate located at 108 Sheridan Avenue in
the Borough of Roselle, County of Union,
and State of New Jersey, known as Lot 5,
Block 407, as shown on the Tax Assess-
ment Map and Tax Map duplicate of the
Borough of Roselle. Said tax sale certifi-
cate was recorded in the Clerk’s Office of
Union County on August 24, 2009, in book
12771 of mortgages, page 311.

YOU, JOHN IURATO, are made a de-
fendant in the above entitled action be-
cause you are the record owner of the
property being foreclosed.

YOU, HEIRS, DEVSIEES AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES OF JOHN
IURATO, AND THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST, AND EACH of you are made
defendants in the above entitled action
because plaintiff if uncertain whether John
Iurato is living or dead, and if dead, the
names of his heirs. Therefore, plaintiff
joined John Iurato, his heirs, devisees and
personal representatives, and their or any
of their successors in right, title and inter-
est as party defendants.

YOU, MRS. JOHN IURATO, are made a
defendant in the above entitled action be-
cause plaintiff is uncertain whether John
Iurato is married, and if married, the name
of his spouse. Therefore, plaintiff joined
Mrs. John Iurato as a party defendant.

YOU, UNKNOWN OWNERS/UN-
KNOWN CLAIMANTS, THEIR HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRE-
SENTATIVES, AND THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE
AND INTEREST, AND EACH of you are
made defendants in the above entitled
action because you have or may claim to
have some right, title, lien or other interest
affecting the real estate being foreclosed
by virtue of ownership, inheritance, de-
scent, intestacy, devise, dower, courtesy,
mortgage, deed, or conveyance, entry of
judgment or other legal or lawful right.

The nature of which and the reason that
you and each of you are joined as defen-
dants is set forth with particularity in the
Complaint, a copy of which will be fur-
nished you on request addressed to the
attorneys of the plaintiff at the above men-
tioned address.

DATED:  December 29, 2011
JENNIFER M. PEREZ, ACTING CLERK

Superior Court of New Jersey
GOLDENBERG, MACKLER, SAYEGH,
MINTZ, PFEFFER, BONCHI & GILL
A Professional Corporation
Attorneys At Law
660 New Road, Suite 1-A
Northfield, New Jersey 08225
(609) 646-0222
1 T - 12/29/11, The Leader Fee: $104.55

PUBLIC NOTICE

Pulitzer-Winning Reporter
To Give Talk at Library

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Me-
morial Library will present a Pulitzer
Prize-winning reporter on Saturday,
January 14, at 2 p.m. The library is
located at 550 East Broad
Street.

Amy Ellis Nutt is a
senior enterprise writer
at The Star-Ledger,
where she has worked
for nearly 14 years. She
was awarded the 2011
Pulitzer Prize in feature
writing for her 20,000-
word series about the
sinking of a scallop boat,
entitled “The Wreck of
the Lady Mary.”

Ms. Nutt also published a new book
this year, “Shadows Bright as Glass:
The Remarkable Story of One Man’s
Journey from Brain Trauma to Artis-
tic Triumph,” which was based on a
series she did for The Star-Ledger
that was a finalist for the Pulitzer
Prize in 2009.

In addition to receiving multiple
national and regional awards, Ms. Nutt

was a Nieman Fellow in Journalism at
Harvard University in 2004-2005. A
graduate of Smith College, she also
holds master’s degrees from M.I.T.

(Philosophy) and the Co-
lumbia University Gradu-
ate School of Journalism,
where she is now an ad-
junct professor.

Prior to joining The
Star-Ledger, Ms. Nutt
was a writer-reporter at
Sports Illustrated maga-
zine for nine years.

This program will be
free and open to
Westfield Memorial Li-
brary and MURAL

cardholders. MURAL cardholders
belong to libraries that are part of the
Middlesex Union Reciprocal Agree-
ment Libraries. To check if a library
participates, visit the Westfield Me-
morial Library website, wmlnj.org.
To register for the program, visit
wmlnj.org and click on the Online
Calendar, or call (908) 789-4090,
extension no. 7951.

Amy Ellis Nutt

Two-Part Program to Focus
On Digital Photography

GARWOOD – Walter
Choroszewski, a New Jersey pho-
tographer and author, will present a
two-part program at the Garwood
Public Library designed to
demystify digital cameras and what
to do with the pictures.

The first program will be held at
6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, January 10,
and will be entitled “Getting to
Know Your Digital Camera.” Mr.
Choroszewski will bring his exper-
tise, humor and straight-talk per-
spective to this informal introduc-
tory photography class, covering
the basics of photography in the
digital age.

He will evaluate the pros and cons
of digital photography and clarify its
expectations and limitations. Addi-
tionally, he will explain menus and
megapixels and help the novice un-
derstand the use of a digital camera.

