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Never before has the word “Home”  meant so much.
May your holiday season be filled with what really matters to you, 

Shared in a place you call home.
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Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
FERRARO’S FIRE...A six-alarm fire raged through Ferraro’s Restaurant in
Westfield on May 5, destroying the landmark establishment. Twenty-one fire
departments from surrounding towns were on hand to help fight the blaze, which
burned out of control for three hours.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CRAWFISH FESTIVAL...Although not at the New Orleans Jazz Festival,
residents enjoy crawfish and jambalaya at 16 Prospect Street in Westfield while
dining outside on May 1.

2011 Year In Review: January Through May
JANUARY
Westfield

The Westfield Town Council held its
annual reorganization meeting where
Mayor Andy Skibitsky told residents that
with the town facing a 2-percent budget
cap and decreases in both revenue and
state aid, “the issues are complex and the
stakes are high.”

The planning board voted 5-3 to allow
developer Michael Mahoney to be re-
lieved of having to preserve a circa 1785
house located on the corner of Karen
Terrace and East Broad Street.

The planning board approved an ap-
plication by Mexican restaurant chain
Chipotle Mexican Grille on January 5 for
variances regarding two properties, one
at 109 East Broad Street and the other at
112 Prospect Street, involved with the
eventual installation of a Chipotle fran-
chise at 109 East Broad Street. Both
properties are owned by Westfield-based
company Al Specter LLC.

Edison Intermediate School held its
first annual Fine Arts Day featuring work-
shops run by local artists.

Central Avenue residents Maria
Carluccio and Adina Enculescu, as the
would do throughout the year, continued
to voice their complaints regarding the
placement of a pedestrian crossing signal
on Ms. Enculescu’s front lawn to the
mayor and council.

The council approved a resolution ap-
pointing Gordon Meth as the town’s “on-
call traffic safety and engineering ser-
vices consultant” at a price not to exceed
$11,000. Town Administrator James
Gildea said the “main project for this
year” would be the Westfield High School
(WHS) area traffic and parking issues.

The Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad
celebrated its 75th anniversary with a
proclamation from Mayor Skibitsky.

The Westfield Board of Education
(BOE) unanimously approved a new
school-facility- and program-naming
policy giving permission to board mem-
bers to name school buildings, separate
school facilities, both on school grounds
and within school buildings, and pro-
grams by a formal action. The policy also
states that the board welcomes sugges-
tions from members of the community in
the naming of school buildings, facilities
and programs.

Scotch Plains
Mayor Nancy Malool began her third

year as mayor, telling residents that the
answer to property-tax relief “lies in the
hands of our Governor and Legislature.”
The mayor said the solution to rising
property taxes lies “not in a 2-percent
[property tax] cap full of holes, it’s not in
reducing teacher and superintendent sala-
ries, it’s not in taking away municipal

home rule to the point where we’ve been
rendered useless.”

Democratic Councilman Kevin Glover
was sworn in for a second term, along
with Democrat Michael Marcus, who
began his first term on council.

The township government considered
a proposal by cellular telephone service
provider Metro PCS to erect an antenna
tower at the public works department
property on Plainfield Avenue.

The Scotch Plains Management Cor-
poration (SPMC) submitted a 2011 bud-
get to the township council that would be
financed by the flat $400 assessment per
property. The $85,600 operating pro-
posal would be financed by about $67,000
in property assessments and $18,000 in
funds carried over from 2010.

The township council considered an
ordinance to revise the municipal zoning
regulations by adding the category of
“Special Needs Schools” as a permitted
conditional use in the B-1 Business Zone.
Approval of the ordinance would allow
the Newmark School, a special-needs
school with facilities currently in
Plainfield and Carteret, to consolidate its
services at the former Verizon building at
1000 Cellar Avenue.

BOE members discussed the possibil-
ity of eliminating the aid-in lieu-of-bus-
ing payments currently in place for the
2011-2012 budget for parents sending
their children to private schools.

SPMC considered sponsoring a car
show in the spring on East Second Street
in an attempt to spotlight a street that one
SPMC board member admitted had been
a “stepchild” for the past 20 years.

Fanwood
Democratic Councilwoman Katherine

Mitchell and Republican Councilman
Anthony Parenti were sworn in for new
three-year terms on the borough council.

Mayor Colleen Mahr announced that
suspects in a January 7 burglary and
attempted burglary in Fanwood were
apprehended. “My hat goes off to the
Fanwood Police Department,” said the
mayor, who noted that Police Chief Rich-
ard Trigo made use of a police “intelli-
gence system” to alert other departments
and coordinate the investigation.

The 2011 Union County Saint Patrick’s
Day Parade Committee named David Bell
of Fanwood as grand marshal of the 15th
Annual Union County Saint Patrick’s
Day Parade.

Garwood
Patricia Quattrocchi took over as the

second woman mayor in the borough’s
170-year history and the first Republican
mayor in years as the GOP officially took
a 4-3 majority on the governing body
during Garwood’s reorganization meet-
ing. Also sworn in were new GOP coun-

cil members James Mathieu and Victor
DeFilippo.

Mayor Quattrocchi said that one of the
main concerns going into 2011 was the
need to restore the community’s eco-
nomic balance through cuts in the mu-
nicipal budget.

The BOE continued to discuss whether
or not to join the Union County energy
plan to have solar panels installed on the
roof of Lincoln School.

Mayor Quattrocchi announced that
items on her agenda for the new year
would include reinstating bulk garbage
pickup for residents, tackling the 2011-
2012 budget, communicating with her
community and listening to the voices of
Garwood’s residents, and completing
renovations to the athletic and recreation
facility that had been in the works since
the late 1990s.

The debate on whether or not to bid out
the borough’s new athletic/recreation field
plan remained on the table for the coun-
cil.

Cranford
Democrats took the majority on the

Cranford Township Council as commit-
tee members Mark Smith, who served as
mayor in 2010, and Martha Garcia, deputy
mayor last year, were replaced by Demo-
crats Kevin Campbell and Edward
O’Malley.

The township committee introduced
an ordinance to end paid parking on
Centennial Avenue. “This is something
we need to do for businesses along Cen-
tennial Avenue,” Commissioner Edward
O’Malley said. The ordinance would re-
move pay stations on the thoroughfare, a
move Mayor Daniel Aschenbach said
was needed to boost business activity.

Mayor Aschenbach said the township
committee was “deep in the budget pro-
cess,” and reported that a review of the
2011 budget had led to a reduction from
what was a $3-million gap at the outset to
a level that was now “closer to $1.7
million.”

County
Deborah Scanlon took leadership of

the Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders as the board’s chairwoman for
2011. In addition, Linda Carter was sworn
in as the newest freeholder and Dan
Sullivan and Bette Jane Kowalski began
their sixth and third terms, respectively.

The Freeholders awarded a consulting
services contract for the development of
an ice-skating rink feasibility study. The
county planned to construct a new rink at
Oak Ridge Park in Clark to replace the
Warinanco Rink in Roselle as part of its
master plan for the park.

Region
The Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-

ity (RVSA) board of commissioners ap-

proved a budget of $26.5 million for
2011. While the spending plan repre-
sented a $1.2-million drop from last year,
RVSA’s 11 member towns saw increases
in their assessments after they received
reductions in 2010. Highlights of this
year’s budget included a 8.7-percent re-
duction in the authority’s operating bud-
get, which was essentially even with the
2008 operating budget.

Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) began his
second term in the House of Representa-
tives.

Martin Luther King, Jr.’s legacy lived
on as area residents gathered for a day of
remembrance through ceremonies, cel-
ebrations and memorials.

A bankruptcy court approved the sale
of The Office Beer Bar and Grill restau-
rant locations and related leases and as-
sets for $4.67 million by CB Holding
Corp. to Villa Enterprises, Ltd., LLC.
The Office locations include the former
Jolly Trolley in Westfield and The Office
restaurants in Cranford and Summit. The
company, which also operates 20 Charlie
Brown’s Steakhouses, filed for Chapter
11 bankruptcy November 11, 2010 in
Delaware.

FEBRUARY
Westfield

The town council adopted an ordi-
nance setting “not to exceed” limits for
memberships to the Westfield Memorial
Pool, which also established new mem-
bership categories for families of five or
more and families of four or less. This
new ordinance would allow the council to
raise fees solely by resolution in the future.

Former Westfield Police Chief Anthony
Scutti died at his home. Mr. Scutti had
been a member of the Westfield Police
Department for over 41 years, beginning
as a patrolman in 1959. He was appointed
police chief in 1986.

First Ward Councilman and Public
Works Committee Chairman Frank Arena
stated that the town had seen more than
five feet of snow since the December 2010
blizzard and had spent $30,000 on salt and
$100,000 in overtime. The town applied
for $100,000 in FEMA aid for the bliz-
zard.

Mayor Skibitsky and the town council
unanimously passed resolutions setting
the 2011 salaries for all union fire depart-
ment and municipal employees represented
by the Firemen’s Mutual Benevolent As-
sociation and the Communication Work-
ers of America (CWA). For 2011, the 22
firefighter salaries ranged from $79,025 to
$90,436; the eight lieutenant salaries
ranged from $98,462 to $100,578, and the
four battalion chief salaries ranged from
$107,302 to $109,419. Both unions ac-
cepted a 0-percent increase in 2010 and a
2.5-percent increase for 2011 as part of

their contracts. The CWA salaries for 2011
ranged from $34,116 to $70,820.

BOE member Gary McCready an-
nounced that he would not seek another
term.

A Clark municipal judge threw out most
of the charges against three men following
a 2009 late-night house party in Westfield
during a four-hour-plus trial, calling ac-
tions by police “unlawful.” On December
23, 2009, the men – including a father and
son – were arrested after multiple police
units responded to the 500 block of Bou-
levard on a report of possible intoxicated
individuals. The judge suppressed most
charges against the defendants, question-
ing the judgment of three Westfield police
officers.

