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Letters to the Editor
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Diction Deception

High Cost of Living is Chasing
Residents Out of New Jersey to Pa.

With United Van Line’s annual study
of state by state population shifts show-
ing New Jersey tied with Illinois for the
highest proportion of residents migrat-
ing out of state, there is a strong correla-
tion between New Jersey’s increased tax
burden over the last decade and the loss
of population to other states.

I agree with the Senate President that
the high cost of living in New Jersey is
the driving force behind so many people
leaving the state. So it defies logic that
the $8 billion in higher taxes imposed
upon the people of this state by an un-
checked Democratic Legislature have
had no impact on that cost of living.

According to 2010 census data, resi-
dents who moved out of New Jersey
were most likely to end up in Pennsylva-
nia. A total of 20,231 moved to New
Jersey’s western neighbor, putting it
ahead of Florida’s influx of 12,503 New
Jersey residents.

It simply cannot be coincidence that
we’re losing a greater percentage of our
population than any other state save for
Illinois and simultaneously have the
highest tax burden. A huge share of the
people leaving our state end up in Penn-
sylvania, where the top income tax rate

is less than half of New Jersey’s and
corporate and property taxes are far
lower, or Florida, with no income tax at
all. This is a trend about which Republi-
cans have been sounding the alarm for
years.

I urge the Majority to work with Re-
publicans to reverse the state’s
uncompetitive tax and spending climate.
I’m glad that some in the Democratic
leadership are now becoming concerned
about the affordability crisis job cre-
ators and residents face in New Jersey.
However, making our state competitive
with our neighbors will require more
than cleverly named half measures and
rhetoric.

 I encourage the Majority to work
with legislative Republicans and the
Governor in this year’s budget to break
the state’s addiction to spending so that
we can reverse the massive tax hikes
foisted upon New Jersey residents dur-
ing the McGreevey and Corzine eras. In
order to fix the problem, everyone needs
to admit that the Democrats’ economic
agenda during the last decade took our
state in the wrong direction.

Senator Tom Kean, Jr.
Westfield

Traffic Light Needed
At La Grande and 2nd

I have lived in Fanwood for over 40
years and I have noticed many automo-
bile accidents over the years on the cor-
ner of La Grande Avenue and Second
Street. With a Park being so close to this
area, I think it is time that a traffic Light
is put in and the stop signs removed. Cars
need to be going slower in this area
before someone gets tragically hurt.

James Norton
Fanwood

2011 IN REVIEW

Let’s Help Refurbish
Newark YMCA Shelter

For over 10 years, the Gifts of Gold/
Donate a Smile program has put smiles
on the faces of over a thousand homeless
children at the Newark YMCA Shelter by
granting them a Christmas gift and pro-
viding much needed coats, clothing and
school supplies. Last year, we were able
to provide the shelter with a computer
room with 10 laptops to aid the students
with their school studies. You – our com-
munity – made this all possible with your
unbelievable help and support.

 This year, the shelter has asked us to
refurbish the community room. Our goal
is to transform the current dilapidated
space into a cheerful, welcoming envi-
ronment that will encourage interaction
and the family concept. Currently, there
is no such place available in the shelter,
and families spend the majority of the
time isolated in their room.

 To make this dream a reality, we are
reaching out to the community for help!
Contributions can be made payable to:
The Newark YMCA and mailed to: Viv
Gold, 344 Orenda Circle, Westfield, N.J.
07090. Contributions may be tax-deduct-
ible, so consult your tax advisor. Thank
you for your continued support. We
couldn’t do it without you! We wish you
a happy and healthy holiday season.

Viv and Jeff Gold
Westfield

Let’s Welcome Joy Blom to MS;
MEF Fundraiser Raised $8,000

I hope this letter finds you caught up
with holiday excitement, but not too over-
whelmed! Before we break, I wanted to
update you about a few things.