The second program will be held
on Tuesday, January 24, also at 6:30
p.m. and will address what to do with
the pictures now that they are on the
memory card in one’s digital camera.
Mr. Choroszewski will help individu-
als develop a digital workflow and
photo management plan. In addition,
he will compare and demonstrate
some popular photo editing software
and provide tips and tricks for e-
mailing and printing photos.

Registration is required for either or
both of these events and may be done
in person at the library, by calling
(908) 789-1670 or at the library’s in-
teractive calendar page found on its
website, youseemore.com/garwood.

The Garwood Public Library is
located at the corner of Third Av-
enue and Walnut Street, at the back
of the Lincoln School complex.
Hours of operation are Monday
through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.;
Friday, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and
Saturday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Library to Host Group
For Book Discussion
GARWOOD – The staff of the

Garwood Public Library is planning
to host a book discussion group from
7 to 8 p.m. on the second Thursday of
every month, beginning January 12.

This first meeting will be an infor-
mational gathering to choose a book
for the next session, and to make a list
of what kinds of books the group
would like to read. Attending this
first informational meeting is not an
obligation to continue, but will merely
be an opportunity to see what the
program is about, and whether it may
be of interest. Both men and women
are welcome to join.

The Garwood Public Library is
located at the corner of Third Avenue
and Walnut Street, at the back of the
Lincoln School complex. Interested
persons are asked to call the library at
(908) 789-1670 to register.
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‘Sherlock Holmes:
A Game of Shadows’

The Case of the Missing Entertainment
2 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Exhausting as a gifted but spoiled
child who must show you how intel-
ligent and resourceful he is at every
turn, director Guy Ritchie’s
“Sherlock Holmes: A Game of Shad-
ows” ultimately drains all the pa-
tience from your movie-loving mar-
row. Convoluted and flip to a fault,
even the signature one-upmanship
becomes wearying.

It’s too bad, because if you stay
awake through the endless litany of
painfully obscure details, there are
about ten cogent bits of philosophy
and observation that suggest this ex-
ercise in smirk had true potential. As
it stands, one can’t help but wonder
just what cachet Ritchie hoped to
claim, and to attract specifically what
audience?

Its cup runneth over with a mad
froth, complicated by often indis-
cernible Brit accents. It’s especially
inconveniencing when Robert
Downey, Jr.’s Sherlock Holmes and
Jude Law’s Dr. John Watson rapidly
exchange chides meant to establish
the competition that plays an endur-
ing part of their friendship. Though
we get the gist, enough is too much.

In deference to the filmmaker,
maybe I’ve been writing too many
reviews, and perhaps excessively
pondering weak and weary over for-
gotten lore. So when I began to doze
at insignificant twist-and-turn 34, I
thought a wake-up trip for a refill of
my orangeade was in order. I took no
satisfaction in observing the simi-
larly sleepy viewers along my route.

Even the great scenery, costumes
and appurtenances of the magnifi-
cently decorated, late Victorian era
couldn’t deter the Sandman, invited
in by a confusion too complex to
assimilate. Though truth is, I was
briefly revived by Mr. Holmes’s mo-
tor carriage, wittily inserted to sig-
nify his eager acceptance of all meth-
ods and means cutting edge.

Pardon the perceived misoneism,
but with respect to this new Holmes
Mr. Downey has etched both here
and in “Sherlock Holmes” (2009),
those reluctant to temporarily defer
loyalty to Basil Rathbone’s iconic
portrayal aren’t really given a fair
shake. His depiction incorporates al-
most none of the traditional élan,
restraint or understated pomposity.

Though set in 1891, it is a Sherlock
Holmes for its time. All literary main-
stays are apt to be artfully dabbed to
reflect the urgent issues of the current
generation, and Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle’s works are no exception. Here
the Industrial Revolution is ramping
up full strength. Clouds are in the sky.
The era of peace is essentially enjoy-
ing its last decade.

You’ll remember, the Rathbone clas-
sics often contained a patriotic fervor

fashioned to foster a stiff upper lip
during WWII. So when anarchist
bombs signaling the unrest in pre-WWI
Europe become part and parcel of the
devilish scheme our gent from Baker
Street hopes to expose and dismantle,
the analogous implication can’t help
but hit home.

The disagreement between those
who buy in and those who absolutely
cannot will revolve around the prepos-
terous plot, a Rube Goldberg series of
stratagems and counter moves often
repeated in slow-mo to highlight the
intricacies. Only folks totally entranced
by the belabored ploy won’t deem it
too farfetched to earn our suspension
of disbelief.

Even Mr. Downey’s total submer-
sion in the role, a maddening micro-
cosm of the alternately hyperkinetic
and plodding screenplay, can’t save the
day. While you value the effort, you
nonetheless wish the showoff sleuth,
who his housekeeper assures has been
chomping coca leaves like nobody’s
business, would occasionally bring it
to a dull roar.

