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Never before has the word “Home”  meant so much.
May your holiday season be filled with what really matters to you, 

Shared in a place you call home.

HELPING FAMILIES FIND THEIR WAY HOME
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Branch Vice President 

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
A RIVER RUNS THROUGH IT…The Riverside Inn on North Avenue in Cranford
took the brunt of the floodwaters on August 28 after Hurricane Irene’s wrath.
Many areas in the township were inundated.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
LARGE AND IN CHARGE…At the Greek Fest, held at the Holy Trinity Greek
Orthodox Church in Westfield in June, Spartans guard the entrance so festival
attendees can enjoy traditional Greek food and entertainment.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
AMAZING RESCUE…A construction worker installing a sewer line on Knollwood
Terrace in Westfield became trapped when the trench he was working in
collapsed on June 11, imprisoning him in  mud. Numerous response teams from
throughout the area worked for hours to free the man.

2011 Year In Review: June Through December

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

JUNE
Westfield

Demolition of the Ferraro’s Res-
taurant building began in early June;
the landmark restaurant was de-
stroyed by fire a month earlier.

Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca was nominated by Gover-
nor Chris Christie to be a state Supe-
rior Court judge.

In an effort to stem traffic conges-
tion around Westfield High School, a
traffic consultant recommended four-
way stop signs at Rahway Avenue
and Dorian Road and Rahway Av-
enue and First Street; restricting the
hours when parking is allowed on the
south side of Dorian Road and cre-
ation of a bus drop-off on Rahway
Avenue.

Scotch Plains
The township council passed an

ordinance reducing the speed limit
on Cooper Road from 35 mph to 25
mph. The council also passed an or-
dinance to fund this year’s $1.1-mil-
lion capital budget.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Class of 2011 graduated 357
students during its commencement
ceremonies.

Fanwood
The borough council passed the

2011 municipal budget, calling for
$8.92 million in expenditures.

After hearing from residents at a
community meeting, borough au-
thorities, in an effort to increase safety
along Shady Lane and Poplar Place,
said they might sharply limit vehicu-
lar traffic on the two streets.

Cranford
The township committee approved

an ordinance amending the Riverfront
Redevelopment project, permitting
21 additional housing units to be built
in addition to the 106 already planned.

The township committee passed the
$31-million municipal budget for 2011.

Garwood
The Musial Group presented ar-

chitectural plans for the athletic field
complex to the borough council. Plans
call for the complex to include a
baseball field and a new field made of
artificial turf to be used for many
types of games, including soccer and
field hockey.

The council appointed Lieutenant
Bruce Underhill to replace retiring
Police Chief William Legg. He was
sworn in to his new position in July.

Mountainside
The borough council said a se-

verely damaged catch basin on Cedar
Avenue would be repaired soon, a
move that should cut down on flood-
ing issues on the street.

Retiring Supervisor of Curriculum
and Instruction Thomas Conroy urged
the board of education not to allocate
his duties among multiple staff mem-
bers, with a “shared-services” type
system, but proposed instead a full-
time staff position replacement.

County
Union County Democratic voters

elected incumbent Freeholders An-
gel Estrada and Chris Hudak and
their running mate, Vernell Wright,
in the June Primary Election to face
Republicans Andrew Smith and
Edwin Ortiz in November.

The Union County Freeholders
approved $14 million for improve-
ments to the county courthouse.

JULY
Westfield

Mark LoGrippo was sworn in as
Third Ward councilman, succeeding
Mark Ciarrocca. Mr. Ciarrocca had
resigned after being appointed a Su-
perior Court judge.

The planning board approved an
application to develop the North Av-
enue property that formerly was the
site of a White Diamond diner and
later was used by the now-closed
New Norris Chevrolet dealership. An
office building will be built on the
site.

The board of education approved
the appointment of Michael
Weissman as new assistant superin-
tendent of pupil services.

The board of education rejected a
motion to earmark an additional
$846,000 in state aid for tax relief.

Scotch Plains
Shackamaxon Golf and Country

Club and NJ Golf Partners filed law-
suits against the municipal govern-
ment, challenging the township’s
designation of the golf club property
as an area in need of rehabilitation
and the redevelopment plan that was

adopted earlier in the year.
Firefighters responded to a July 6

fire in a townhouse in Southwyck
Village.

The board of education began a
search for a replacement for Busi-
ness Administrator Anthony Del
Sordi, who announced his retirement
effective November 1.

State Superior Court Judge John
Malone signed an injunction in June
preventing all baseball from being
played, or practiced, on the turf field
at Union Catholic High School in
response to a lawsuit filed by a resi-
dent living near the high school field.

Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr said discus-

sions were ongoing regarding the
sharing of police services between
Fanwood and Scotch Plains.

Cranford
The zoning board of adjustment

turned down an application by Park-
way Sunoco, located at 401 North
Avenue, East, to renovate its facility,
including incorporating a new con-
venience store.

The township committee and flood
advisory committee met with the
Army Corps of Engineers to discuss
a study being performed by the Corps
on how to minimize flood damage in
Cranford along the Rahway River.

County
Union County Manager George

Devanney announced his retirement
effective August 1.

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders considered a
$150,000 contract for a countywide
study to evaluate the best locations to
place red-light cameras at intersec-
tions.

AUGUST
Westfield

Palmiro Ferraro, Inc. made changes
to its earlier designs for the new
Ferraro’s Restaurant after hearing
complaints from Westfield restaurant
owners that they did not adhere strictly
enough to the town’s liquor laws.

Westfield resident and former Third
Ward Councilman Mark Ciarrocca
was sworn in as a state Superior Court
judge in Union County. Approxi-
mately 100 people attended the swear-
ing-in, including several members of

the Westfield Town Council, mem-
bers of the judiciary and county and
state officials.