First, please join with me in welcom-
ing our new Supervisor of Curriculum
and Instruction, Joy L. Blom, who was
approved [December 20] at the board
meeting. Her official start date will not be
until January 3, but she is already visiting
this week in preparation. She will have
K-8 curriculum and instruction responsi-
bility, and K-2 building-based supervi-
sory responsibility. Ms. Blom comes to
us with a wealth of administrative and
curricular experience. She also has a
strong background in language arts, so
she is an excellent complement to Mrs.
Richards’s strong math background.

Second, last Saturday evening (Decem-
ber 17), a fundraiser was held to increase
technology in the district through the
Mountainside Education Foundation. I am
happy to report that the program raised
over $8,000. Lauren Ferraro spearheaded
the event. Other members of the commit-
tee were Sherri DeNora, Doryan Amato,
Julie DeMarco, Kim Moriak, Deanna
Andre, Jeanie Ruban, Tricia Freer, Amy
Provel, Chrissy Kiesewetter, Maxine
DiCosmo, Anna Marie Labisi, Diane
Cioffi, and Judy Wargaski. They were
able to secure donations from many local
businesses, which helped to increase the

proceeds. The committee worked very
closely with Susan Buckner and Judy
Wargaski, co-presidents of the MEF. On
behalf of the Mountainside School Dis-
trict and the Board of Education, I want to
express my sincerest thanks for their ef-
forts and their generous donation.

At the next board meeting I hope to
provide an overview of a plan for devel-
oping technology in the district so the
public can begin to see how our technol-
ogy monies will be spent.

Third, I just wanted to call your atten-
tion to the district calendar as we move
into the winter months. As you may know,
we have already used three of our four
allotted snow days for the year so we only
have one left. The calendar explains that if
more than the allotment of inclement
weather days are used, the following dates
will be considered school days, as needed,
in this order: February 17, April 2, April 9,
and May 25. You may want to make a note
of this as you plan for future vacations.

Finally, I would like to wish you and
your family a relaxing and enjoyable
holiday season. I hope you find lots of
time to spend with your wonderful chil-
dren! I look forward to working with you
in the new year.

Nancy Lubarsky
Chief School Administrator

Mountainside BOE

 WF, Stop Complaining
And Help With Cleanup

Ever since the day after Christmas 2010
the State of New Jersey has been plagued
by unusual weather. The Town of Westfield
couldn’t budge two days after Christmas.
Hurricane Irene dumped tons of water,
loosening the major root systems of the big
old trees while pulling down major wires
along with them. Then came October snow,
trees, wires, power outages. Not even in
your wildest dreams did we anticipate the
site that was now upon us! Halloween was
cancelled, yikes! Not in my lifetime.

DPW was on it day and night! No
fooling! Cherry pickers were dissecting
those fractured trees just like a surgeon in
the operating room. Precision was needed
as one false cut would be the demise of
electricity to a block of residents. So
what’s the real problem here?

 Would it be too much for everyone to
roll up their sleeves and help with the
residual instead of complaining? Where
is our sense of community?

Landscapers treck in and out of our
town. Would it be too much to take a few
extra branches or clippings instead of
dumping them into the street? This is mid
December!

Once a year we celebrate the most
beautiful time of the year far and wide,
where is the “Good Will Unto Men?”

Diane Barabas
Westfield

Community Support Enables Clubs
To Provide Holiday Food Baskets

On Saturday, December 17, members
of the Optimist Club of Westfield and
Rotary Club of Westfield again demon-
strated their commitment to community
service by providing a record number of
holiday food baskets to 92 Westfield
families and individuals in need.

For 21 years, this has been an annual
community service project for the Opti-
mist Club of Westfield, and funding for
this important program comes from the
Optimist Club, the Rotary Club of
Westfield, anonymous donors and indi-
vidual Optimist and Rotarians who spon-

sor baskets.
Members of both organizations meet

at 8 a.m. at Kings to collect the food
boxes and then gather at a member’s
home for a festive holiday breakfast be-
fore leaving to distribute the food boxes.