Had Mr. Ritchie been able to inte-
grate the whimsical subtlety that is
Sherlock Holmes within the greater
cacophony, he might have constructed
a smarter movie. Credible sincerity is
rare, save for the relationship Downey
forges with Jude Law’s equally glib,
albeit somewhat subdued, Dr. Watson.
The fallout is elementary, my dear
reader.

Appreciating the bond, Jared Harris’s
properly hateful Professor James
Moriarty is able to keep a permanent
ace up his sleeve. Holmes doesn’t want
anything to befall his best pal, and the
devious archenemy is hardly above
blackmail. Hence, what it all ostensi-
bly boils down to is the opposite and
equal forces of good and evil colliding.

That’s about as much as we can
discern from the miasma and extrane-
ous story flotsam strewn throughout
the gambit. But just in case matters are
not obscure enough, Holmes and
Watson attach a semi-mysterious gypsy,
played by Noomi Rapace, to their crime-
solving caravan as they traverse Eu-
rope in the name of peace, justice and
scalawaggery.

Tick, tick, tick…there will be a world-
shaking assassination unless Holmes
sorts out the iniquitous intrigue in just
the nick of time. This is all well and
good if you have a mind like a vise or
are content to just look at the pictures
and trust it’ll all resolve nicely in the
end. For most of us, “Sherlock Holmes:
A Game of Shadows” plays it a bit too
murky.

…
“Sherlock Holmes: A Game of Shad-

ows,” rated PG-13, is a Warner Bros.
Pictures release directed by Guy Ritchie
and stars Robert Downey, Jr., Jude Law
and Noomi Rapace. Running time:
129 minutes

Lord & Taylor Announces
Charity Day Award Winner

DO GOODERS…Lord and Taylor Department Managers Vicki Winberg of
Westfield, left, and Dee Henningsen of Colonia surround Natalie Krauser
McCarthy of The Arc while presenting a $1,000 award check.

WESTFIELD — Michelle
Cousoulis, General Manager of Lord
& Taylor in Westfield announced to-
day that The Arc of Union County
achieved additional fundraising suc-
cess as a result of participating in the
store’s annual “Shop Smart. Do
Good!” event and presented the non-
profit with a $1,000 bonus check for
winning the Attendance Award.

In October, family, friends and
employees of The Arc helped to sell
$5 tickets for savings at Lord & Tay-
lor and sold nearly 200 tickets. The
Attendance Award is presented to the
nonprofit which has the most attend-
ees arrive and shop on Shop Smart.
Do Good!

Frank Caragher, Executive Direc-
tor of The Arc commented, “Our do-
nors and supporters are loyal and

always available to help. We are very
grateful that they bought tickets and
visited the Lord & Taylor in Westfield
to help us win.”

Any local nonprofit can partici-
pate in Shop Smart. Do Good! and
The Arc of Union County is excited
to be able to join Lord & Taylor in
Westfield at this community event
each fall.

Founded in 1949, The Arc of Union
County is a nonprofit organization,
which serves more than 1,000 chil-
dren and adults with intellectual and
developmental disabilities and their
families. In New Jersey, The Arc pro-
vides a continuum of comprehensive
programs and services enabling indi-
viduals with disabilities, and their
families, to realize full, productive,
and enhanced lives.

WCW Announce Youth
Poetry, Short Story Contest
WESTFIELD - The Woman’s Club

of Westfield invites all aspiring student
poets and authors from kindergarten
through high school to enter the New
Jersey State Federation of Women’s
Clubs’ (NJSFWC) Youth Poetry and
Short Story 2012 Contest. Poetry en-
tries may be any style with a minimum
length of eight lines and a maximum of
30 lines. Short stories are limited to
2,000 words. Entries must be typewrit-
ten, double spaced, with a minimum of
one-inch margins, on one side of 8 and
a half by 11 inch paper.

A student may enter one short story
and/or poem for the local club con-
test.

The author’s name, address, tele-
phone number, title of poem or short
story, the category entered and name
of sponsoring club must be in the top
right hand corner of each page. All
entries are judged on content, organi-
zation and form. Decision of the
judges is final.

Material is to be submitted in du-
plicate to Woman’s Club of Westfield,
314 Orenda Circle, Westfield, N.J.
07090, postmarked before Friday,
January 6, and must be the original
unpublished work of the author, writ-
ten during the contest year.

Authors must be amateurs with
earnings from writing not to exceed
$500 annually. Writers are asked to
keep a copy of their work as entries
cannot be returned.

The categories in both poetry and
short story are: Category One (Grades
K,1,2), Category Two (Grades 3,4,5,),
Category Three (Grades 6,7,8), Cat-
egory Four (Grades 9, 10,11,12).

First place winners in the local
contest will be sent on for judging at
the New Jersey State Federation of
Women’s Clubs level. First place
NJSFWC winners will then go on to be
judged by the General Federation of
Women’s Clubs, which is the national
level.

