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REMEMBERING OUR HEROES...The American Legion Color Guard Post No.
209 stands at attention during the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Veterans Day Cer-
emony held at the Veterans’ Monument in Scotch Plains on November 11.
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actual duties of picking up and dis-
posing of the waste, citing issues
with potential workers-compensation
claims, liability, overtime wages and
the wear and tear on borough trucks.

In other Garwood news, a group of
mothers spoke before the board of
education about the cancellation of a
pre-kindergarten disabled class.

One parent, with tears in her eyes,
said her child “still needs this class.”

“I can only tell you that certain
things just came to my attention…I
was unaware until just recently that
this happened,” Superintendent of
Schools Teresa Quigley responded.

County
Union County Utilities Authority

(UCUA) officials announced that a
long-term extension with Covanta
Energy, for operation of the county’s
garbage incinerator in Rahway, now
would go through 2031, instead of
2045 as originally proposed. The
original 25-year lease, signed in 1998,
extends through 2023. Fourteen of
the county’s 21 towns have existing
long-term agreements with the
UCUA.

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders made it official in
August by naming Mountainside resi-
dent Alfred Faella, 56, as its 11th
county manager. He replaced George
Devanney, 49, of Berkeley Heights,
who retired suddenly after nine years
on the job.

Mr. Faella was given a salary of
$155,000 in his new role, $14,000
less than Mr. Devanney was paid, but
$35,000 more than his salary as di-
rector of the county’s Department of
Parks and Community Renewal.

The $1.5-million refurbishment of
the circa-1880s Masker’s Barn in the
Deserted Village of Feltville in Ber-
keley Heights neared completion. The
county received a $426,000 grant
from the New Jersey Historic Trust in
1995 to restore the barn, but had not
used the money as of 2009, when the
freeholders voted to move ahead with
the project so as not to lose the grant.

Union County Freeholder Dan
Sullivan was named acting executive
director of the county’s utilities au-
thority after Sunil Garg resigned on
August 9, shortly after losing a
whistleblower lawsuit he brought last
year.

Mr. Sullivan continued to serve as
a freeholder, but opted to forego his
$30,000 salary and health benefits
package from the county.

Region
The region was shaken in August

by an earthquake at 1:55 p.m. on
August 23. The low-level earthquake
caused buildings, desks and com-
puter screens to sway. The level-5.8
earthquake, with an epicenter in
northern Virginia, transmitted trem-
ors as far north as Boston. In this area,
officials estimated the effect was ap-
proximately a level 3.

At the tail end of August, Hurri-
cane Irene came in as a category-one
storm and left behind a trail of flood-
ing, downed trees and power outages
before moving out of the area. Union
County Public Information Officer
Sebastian D’Elia said that road clo-
sures were “too numerous to even list
on our website.” The Union County
Office of Emergency Management
(OEM) assisted multiple towns, in-
cluding Cranford and Kenilworth,
with evacuations and pumping out
water.

SEPTEMBER
Westfield

Westfield began September still
fending off the effects of Hurricane
Irene. Westfield Town Hall and the
police department were running on
generator power immediately after
the storm. The police department re-
sponded to 422 emergency calls, in-
cluding four car accidents, 26 medi-
cal emergencies, 60 downed trees
and 39 downed wires.

In an effort to assist neighboring
Cranford, Westfield hosted Cranford
Municipal Court, as Cranford Town

Hall was flooded out. Also,
Westfield’s dispatch center was han-
dling all 9-1-1 Cranford calls.

Some 6,300 pupils went back to
Westfield’s classrooms on Septem-
ber 7 to start the new school year,
roughly the same enrollment as last
year.

The town commemorated the 10-
year anniversary of the attacks on
September 11, 2001, the national trag-
edy in which 12 Westfield residents
lost their lives. The Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra performed a special
10th Anniversary Commemoration
Concert.

Scotch Plains
Five residents of Bayberry Village

were evacuated during the height of
Hurricane Irene, and the police de-
partment, town hall and TV-35 were
all without power. Route 22 flooded
across all four lanes near Martine
Avenue.

Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool
reported that heading into Septem-
ber, 1,500 homes were still without
power.

Later in the month, residents bid
farewell to summer at the annual Ital-
ian Festival at St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church. The
festival drew thousands, as usual, who
came to sample the food, enjoy the
rides and catch up with old friends as
summer wound down.

The township dedicated its 9/11
Memorial on the Alan Augustine Vil-
lage Green on Park Avenue to honor
both the victims and the survivors.
The monument included a 10-foot
section of steel beam recovered from
the World Trade Center and three
benches in memory of Scotch Plains
9/11 victims.