The generosity of both organizations
to provide funding for this endeavor; the
personal financial contributions from
members and friends; the support from
Kings in assembling food boxes and poin-
settias; the contribution of candy from
Brummer’s Chocolates in Westfield and
cookies from Delicious Orchards; the
donations of children’s books and gifts
from many individuals, and the time and
involvement of the 60 volunteers from
both organizations speaks volumes about
caring for the neediest among us. With-
out these combined efforts, this annual
project could not be so successful in
assisting members of our community.

Darielle Walsh, President
Optimist Club of Westfield

U.S. Treasury Should
Continue Dollar Coins
I have just learned that the United States

Treasury will stop coining one-dollar coins,
specifically the presidential dollar. I think
this is not a good idea. Yes, I know the
reasoning behind it is to save money as
supposedly no one is taking the $1 coins
so that they are pilling up, but in most
other countries like Canada, for example,
there are no singles like we have.

Some people have said that we should
get rid of the penny and nickle because
they cost more to make than their value.
What happens when the cost of the metal
in dimes and quarters goes up that they
cost more than their face value? Do we
stop producing those as well?

I can see producing less dollar coins
which would make the presidential coins
even more collectable because they would
be more rare, but don’t stopping making
them entirely. That would be stupid.

Michael Smith
Berkeley Heights

Praise Is In Order for Governor for Restoring Barnegat Bay
On the one-year anniversary of the

Governor’s comprehensive plan to re-
store the Barnegat Bay, it is only fitting
that recognition be given for this historic
initiative to reverse the environmental
degradation to one of New Jersey’s vital
natural resources and the significant
progress made in 2011. While the neces-
sity of a strategic solution has been rec-
ognized by a number of constituencies, it
was Governor Christie who had both the
political courage to acknowledge this
significant environmental problem, and
the skills necessary to develop a strategic
plan that capitalizes on the talents of the
many stakeholders.

As chairman of the New Jersey Envi-
ronmental Infrastructure Trust, the state
authority responsible for providing the
financing for many of the state’s water
infrastructure projects, we are but one of
the many organizations working with the
New Jersey Department of Environmen-
tal Protection (DEP) and its Commis-
sioner, Bob Martin, to help enact the
Governor’s long-term strategy to help
restore Barnegat Bay. I am grateful to
have been given the opportunity to par-
ticipate in this historic initiative and thank
the governor for both his leadership and
efforts in restoring one of New Jersey’s
true environmental treasures.

In particular, the state has provided
almost $2.5 million over this past year to
preserve critical watershed parcels. The
DEP has committed funds to buy land as
well as development rights on over 3,000
acres significantly expanding public rec-

reation opportunities, habitat protection
and water quality protection. The state
has also devised strong incentives for
Barnegat Bay communities to repair and
improve storm water systems through
grants and low interest loans totaling
more than $20 million. In addition, the
state has partnered with educational in-
stitutions and non-profit groups in a se-
ries of environmental studies throughout
the Bay to monitor success and focus
resources going forward. Private and
public organizations such as the New
Jersey Littoral Society and the Barnegat
Bay Partnership are integral to this initia-
tive. New Jersey’s state universities, in-
cluding Rutgers University’s world-re-
nowned institute of Marine and Coastal
Sciences (IMCS) and Ocean County
Community College, are working in co-
ordination with DEP to provide the real
science that will allow the Governor’s
comprehensive plan to address the pollu-
tion issues in the Bay in a methodic and
business-like manner.

This total community partnership was
recently illustrated as more than 2,300
volunteers joined Commissioner Martin
in mid-October to clean up the Bay in one
of the largest, organized environmental
clean-ups in the state’s history. The
Barnegat Bay Blitz efforts included mu-
nicipal employees from all 37 watershed
municipalities, schools, seniors groups,
environmental and marine groups, and
military personnel from Fort Dix. All of
these committed individuals and groups
came together on a cold, rainy weather

with the sole objective of contributing to
cleaning up the Bay. The results are im-
pressive as the Blitz helped pull out doz-
ens of tires, a hot tub, a six-foot petro-
leum tank, a car dashboard, more than
100 TV’s in one location, 114 bags of
recyclables, 537 bags of trash, and three
full 30-yard dumpsters.