GOOD DEED…Westfield Public School students comprising the cast and crew
of Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, the Roosevelt Intermediate School (RIS) fall
play, recently donated over $500 to Brookside School in Cranford to assist with
the school’s recovery efforts following Hurricane Irene. The fundraising effort
was conceived by RIS parent Amy Flax, who suggested donating the play’s
proceeds from ad sales and audience contributions to Brookside. Pictured, left to
right, presenting the donation are Erica Hodges, Assistant Director; Linda King,
Fine Arts Supervisor for the Westfield Public Schools; Kim Jonny, Director;
Michael Klimko, Principal of Brookside School; and RIS students Jessica
Zimmermann (Alice), Frank Guerriero (White Rabbit) and Jason Starita (Tweedle
Dee). They are shown outside of Washington School in Garwood, one of four
temporary locations housing the displaced Brookside students.

ART AND POETRY…Steven Bessette
of Scotch Plains, a sixth grader at
Wardlow-Hartridge School  recites his
poem “The Wolf.”

Wardlaw-Hartridge Sixth Graders
Combine Poetry and Visual Art

EDISON – Sixth graders at The
Wardlaw-Hartidge School presented
their paintings of animals from Miss
Tanda Tucker’s art class while reciting
their original animal poetry, written in
Ms. Karen Vrotsos’s English class.
Their paintings were based on wildlife
that they saw or could have seen on
their trip to Frost Valley at the start of
the year.

In art class, after discussing the im-
portance of habitat and its preserva-
tion, each student selected an animal
and painted its image in its natural
habitat. The students then continued
thinking about their animals and their
natural habitats in English class through
poetry. In their poems, students posed
questions, showing the curiosity that
led them to their research in designing
their paintings. Students revised their
poems to achieve regular patterns of
rhythm and rhyme.

The students enjoyed the project.
“It was fun to combine the two classes

and present our poems and paintings to

CHEERIO!…Pack 270 Cub Scouts of Washington Elementary School cut out
“Cheer” postcards from specially marked boxes of Cheerios and sent words of
thanks and encouragement to military families. For each postcard received,
Cheerios will donate $1 to the USO to help support programs for military
families. In addition, the scouts donated over 80 boxes of Cheerios to Cranford’s
Family Care and the Westfield Food Pantry at Holy Trinity. Pictured are third
grade Bear Cubs, Jack Spellman, left, and Timmy O’Donnell.

our friends,” Mia Reyes of Perth Amboy
said.

“We had to turn our paintings into
words,” Shivam Patel of Edison said.
“It was a challenge and the visualiza-
tion helped my writing skills.”

“Poetry is also art, so it was fun to
work on our creativity through words
and painting,” Alex Johnson of
Plainfield said.

BootCampWF to Take
It Indoors at Surgent’s!

WESTFIELD – Now Offering
BCWF Yoga! Enlist Now!
BootCampWF, Westfield’s premier,
healthy-living outdoor fitness train-
ing program, is taking it INDOORS
this winter. BCWF Indoors will run
January 4 to February 15 and will be
held at Surgent’s Westfield, on Mon-
day, Wednesday and Friday at 5:45
and 9:15 a.m. and Tuesday and Thurs-
day at 5:30 a.m., and BCWF Lite will
be held Tuesday and Thursday at
9:15 a.m. The program includes:

. Six weeks of body-changing
workouts. It’s the same great work-
out, only inside!

. BCWF Yoga – a 75-minute com-
bination class consisting of 45 min-
utes of BootCampWF, followed by
30 minutes of yoga. After you have
worked every major muscle in the

body during the BootCampWF seg-
ment, we move on to yoga, which
will take participants through some
strengthening, lengthening and calm-
ing poses for all fitness levels. One
BootCampWF 9:15 a.m. class each
week will be a BCWF Yoga class –
alternating between Monday,
Wednesday and Friday – at no extra
charge! And every Tuesday, the
BCWF Lite class will be a BCWF
Yoga class blending 45 minutes of
BCWF Lite with 30 minutes of yoga.

. Also, one 5:45 a.m. class per
week will become a 75-minute
BootCampWF class!

To enlist in BCWF Indoors or for
more information, visit
www.BootCampWF.com.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

NJ Selected as ‘Race to the
Top’ Winner by Dept. of Ed
AREA - The U.S. Department of

Education today announced that New
Jersey has been selected as a winner of
its “Race to the Top 3” grant competi-
tion. New Jersey will receive $38 mil-
lion in federal funds, half of which will
go to participating districts, and half of
which will be used to support the state’s
bold education reform agenda.

Governor Chris Christie said, “New
Jersey is on a path of bold education
reform, and over the past two years we
have taken significant steps to ensure
that every child in New Jersey, regard-
less of zip code, will graduate from
high school ready for college and ca-
reer. This award today will help give
educators in New Jersey the tools they
need to be successful and the support to
meet our reform agenda goals.”