The township council introduced,
in a 3-2 vote, an ordinance amend-
ment that allowed the purchaser of
the Shackamaxon Country Club to
build up to 60 age-restricted housing
units on the golf course property,
while also maintaining the financially
troubled golf course’s operation.

Later in the month, at a citizens’
forum on the subject, residents ex-
pressed dissatisfaction with the plans.
Some questioned the township’s re-
solve and position in fighting two
lawsuits, and one person accused
Scotch Plains of “selling out” area
residents.

Fanwood
Fanwood began September coping

with Irene’s aftermath. Mayor Col-
leen Mahr met with a PSE&G repre-
sentative and toured the parts of the
borough that were still without power
from Irene. As September began,
there were still 300 residents in
Fanwood without power. The
Fanwood Presbyterian Church and
Temple Sholom offered their facili-
ties to residents who needed to refrig-
erate food, cook meals or charge their
electronic devices.

A few weeks later, Mayor Mahr
estimated the borough spent about
$50,000 during the hurricane emer-
gency, with about $30,000 of that
total consisting of salary and wages
and the remainder being spent on
gasoline, equipment rentals and other
related expenses.

Mountainside
Board of Education member Mary

Beth Schaumberg resigned, the latest
member to quit. Her decision fol-
lowed that of Carolyn Williams, who
announced her resignation in late
August.

In a letter to the newspaper, Ms.
Schaumberg said that she was “truly
saddened and frightened by what the
future holds for the Mountainside
children.”

Later in the month, the
Mountainside BOE introduced a new
chief school administrator, Nancy
Lubarsky, a resident of Cranford. She
was most recently the superintendent
of Bethlehem Township School Dis-
trict in Hunterdon County.

Cranford
Mayor Daniel Aschenbach praised

the “resilience of our residents” and

said the recovery from the late Au-
gust flooding was “one of the most
significant challenges the township
has had to face.”

He estimated about $3 million in
clean-up costs. Later in the month,
those estimates went up to $5 mil-
lion, as Cranford sought funds from
FEMA, as well as state aid, to spur on
municipal recovery.

Garwood
The borough incurred in excess of

$75,000 in expenses due to Hurri-
cane Irene, Borough Council Build-
ings and Grounds Committee Chair-
man Victor DeFilippo reported in
September. Borough Clerk Christina
Ariemma said the borough would
seek reimbursement from its insur-
ance company and FEMA.

Councilman DeFilippo said trees
took out power lines and pulled up
sidewalks, and the cleanup of the
trees cost $3,200. Laptops at the po-
lice department were destroyed, cost-
ing approximately $6,000 to replace.

The municipal building, pump sta-
tion and underpass on Center Street,
as well as North and South Avenue
businesses, were without power for
one week.

County
Union County Prosecutor Ted

Romankow announced that while his
five-month investigation of the op-
erations of last year’s MusicFest did
not result in criminal charges, the
accounting of monies generated was
“poorly executed” by the county.

The probe determined the event
cost the county $1.1 million, with
most of the offsetting revenue going
to vendors hired to run the event and
book performers.

Later in the month, the county
hosted 2011’s MusicFest at Oak
Ridge Park in Clark, which featured
acts such as Blondie, Collective Soul
and The Smithereens.

In other news, Union County an-
nounced that it would receive
$300,000 to assist workers who were
either temporarily or permanently
displaced due to Hurricane Irene.

OCTOBER
Westfield

The Westfield Police Department
investigated a fatal early morning
accident that took place on the 1000
block of Tice Place on October 1.
Two motor vehicles crashed at the
intersection of Clifton Avenue and
Tice Place; a 69-year-old Old Bridge
man died as a result of injuries sus-
tained in the crash.

October also saw the board of edu-
cation vote unanimously to set aside
as revenue $1.4 million to offset
school taxes in the 2012-2013-school
budget.

Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky,
for the second time in recent months,
temporarily adjourned a town coun-
cil meeting when audience members
began shouting out of order regard-
ing the Central Avenue pedestrian-
crossing signal.

Touting what he called a “great
public-private partnership,” Westfield
Town Administrator Jim Gildea
pointed to the beginning stages of
Westfield’s cooperative effort with
the Friends of Mindowaskin Park.

Both entities collaborated on plans
to make the park sparkle before its
100th birthday in 2018.

Scotch Plains
Scotch Plains officials encouraged

Fanwood to team up on police dis-
patching services; Fanwood currently
is part of Union County’s dispatch
system.

Brunner School parents expressed
safety concerns regarding student
“drop-off” zones at the school.

Fanwood
Fanwood’s Borough Council

capped borough construction fees at
$25 apiece for post-Hurricane Irene
residential repairs. Fanwood’s gov-
erning body also approved a Master
Plan to guide the future of the
borough’s parks.