The efforts of all of these volunteers to
improve this critical habitat were any-
thing but insignificant, and the Blitz was
anything but a photo-op as some of the
Governor’s critics have charged. The Blitz
was a day for all individuals and commu-
nities that cherish this environmental trea-
sure to do their part to protect the Bay as
well as a day to highlight the larger,
strategic effort by the state to bring about
the long-term change that is needed. It is
just this sort of communal and compre-
hensive approach to addressing environ-
mental challenges that can and should be
a model for the entire state.

So, I encourage all interested members
of the public to mark May 9 on your
calendars and participate in the second
Barnegat Bay Blitz cleanup. Come on
down, roll-up your sleeves, get muddy
and wet, have some fun. Join Commis-
sioner Bob Martin and his troops and
play environmentalist – even if just for
the day – to help New Jersey improve the
tributaries and shores of Barnegat Bay, to
make it cleaner, safer and more pleasur-
able for generations to come.

Warren Victor, Westfield
Chair, N.J. Env. Infra. Trust

New Year’s Resolutions; Ones That
You Have a Chance to Achieve

Many of us make New Year’s resolutions coupled with
soft levels of commitment to actually achieve them. Do
you remember any of the resolutions you made last year?
Did you achieve any of them?

Though well intentioned at this time last year, most of
us failed in our resolutions as we look at the scorecard
today. For me, my past resolutions were too vague, too
ambitious, and too tough — or I was never intending to do
anything about them in the first place. My number one
resolution last year was to lose about 20 pounds (10
pounds would have been a big victory) and to get in better
shape. Losing weight seems to be one of the most popular
and failed resolutions of our times.

Well, I don’t intend to fail in my resolution for 2012 —
I’m changing it to something more achievable. What
might that be, I pondered? My conclusion was to start
small. So here it is: I’m going to always return my
shopping cart from the food store parking lot, rather than
abandoning it in place as in the past. Each year I got better

at disguising how to abandon the shopping cart and also
came up with new and innovative excuses in my mind as
to why I was doing the right thing.

I practiced the new resolution last week — Success, two
for two; now only 52 weeks left to go. Still, I’m a little
pensive. Perhaps I have bit off more than I can chew. As
example, how am I to deal with returning my shopping
cart when the lot is full and someone is already behind my
parked car with their blinkers on anxious to take the spot?
I can only imagine the glares and looks with daggers as I
pursue this good deed.

If you happen to be waiting for a parking spot in the lot
and someone delays you by returning their shopping cart,
please have patience. It might be me trying to do the right
thing. It takes about two minutes to return a shopping cart,
get back to one’s car, and escape the fury. Come to think
of it, the extra walking by returning the shopping carts
may actually help me lose that 10 pounds.

Happy New Year everyone.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Physeter – A sperm whale
2. Brunion – A nectarine
3. Teratism – A monstrosity; a mal-

formed fetus
4. Decertation – A fight or contest for

mastery

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual.
If you get three – word expert. If you get all
four – You must have a lot of free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

MARICOLOUS
1. Bearing, producing, or furnishing

pearls
2. Causing a condition of progressive

emaciation
3. Marine or sea-dwelling
4. In geology, marked with scars or

crevices
SOBRIQUET

1. A formal sitting or meeting of a
court

2. A pleasant stroll
3. A nickname
4. Wet mud

SALERATUS
1. An evergreen shrub which bears the

salal berry
2. A light, rounded helmet with a visor
3. A hall or a room
4. Baking soda

IMPINGUATION
1. The act of pawning or condition of

being pawned
2. A dashing or clashing
3. In falconry, repair of a hawk’s feath-

ers or wings
4. A flattened state or condition