As part of its “Race to the Top 3”
application, New Jersey selected four
objectives in line with the
administration’s education reform
agenda: Development of model cur-
riculum and assessments for all core
content subject areas; Development and
rollout of an online Instructional Im-
provement System (IIS) that will serve
as a platform for teachers to access the
model curriculum and other supports
like formative assessments and instruc-
tional tools; Implementation of the cur-
rent teacher evaluation pilot program
and the creation of a principal evalua-
tion pilot program; Expansion of high-
quality school options by strengthen-
ing the department’s charter authoriz-
ing practices.

 Of these funds, roughly two-thirds
of the state’s allocation will be spent on
the development of model curriculum
and IIS. Last month, the New Jersey
Department of Education (NJDOE)
outlined a plan to develop model cur-
riculum for math and English language
arts in K-12 by September 2012, and
all subjects aligned with New Jersey
Core Curriculum Content Standards
by September 2013.

This curriculum would consist of six
week units of student learning objec-
tives tied to the Common Core State
Standards, with a bank of aligned for-
mative assessments and instructional
resources. These resources would be
optional for all teachers to use as a
resource, but may be required for the
state’s persistently failing schools if
they do not otherwise have high-qual-
ity curriculum.

Focusing such a large portion of
RTT3 funds on these areas is another
indication of the NJDOE’s investment
in providing high-quality tools to edu-
cators to implement high standards for
all students.

Any district in the state will have the
ability to sign up to participate in the
“Race to the Top 3” award, and 50
percent of the award, or $19 million,
will be split between those districts that
choose to participate. In January, the
NJDOE will provide details on the
process for districts to participate.

“From day one of the Christie ad-
ministration, New Jersey has em-
barked on a bold education reform
agenda and has already begun to ex-
ecute on a number of the projects
included in our Race to the Top appli-
cations. This includes the develop-
ment of a new teacher evaluation
framework; the development of a new
school accountability system and the
development of seven Regional
Achievement Centers that will pro-
vide targeted assistance to help turn
around the state’s persistently low-
est-performing schools,” said Acting
Commissioner Chris Cerf. “On top
of this, we have restructured the en-
tire state Department of Education
around the four building blocks of suc-
cess that will have the biggest impact
on student achievement: academics,
performance and accountability, tal-
ent, and innovation. This award today
will help us to accelerate the tide of
reform across New Jersey.”

How This Newspaper Helps Advertisers …

With a Strong Hand
We’re newspaper people, with our ears to the ground and
strength in our hand.

For a long time it has been our job to meet the people of our
area – in their homes, work, schools, churches and in their
civic and social activities. It has been our job to understand
their needs and desires; to report their joys and sorrows.

Few know this area and its people better than us. Many
merchants look to this background of experience and
understanding for assistance in reaching their audience most
effectively. It is an unusually strong hand to their
merchandising efforts – as well as an effective source for
information and advice.

Let us show you how the combination of this experience
and audited circulation facts can help you get maximum
results from your sales messages.

The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

The Westfield Leader

908-232-4407    sales@goleader.com
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the new and improved you.
A few years ago, my resolution

was to meet a new person every day
of the year. I called my plan “365
New Friends.” You might think that
sounds easy, but believe me, it is not.
Ask my friends and family who were
reluctantly forced to witness me awk-
wardly introduce myself to gas sta-
tion attendants, bartenders and wait-
ers. We have all had a waiter intro-
duce himself or herself to us at a
restaurant, but how many times have
you introduced yourself back? Ex-
actly.

My kids were forced to accom-
pany me on outings when it got to be
9 p.m. and I still had not met some-
one new. Late night trips to the gro-
cery store, or worse, 7-11 where I
would conjure up ways to evoke an
introduction without seeming like a
total weirdo. I remember laughing
hysterically the whole ride home
remembering the look on my
“victim’s” face after they were
“resolutionized.”

Although I didn’t end up with 365
new friends, I can report that I did
meet a new person every day until

WHS Grad Finds Inspiration in
Friend, and Local Monuments

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Tara Criscuolo,
Westfield High School (WHS) Class
of 2010, and a sophomore at The
College of New Jersey found inspi-
ration for her Black and White Film
course final project practically in
her own back yard.

Tara’s project entitled “External
Displays of Patriotism,” most of
which she shot locally over her
Thanksgiving break, focuses on sev-
eral iconic Westfield monuments.
Using 35 mm film, and a camera
from 1980, Tara was not only re-
sponsible for taking the photos, but
developing and printing them her-
self as well.

“The project required us to turn
in eight to 10 photographs,” Tara
told The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. “I
turned in 12 [photos] in different
sizes and different layouts.” She
stated that she had a significant
amount of subject matter to choose
from including the World War II
monument, local firefighters, as
well as the 9/11 Monument.

Tara, who is majoring in Com-
munication with a minor in Photog-
raphy and Marketing, first became
interested in photography her se-
nior year at Westfield High School.
Tara credits friend and WHS soft-
ball teammate, Emily Tebbetts, with
fostering her love of photography.