Scotch Plains
The Shackamaxon Golf & Country

Club, located on Shackamaxon Drive in
Scotch Plains, received at least five bids
for its 145-acre property, including at least
one from a developer.

The township council haggled over
possible appointments. A consensus was
reached to name Casey Woodruff as pub-
lic defender. And, after much discussion
about whether the council was rushing the
appointment process, Maser Associates
was named township planner.

Reacting to the planned sale of
Shackamaxon Country Club, the munici-
pal government announced it would in-
vestigate the possibility of relocating sev-
eral municipal facilities on the north side
of the township – including the municipal
building, library and public works depart-
ment – to the golf course property. Several
zoning and other land-use changes would
be considered for implementing the pro-
posal.

As rumors surfaced over a sale of the
95-year-old Shackamaxon Golf & Coun-
try Club, the club announced the pending
sale to RDC Golf Group, operators of the
Forsgate Country Club in Monroe Town-
ship. Shackamaxon President Robert
Schwartz said, in a letter to members, that
the next step was “to move as expedi-
tiously as possible to complete and ex-
ecute a formal purchase agreement,” which
would be subject to approval of the
Shackamaxon membership.

Despite the pending sale of
Shackamaxon, the township council
moved forward with a request that the
planning board evaluate whether the golf
property and several township properties
should be designated as areas in need of
rehabilitation, a move that Mayor Nancy

Malool said would protect against the golf
course property being developed into resi-
dential housing in the future.

In response, the Scotch Plains Planning
Board voted unanimously to move a reso-
lution forward that would designate por-
tions of the township as areas in need of
rehabilitation.

The SPMC board of directors evaluated
a proposal from an event planner as it
moved forward on sponsoring a car show
later in the spring on East Second Street.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Edu-
cation officials said the draft budget for
2011-2012 showed a spending plan of
$75,602,320, an increase of $48,000 from
last year’s budget. Business Administra-
tor Anthony Del Sordi reported that grant
money estimated for the upcoming school
year had increased from $1,420,000 in
2010 to $1,520,000 for 2011-2012.

The township’s planning board ap-
proved an application by McDonald’s res-
taurants to tear down and completely re-
vamp its location at 162 Route 22, West, at
Union Avenue.

Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr said the borough’s

“best-case scenario” regarding the
borough’s 2011 budget was that revenue
and expenses “will be flat;” however, she
said the borough expected state aid to
decrease again at the same time when
health-insurance costs would likely in-
crease by about 16 percent.

Garwood
Supporters of the borough’s athletic

field project called for moving ahead,
while council members explained the
schedule for reviewing the finances. The
head of the Little League program, resi-
dent Mark Kessler, again brought his plead-
ings to the table over the plan that has been
in the works for more than 10 years.

The BOE said it was applying for a
waiver to increase health benefits and
planned to solicit the public’s input. From
this point on the finance committee de-
cided to hold off on any further budget
meetings as it waited to hear the Governor’s
budget address.

Mayor Quattrocchi and the rest of the
governing body bid farewell to Garwood
Police Captain Leonard DiStefano on his
retirement.

Cranford
Already facing what he said was a “chal-

lenging” task in crafting the 2011 town-
ship budget, Mayor Aschenbach said that
municipal surplus funds for this year were

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
MIDNIGHT BLAZE…Fire broke out in the Hamilton House Apartments on
Mountain Avenue in Westfield around 11:30 p.m. on April 3, destroying four
units and rendering four others uninhabitable. A resident was airlifted to St.
Barnabas Medical Center in critical condition.

May 12, 2011

May 12, 2011
Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader

SNOW DAY...School was closed on January 12 for a snow day. Crowds flocked
to the Scotch Hills Golf Course to enjoy sleigh riding. Five inches of snow fell,
adding to the accumulation already on the ground from the December 26, 2010
blizzard, which dropped more than two feet of snow on the area.

January 20, 2011
Photo Courtesy of Loly Moreno-Wizniewski

CAST OF CHARACTERS…The Get Sm’Art chorus belts out a tune at the 64th
annual Washington Elementary School Show in Westfield. Salome Ward, center,
portrays Vincent Van Gogh. Also pictured: Jane Lemberg, Kirsten Fallon, Brad
Norris, Inna Bazarsky, Anja Cugno, Edith Solovey and Terese Guerriero.

February 10, 2011

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
FASHIONABLE FUNDRAISER...Ladies dressed to the nines glance at auction
items at the Mountainside PTA’s  “Rock of Fashion” fundraiser held at L’Affaire
in Mountainside on March 10.  The extravaganza was attended by more than 400
women, who also were treated to dinner and a fashion show.

Merry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry Christmas

April 7, 2011
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Your  friends  at  Allstate  wish  you  the  best
this  holiday  season  and  look  forward  to
serving you in 2012.

Ron Bansky
(908) 301-0711
 
519 South Ave West
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com

Happy Holidays From
Our Good Hands®

To Yours.

Insurance subject to availability and qualifications. Allstate New Jersey Insurance Company, Bridgewater,
New Jersey.  © 2010 Allstate Insurance Company.

The Angels came, the Shepherds came, the Wise men came, 
WILL YOU COME? We invite you this Christmas to worship HIM with us. 
St. Bartholomew the Apostle Church 
Very Rev. John J. Paladino, Pastor/Dean 

2032 Westfield Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076 
www.stbartholomewchurch.org 

(908) 322-5192 

MASS SCHEDULE 
    Christmas Eve   Christmas Day 

            3:30 pm, 5:30 pm,                         7:30 am, 9:00 am, 
       7:30 pm, 12:00 Midnight                   10:30 am, 12 Noon   

significantly lower than initially estimated.
The mayor said the township’s auditors
had found that the amount of available
surplus totaled about $58,000, versus the
earlier estimation of about $1 million.

County
The Board of Chosen Freeholders hired

Rink Management Corporation of
Mechanicsville, Va., at $17,800, to per-
form a feasibility study for building a
new ice-skating rink at Oak Ridge Park in
Clark.

Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi
told county freeholders that the cost for
the 2012 Presidential Primary Election
could be reduced if pending legislation to
move the date back to June becomes law.

The Freeholders approved an ordinance
that would enable non-unionized county
employees to receive lifetime health ben-
efits upon retirement in exchange for not
receiving pay increases the past few years.
Finance Director Larry Caroselli esti-
mated that the ordinance would impact
between 600 and 700 workers. The pro-
gram followed one that had been avail-
able for years to union members such as
county corrections officers and law en-
forcement.

Freeholder Nancy Ward of Westfield
announced she would not seek a third
term, citing increasing professional de-
mands and family obligations.

The Freeholders awarded a $3.5-mil-
lion contract to Suffern, N.Y.-based Turco
Golf, Inc. for improvements at the former
Ponderosa Farm in Scotch Plains, a 23-
acre property the county purchased for
$10 million in 2003.

Region
Roselle Mayor Garrett Smith, 49, was

indicted by a Union County grand jury
for insurance fraud. He also was charged
with filing a false police report and was
accused of leaving the scene of an acci-

dent after hitting a parked car at 2 a.m. on
Locust Avenue in Roselle on December
25, 2010.

Rep. Lance addressed an audience of
nearly three dozen people who came
mostly to discuss the economy and last
year’s hotly debated healthcare bill. The
second-term congressman spoke to his
constituents in a town hall-style setting at
the Scotch Plains Municipal Building.
He framed his discussion around the major
issues that the 112th Congress is tack-
ling, including 9-percent unemployment
and the $14-trillion national debt.

The former president and chief execu-
tive officer of the Charlie Brown’s res-
taurants, Russell D’Anton, 50, of
Manasquan, was sentenced to 24 months
in prison for conspiring to defraud the
company by accepting more than $1 mil-
lion in kickbacks in exchange for award-
ing contracts to vendors.

The RVSA voiced its concerns over a
trio of pending bills in Trenton, which
would implement new procedures for
dissolving authorities, give mayors the
right to veto authority minutes and pro-
vide new requirements on open public
meetings.

MARCH
Westfield

The Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion (DWC) board of directors had pro-
posed a budget increase of almost
$21,000, the first budget hike on prop-
erty owners within the downtown special
improvement district in six years. The
proposed budget was $411,321, repre-
senting an increase of 4.9 percent over
last year’s spending plan of $390,573.

State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21,
Westfield) announced that the cell tower
that had been proposed by T-Mobile for
the National Guard Armory property on
Rahway Avenue “is effectively dead.” T-
Mobile had proposed constructing a 15-

foot-high tower on the state-owned prop-
erty.

Local engineer Kenneth Disko, 47, of
Mountainside was charged by the attor-
ney general’s office with a bid-rigging
and kickback scheme spanning 2001 to
2010 as the contracted engineer or engi-
neer/architect on record for the Westfield,
Tinton Falls and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school districts. Also indicted were
Westfield School Business Administra-
tor and Board Secretary Robert Berman,
55, of South Plainfield; John Sangiuliano,
56, of Scotch Plains, co-owner of Metro-
politan Metal Window Company of
Fanwood; Martin W. Starr, 44, of
Cliffwood Beach, owner of Starr Con-
tracting, and Stephen M. Gallagher, 50,
of Cliffwood Beach, owner of East Com-
mercial Construction and Tara Construc-
tion.

The BOE served M. Disko Associates
with legal notice to sever all contracts
with the firm. The Westfield district also
severed ties with Metropolitan Metal
Window Company.

The BOE appointed Vincent Yaniro as
interim business administrator following
the suspension of Mr. Berman.

The town council unanimously ap-
proved the $37,040,243 municipal bud-
get on first reading. The average assessed
home of $184,000 would see an increase
of $115 for the year.

Members of the town council and the
BOE held a joint meeting at Westfield
High School (WHS), conducted by traf-
fic expert Gordon Meth, to discuss park-
ing, traffic and safety issues in the area of
WHS. BOE President Julia Walker told
the crowd of approximately 75 that the
board had done some preliminary data
gathering by sending a survey to parents
and students about their driving habits,
and “it became clear that we needed to
bring in an expert.”

