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Spoof To Benefit Gilda’s
Club Posted On YouTube

ZUMBA SPOOF...An original comedic performance piece called Z-Mumba was
created by Westfield writers Emma Schwartz and Jennifer Principato to help
raise money and awareness for Gilda’s Club Worldwide/Cancer Support Com-
munity, as part of the Woman’s Club of Westfield’s State Federation Project.
Pictured, front row, left to right, are: May Manchester, Dolores Geisow, Tiffany
Annese, Jennifer Principato, Emma Schwartz and Marta Villafani. Bottom row,
left to right, are: Jen Hanselman, Daria MacDonald, Dania Aguero, Roseanne
Kurstedt, Eva Natiello, Jackie Weiner and Peggy Daaleman.

WESTFIELD – Westfield writers
Emma Schwartz and Jennifer
Principato have released an original
comedic performance piece, called Z-
Mumba, to help raise money and aware-
ness about Gilda’s Club Worldwide/
Cancer Support Community, as part of
the Woman’s Club of Westfield’s State
Federation Project. This spoof feeds
off the Zumba craze that has taken over
fitness centers throughout the globe.
The fully edited 3-minute version will
be posted online for the general public
to view beginning at 12 a.m. on De-
cember 9 with a direct link to a dona-
tion page where 100 percent of the
proceeds go to Gilda’s Club. To view
the spoof go to: www.youtube.com/
watch?v=LqvstB9tmRk

Many remember the comedienne,
Gilda Radner, famous for her outra-
geous antics, especially those on Sat-
urday Night Live. Gilda was diag-
nosed with ovarian cancer in 1989;
her wish was that no one should face
cancer alone.

New Jersey is home to four Gilda’s
Club/Wellness Center facilities. These
support agencies are free for those
living with cancer and their families.
They also welcome cancer survivors
and those who have lost a loved one
to cancer. Their mission is to offer
support via networking groups, talks,
workshops and social events in a non-
residential home-like setting.

Everyone involved in the produc-
tion volunteered their talent and time
to make the video including local
filmmaker, Gregory Principato who
was the Director of Photography,
along with Kean University film stu-
dent Gregory Mirda of Union, Gre-

gory Leone of Staten Island, and
Stuart and Susan Schnitzer of Edison,
and Abbie Paone. Christopher Annese
of Curl Films in Westfield donated
his services to edit the project. The
film equipment was donated by Key-
stone Pictures, Inc., Yvette’s Dance
Studio in Cranford allowed us to use
the dance studio, in which the video
was shot, free of charge.

“We are so proud of what we were
able to accomplish in such a short
amount of time with no budget. If it
weren’t for the support of the com-
munity and our many volunteers, this
project wouldn’t have happened. Our
cast and crew, both professional and
novice, committed to a full eight-
hour day, our local restaurants, in-
cluding Bensi, Tarantella’s, Mama
Lou’s Deli, Manhattan Bagels, Clyne
and Murphy Caterers and Stop and
Shop all donated platters of food and
beverages to help feed our cast crew
throughout the day. We had people
show up from all over bringing us
food and helping in any way they
could.” Mrs. Principato concurred.

“Our goal is to make people laugh
and at the same time raise money for
a charity that is so dear to us,” Mrs.
Schwartz, who also directed the
project, announced. “I couldn’t be
happier with the final product and
hope everyone will take a few min-
utes out of their day to view it and
even more importantly, enjoy what
they see and want to give to a wonder-
ful charity!”

For more information, contact Jen-
nifer Lamb, publicist, at (908) 656-
6419 or
aijenlamb.publicist@gmail.com.

‘My Week with Marilyn’
Seven Days in Analysis

3 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

There are countless beautiful actresses
in Hollywood, but as we are reminded by
director Simon Curtis’s “My Week with
Marilyn,” based on the fond remembrance
by Colin Clark, none with the mystique
Marilyn Monroe possessed. The inscru-
tability lives, nicely evoked in this latest
effort to make sense of the je ne sais quoi
and its associated tragedy.

While we all acquire a coming of age
tale, Mr. Clark’s passage to maturity,
portrayed by Eddie Redmayne, just hap-
pened to intersect with the famous siren in
question. Though the story starts off slow,
centered around the combative meeting
of Marilyn and Laurence Olivier on the
set of “The Prince and the Showgirl”
(1957), in good time we are seduced.

Of course it can’t help being a tad
gossipy, streaming meaty allusions to the
favorite myths and lore and offering a few
more to contemplate in the bargain. It’s
all done within a dreamy but nonetheless
sober framework, Mr. Clark doubtlessly,
and perhaps melancholically, attempting
to make unique his bittersweet tête-à-tête
with the starlet.