Tara stated that Emily, WHS Class

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DISPLAYS OF TALENT…Tara Criscuolo, a sophomore at The College of New
Jersey and graduate of Westfield High School, Class of 2010, stopped by The
Leader/Times office on Tuesday to share her patriotic photographs.

World War II Veterans

The College of New Jersey Reserve Officers' Training Corps

External Displays of Patriotism
By Tara Criscuolo

Westfield 9/11 Monument

of 2009, shaved her head in No-
vember of 2010 in an effort to raise
money for the Susan G. Komen
foundation in honor of her mother’s
decade long battle with breast can-
cer. Emily artistically documented

her act of solidarity in photographs,
which Tara said inspired her.

What started as a hobby, quickly
became a passion for Tara. She will
continue next semester with Pho-
tography II.

Westfield Fireman

New Year’s Resolutions Are Easily
Made, Just as Easily Broken

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

As December comes to a close,
2012 just days away, it is once again
time to make our New Year’s resolu-
tions. The highly-regarded resolu-
tion, a commitment usually to your-
self that one or more personal goals
will be set, and hopefully attained
throughout the new year.

Resolutions come in all shapes
and sizes from starting projects, fin-
ishing projects, or the reforming of a
habit such as giving up wine on
every second Thursday of months
containing the letter “F.” Hey, you
have to start somewhere, as resolu-
tions should be challenging, but at
least attainable.

Resolutions are usually born out
of a necessity to change something
about your lifestyle and are usually
advantageous, or at least should be,
to someone. The New Year is signifi-
cant in that it is a new beginning.
What better time to set out on a new
goal than the beginning of a new
year. January 1 is an opportunity to
wipe the slate clean, put the past in
the past and move forward revealing

about September, creating an abun-
dance of interesting people and funny
stories along the way.

My 2012 New Year’s resolution is
to have a positive attitude, 100 per-
cent of the time (or at least the ma-
jority of the time). My feeling is we
control our thoughts so why not make
them positive? Or then again I could
resolve to give up chocolate, but we
all know how that will turn out.

One must have perseverance in
order to achieve a resolution. To
reach our goals we must first be will-
ing to forgive and forget our short-
comings and move forward without
giving up. Whatever your goal, take
it one step at a time, even if it is a baby
step.

Whether you are resolving to cre-
ate a healthy habit, let go of a bad one,
save more, spend less, it says a lot
about your character whether or not
you carry out your goal long after the
ball has dropped and the excitement
of the moment has passed.

No matter what your resolution is,
whether you have one or not, I wish
you a happy, healthy, and prosperous
New Year!

Stony Hill Players
Announce Auditions

SUMMIT - Auditions for Stony
Hill Players’ production of Cosi
Fan Tutte will take place at the
Oakes Center, 120 Morris Av-
enue, Summit on Friday, January
13, at 7 p.m. and Saturday, Janu-
ary 14, at 2 p.m.

Performances are in May.
Music Director is Jason Tramm
and Stage Director, Jodie Doktor.
For information phone (908) 656-
1726.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
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The Year Promises Concerts For Everyone
With Living Legends Returning to the Stage

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After a few desultory years for
rock and pop music, and especially
live concerts, the new year prom-
ises to be an exciting one for rock-
and-roll aficionados, with local he-
roes returning to the stage and liv-
ing legends set to stop in the Gar-
den State as well.

Bruce Springsteen is set to re-
lease his 18th studio album early in
the new year and embark on a long
tour to support it. The as-yet un-
titled disc will be the first since the
death last June of longtime E Street
Band saxophonist and on-stage foil
Clarence Clemons, and it’s still
unclear how the Big Man’s role will
be filled, both in the studio and on
the stage. Stories abound that
Clemons’ son may step in for his
father or that Springsteen may use
the Jersey Shore-based Miami
Horns — which have backed the E
Streeters at times in the past in
addition to their more usual gig
backing Southside Johnny — to fill
the gap. European tour dates have
been announced for early summer
2012, and it is likely some U.S.
dates—including New Jersey—will
be set for the spring and fall. The
Boss’s website at
brucespringsteen.net will have the
most up-to-date information on
New Jersey shows.

The best non-Springsteen con-
certs I have seen have been Tom
Petty and the Heartbreakers, in the
80s, the 90s and in 2005. The group
will be touring in the spring—al-
though no dates in the area have
been announced yet—but keep your
antenna tuned for updates. The
band, which was formed in 1976
and has had a string of hits over the
decades including “American Girl”,
“Breakdown”, “The Waiting”,
“Learning to Fly”, “Refugee” and
“Mary Jane’s Last Dance,” is loud
and entertaining and their shows
are sure-fire crowd-pleasers. The
website tompetty.com should be
checked throughout the new year
for any tour date updates.