In an 8-to-1 vote, members of the BOE
passed the 2011-2012 school budget of
$91,868,298, with board member
Mitchell Slater casting the lone dissent-
ing vote. A total of $85.9 million would
be raised in taxes, of which $83.4 million
was for operating expenses. The tax levy
would increase 1.3 percent over the cur-
rent year, equating to an increase of
$1,169,091, which was within the state’s
newly mandated 2-percent cap on operat-
ing budgets. Homeowners would see a
$171 tax increase on an average assessed
home of $184,000.

Mayor Andrew Skibitsky announced
that Town Attorney Robert Cockren
would retire effective April 1, following
25 years of employment with the town, in
order to focus more on his work with the
law firm of SNR Denton. The council
passed a resolution appointing Russell
Finestein as his successor. Mr. Finestein
was hired on a retainer of $36,000.

County
Union County Freeholders voted 9-0 to

adopt an ordinance to approve a 22-year
extension, through 2045, on the county’s
lease with Covanta Energy for operation
of the county’s garbage incinerator in
Rahway. Those towns that signed contract
extensions with the UCUA would see a
$12-per-ton tipping-fee reduction.

Union County held the eighth of its
sponsored shared-services summits in the
new Academy for Performing Arts Center
on the Vocational-Technical Schools cam-
pus on Raritan Road in Scotch Plains. The
summits were aimed at developing new
programs to improve public services and
cut costs. All 21 municipalities in the
county were represented at the event, in-
cluding both department heads and, for
the first time, elected officials. One hun-
dred elected officials attended.

Bibi Taylor of East Orange, a former
municipal finance director in Plainfield
and Dover, was named Union County’s
new finance department director.

Union County Manager George
Devanney unveiled the 2011 executive
budget of $485 million, of which $293
million would be raised in taxes, an in-
crease of $16 million.

Scotch Plains
The Scotch Plains Township Council

approved a resolution labeling the

Shackamaxon Country Club property as
well as several municipal properties as
Areas in Need of Rehabilitation, a desig-
nation that Mayor Nancy Malool said
allows the municipal government to con-
trol what gets built on the property in
future years. Deputy Mayor Mary DePaola
called the designation an “insurance
policy” against overdevelopment.

The township council approved an or-
dinance that revises permitted uses in the
business zone and cleared the way for The
Newmark School, a special-needs school,
to be based at the former Verizon building
at 1000 Cellar Avenue.

The council appointed, by a 4-1 vote,
Pinnacle Risk Solutions as the township’s
risk management consultant for 2011.
Councilman Kevin Glover voted “no;” a
month earlier, he had raised questions
about what he said was Pinnacle’s lack of
experience in risk management.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE un-
veiled the district’s new global education
curriculum that incorporates world lan-
guages, global literature and technology.
It was reported that the new program
would bring “global media” to the stu-
dents and allow them to communicate
with other students in other parts of the
world.

After receiving an increase of $770,000
in state aid, the BOE voted unanimously to
pass a tentative budget that returned
$420,000 of that amount to the public in
the form of tax relief. A measure presented
by board member Donald Parisi would
have returned $623,703 of the $770,000
to taxpayers, but did not receive the neces-
sary five votes from the board. With only
eight members present, the measure ended
in a 4-4 stalemate and was thus defeated.

Donald Parisi reported that $770,000
had been received in state aid with
$423,000 “dedicated for tax relief.” He
stated that the balance would be used “to
support four modular classrooms for Park
Middle School.”

The BOE unanimously passed a pro-
posed 2011-2012 budget of $80.3 million,
of which $76.9 million was for operating
expenses. A total of $73.6 million would
be raised in local taxes.

A Scotch Plains home assessed at
$122,700 would see an increase of $64
increase in school taxes, while Fanwood
taxpayers would see a decrease in taxes of
$151 per an average assessed home of
$84,536. Mr. Parisi noted that the total tax
levy proposed for Scotch Plains would be
$58,752,547, while Fanwood would see a
tax levy of $16,932,647.

The Scotch Plains Management Corp.
(SPMC) planned to sponsor a new and
exotic car show in September that would
run much of the length of East Second
Street and feature mostly state-of-the-art
cars such as electric and hybrid vehicles.

A report completed by consultant Jer-
sey Professional Management of Cranford
estimated savings of $1.5 million if Scotch
Plains and Fanwood merged their police
and public works departments. Mayor
Malool estimated that even if all the report’s
recommendations were realized, the sav-
ings for taxpayers would only be around
$100.

The board of education proposed stu-
dent-activity fees, and a $540 per-student
fee for bus service for children living less
than two miles from their school.

Fanwood
The borough’s planning board gave

preliminary approval for a plan to build a
structure at the intersection of Martine and
South Avenues to be used as a mixed-use
building, with retail on the ground floor
and apartments above.

Mayor Mahr and Police Chief Richard
Trigo announced that the Fanwood Police
Department would be the first in New
Jersey to utilize an innovative new safety
mask called Readi Mask. The disposable
masks, costing approximately $2.95 each,
provide the department with easy-to-use
respiratory protection.

Garwood
The school board addressed the issue of

vandalism at Garwood’s Washington
School, with Russell Graham, chairman
of the board of education’s Buildings and
Grounds Committee, saying “we started
looking into installing surveillance cam-
eras, or just putting up a chain-link fence.”

A heated back-and-forth discussion
ensued at the March 8 borough council CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
NAMESAKE...On April 23, the Westfield High School (WHS) baseball field on
Rahway Avenue was renamed the Bob Brewster, Sr. Memorial Field in honor of
Westfield baseball’s biggest supporter and fan. Family, friends and the WHS
baseball team braved the elements to attend the dedication ceremony.
meeting when frustrated residents asked
Mayor Quattrocchi why three members of
the committee for the athletic field, who
also were involved in the Little League
program, recently were let go.

The mayor announced that there were
four new residents on the board who she
had selected who would help come up
with a new building plan that would cost
less.

Region
School aid to Union County’s 21 mu-

nicipalities increased $13.7 million to
$502.1 million for the 2011-2012 school
year. The state restored $250 million of
the $800 million it slashed last year state-
wide. Locally, Westfield’s aid jumped
$845,448 to $1.3 million after the district’s
aid plummeted $4.2 million in 2010. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood received an increase of
$769,352 to $1.4 million after its state
funding was cut $3.9 million last year.

Mountainside-based CB Holding Corp.
sought bankruptcy court approval to sell
the remaining 20 Charlie Brown’s restau-
rants, including Scotch Plains and
Millburn, to New York City-based
Praesidian Capital for $5.2 million.

APRIL
Westfield

A late-night fire at the Hamilton House
apartment complex on Mountain Avenue
critically injured a resident, and caused
significant damage to one of the apartment
buildings. The blaze also displaced sev-
eral other apartment dwellers. According
to Deputy Fire Chief David Kelly, the fire
originated in the home office of resident
Roy Rentrop.

Planning Board Attorney Russell
Finestein resigned his position due to his
appointment as Westfield’s new town at-
torney. The planning board appointed
Kenneth Soriero of Lindabury,
McCormick, Estabrook and Cooper as its
new attorney.

The DWC held a business and property
owner forum to present its endeavors in
downtown Westfield in the past year and
to solicit opinions and suggestions from
Special Improvement District (SID) mem-
bers. Attendees suggested that the SID be
expanded further along North, South and
Central Avenues to include more busi-
nesses to generate more revenue for the
DWC.

It was reported that the Town of
Westfield and Westfield Senior Citizens
Housing Corporation (WSCHC) were in
negotiations to renew the lease for build-
ing one and the 10 acres it sits on, located
at 1133 Boynton Avenue.

Board of Education member Jane
Clancy reported that Franklin Elementary
School was ready to start the second phase
of a project to construct a 75-foot by 95-
foot area blacktop for basketball hoops as
well as eight, four-square game spaces at
a cost of $50,000, money which was raised
by the Franklin School Parent Teacher
Organization (PTO).

A dedication ceremony was held to
rename the Westfield High School ath-
letic field as Brewster Field after Bob
Brewster, who had been active in coach-
ing and helping to coordinate recreational
athletics in Westfield for many years.

Board members Alice Hunnicutt, who
served for nine years on the BOE, and
Gary McCready who served six years, did
not seek re-election.

Westfield firefighter Daniel Maglione,
a 12-year veteran of the fire department,
lost his battle with cancer on March 29.

Mountainside
The New Jersey American Water Com-

pany made a presentation to the
Mountainside Borough Council regard-
ing a project to clean and rehabilitate the
water mains in the borough. The primary
goals would be to update the original
water mains, some dating back to the
1930s and 1940s, and to clean and align
them.

Three teachers resigned from the
borough’s school system, two with 16
years’ experience.

County
The Freeholders introduced a $481-

million budget supported by a $291.2-
million tax levy, an increase of 5 percent
over 2010. County officials blamed the
increase on a $10-million cut in state fund-
ing in support of county facilities.

The state’s reapportionment commis-
sion approved a new legislative map sub-

mitted by Democrats over a Republican
map in a 6-5 vote, with Rutgers public
policy professor Alan Rosenthal casting
the tie-breaking vote. Overall, come Janu-
ary Union County will be represented by
three districts – Districts 20, 21 and 22 –
instead of four. District 29 will no longer
include Union County. Locally, District
21 remained a strong GOP district with
four new towns, while District 22 was
unchanged as a strong Democratic dis-
trict.

The Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders appointed deputy comptrol-
ler Melinda Zito as chief financial officer
(CFO) as the county readied for the retire-
ment of longtime financial director Larry
Caroselli.

The Freeholders considered a resolu-
tion to award a contract to Frank Lurch
Demolition Company, LLC of Avon By
the Sea for the demolition of seven exist-
ing buildings, including a house at 370
Madison Hill Road, near St. Agnes Ro-
man Catholic Church, and a residential
structure at 675 Madison Hill Road near
Hazelwood Cemetery, both in Clark.