Problematic at first, we quickly realize
that Miss Monroe’s beauty cannot be
successfully imitated, otherwise some-
body would have. But giving credit where
it is due, though her facial features more
resemble Ava Gardner’s (just color the
hair), Michelle Williams does capture
much of the allure that was Marilyn. It’s
a complex challenge, met rather well.

The same goes for Kenneth Branagh as
Olivier. Though nowhere near as pos-
sessing of the great thespian’s handsome-
ness, the noted Shakespearean is other-
wise a natural. Pompous and outraged,
but all the same as smitten by the blonde
bombshell as is the young storyteller to
be, his Sir Larry provides the filmmaker
with excellent balance.

The setting is Pinewood Studios and
the British countryside. The kingdom is
all abuzz with the fair damsel’s visit. And
both stars, exact opposites at their craft,
expect no less than total Sturm und Drang.
Witnessing the self-fulfilling prophecy
is our fledging movie biz wannabe, hav-
ing gained his front seat to the fireworks
through pure determination.

Even Colin’s landed gentry folks
couldn’t get him anything higher up than
3rd assistant director and personal gofer
to Mr. Olivier. But that’s just fine for the
star struck young lad who soon finds
himself a buffer between Monroe and
those forces, real and imagined, bent on
destroying her. She has brought her cu-
riously sad mishegoss to the scene.

There’s nothing very new here aside
from the details surrounding the making
of the movie Mr. Olivier, much to his
exasperation, chose to direct. However,
by portraying several matters and situa-

tions in an objective context, the mostly
sympathetic look at Marilyn does es-
tablish an angle from which viewers
might draw their own conclusions.

The pathology is your familiar, hack-
neyed, little girl abandoned syndrome.
Now grown, she’s an idol, with lots of
power. Hence, subconsciously or not,
Marilyn will wreak her revenge on any-
one who becomes enamored of her.
Dare fly near the flame and you might
be consumed. Poor hubby Arthur Miller,
fleeing the set, bellows, “She’s devour-
ing me!”

We can only hope Colin doesn’t be-
come Pip to Miss Monroe’s albeit beau-
tiful variation on Miss Haversham.
Milton Greene (Dominic Cooper), her
business partner, whose real-life son is
currently contending Clark’s work is
complete fantasy, warns Colin. He’s
been there. Since discarded and rel-
egated to gatekeeper, he assures the
same fate awaits Colin.

Meanwhile, as filming trudges ardu-
ously, often delayed by Norma Jean’s
tardiness or Olivier’s outbursts of im-
patience, a war between the orthodox
thespian and the method actress ensues.
Adding fuel to the pyre, Marilyn’s act-
ing coach, confidante and advocate,
Paula Strasberg (Zoë Wanamaker), wife
of Stanislavski guru Lee, is forever med-
dling.

What makes the enmity especially
engaging, however, is the rather am-
biguous mutual admiration society that
evolves. Annoyed when Marilyn can’t
do a scene because she “doesn’t feel it,”
he drones, “That’s why it’s called act-
ing.” Yet, when she gets it right, he
marvels at her natural instinct. Terri-
fied, she so wants to please the theatri-
cal legend.

So, to a backdrop continually em-
phasizing what an international celeb-
rity and showbiz phenomenon Marilyn
is, we become engaged in a quandary of
fame, privilege and the currency that is
beauty. Let’s face it: If Miss Monroe
were just plain Jane Doe and acted out
her anxieties with such resultant disqui-
etude, we’d doubtfully issue her a pass.

It’s a familiar conundrum…a disser-
vice often attending famous folks cruis-
ing for a bruising. Still, while neither
profound nor revelatory, Mr. Curtis’s
seemingly responsible treatment offers
a buffet of food for thought. And thus,
viewers with a taste for mulling such
matters will want to put “My Week with
Marilyn” on their movie-going calen-
dar.

…
 “My Week with Marilyn,” rated R,

is a Weinstein Company release di-
rected by Simon Curtis and stars
Michelle Williams, Kenneth Branagh
and Eddie Redmayne. Running time:
99 minutes

NJWA…Registration is currently un-
derway at the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts Music Studio for its winter
session, which runs from January 3 to
March 31. Instrumental and vocal
music lessons, for both children and
adults, are given in a 30, 45 or 60-
minute format. For more information,
visit the NJWA Music Studio at 150-
152 East Broad Street, Westfield, phone
(908) 789-9696 or log on to the web site
at www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

Erica Bradshaw Joins The Faculty Of
New Jersey Youth Theater

Director of the Actor’s Theater of Lou-
isville and directed and taught acting
classes at the University of Kentucky,
where she received a Kentucky Center
of the Arts grant for her workshop:
Ideas, Thoughts, Words: ACTION. She
holds numerous Regional Theater
credits which include: As You Like It,
Actors Theatre of Louisville; Romeo
and Juliet, Seattle Shakespeare Com-
pany, and The Syringa Tree, Delaware
Theatre Company, where she received
a nomination for the 2006 Barrymore
award for best actress. She is a gradu-
ate of the University of North Caro-
lina School of the Arts.