A contender for best non-
Springsteen band, for me at least, is
Foo Fighters, whose “Wasting
Light” album easily tops any list for
best album of 2011—or best album
in recent years. I saw them back in
September and was floored by the
intensity of the three-hour show.
The bad news is the 15-year-old
band has several tour dates sched-
uled overseas in the spring but no
U.S. dates. The good news is that
they will be headlining the Bam-
boozle Festival in Asbury Park,
which will be held on May 18-20.
And the Foos will be playing at the
New Orleans Jazz and Heritage
Festival, which is being held April

27-May 6 in the Big Easy. More
about that later. Back to Bamboozle:
The May weekend, which promises
to flood Asbury park with music
fans and probably triple the city’s
population, will also feature Bon
Jovi, Blink-182 and Incubus. Tick-
ets are being sold in three-day
passes-only. Details are available
at thebamboozle.com.

One of the great hard rock bands
of the late 70s and 80s is returning
to the stage in 2012. Van Halen this
week announced plans for a tour
but no details were forthcoming
except that tickets will go on sale
Tuesday, January 10, and the band
will be fronted by original singer
David Lee Roth, a development that
promises to make the tour part soap
opera given past feuds between
Diamond Dave and his bandmates.

Another great master of show-
manship will also be returning to
the stage next year. Madonna is
finishing off her 11th album and
will be the halftime performer at
the Super Bowl on February 5. She
is set to tour North America in Au-
gust and September, although no
dates and cities have been an-
nounced for her first concerts since
2009.

A weekend in New Orleans, still

recovering from Hurricane Katrina
in 2005, remains relatively inex-
pensive, so a trip down to the New
Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival,
which is being held April 27-May
6, may be worth a look. In addition
to Foo Fighters and Tom Petty, per-
formers include the Eagles, the
Beach Boys, John Mayer, the
Neville Brothers, Bonnie Raitt and
several dozen others for what prom-
ises to be a nonstop party in a city
known for nonstop partying. The
official website at nojazzfest.com
has all the details.

It promises to be a rockin’ and
rolling’ 2012 for music lovers, with
concerts that should satisfy music
lovers of all stripes and ages.

Happy New Year!
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Cougar Matmen Out-Juggle N. Prov. Pioneers, 43-28
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Weight class shifting by both
teams may have confused the
scorekeepers and announcer
somewhat, but one thing for sure
the Cranford High School wres-
tling team out-juggled the visit-
ing New Providence Pioneers, 43-
28, on December 21.

Five Cougars, Gavin Murray,
Ian Henry, Corey Birch, Cory
Markovitch, JP Christiano and
Matt Russo recorded pins to give
their team the bonus points that
it needed, but prior to the open-
ing bout, four former Cougars
(Greg Donofrio, Pat Hogan, Joe
Giaccio and Matt DiGiovanni)
were recognized for achieving
100 career wins or higher, along
with one state champion (Willie
Carpenter).

“We have a couple of spots we
are trying to fill. We looked good
in some spots, but some spots
we still need a lot of work. Over-
all, I think we wrestled well as a
team. Some kids were bumped
up. Some kids were bumped out.
Some other kids were put in, so
we are going with what we’ve got
right now,” Cougar Head Coach
Pat Gorman said.

“We have some injuries right
now. Our [1]82-poinder, Robbie
Kessler, got hurt in the tourna-
ment, so we had a hole right
there. We juggled between JP
and Glen Cook, who had a big win
tonight. It was a good win for us,
especially because we are a little
injured,” Henry said.

Beginning at the 106-lb class,

Pioneer Carmine Boccellari got
the clamp on Cougar Kevin

Quigley and pined him with a
cradle in 1:11. The Pioneers re-
ceived a forfeit at 113-lbs to grab

a 12-0 team lead, But Cougar
Gavin Murray bumped up to 120-

lbs and recorded a pair of first-
period takedowns before pinning
Dan Zimmerman early in the sec-
ond period with a cradle at 2:18.

Henry quickly bulldogged Peter
Byrnes to the mat with a bear
hug, then settled him in 1:07
with a headlock at 126-lbs.

“I went out there trying to see
what he was going to give me. He

came at me, and I saw the bear
hug open, so I took that. I was
trying to go for a tilt. At first the
kid wasn’t giving it to me, but I
tried to run a half, got him over
and tried to finish it off with a
headlock,” Henry explained.

“Ian Henry went out there as a
bulldog. Guys are getting pins
where we need pins,” Coach
Gorman added.

Birch recorded a takedown and
a two-point Navy ride nearfall in
the first period, then pinned Dave
Dinerman in 3:16 with a front
stretcher at 132-lbs to give
Cranford an 18-12 lead. At 138-
lbs, Pioneer Dan recorded a re-
versal, a penalty point, an es-
cape, a takedown and a two-
point tilt to claim an 8-4 decision
over Nick Frediani then Dan Smith
gave the Pioneers a 19-18 lead
with a 10-2, majority decision
over Aiden Londregan at 145-lbs.