Fanwood
Following Scotch Plains-Fanwood’s

public forum to listen to residents’ view-
points and assess Jersey Professional
Management’s shared-services findings,
Fanwood council members stated their
intention to pursue all opportunities that
would save money while not cutting im-
portant services to the borough. Fanwood’s
pre-meeting discussion attempted to de-
termine the borough’s top “priorities,”
Mayor Colleen Mahr told the public. She
said the conversation featured a “wide
range” of ideas, and while no ultimate
consensus was reached on a ranking, the
top five priorities – in no order – were:
police, courts, libraries, construction de-
partment and DPW.

The borough council said the children’s
section of the Fanwood Memorial Library
would remain closed temporarily due to
early spring flood damage. Carol Campell
of the Friends of the Fanwood Library
asked the governing body to “hopefully
continue the conversation” about poten-
tial improvements and/or the future of the
facility, located in a converted small house
at North Avenue and Tillotson Road.

Mayor Mahr and Recreation Director
Bob Budiansky organized a forum for
Fanwood residents to bring their ideas to
develop a master plan for the future of
borough parks and indoor recreation
spaces.

Scotch Plains
Township Manager Chris Marion out-

lined his proposed $22,129,462 spending
proposal. Taxes on an assessed home in
Scotch Plains of $122,100 would see a tax
decrease to $1,747 from $1,853 without
the library included, as stipulated in a new
state requirement. Adding in the library’s
increase the average tax bill rose by about
$57 over 2010.

BOE members Robert O’Conner of
Fanwood and Donald Parisi of Scotch
Plains opted not to seek reelection.

A 3-2 split township council voted to
use most of the $780,000 sewer utility
surplus to help offset expected rate in-
creases in coming years. The two council
Democrats favored refunding some
$500,000 of the surplus to ratepayers while
the three council Republicans supported
using the excess funds to offset what was
expected to be significant increases in fees
charged by the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority (RVSA) and Plainfield Area
Regional Sewerage Authority (PARSA)
in 2012 and 2013.

The planning board held a special hear-
ing regarding Union County’s plan for the
new park on the former Ponderosa Farm
property on Cooper Road. The plans for
the new park call for the conversion of one
of the existing barns into a maintenance
garage, the construction of a 96-space
parking lot with six handicapped spaces, a
large patch of grass to host two soccer
fields that would be rotated periodically to
allow the grass to recover, 175-watt orna-
mental lampposts along the driveway to
the park that would be on 24 hours a day
for security reasons, bathrooms with timed
locks on the doors, and a playground for
children with a special “spray ground”
water feature operational in the summer
months.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
FIREFIGHTER FAREWELL...County firefighters salute as the fire engine
carrying the casket of Westfield Firefighter Daniel Maglione passes by the
Westfield firehouse April 1. Mr. Maglione, a 12-year veteran of the force, lost his
battle with cancer on March 29.

Courtesy of Joseph Scalia
IN AWE...Holy Trinity Cub Scouts from Westfield enjoy an overnight visit on the
Battleship New Jersey in Camden. The vessel is the nation’s most decorated
battleship. It is 887 feet long and weighs 45,000 tons. Forty-four scouts and their
families took the trip. Pictured are Daniel Scalia, left, and Alex Brezik.
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Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SNOW DAY...School was closed January 12 for the first snow day of the school
year. Crowds flocked to the Scotch Hills Golf Course to enjoy sleigh riding. Five
inches of snow fell, adding to the accumulation already on the ground from the
December 26, 2010 blizzard, which dropped more than two feet of snow on the area.

Thomas Fortunato for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ROYAL WEDDING?…Resident Matthew McTamaney displays a British Union
Jack flag at the Scotch Plains Board of Adjustment meeting, which he hung
outside the Willow Grove Swim Club to project a line of sight from his house of
a 120-foot-high cell tower proposed by T-Mobile at the swim club.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

2011 Year In Review: January Through May
JANUARY
Westfield

The Westfield Town Council held its
annual reorganization meeting where
Mayor Andy Skibitsky told residents that
with the town facing a 2-percent budget
cap and decreases in both revenue and
state aid, “the issues are complex and the
stakes are high.”

The planning board voted 5-3 to allow
developer Michael Mahoney to be re-
lieved of having to preserve a circa 1785
house located on the corner of Karen
Terrace and East Broad Street.

The planning board approved an ap-
plication by Mexican restaurant chain
Chipotle Mexican Grille on January 5 for
variances regarding two properties, one
at 109 East Broad Street and the other at
112 Prospect Street, involved with the
eventual installation of a Chipotle fran-
chise at 109 East Broad Street. Both
properties are owned by Westfield-based
company Al Specter LLC.

Edison Intermediate School held its
first annual Fine Arts Day featuring work-
shops run by local artists.

Central Avenue residents Maria
Carluccio and Adina Enculescu, as the
would do throughout the year, continued
to voice their complaints regarding the
placement of a pedestrian crossing signal
on Ms. Enculescu’s front lawn to the
mayor and council.

The council approved a resolution ap-
pointing Gordon Meth as the town’s “on-
call traffic safety and engineering ser-
vices consultant” at a price not to exceed
$11,000. Town Administrator James
Gildea said the “main project for this
year” would be the Westfield High School
(WHS) area traffic and parking issues.

The Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad
celebrated its 75th anniversary with a
proclamation from Mayor Skibitsky.

The Westfield Board of Education
(BOE) unanimously approved a new
school-facility- and program-naming
policy giving permission to board mem-
bers to name school buildings, separate
school facilities, both on school grounds
and within school buildings, and pro-
grams by a formal action. The policy also
states that the board welcomes sugges-
tions from members of the community in
the naming of school buildings, facilities
and programs.

Scotch Plains
Mayor Nancy Malool began her third

year as mayor, telling residents that the
answer to property-tax relief “lies in the
hands of our Governor and Legislature.”
The mayor said the solution to rising
property taxes lies “not in a 2-percent

[property tax] cap full of holes, it’s not in
reducing teacher and superintendent sala-
ries, it’s not in taking away municipal
home rule to the point where we’ve been
rendered useless.”

Democratic Councilman Kevin Glover
was sworn in for a second term, along
with Democrat Michael Marcus, who
began his first term on council.

The township government considered
a proposal by cellular telephone service
provider Metro PCS to erect an antenna
tower at the public works department
property on Plainfield Avenue.

The Scotch Plains Management Cor-
poration (SPMC) submitted a 2011 bud-
get to the township council that would be
financed by the flat $400 assessment per
property. The $85,600 operating pro-
posal would be financed by about $67,000
in property assessments and $18,000 in
funds carried over from 2010.

The township council considered an
ordinance to revise the municipal zoning
regulations by adding the category of
“Special Needs Schools” as a permitted
conditional use in the B-1 Business Zone.
Approval of the ordinance would allow
the Newmark School, a special-needs
school with facilities currently in
Plainfield and Carteret, to consolidate its
services at the former Verizon building at
1000 Cellar Avenue.

BOE members discussed the possibil-
ity of eliminating the aid-in lieu-of-bus-
ing payments currently in place for the
2011-2012 budget for parents sending
their children to private schools.

SPMC considered sponsoring a car
show in the spring on East Second Street
in an attempt to spotlight a street that one
SPMC board member admitted had been
a “stepchild” for the past 20 years.

Fanwood
Democratic Councilwoman Katherine

Mitchell and Republican Councilman
Anthony Parenti were sworn in for new
three-year terms on the borough council.

Mayor Colleen Mahr announced that
suspects in a January 7 burglary and
attempted burglary in Fanwood were
apprehended. “My hat goes off to the
Fanwood Police Department,” said the
mayor, who noted that Police Chief Rich-
ard Trigo made use of a police “intelli-
gence system” to alert other departments
and coordinate the investigation.

The 2011 Union County Saint Patrick’s
Day Parade Committee named David Bell
of Fanwood as grand marshal of the 15th
Annual Union County Saint Patrick’s
Day Parade.

Garwood
Patricia Quattrocchi took over as the

second woman mayor in the borough’s
170-year history and the first Republican
mayor in years as the GOP officially took
a 4-3 majority on the governing body
during Garwood’s reorganization meet-
ing. Also sworn in were new GOP coun-
cil members James Mathieu and Victor
DeFilippo.

Mayor Quattrocchi said that one of the
main concerns going into 2011 was the
need to restore the community’s eco-
nomic balance through cuts in the mu-
nicipal budget.

The BOE continued to discuss whether
or not to join the Union County energy
plan to have solar panels installed on the
roof of Lincoln School.

Mayor Quattrocchi announced that
items on her agenda for the new year
would include reinstating bulk garbage
pickup for residents, tackling the 2011-
2012 budget, communicating with her
community and listening to the voices of
Garwood’s residents, and completing
renovations to the athletic and recreation
facility that had been in the works since
the late 1990s.

The debate on whether or not to bid out
the borough’s new athletic/recreation field
plan remained on the table for the coun-
cil.

Cranford
Democrats took the majority on the

Cranford Township Council as commit-
tee members Mark Smith, who served as
mayor in 2010, and Martha Garcia, deputy
mayor last year, were replaced by Demo-
crats Kevin Campbell and Edward
O’Malley.

The township committee introduced
an ordinance to end paid parking on
Centennial Avenue. “This is something
we need to do for businesses along Cen-
tennial Avenue,” Commissioner Edward
O’Malley said. The ordinance would re-
move pay stations on the thoroughfare, a
move Mayor Daniel Aschenbach said
was needed to boost business activity.

Mayor Aschenbach said the township
committee was “deep in the budget pro-
cess,” and reported that a review of the
2011 budget had led to a reduction from
what was a $3-million gap at the outset to
a level that was now “closer to $1.7
million.”