For more information on Ms
Bradshaw’s classes and the New Jer-
sey Youth Theatre, please contact
info@njyouththeatre or visit
www.njyouththeatre.org or call (908)
233-3200.

WESTFIELD – Stage and televi-
sion actress, Erica Bradshaw, has
joined the faculty of New Jersey Youth
Theater, and is currently teaching act-
ing classes through the spring semes-
ter. Ms. Bradshaw recently returned
from a successful run of Yellowman, a
play about how racism distorts an
African-American community in
South Carolina, presented by the Mil-
waukee Repertory Theater.
www.jsonline.com/entertainment/
arts.

Since 2005, Ms. Bradshaw has had
a recurring role on “Law and Order:
SVU,” and holds numerous acting
credits on television and the stage.
She has worked with Julianna
Margulies on “The Good Wife” and
with Dennis Leary on the F/X show,
“Rescue Me.”

Ms. Bradshaw is a former Associate

Efrat Shapira Joins Staff of
NJWA Music Studio

WESTFIELD - Ted Schlosberg,
Founder and Executive Director of
the New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts, is pleased to announce that Efrat
Shapira, an accomplished
performer who will be
teaching violin, viola, pi-
ano and vocal music, has
joined the staff of the
Music Studio.

Ms. Shapira possesses
a wealth of professional
experience in the music
industry. A graduate of
both Indiana University
with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree and of the
University of Tennessee
with a Master of Music
degree, Ms. Shapira taught both pri-
vate and group instruction for the
past 15 years. She draws upon Suzuki,
American, Russian and contempo-

rary schools for music education and
includes technical development based
on the study of movement and tech-
nique, including the Alexander and

Feldenkrais techniques
and physiology and phys-
ics.

 In addition to teaching,
Ms. Shapira is an experi-
enced performer. She re-
cently completed the in-
ternational Broadway tour
of Oliver and has been the
concertmistress for several
Olivia Newton John con-
certs. She has also played
in numerous orchestras in
New York, Tennessee,
South Carolina, Indiana,

Kentucky and Israel, and is the
founder of JADE Quartet, an all-girl
string quartet that plays all types of
music, even jazz, with no arrange-
ments. They have recorded for such
notables as Ja Rule and Ashanti.

An arranger, composer and per-
former, Ms. Shapira’s experience
spans most genres of music such as
classical, jazz, country, R&B, gos-
pel, swing and musical theater. Her
credits include TV appearances, re-
cording soundtracks, and appear-
ances alongside various artists such
as Zubin Mehta, Kurt Mazur, David
Baker, Harry Whitaker, Joe
Magnarelli, Rusty Holloway, Charlie
Acuff, Mark O’Connor, Red Spyda,
and Bobbie Eakes.

The NJWA Music Studio provides
instrumental and vocal lessons to both
children and adults, in addition to
giving area musicians the opportu-
nity to play in its many bands, or-
chestras and ensembles, among the
NJWA Concert Band, NJWA Sum-
mer Symphony, Rockin’ Jazz Band,
International-American Alphorn So-
ciety Ensemble, Simply Strings and
the Saturday Matinee Orchestra.

For more information, visit the
NJWA Studios at 150-152 East Broad
Street, Westfield, phone (908) 789-
9696 or log on to the web at
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

Efrat Shapira

STORY TIME…Donned in pajamas, children at McKinley Elementary School
in Westfield enjoy listening to a story by Head Custodian Joe Hahn, one of several
guest readers at McKinley’s recent Family Reading Night. The reading night,
complete with milk and cookies, was a highlight of the school’s fall Scholastic
Book Fair.

SHARING TALENTS...Sophomore Theatre Arts students from the Union County
Academy For Performing Arts, part of the Union County Vocational Technical
School District, share their acting talents with the young students at the Wesley
Hall Performing Arts Club. Erica Ripperger of Westfield, pictured fourth from
left, and Kyra Morling of Fanwood, right, did acting exercises and performed
some short skits with the children during their visit.