Markovitch, who wrestled up at
171-lbs last year, stepped on the
mat at 152-lbs and pummeled
Jake Jankow into submission in
1:44 with a single grapevine and
power half to give Cranford the
lead, 24-19.

“It’s good to actually have to
shed some weight to make the
weight and not wrestling up,”
said Markovitch, who added, “It
was exactly how I wanted the
match to go. I got my shot first.
I got my legs in first of all then I
got my turn that I wanted. In the
room, I have been working hard.
I have been dedicated, so there
is no reason why I shouldn’t be
confident out there.”

Cranford High School
Sports Programs

Go
Cougars!

Go and See a Game!

Please Support

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DEFINITELY GETTING A LEG UP…Cougar Corey Birch gets a leg up on Pioneer Dave Dinerman and rolls him to his
back in the 132-lb bout. Birch pinned Dinerman in 3:16.
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Cougar Snacks

Cougar Cagers Ice
Boys Comets, 66-56

Junior Reggie Green rolled in
30 points and Stephan Fevorchak
sank 20 to lead the 1-1 Cranford
Cougar High School boys basket-
ball team to a 66-56 victory over
the 0-2 Hillside Comets in Hill-
side on December 20. Kurt
Rutmayer pumped in eight points,
Sean Babis had six and Eric
Garguilo had two points.
Cranford 16 15 14 21 66
Hillside 14   6 16 20 56

Cougar Jim Dwyer needed a
takedown to grab a majority deci-
sion over Joe Joe Ciarrocca at
160-lbs, and he did in the final
seconds to win 10-1. At 170-lbs,
Cook pulled off a switch reversal
and a three-point nearfall to seize
a 5-2 decision over Luke
Sammarano then Christiano
jumped up to 182-lbs and silenced
Chris Castaldo in 51 seconds with
a chin hook and hammerlock.

Confusion circulated in the 195-
lb bout between Cougar Nick Diaz
and Kevin Kourakos. With the
score tied 2-2 midway through
the third period with both men in
the neutral position, the ref gave

Kourakos an option to choose
the down position, where he es-
caped forcing Diaz to rush his
offense, which resulted in
Kourakos catching him with a
half nelson-body press in 5:31.

“What happened was from the
second period they gave us the
choice. We chose bottom. In the
third period, the other coach
noticed that it should have been
his choice. What the ref said was
he would give him [Kourakos]
the choice after the first restart,”
Coach Gorman explained.

At 220-lbs, Russo turned a slick
ankle pick takedown to a cradle
to rock Pat O’Keefe in 4:33 then

Pioneer heavyweight Steve
Bremer pulled off a third-period
takedown and yielded an escape
to edge Jeff Weiss, 4-3.

WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
106: — Boccellari (N) p Quigley, 1:11
113: — New Providence won forfeit
120: — Murray (C) p Zimmerman, 2:18
126: — Henry (C) p Byrnes, 1:07
132: — Birch (C) p Dinerman, 3:16
138: — D. Kourakos (N) d Frediani, 8-4
145: — Smith (N) md Londregan, 10-2
152: — Markovitch (C) p Jankow, 1:44
160: — Dwyer (C) md Ciarrocca, 10-1
170: — Cook (C) d Sammarone, 5-2
180: — Christiano (C) p Castaldo, :51
195: — K. Kourakos (N) p Diaz, 5:31
220: — Russo (C) p O’Keefe, 4:33
Hwt: — Bremer (N) d Weiss, 4-3

Cougar Matmen Out-Juggle N. P. Pioneers. 43-28

Probitas Verus Honos

Lady Cougars Ground
Pioneer Cagers, 44-35
Three Cougars hit in double

figures as the 2-0 Cranford High
School girls basketball team
grounded the 1-1 New Providence
Pioneers, 44-35, in Cranford on
December 20. Junior Katie
McGovern bucketed 12 points and
pulled five rebounds, while Mor-
gan Miller (four steals) and Jess
McCoy (seven thefts) each scored
10 points. Jenna Goeller had
seven points and Mairead
McKeary put in five.
New Providence 12   7 11   5 35
Cranford 10   8 15 11 44

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRIBUTE TO COUGAR STANDOUTS…Prior to the match with New Providence, four former Cougars (Greg
Donofrio, Pat Hogan, Joe Giaccio and Matt DiGiovanni) were recognized for achieving 100 career wins or higher, along
with one state champion (Willie Carpenter). Donofrio’s father and Carpenter’s family, along with DiGiovanni, Giaccio
and Hogan were present. Also pictured were Assistant Coaches Justin Bonitatis and Chuck Bell, Head Coach Pat Gorman
and Director of Athletics Darren Torsone.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ALSO GETTING A LEG UP…Cougar Cory Markovitch, right, works a single-
leg takedown on Pioneer Jake Jankow in his 152-lb bout. Markovitch pinned
Jankow in 1:54 with a power half.