County
Deborah Scanlon took leadership of

the Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders as the board’s chairwoman for
2011. In addition, Linda Carter was sworn
in as the newest freeholder and Dan
Sullivan and Bette Jane Kowalski began
their sixth and third terms, respectively.

The Freeholders awarded a consulting

services contract for the development of
an ice-skating rink feasibility study. The
county planned to construct a new rink at
Oak Ridge Park in Clark to replace the
Warinanco Rink in Roselle as part of its
master plan for the park.

Region
The Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-

ity (RVSA) board of commissioners ap-
proved a budget of $26.5 million for
2011. While the spending plan repre-
sented a $1.2-million drop from last year,
RVSA’s 11 member towns saw increases
in their assessments after they received
reductions in 2010. Highlights of this
year’s budget included a 8.7-percent re-
duction in the authority’s operating bud-
get, which was essentially even with the
2008 operating budget.

Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) began his
second term in the House of Representa-
tives.

Martin Luther King, Jr.’s legacy lived
on as area residents gathered for a day of
remembrance through ceremonies, cel-
ebrations and memorials.

A bankruptcy court approved the sale
of The Office Beer Bar and Grill restau-
rant locations and related leases and as-
sets for $4.67 million by CB Holding
Corp. to Villa Enterprises, Ltd., LLC.
The Office locations include the former
Jolly Trolley in Westfield and The Office
restaurants in Cranford and Summit. The
company, which also operates 20 Charlie
Brown’s Steakhouses, filed for Chapter
11 bankruptcy November 11, 2010 in
Delaware.

FEBRUARY
Westfield

The town council adopted an ordi-
nance setting “not to exceed” limits for
memberships to the Westfield Memorial
Pool, which also established new mem-
bership categories for families of five or
more and families of four or less. This
new ordinance would allow the council
to raise fees solely by resolution in the
future.

Former Westfield Police Chief An-
thony Scutti died at his home. Mr. Scutti
had been a member of the Westfield
Police Department for over 41 years,
beginning as a patrolman in 1959. He
was appointed police chief in 1986.

First Ward Councilman and Public
Works Committee Chairman Frank Arena
stated that the town had seen more than
five feet of snow since the December
2010 blizzard and had spent $30,000 on
salt and $100,000 in overtime. The town
applied for $100,000 in FEMA aid for the
blizzard.

Mayor Skibitsky and the town council

unanimously passed resolutions setting
the 2011 salaries for all union fire depart-
ment and municipal employees repre-
sented by the Firemen’s Mutual Benevo-
lent Association and the Communication
Workers of America (CWA). For 2011,
the 22 firefighter salaries ranged from
$79,025 to $90,436; the eight lieutenant
salaries ranged from $98,462 to $100,578,
and the four battalion chief salaries ranged
from $107,302 to $109,419. Both unions
accepted a 0-percent increase in 2010 and
a 2.5-percent increase for 2011 as part of
their contracts. The CWA salaries for
2011 ranged from $34,116 to $70,820.

BOE member Gary McCready an-
nounced that he would not seek another
term.

A Clark municipal judge threw out
most of the charges against three men
following a 2009 late-night house party
in Westfield during a four-hour-plus trial,
calling actions by police “unlawful.” On
December 23, 2009, the men – including
a father and son – were arrested after
multiple police units responded to the
500 block of Boulevard on a report of
possible intoxicated individuals. The
judge suppressed most charges against
the defendants, questioning the judgment
of three Westfield police officers.

Scotch Plains
The Shackamaxon Golf & Country

Club, located on Shackamaxon Drive in
Scotch Plains, received at least five bids
for its 145-acre property, including at
least one from a developer.

The township council haggled over
possible appointments. A consensus was
reached to name Casey Woodruff as pub-
lic defender. And, after much discussion
about whether the council was rushing
the appointment process, Maser Associ-
ates was named township planner.

Reacting to the planned sale of
Shackamaxon Country Club, the munici-
pal government announced it would in-
vestigate the possibility of relocating sev-
eral municipal facilities on the north side
of the township – including the munici-
pal building, library and public works
department – to the golf course property.
Several zoning and other land-use changes
would be considered for implementing
the proposal.

As rumors surfaced over a sale of the
95-year-old Shackamaxon Golf & Coun-
try Club, the club announced the pending
sale to RDC Golf Group, operators of the
Forsgate Country Club in Monroe Town-
ship. Shackamaxon President Robert
Schwartz said, in a letter to members, that

the next step was “to move as expedi-
tiously as possible to complete and ex-
ecute a formal purchase agreement,”
which would be subject to approval of the
Shackamaxon membership.

Despite the pending sale of
Shackamaxon, the township council
moved forward with a request that the
planning board evaluate whether the golf
property and several township properties
should be designated as areas in need of
rehabilitation, a move that Mayor Nancy
Malool said would protect against the
golf course property being developed
into residential housing in the future.

In response, the Scotch Plains Plan-
ning Board voted unanimously to move a
resolution forward that would designate
portions of the township as areas in need
of rehabilitation.

The SPMC board of directors evalu-
ated a proposal from an event planner as
it moved forward on sponsoring a car
show later in the spring on East Second
Street.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Edu-
cation officials said the draft budget for
2011-2012 showed a spending plan of
$75,602,320, an increase of $48,000 from
last year’s budget. Business Administra-
tor Anthony Del Sordi reported that grant
money estimated for the upcoming school
year had increased from $1,420,000 in
2010 to $1,520,000 for 2011-2012.

The township’s planning board ap-
proved an application by McDonald’s
restaurants to tear down and completely
re-vamp its location at 162 Route 22,
West, at Union Avenue.

Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr said the

borough’s “best-case scenario” regard-
ing the borough’s 2011 budget was that
revenue and expenses “will be flat;” how-
ever, she said the borough expected state
aid to decrease again at the same time
when health-insurance costs would likely
increase by about 16 percent.

Garwood
Supporters of the borough’s athletic

field project called for moving ahead,
while council members explained the
schedule for reviewing the finances. The
head of the Little League program, resi-
dent Mark Kessler, again brought his
pleadings to the table over the plan that
has been in the works for more than 10
years.

The BOE said it was applying for a
waiver to increase health benefits and
planned to solicit the public’s input. From

January 20, 2011

Merry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry Christmas

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HARD HATS…At a ceremony held May 19, Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr and
Elite Properties Principals, Tom Powers and Amerigo Checchio, break ground
on the future site of Fanwood Crossing at the corner of South and Martine
Avenues.  Pictured, left to right, are: Freeholder Angel Estrada, Mr. Powers,
Mayor Mahr, Mr. Checchio and Assemblywoman Linda Stender.

May 26, 2011

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WOOF WALK…Canines and their companions enjoy a walk around Scotch
Plains on May 15 at the first annual Rotary Woof Walk, sponsored by the Rotary
Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains. The event, held at the Village Green in Scotch
Plains, featured a demonstration by the K-9 Unit, food, music and contests.

April 19, 2011 May 19, 2011

Courtesy of Dan Sullivan
IN REMEMBRANCE…Scotch Plains first responders stand at attention as a
piece of steel from the World Trade Center arrives in Scotch Plains on April 30.
On September 11, the township dedicated a monument on the Alan Augustine
Village Green to both the victims and the survivors of 9/11. The monument is  built
using the World Trade Center steel.

May 5, 2011

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FINAL ROUND...The sale of the 145-acre property owned by Shackamaxon Golf
and Country Club members was the topic of much debate in 2011.

February 3, 2011
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The Angels came, the Shepherds came, the Wise men came, 
WILL YOU COME? We invite you this Christmas to worship HIM with us. 
St. Bartholomew the Apostle Church 
Very Rev. John J. Paladino, Pastor/Dean 

2032 Westfield Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076 
www.stbartholomewchurch.org 

(908) 322-5192 

MASS SCHEDULE 
    Christmas Eve   Christmas Day 

            3:30 pm, 5:30 pm,                         7:30 am, 9:00 am, 
       7:30 pm, 12:00 Midnight                   10:30 am, 12 Noon   

this point on the finance committee de-
cided to hold off on any further budget
meetings as it waited to hear the
Governor’s budget address.

Mayor Quattrocchi and the rest of the
governing body bid farewell to Garwood
Police Captain Leonard DiStefano on his
retirement.

Cranford
Already facing what he said was a “chal-

lenging” task in crafting the 2011 town-
ship budget, Mayor Aschenbach said that
municipal surplus funds for this year were
significantly lower than initially estimated.
The mayor said the township’s auditors
had found that the amount of available
surplus totaled about $58,000, versus the
earlier estimation of about $1 million.

County
The Board of Chosen Freeholders hired

Rink Management Corporation of
Mechanicsville, Va., at $17,800, to per-
form a feasibility study for building a
new ice-skating rink at Oak Ridge Park in
Clark.

Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi
told county freeholders that the cost for
the 2012 Presidential Primary Election
could be reduced if pending legislation to
move the date back to June becomes law.

The Freeholders approved an ordinance
that would enable non-unionized county
employees to receive lifetime health ben-
efits upon retirement in exchange for not
receiving pay increases the past few years.
Finance Director Larry Caroselli esti-
mated that the ordinance would impact
between 600 and 700 workers. The pro-
gram followed one that had been avail-
able for years to union members such as
county corrections officers and law en-
forcement.

Freeholder Nancy Ward of Westfield
announced she would not seek a third
term, citing increasing professional de-
mands and family obligations.

The Freeholders awarded a $3.5-mil-
lion contract to Suffern, N.Y.-based Turco
Golf, Inc. for improvements at the former
Ponderosa Farm in Scotch Plains, a 23-
acre property the county purchased for
$10 million in 2003.

Region
Roselle Mayor Garrett Smith, 49, was

indicted by a Union County grand jury
for insurance fraud. He also was charged
with filing a false police report and was
accused of leaving the scene of an acci-
dent after hitting a parked car at 2 a.m. on
Locust Avenue in Roselle on December
25, 2010.