Westfield Library to Mark
Charles Addams’ 100th

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library will present a pro-
gram on the 100th anniversary of
Charles Addams’ birth. It will take
place on Saturday, January 7, at
10:30 a.m. at the library, located at
550 East Broad Street.

Addams, a
Westfield native and
cartoonist with a par-
ticularly macabre
sense of humor, was
the creator of “The
Addams Family,” a
popular television
show of the 1960s.
Addams aficionado
Ron MacCloskey will
present the program on Addams’ cen-
tennial.

A Westfield native himself, Mr.
MacCloskey discovered at an early
age that he could draw and loved
cartooning. As a hobby, he fell in
love with monster movies, which
led to his enjoyment of “The Addams
Family.”

Mr. MacCloskey started collect-

ing memorabilia and now owns more
than 100 items. In 1991, when
Paramount’s The Addams Family
film came out, he approached the
town with the idea of doing some-
thing special to honor Mr. Addams.

Consequently, Mr.
MacCloskey founded
a scholarship, gave
multiple talks and had
the Addams house on
Elm Street in
Westfield declared a
historic landmark.

This program will
be free and open to
Westfield Memorial
Library and MURAL

cardholders. MURAL cardholders
belong to libraries that are part of
the Middlesex Union Reciprocal
Agreement Libraries. To find out if
a library participates, visit the
Westfield Memorial Library website,
wmlnj.org. To register for the pro-
gram, visit wmlnj.org and click on
the Online Calendar, or call (908)
789-4090, extension no. 7951.

Celebrity Soloists Join WSO
For New Year’s Eve Festivities

WESTFIELD - On Saturday,
December 31, at 7 p.m., the fully
professional Westfield Symphony
Orchestra (WSO) under the baton
of Maestro David Wroe
will present That’s
Entertainment, a revue
of the golden age of the
American musical
featuring four
outstanding soloists
direct from the
Broadway stage.

WSO welcomes so-
prano Sandra Joseph
who has performed for
millions during her ten-
year run as Christine
Daae in The Phantom of
the Opera. Sandra has
the distinct honor of
holding the record as the
longest-running leading
lady in Broadway’s
longest-running show.
She has also performed
with the acclaimed New
York City Opera and in
concert venues and re-
gional theaters across
the country and has fre-
quently been seen on TV
in Law and Order, One
Life to Live and As the
World Turns as well as
on many news and talk
shows.

WSO will also be
joined by dynamic and
versatile performer of
cabaret, theater and op-
era, mezzo-soprano
Minda Larsen who was
recently seen as the lead
roles of the Fairy Queen
in Iolanthe  and as
Rapunzel in
Rapunzarella White ,
both in New York City.

As a cabaret artist,
Minda has achieved
huge success off-Broad-
way and regionally in
cabaret festivals in Mi-
ami and Orlando. A featured head-
line entertainer on five-star cruise
liners, Minda has traveled to all
seven continents with her cabaret
shows.

The New Year’s Eve celebration
also features Peter Lockyer who, as
well as performing with symphony

orchestras across the country, has
played leading roles in some of
Broadway’s most popular shows:
Chris in Miss Saigon, Marius in the

10th Anniversary pro-
duction of Les
Miserables, Rodolfo in
Baz Luhrmann’s criti-
cally acclaimed produc-
tion of La Boheme. He
was also a longtime cast
member of Broadway’s
The Phantom of the Op-
era. Peter is also a tal-
ented actor and direc-
tor.

WSO is also excited
to welcome Maxime de
Toledo, an actor and
singer who has ap-
peared regularly on TV
in movies, as well as on
the New York stage.
Maxime has performed
many operatic roles
throughout the world
and recently made his
Metropolitan Opera de-
but as the Priest Inquisi-
tor in the new produc-
tion of Don Carlo.

An event for the
whole family, this
friendly cabaret–style
concert full of fun,
musical finesse and
virtuoso performances
is sure to delight young
and not so young alike.
With a 7 p.m. start and a
convenient Westfield
High School location,
the concert is a perfect
beginning to New
Year’s Eve revels.

The WSO recom-
mends that audience
members make reserva-
tions as soon as pos-
sible as tickets are sell-
ing fast and last year’s
concert was a sell-out.
Tickets in advance are
$40 for general admis-

sion and $70 for preferred seating
($45 and $75 at the door, if avail-
able). Tickets may be purchased on
line at www.westfieldsymphony.org
(where audience members can se-
lect seats, print tickets, and avoid
the $6 handling fee) or by calling
(908) 232-9400.

Sandra Joseph

Peter Lockyer

Minda Larsen

Maxime de Toledo

The Addams Family