Cranford
Cranford Mayor Daniel

Aschenbach presented certificates of
appreciation to a number of township
departments and officials, local utili-
ties and township volunteers and or-
ganizations for their efforts during
and after Hurricane Irene.

Since the aftermath of Hurricane
Irene, Cranford, Union, Millburn and
Springfield banded together to form
the Mayors’ Council on Rahway River
Watershed Flood Control, headed by
each municipality’s mayor and engi-
neer, to discuss ideas for controlling
Rahway River’s floodwaters.

Mountainside
Kenneth Disko, 48, of

Mountainside pleaded guilty to mak-
ing false representations for a gov-
ernment contract, a second-degree
offense, in state Superior Court in
Union County. Mr. Disko oversaw
construction projects for the
Westfield, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
and Tinton Falls school districts. He
was charged with accepting kickbacks
totaling $80,000, as well as orches-
trating a series of fraudulent contract
schemes.

County
The issuance of a report by the

Union County prosecutor in August
critical of how the 2010 MusicFest
was managed by the county was the
subject of exchanges between county
freeholders and a few county resi-
dents at the September freeholders
meeting. Later in the month, County
Manager Alfred Faella announced
that the county had implemented a
number of fiscal recommendations
made by the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office in time for the
September 2011 Union County Fair
featuring MusicFest.

Mr. Faella made the announcement
with the support of the freeholder
board, and through Finance Director
Bibi Taylor, who outlined a compre-
hensive list of corrective actions in
nine areas pertaining to the
prosecutor’s report.

Region
A rare October snow and ice storm

ripped through the area and para-
lyzed the region. Many trees and
branches still covered with colorful
fall foliage were split in half during
the October 29 event, downing nu-
merous power lines, creating danger-
ous conditions and leaving thousands
of residents and businesses without
electrical power just weeks after re-
covering from Hurricane Irene.

NOVEMBER
Westfield

The president of the Westfield
Board of Education, Julia Walker,
resigned effective at the end of the
month after an eight-and-a-half-year
tenure. Mrs. Walker said she had re-
emerged into the work force on a full-
time basis and that this, along with
family obligations, helped to make
her decision.

Westfield Firefighters Mutual
Benevolent Association Branch No.
30 Vice-President James Ryan ad-
dressed the town council regarding
the union’s desire for additional staff-
ing and funding of the fire depart-
ment.

Scotch Plains
Representatives from the group

overseeing the restoration of the his-
toric Frazee House announced a se-
ries of community meetings to im-
prove residents’ understanding about
the refurbishment efforts and what
should be done with the property.

After 12 years of service to the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Edu-
cation, Anthony Del Sordi officially
retired as business administrator and
board secretary.

The township council was asked by
residents of Sunset Place to perma-
nently close the entrance of their street
from Park Avenue. The street, which
connects to Union Avenue, has been
barricaded for two years while the
state Department of Transportation
completed a $5-million project aimed
at reducing congestion at the inter-
change of Route 22 with Park Avenue
and Bonnie Burn Road.

Fanwood
On the evening of November 1,

Monica G. Reiss, 59, of Fanwood
was struck and killed by a motorist as
she was crossing Midway Avenue on
her way home from the Fanwood
train station. The Scotch Plains and
Fanwood libraries honored her
memory by establishing a memorial
fund in her name in support of devel-
oping resources for people affected
by autism disorders.

Republicans swept all four council
races in Westfield on Election Day.
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, a two-
term Democratic incumbent facing
her first reelection challenge, won a
third term, while Democratic incum-
bent Councilman Russell Huegel and
his running mate, Kevin Boris, also
were victorious.

Cranford
Republicans Andis Kalnins and

Lisa Adubato Nesi won two seats on
Cranford’s Township Committee,
defeating Democrats, incumbent
mayor Dan Aschenbach and Thomas
Hannen, Jr. The GOP will have a 3-2
advantage in January.

Garwood
Democratic incumbents Louis

Petruzzelli and Sara Todisco swept
two Garwood Council races to main-
tain a 3-3 tie on the borough govern-
ing body, with Republican Mayor
Patricia Quattrocchi as the tiebreaker.

The school board approved the ter-
mination of the Clark/Garwood
shared-service agreement for busi-
ness administrator services.

Garwood’s borough council intro-
duced an ordinance to freeze longev-
ity benefits for employees.

County
Union County Freeholders Angel

Estrada and Chris Hudak, along with
Vernell Wright, defeated their Re-
publican challengers to maintain a 9-
0 majority on the board.

The freeholders hired outside at-
torneys to represent former county
manager George Devanney, as well
as the county itself, in a harassment
lawsuit filed by county employee
Richmond Lapolla, the brother of
former county manager Michael
Lapolla.

The Union County Human Rela-
tions Commission held a special pre-
sentation on gang awareness to in-
crease understanding in order to pre-
vent and reduce street violence in the
community.