Rep. Lance addressed an audience of
nearly three dozen people who came
mostly to discuss the economy and last
year’s hotly debated healthcare bill. The
second-term congressman spoke to his
constituents in a town hall-style setting at
the Scotch Plains Municipal Building.
He framed his discussion around the major
issues that the 112th Congress is tack-
ling, including 9-percent unemployment

2011 Year In Review Part I
and the $14-trillion national debt.

The former president and chief execu-
tive officer of the Charlie Brown’s res-
taurants, Russell D’Anton, 50, of
Manasquan, was sentenced to 24 months
in prison for conspiring to defraud the
company by accepting more than $1 mil-
lion in kickbacks in exchange for award-
ing contracts to vendors.

The RVSA voiced its concerns over a
trio of pending bills in Trenton, which
would implement new procedures for
dissolving authorities, give mayors the
right to veto authority minutes and pro-
vide new requirements on open public
meetings.

MARCH
Westfield

The Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion (DWC) board of directors had pro-
posed a budget increase of almost
$21,000, the first budget hike on prop-
erty owners within the downtown special
improvement district in six years. The
proposed budget was $411,321, repre-
senting an increase of 4.9 percent over
last year’s spending plan of $390,573.

State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21,
Westfield) announced that the cell tower
that had been proposed by T-Mobile for
the National Guard Armory property on
Rahway Avenue “is effectively dead.” T-
Mobile had proposed constructing a 15-
foot-high tower on the state-owned prop-
erty.

Local engineer Kenneth Disko, 47, of
Mountainside was charged by the attor-
ney general’s office with a bid-rigging
and kickback scheme spanning 2001 to
2010 as the contracted engineer or engi-
neer/architect on record for the Westfield,
Tinton Falls and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school districts. Also indicted were
Westfield School Business Administra-
tor and Board Secretary Robert Berman,
55, of South Plainfield; John Sangiuliano,
56, of Scotch Plains, co-owner of Metro-
politan Metal Window Company of
Fanwood; Martin W. Starr, 44, of
Cliffwood Beach, owner of Starr Con-
tracting, and Stephen M. Gallagher, 50,
of Cliffwood Beach, owner of East Com-
mercial Construction and Tara Construc-
tion.

The BOE served M. Disko Associates
with legal notice to sever all contracts
with the firm. The Westfield district also
severed ties with Metropolitan Metal
Window Company.

The BOE appointed Vincent Yaniro as
interim business administrator following
the suspension of Mr. Berman.

The town council unanimously ap-
proved the $37,040,243 municipal bud-
get on first reading. The average assessed
home of $184,000 would see an increase
of $115 for the year.

Members of the town council and the
BOE held a joint meeting at Westfield
High School (WHS), conducted by traf-
fic expert Gordon Meth, to discuss park-
ing, traffic and safety issues in the area of

WHS. BOE President Julia Walker told
the crowd of approximately 75 that the
board had done some preliminary data
gathering by sending a survey to parents
and students about their driving habits,
and “it became clear that we needed to
bring in an expert.”

In an 8-to-1 vote, members of the BOE
passed the 2011-2012 school budget of
$91,868,298, with board member
Mitchell Slater casting the lone dissent-
ing vote. A total of $85.9 million would
be raised in taxes, of which $83.4 million
was for operating expenses. The tax levy
would increase 1.3 percent over the cur-
rent year, equating to an increase of
$1,169,091, which was within the state’s
newly mandated 2-percent cap on operat-
ing budgets. Homeowners would see a
$171 tax increase on an average assessed
home of $184,000.

Mayor Andrew Skibitsky announced
that Town Attorney Robert Cockren
would retire effective April 1, following
25 years of employment with the town, in
order to focus more on his work with the
law firm of SNR Denton. The council
passed a resolution appointing Russell
Finestein as his successor. Mr. Finestein
was hired on a retainer of $36,000.

County
Union County Freeholders voted 9-0

to adopt an ordinance to approve a 22-
year extension, through 2045, on the
county’s lease with Covanta Energy for
operation of the county’s garbage incin-
erator in Rahway. Those towns that signed
contract extensions with the UCUA would
see a $12-per-ton tipping-fee reduction.

Union County held the eighth of its
sponsored shared-services summits in the
new Academy for Performing Arts Cen-
ter on the Vocational-Technical Schools
campus on Raritan Road in Scotch Plains.
The summits were aimed at developing
new programs to improve public services
and cut costs. All 21 municipalities in the
county were represented at the event,
including both department heads and, for
the first time, elected officials. One hun-
dred elected officials attended.

Bibi Taylor of East Orange, a former
municipal finance director in Plainfield
and Dover, was named Union County’s
new finance department director.

Union County Manager George
Devanney unveiled the 2011 executive
budget of $485 million, of which $293
million would be raised in taxes, an in-
crease of $16 million.

Scotch Plains
The Scotch Plains Township Council

approved a resolution labeling the
Shackamaxon Country Club property as
well as several municipal properties as
Areas in Need of Rehabilitation, a desig-
nation that Mayor Nancy Malool said
allows the municipal government to con-
trol what gets built on the property in
future years. Deputy Mayor Mary
DePaola called the designation an “insur-
ance policy” against overdevelopment.

The township council approved an or-
dinance that revises permitted uses in the
business zone and cleared the way for
The Newmark School, a special-needs
school, to be based at the former Verizon
building at 1000 Cellar Avenue.

The council appointed, by a 4-1 vote,
Pinnacle Risk Solutions as the township’s
risk management consultant for 2011.
Councilman Kevin Glover voted “no;” a
month earlier, he had raised questions
about what he said was Pinnacle’s lack of
experience in risk management.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE un-
veiled the district’s new global education
curriculum that incorporates world lan-
guages, global literature and technology. It
was reported that the new program would
bring “global media” to the students and
allow them to communicate with other
students in other parts of the world.

After receiving an increase of $770,000
in state aid, the BOE voted unanimously
to pass a tentative budget that returned
$420,000 of that amount to the public in
the form of tax relief. A measure pre-
sented by board member Donald Parisi
would have returned $623,703 of the

$770,000 to taxpayers, but did not re-
ceive the necessary five votes from the
board. With only eight members present,
the measure ended in a 4-4 stalemate and
was thus defeated.

Donald Parisi reported that $770,000
had been received in state aid with
$423,000 “dedicated for tax relief.” He
stated that the balance would be used “to
support four modular classrooms for Park
Middle School.”

The BOE unanimously passed a pro-
posed 2011-2012 budget of $80.3 mil-
lion, of which $76.9 million was for
operating expenses. A total of $73.6 mil-
lion would be raised in local taxes.

A Scotch Plains home assessed at
$122,700 would see an increase of $64
increase in school taxes, while Fanwood
taxpayers would see a decrease in taxes
of $151 per an average assessed home of
$84,536. Mr. Parisi noted that the total
tax levy proposed for Scotch Plains would
be $58,752,547, while Fanwood would
see a tax levy of $16,932,647.

The Scotch Plains Management Corp.
(SPMC) planned to sponsor a new and
exotic car show in September that would
run much of the length of East Second
Street and feature mostly state-of-the-art
cars such as electric and hybrid vehicles.

A report completed by consultant Jer-
sey Professional Management of Cranford
estimated savings of $1.5 million if Scotch
Plains and Fanwood merged their police
and public works departments. Mayor
Malool estimated that even if all the
report’s recommendations were realized,
the savings for taxpayers would only be
around $100.

The board of education proposed stu-
dent-activity fees, and a $540 per-student
fee for bus service for children living less
than two miles from their school.

Fanwood
The borough’s planning board gave

preliminary approval for a plan to build a
structure at the intersection of Martine
and South Avenues to be used as a mixed-
use building, with retail on the ground
floor and apartments above.

Mayor Mahr and Police Chief Richard
Trigo announced that the Fanwood Po-
lice Department would be the first in New
Jersey to utilize an innovative new safety
mask called Readi Mask. The disposable
masks, costing approximately $2.95 each,
provide the department with easy-to-use
respiratory protection.

Garwood
The school board addressed the issue

of vandalism at Garwood’s Washington
School, with Russell Graham, chairman
of the board of education’s Buildings and
Grounds Committee, saying “we started
looking into installing surveillance cam-
eras, or just putting up a chain-link fence.”

A heated back-and-forth discussion
ensued at the March 8 borough council
meeting when frustrated residents asked
Mayor Quattrocchi why three members
of the committee for the athletic field,
who also were involved in the Little
League program, recently were let go.

The mayor announced that there were
four new residents on the board who she
had selected who would help come up
with a new building plan that would cost
less.

Region
School aid to Union County’s 21 mu-

nicipalities increased $13.7 million to
$502.1 million for the 2011-2012 school
year. The state restored $250 million of
the $800 million it slashed last year state-
wide. Locally, Westfield’s aid jumped
$845,448 to $1.3 million after the district’s
aid plummeted $4.2 million in 2010. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood received an increase of
$769,352 to $1.4 million after its state
funding was cut $3.9 million last year.

Mountainside-based CB Holding Corp.
sought bankruptcy court approval to sell
the remaining 20 Charlie Brown’s res-
taurants, including Scotch Plains and
Millburn, to New York City-based
Praesidian Capital for $5.2 million.

APRIL
Westfield

A late-night fire at the Hamilton House
apartment complex on Mountain Avenue
critically injured a resident, and caused

significant damage to one of the apart-
ment buildings. The blaze also displaced
several other apartment dwellers. Ac-
cording to Deputy Fire Chief David Kelly,
the fire originated in the home office of
resident Roy Rentrop.

Planning Board Attorney Russell
Finestein resigned his position due to his
appointment as Westfield’s new town
attorney. The planning board appointed
Kenneth Soriero of Lindabury,
McCormick, Estabrook and Cooper as its
new attorney.

The DWC held a business and prop-
erty owner forum to present its endeavors
in downtown Westfield in the past year
and to solicit opinions and suggestions
from Special Improvement District (SID)
members. Attendees suggested that the
SID be expanded further along North,
South and Central Avenues to include
more businesses to generate more rev-
enue for the DWC.