HSBC Bank USA decided to close
12 New Jersey branches, including
the Westfield branch, located on Elm
Street at North Avenue, and the
Millburn and Summit branches.

Disagreements about the Central
Avenue pedestrian-activated cross-
walk dominated Westfield Town
Council meetings all year in 2011. In
August, Mayor Andy Skibitsky
briefly adjourned a council meeting
when three members of the public
began shouting from the audience
regarding the crossing signal.

The mayor also referenced a 30-
page report from Police Chief John
Parizeau regarding the use and safety
of the pedestrian light. According to
the mayor, the report says it is a “safe
crossing for pedestrians, particularly
school-age children.”

Scotch Plains
Det. Lt. Brian Donnelly of the

Scotch Plains Police Department re-
ported in early August that there had
been three incidents in which resi-
dents helped the Scotch Plains police
solve three separate crimes.

The township council met again
with representatives overseeing the
restoration of the historic Frazee
House in an effort to speed up the
project that began nearly seven years
ago.

At a conference meeting, Andy
Calamaras, representing the Frazee
House restoration committee, said
that the restoration of the house itself
would cost $700,000 to $1 million,
depending in part on how faithful the
refurbishment stays to the original
design of the nearly 300-year-old
house.

Nearly 50 area residents, town of-
ficials, school administrators and
teachers turned out to hear State Sena-
tor Michael Doherty (R-23,
Hunterdon County) speak about his
“Fair School Funding Plan” at a town
hall meeting at the Scotch Hills Coun-
try Club.

Fanwood
The Fanwood Planning Board gave

its blessing to new Chippery owner
Brian Walter, unanimously approv-

ing a use variance for the South Av-
enue eatery. Mr. Walter, a Fanwood
resident, bought the place earlier this
year. Although the restaurant exists
in a residential zone, in the fall of
2010, the planning board agreed to
permit the “pre-existing non-con-
forming use” of the site.

The new Chippery owner sought
to build a basement, where he could
place his storage units; this would
allow him to maximize the space in
the restaurant.

In August, the borough council
discussed, and later approved, an or-
dinance that created a “No-Knock
List,” with an eye toward preventing
unwanted door-to-door soliciting.

Children attending Fanwood’s
National Night Out, held at LaGrande
Park, were treated to food, fun and a
movie.

Later in the month, Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr spoke of Cour-
age to Connect NJ’s efforts to force
the merger of Fanwood into Scotch
Plains. Since Scotch Plains and
Fanwood have a history of collabora-
tion and already share a school sys-
tem, they are on Courage to Connect
NJ’s radar, and the organization be-
gan gathering signatures on a peti-
tion in the local communities.

Mayor Mahr said she “knows
where the group is coming from,”
pointing to “angst and anger over
skyrocketing property taxes,” but said
she is not advocating consolidation.
She said she is pushing for further
shared services, so the borough can
“retain our own identity.”

In other borough news, Mayor
Mahr pointed to the “good news” that
site work had begun at the Fanwood
Crossings development at the corner
of Martine and South Avenues, where
Warren-based Elite Properties plans
to build a three-story, Victorian-style,
mixed-use building.

Mountainside
Mountainside Board of Education

(BOE) member Mary Beth
Schaumberg announced that the
Mountainside Education Association
(MEA) had filed a claim against the
BOE relating to an unfair labor prac-
tice in connection with how the dis-

trict pays long-term substitute teach-
ers.

In other BOE-related news, Chief
School Administrator (CSA) Jeanette
Baubles announced her resignation
effective November 1, an announce-
ment that came in the wake of the
resignation of Thomas Conroy, the
former supervisor of curriculum and
instruction.

Ms. Baubles joined the
Mountainside school district in 2007
as principal of Deerfield School. She
had been CSA since April 14, 2008.

Cranford
The State Superior Court, in late

July, ruled on a 2008 Builder’s Rem-
edy lawsuit filed by Cranford Devel-
opment Associates (CDA) against
Cranford Township and its planning
board. The ruling allows CDA to
build 360 units, 54 of them being
affordable, at 215 Birchwood Av-
enue, which the CDA owns.

Mayor Dan Aschenbach urged resi-
dents to sign a petition protesting the
court’s decision. He said he would do
everything possible to alert residents
to the dangers of flooding, excess
traffic and the increased burden to
infrastructure if the project were to
move forward.

In late August, Hurricane Irene
plowed through Union County.
Floodwaters raged down Springfield
Avenue onto North Avenue after
Irene’s wrath. Vast areas of Cranford
were under water, including
Brookside Avenue near the high
school, Holley Street near Garwood,
Springfield Avenue and Nomahegan
Park.

The PSE&G electric substation in
Cranford that services much of the
power grid for the region, from
Cranford to Fanwood, was under
about 10 feet of water. Repairing this
extensive damage was key to restor-
ing full power to the area.

Garwood
The Garwood Borough Council

voted to introduce a pilot program
for bulk waste pickup this year.

Councilman James Mathieu said
he had concerns with Garwood Pub-
lic Works personnel performing the

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
ANTICIPATION…Republican Westfield Council members, along with family
and friends, await the results on Election Night at the James Ward Mansion. The
GOP swept the election, returning all four incumbents to their council seats.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
HEROES...Veterans cruise the parade route atop a float encased in flags during
the Westfield Memorial Day Parade held May 30. Thousands cheered and
marched during the annual event.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
GOOD LUCK, GRADUATES…Westfield High School held its commencement
ceremony on June 23 in the Westfield National Guard Armory, at which time 445
students received their diplomas.
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