Region
Summit Republican City Council-

woman Ellen Dickson won the race
for the mayor’s office, while
Kenilworth voters reelected Repub-
lican Mayor Kathi Fiamingo to a
second term.

With power mostly restored to
homes and businesses, area public
works crews and private contractors
turned their attention to cleanup ef-
forts involving the massive amount
of tree limbs and related brush gener-
ated from the October snowstorm
and left at curbside.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
said a study started nine years ago on
the levees along the Rahway River
was only 30 percent complete and $4
million under-funded.

DECEMBER
Westfield

A crowd of about 2,000 gathered
for the annual lighting of the Christ-
mas tree in Westfield’s north-side train
station parking lot.

Steel beams were placed in the
ground as the rebuilding of Ferraro’s
restaurant got underway. A fire de-
stroyed Ferraro’s, a Westfield landmark
for decades, in May.

Board members of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC), the
management entity of the Special Im-
provement District (SID), discussed
multiple upcoming promotions during
the holiday season aimed at generating
business in the downtown. The tree
lighting opened this year’s Welcome
Home to Westfield campaign, designed
to draw holiday shoppers to town.

The Westfield Town Council heard
complaints from a resident regarding
Department of Public Works (DPW)
lack of leadership and branch and

leaf pickup not being prioritized in
school areas. More complaints were
made on the placement of the Central
Avenue pedestrian-crossing signal.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
said the “majority of the town is ba-
sically finished” for branch and tree
pickup from the October storm, and
that all of the town’s DPW crews
would then be committed to leaf col-
lection.

Reporting on the district’s annual
audit, auditor Robert Morrison told
the Westfield Board of Education that
the bid-rigging scheme that led to
charges against the district’s busi-
ness administrator, engineer and three
contractors was all but impossible to
catch in district financials due to col-
lusion between the parties charged.

The Westfield Board of Education
unanimously passed upon its first
reading the district’s Code of Con-
duct policy.

Mountainside
Newly appointed Chief School

Administrator (CSA) Nancy
Lubarsky was present for her first
official Mountainside Board of Edu-
cation (BOE) meeting. Ms. Lubarsky
was hired in September and intro-
duced to the public at a board meet-
ing that month, but did not officially
begin her duties as CSA until No-
vember 14. Ms. Lubarsky also holds
the position of principal of
Beechwood Elementary School.

The Mountainside Board of
Education’s newly hired Chief School
Administrator (CSA), Nancy
Lubarsky, announced the hiring of
Joy Blom as the new supervisor of
curriculum and instruction for the
district, replacing Thomas Conroy,
who resigned earlier in the year.

Cranford
Township Mayor Daniel

Aschenbach said the online petition
opposing a proposed development
on Birchwood Avenue had garnered
more than 100 comments from resi-
dents. The mayor said he would take
the petition to Trenton and present it
to Governor Chris Christie and other
state officials.

Mayor Aschenbach said that
PSE&G officials were formulating a
plan to relocate the South Avenue
substation that flooded during Hurri-
cane Irene and led to a multi-day
power outage in Cranford and parts
of surrounding communities.

Township officials were in agree-
ment to spend more to essentially do
away with the first floor of the
Cranford Municipal Building and
build up and out. Damage from Hur-
ricane Irene wiped out the first floor
of the building, taking out the police
headquarters, 9-1-1 service, court-
room, TV-35 and other offices, as
well as damaging paperwork and
equipment.

Mayor Aschenbach bid adieu to
the township government, conclud-
ing a municipal government career
that began in the early 1980s and
ended in November when he was
defeated for reelection to his town-
ship committee seat.

Mayor Aschenbach said it was “ob-
viously outrageous” that a judge ruled
that the Birchwood Avenue develop-
ment, which calls for 360 housing
units to be built, could go forward.
The mayor said the township com-
mittee approved the filing with the
state Superior Court of a motion to
reconsider, adding that there is a
“strong case” for an appeal of the
judge’s ruling. The township has op-
posed the development, instead seek-
ing to turn the property into a reten-
tion basin in an effort to mitigate flood-
ing on nearby streets.

The mayor handed out certificates
of appreciation to members of the
Cranford High School varsity football
team, which won the state champion-
ship on December 3.

Scotch Plains
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board

of Education (BOE) honored the
Raiders junior varsity girls, high
school varsity girls and high school
varsity boys soccer teams for their
winning records, as well as the high
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FRESH FROM THE VINE…Ripe, red tomatoes were one of the many fresh
produce items offered at the Scotch Plains Marketplace on a Saturday morning
in August.

Christina Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HISTORIC ENGINE...The vintage Fanwood Fire Department’s ladder truck
wowed children and other onlookers at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Memorial Day
Parade on May 30.
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