It was reported that the Town of
Westfield and Westfield Senior Citizens
Housing Corporation (WSCHC) were in
negotiations to renew the lease for build-
ing one and the 10 acres it sits on, located
at 1133 Boynton Avenue.

Board of Education member Jane
Clancy reported that Franklin Elemen-
tary School was ready to start the second
phase of a project to construct a 75-foot
by 95-foot area blacktop for basketball
hoops as well as eight, four-square game
spaces at a cost of $50,000, money which
was raised by the Franklin School Parent
Teacher Organization (PTO).

A dedication ceremony was held to
rename the Westfield High School ath-
letic field as Brewster Field after Bob
Brewster, who had been active in coach-
ing and helping to coordinate recreational
athletics in Westfield for many years.

Board members Alice Hunnicutt, who
served for nine years on the BOE, and
Gary McCready, who served six years,
did not seek re-election.

Westfield firefighter Daniel Maglione,
a 12-year veteran of the fire department,
lost his battle with cancer on March 29.

Mountainside
The New Jersey American Water

Company made a presentation to the
Mountainside Borough Council regard-
ing a project to clean and rehabilitate the
water mains in the borough. The pri-
mary goals would be to update the origi-
nal water mains, some dating back to the
1930s and 1940s, and to clean and align
them.

Three teachers resigned from the
borough’s school system, two with 16
years’ experience.

County
The Freeholders introduced a $481-

million budget supported by a $291.2-
million tax levy, an increase of 5 percent
over 2010. County officials blamed the
increase on a $10-million cut in state
funding in support of county facilities.

The state’s reapportionment commis-
sion approved a new legislative map
submitted by Democrats over a Repub-
lican map in a 6-5 vote, with Rutgers
public policy professor Alan Rosenthal
casting the tie-breaking vote. Overall,
come January, Union County will be
represented by three districts – Districts
20, 21 and 22 – instead of four. District
29 will no longer include Union County.
Locally, District 21 remained a strong
GOP district with four new towns, while
District 22 was unchanged as a strong
Democratic district.

The Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders appointed deputy comptrol-
ler Melinda Zito as chief financial of-
ficer (CFO) as the county readied for the
retirement of longtime financial direc-
tor Larry Caroselli.

The Freeholders considered a resolu-
tion to award a contract to Frank Lurch
Demolition Company, LLC of Avon By
the Sea for the demolition of seven ex-
isting buildings, including a house at
370 Madison Hill Road, near St. Agnes
Roman Catholic Church, and a residen-
tial structure at 675 Madison Hill Road
near Hazelwood Cemetery, both in Clark.

Fanwood
Following Scotch Plains-Fanwood’s

public forum to listen to residents’ view-
points and assess Jersey Professional
Management’s shared-services findings,
Fanwood council members stated their
intention to pursue all opportunities that
would save money while not cutting
important services to the borough.
Fanwood’s pre-meeting discussion at-
tempted to determine the borough’s top
“priorities,” Mayor Colleen Mahr told
the public. She said the conversation
featured a “wide range” of ideas, and
while no ultimate consensus was reached
on a ranking, the top five priorities – in
no order – were: police, courts, libraries,
construction department and DPW.

The borough council said the
children’s section of the Fanwood Me-
morial Library would remain closed tem-
porarily due to early spring flood dam-
age. Carol Campell of the Friends of the
Fanwood Library asked the governing
body to “hopefully continue the conver-
sation” about potential improvements
and/or the future of the facility, located
in a converted small house at North
Avenue and Tillotson Road.

Mayor Mahr and Recreation Director
Bob Budiansky organized a forum for
Fanwood residents to bring their ideas
to develop a master plan for the future of
borough parks and indoor recreation
spaces.

Scotch Plains
Township Manager Chris Marion out-

lined his proposed $22,129,462 spend-
ing proposal. Taxes on an assessed home
in Scotch Plains of $122,100 would see
a tax decrease to $1,747 from $1,853
without the library included, as stipu-
lated in a new state requirement. Adding
in the library’s increase the average tax
bill rose by about $57 over 2010.

BOE members Robert O’Conner of
Fanwood and Donald Parisi of Scotch
Plains opted not to seek reelection.

A 3-2 split township council voted to
use most of the $780,000 sewer utility
surplus to help offset expected rate in-
creases in coming years. The two coun-
cil Democrats favored refunding some
$500,000 of the surplus to ratepayers
while the three council Republicans sup-
ported using the excess funds to offset
what was expected to be significant in-
creases in fees charged by the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA) and
Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage Au-
thority (PARSA) in 2012 and 2013.

The planning board held a special
hearing regarding Union County’s plan
for the new park on the former Ponde-
rosa Farm property on Cooper Road.
The plans for the new park call for the
conversion of one of the existing barns
into a maintenance garage, the con-
struction of a 96-space parking lot with
six handicapped spaces, a large patch
of grass to host two soccer fields that
would be rotated periodically to allow
the grass to recover, 175-watt orna-
mental lampposts along the driveway
to the park that would be on 24 hours a
day for security reasons, bathrooms with
timed locks on the doors, and a play-
ground for children with a special “spray
ground” water feature operational in the
summer months.

Anonymous for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FERRARO’S FIRE...A six-alarm fire raged through Ferraro’s Restaurant in
Westfield on May 5, destroying the landmark establishment. Twenty-one fire
departments from surrounding towns were on hand to help fight the blaze, which
burned out of control for three hours.

May 12, 2011

Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ERIN GO BRAGH...Asw. Linda Stender, at podium, and Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr congratulate Fanwood resident David Bell, third from left, on
being named Grand Marshal of Union County’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade. Mr.
Bell is pictured with his wife and other members of the parade committee.

February 10, 2011
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Courtesy of Tom Kranz
EYESORE NO MORE…Demolition of Rocco’s, a former bar and packaged
goods store at the intersection of Terrill Road and Midway Avenue in Fanwood,
began in April. Since going out of business several years ago, the building had
fallen into disrepair and the apartments had become unsafe for habitation.

May 5, 2011

Courtesy of Gene Jannotti
The 9/11 Memorial in Bayonne, given
to the United States by Russia.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FLOWERS AND A SMOOCH...Joe Britt, Republican Party chairman in
Fanwood, presents returning Democratic Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
with a bouquet and congratulations during the borough’s reorganization
meeting on January 6.

January 6, 2011
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Bauer: Moving School
Elections to Nov. Could

Bring Politics into Equation
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Moving school
elections to November could have nega-
tive consequences, one Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education (BOE)
member said last week.

Board member Nancy Bauer, speak-
ing at the end of last Thursday’s agenda-
setting meeting, updated her colleagues
about a meeting of the Garden State Coa-
lition of Schools’ Board of Trustees.
Scotch Plains is represented as a member
community; in addition to Ms. Bauer,
Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Hayes attended the session.

Ms. Bauer said there is a “lot of con-
cern” that during the current lame-duck
session of the State Legislature, impor-
tant education bills could be fast-tracked.

Of primary concern, she said, is bill A-
4360/ S-3128; that would move school
elections to November and eliminate a
vote on school budgets, provided they fall
within the state-mandated 2-percent cap.

While noting that there are advantages
to such a voting procedure – namely,
larger turnout – Ms. Bauer had a “personal
concern” about the proposed measure.

“We’re very fortunate here in Scotch
Plains-Fanwood to have an apolitical
board,” she said. “There are many school
districts in New Jersey that are run by a
party.” She said in such places the focus
of school board meetings is not always on
children. Instead, politics gets lumped
into board discussions and the decision-
making process.

“My personal fear is that if elections are
moved to November, more and more school
boards – hopefully not ours – would be
drawn into the whole political process of
elections in November,” Ms. Bauer said.

Another bill of “great concern” to her
would change the tenure procedure and the
process by which teachers are evaluated.
According to the text of bill S-2925, the
current tenure system, in which teachers
and principals are eligible to receive ten-
ure after three years, would be altered. In
its place, a teacher would be eligible to
receive tenure “after the employee re-
ceives a rating of ‘effective’ in each of
three consecutive annual evaluations, with
the first effective rating being received
on or after the completion of the second
year of employment.” In addition to eligi-
bility being pushed back until after a mini-
mum of four years, a teacher would have to
complete a mentorship program in his or
her first year.

The bill also “empowers” a principal,
“in consultation with school-improvement
panels established under the bill, [to] have
sole authority to appoint or remove an
employee in the position of teacher, assis-
tant principal, or vice-principal. Any ac-
tion taken by a principal to appoint or
remove an employee will not be subject to
approval by either the superintendent of
schools or the board of education.”

“The real problem,” Ms. Bauer said,
would be that the changes would take
superintendents and boards of education
“out of the business of determining who’s

retained in-district; it would happen on a
school level with principals and peers.”

Among other hot topics in education,
Ms. Bauer said the lame-duck session might
produce a vote on the Opportunity Scholar-
ship Act, which she believes will pass.

State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21,
Westfield) is the primary Republican spon-
sor of the Act, with Democratic State Sena-
tor Ray Lesniak (D-20, Elizabeth) serving
as the bill’s primary overall sponsor.

The Act focuses on allowing low-in-
come students a way out of
underperforming schools; it hopes to ac-
complish this by offering scholarships of
up to $12,000 to these students, allowing
them to attend other public or private
schools. To fund the vouchers, corporate
contributions would be allowed. In re-
turn, the corporations would then receive
matching tax credits.

In other business, Board President Trip
Whitehouse discussed a letter sent by
Fred Lange, the local representative of a
non-profit group, Courage to Connect,
that seeks the full merger of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood. The BOE will appoint two
commissioners, one from both commu-
nities, to represent it at future discussions
between the municipalities.

