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WAX OFFER
FOR FIRST  TIME GUEST

*

CALL NOW TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATION! 520 North Avenue Garwood, NJ 07027
(Across From Shop Rite)

www.waxcenter.com

*Ask For Details

908.789.1515

Virginia Garcia Presents...
Luxury New Homes For The New Year

Owned & operated by NRT LLC.One Of The Top 10 Agents In Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage’s #1 Office In The Metro New York Area!

Virginia Garcia
Sales Associate
Multi-Million Dollar Club • President’s Circle
NJAR® Circle Of Excellence, 2007-2010

Cell:   (201) 259-8291
Direct:  (908) 301-2030
garciavirg7@yahoo.com
www.virginiagarcia.net
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ
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106 Arlington Road, Cranford $799,000 601 Norwood Drive, Westfield $1,049,000

9 Karen Terrace, Westfield $895,000 1738 Boulevard, Westfield $890,00080 Tamaques Way, Westfield $985,000
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Photo courtesy of Leigh Mary Bannworth
OUI OUI…In early December, the Bannworth family of Westfield read The
Westfield Leader during a visit to the Christkindlmarkt in Strasbourg, France.

Courtesy of Bob Cozzolina
MERRY CHRISTMAS…Bob Cozzolina enjoys The Westfield Leader and sends
Season’s Greeting to all from Xiamen, China.

An Attitude of Gratitude
Makes the Holidays Bright

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HO, HO, HO…Santa paid a visit to Fanwood on Saturday and made stops at over
300 homes. Children could hear him riding around town on the Fanwood fire truck.

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD - As Christmas
quickly approaches, everyone is
out-and-about scrambling to get last
minute gifts, crowding stores and
roadways making even the simple
trip for one forgotten item a lengthy
lesson in patience. It seems funny
how “the most wonderful time of
the year” can easily become the
most stressful time of the year.

The hoopla associated with the
Christmas season, which now be-
gins at Halloween, starts with whirl-
wind shopping, overspending, over-
eating and the attitude of enough is
never enough.

I was beginning to dread the holi-
day as much as I have always
dreaded the cold when something
happened making me realize that
Christmas is not about the perfect
gift, but more about being grateful
for what we already have. Let’s
face it...compared to most we have
a lot.

This year, I began volunteering
as a Court Appointed Special Ad-
vocate (CASA), a role that requires
me to be the child’s voice in court
for children who are under the su-
pervision of the Division of Youth
and Family Services (DYFS) and
living mainly in foster care.

As I scrambled to buy a gift for a
child I was just beginning to get to
know, I meandered in and out of
stores looking for the perfect some-
thing for a child whose life had
been anything but. I finally decided
on a practical basket of toiletries

and a gift card.
I worried that my gift would not

be exactly what my CASA child
wanted, that she would turn her
nose up and respond sarcastically,
“Great...it’s what I’ve always
wanted,” especially since my own
kids provided me with fool-proof
links to all the items on their long
Christmas lists.

Little did I know it did not really
matter what I gave her. She would
have been happy with anything be-
cause the presents I came bearing
were for her and only her. Giving
my CASA the few gifts I brought
and watching her young face light
up with joy humbled me. For all she
did not have, she definitely had an
attitude of gratitude.

When you encounter someone
who has nothing, or has lost every-
thing including a place to call home,
it puts things into perspective.

This holiday, remember to be
grateful for all you have and be
generous to those not as fortunate.
Take it from me, gratitude opens
your heart as well as your eyes and
really puts things into perspective.

To learn more about CASA, or to
become a volunteer, visit
www.casaofunioncounty.org.