Mr. Whitehouse said, “Because your
typical merger discussion involves
schools as well, all local governing bod-
ies are required to appoint commission-
ers, or representatives, so that everyone’s
interests are at the table…We’ll certainly
reach out [to], and hopefully approve,
commissioners who will be diligent and
there for all the right reasons. In our
particular case, the interest of the school
district in this discussion [is] somewhat
moot because we’re already combined.”

Scotch Plains and Fanwood will be re-
quired to appoint representatives as well.
Three Scotch Plains-Fanwood teachers at-
tended the meeting to give instructional
updates on their programs. Their appear-
ances coincided with a vote this week on
approving three programs-of-study changes
in the 2012-13 school year. These include
changes to Algebra I – the Academic Course,
Social Studies – Introduction to Psychol-
ogy Course and a Mandarin II Course.
After hearing updates on the three offer-
ings, Mr. Whitehouse said he was encour-
aged that the courses would help make
students “lifelong learners” and “open up
avenues of opportunity for them.”

In particular, he was “thrilled” to hear
of the success of the Mandarin I class
being taken by about 35 juniors and se-
niors. The students have excelled through
a variety of strategies and hands-on exer-
cises. They use song and rhyme, along
with engaging conversations, to learn
Mandarin, said World Language Super-
visor Linda Materna.

The goal, she said, was to add a non-
Western language for upperclassmen and
gauge students’ interest. She said the course
has attracted, and challenged, many high-
performing students. Next year, she hopes
to open up the course to sophomores while
providing Mandarin II for juniors who
wish to continue their studies.

Hearing on Union Catholic
Netting to Continue Jan. 26

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Zoning Board of Adjustment, on
Monday evening, held a third round of
hearings on the application of Union
Catholic Regional High School, located
at 1600 Martine Avenue, to erect an
elaborate netting system in an effort to
stop foul balls from landing in the yards
of the neighbors whose properties abut
the playing field.

Rajul and Sachin Shah, of 6 Dutch
Lane, whose property abuts the field,
were granted an injunction, against bat-
ting at the field, in June, by state Superior
Court Judge John Malone of Union
County. The Shah’s are represented by
Marc Rogoff of Woodbridge while the
school is represented by William Butler
of Westfield.

The almost four-hour hearing was
dominated by the testimony of David
Tanner, of Valley Springs, Calif., who,
along with Carlos Bayard, a ballistics
expert from California, designed the net-
ting system.

Mr. Tanner further stated that he was
hired by Darin Phil, of Suburban Engi-
neering Consultants of Mount Arlington,
whose firm reconfigured the school’s
baseball diamond and installed the artifi-
cial turf baseball field and running track.
The cost of that project was approxi-
mately $2 million, Mr. Butler said. Mr.
Phil, who testified at the two previous
hearings, is recovering from surgery and
was unable to attend the meeting.

Mr. Tanner then stated that in design-
ing the netting system, the focus was on
safety. Mr. Butler asked Mr. Tanner if the
netting system would stop foul balls. Mr.
Tanner relied that it would stop the high-
est balls, but no netting system designed
could contain every ball, but it would
stop 90percent of the balls.

The netting system would be supported
by 10 poles of varying heights the tallest,
110 feet high, would be placed adjacent
to the first and third base lines, 35 feet
from the property line. This netting would
contain a baseball at the projected height
of 107 feet. Mr. Tanner stated that several
variables to consider, such as the speed
and arc of the ball. He then described the
horizontal netting system to be used above
and behind home plate to be supported by
40-foot poles. Mr. Tanner said this sys-
tem would prevent pop ups from leaving
the field. He said that the calculations for
the whole system were based on the speed
of the ball to be traveling at 96 m.p.h.

Mr. Tanner testified as to the strength
of the galvanized poles, which would be
embedded in the ground by a three-foot
wide concrete base. The poles themselves
would be two foot wide and taper toward
the top as to be more esthtetically pleas-
ing. In describing the system of cabling
which would be used to support the net-
ting, Mr. Tanner said it would be like a
guitar string, taut. The netting would also
be taut and not that visible from a dis-
tance. He showed a sample of the mesh
netting, which resembled a large fish net.
Mr. Butler distributed picture of Mari-
ners Field, in Seattle, Wash, to the board
to illustrate the visual affect of the net-

ting.
Mr. Tanner stated that landscaping or

trees would not stop the balls from exit-
ing the field. Board planner Mary Moody
asked if trees could be used to cover the
base of the poles and eventually grow and
hide the poles. Mr. Tanner responded
that the trees would have to be trimmed at
to not interfere with the netting.

Board member Richard Druthie asked
Mr. Tanner to explain about how wind,
ball speed, the pitch and trajectory affects
of a baseball. He also asked what kind of
bat the calculating was based on. Mr.
Tanner responded that the calculations
were based on a composite bat. Mr.
Druthie also asked how long the netting
would last. Mr. Tanner responded that
the netting would last 10 years and then
have to be replaced.

Board member Tim Livolsi asked Mr.
Tanner questions about the horizontal
trajectory of the ball and the position of
the poles. He asked if Mr. Tanner consid-
ered other options like lowering the net-
ting. Mr. Tanner said that by lowering the
poles it would not be affective and it
would stop a lower percentage of foul
balls and not justify the cost of the project
which is estimated to be $250,000.

The board did not vote on the vari-
ances on Thursday. The session ended
shortly after 11 p.m., with Mr. Butler
unable to call a second witness, varsity
basketball and baseball coach James
Regan, who is also the school’s vice-
principal. Mr. Butler said time is a con-
sideration, and he is concerned about the
school being able to prepare for the com-
ing baseball season.

Time also did not permit Mr. Rogoff to
call Richard Lapinski, of Woodbridge,
who is a real estate appraiser and expert.
Mr. Butler asked the board to hold a
special meeting in January to continue
the hearing. The board agreed to meet on
Thursday, January 26, 2012, at 7:30 p.m.

NJTV Board Elects
 New Trustees

NEWARK – In its first Board of Trust-
ees meeting last Friday, Public Media NJ,
Inc., operator of NJTV, New Jersey’s
new public television network, elected
five new members to its Board of Trust-
ees.

They are: Bernard “Bernie” Flynn, has
president and CEO of New Jersey Manu-
facturers Insurance Company; Edward
Graham, chairman, president and CEO
of South Jersey Industries and president
and CEO of South Jersey Gas Co.; Randall
Mehrberg, president of PSEG Energy
Holdings; Brenda Ross-Dulan, execu-
tive vice-president and regional presi-
dent for Wells Fargo’s southern N.J re-
gion, and Gary Wingens, chairman and
CEO of Lowenstein Sandler.

Additionally, the roles of two existing
board members were elevated at the
meeting as Josh Weston, former chair-
man of ADP, was elected chairman of the
board and Liz Thomas, former member
of the Public Broadcasting Authority of
New Jersey and principal at Thomas Boyd
Communications, was elected vice-chair.

FW Redevelopment Efforts
Continue With Approval

Of South Ave. Subdivision
By MICHAEL POLLACK

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD – A simple subdivision
approval will allow other dominos to
drop, as Fanwood’s redevelopment ef-
forts reach a new phase.

The borough’s planning board voted
unanimously on Monday night to allow
the subdivision of properties along South
and LaGrande Avenues. Now, the bor-
ough and the downtown developer, Elite
Properties, will be permitted to partition
off the South Avenue frontage of Block
64 into three separate pieces. Elite owns
the middle lot, 5, which is the former
Sovereign Bank site; here, it can move
forward with building residential and
commercial properties.

In addition, the vote allows for the
subdivision of the rear parking lot, along
LaGrande Avenue, where Elite plans to
build two-story residential properties.

Outgoing planning board Chairman
Kevin Boris, who will join the borough
council on January 1, called Monday’s
approval a “prelude” to furthering rede-
velopment efforts along South and
Martine Avenues. Fanwood Mayor Col-
leen Mahr told The Westfield Leader and
The Times she now sees the “light at the
end of the tunnel, and it will be something
that the town will benefit from for gen-
erations to come...The vibrant downtown
is in our sights now.”

Elite Properties is now negotiating with
the borough, trying to acquire the two
parcels the borough owns on either side
of the former Sovereign bank, lots 4 and
6, along South Avenue.

As part of an eventual property “swap,”
the borough will sell the frontage of the
former Livingston Wilbor site, lot 6, along
South Avenue, to Elite. In return, the
borough will receive the rear of lot 5, to
use for parking.

A few years back, Fanwood had a
specific vision of a revitalized down-

town. It began by the borough purchas-
ing the Livingston Wilbor site. That site,
she said, was suited for light-industrial
use and “had no place” in Fanwood’s
future. Fanwood’s goal, she said, was to
intervene after no one stepped forward to
purchase Livingston Wilbor.

“We wanted to lay hands on the property
and hold it until the right time, so the vision
could be completed...None of this would
have ever been possible if we had a light-
industrial use still sitting there,” she said.

If all goes according to plan, the
borough’s existing parking lot behind the
stores on Martine Avenue will be perma-
nently closed. In its place will be a pedes-
trian plaza.

“I think this is really the next turning
point for the advancement of the redevel-
opment goal,” the mayor told The Leader
and The Times after the meeting. “The
idea is that ultimately, the frontage of
South Avenue will be fully developed
and consistent. All the stores will be right
up on South Avenue. At the same time,
we needed to make sure we can provide
parking to make all of this actually work,”
the mayor said.

The mayor said Elite owns a “signifi-
cant” part of what Fanwood “ultimately
wants,” which is the back of the bank
property. The subdivision approved on
Monday will pave the way for Elite to
keep and develop the frontage while even-
tually “swapping” the back to the bor-
ough.

“Tonight, as mundane as simple as it
was, was another big leap toward finaliz-
ing the vision,” she said. She estimated
that in 2012, the borough would see
movement on the rest of the South Av-
enue parcels.

Planning-board member Daniel Zucker
said after the board’s vote that the subdi-
vision, and all subsequent resulting ac-
tions, will “greatly enhance the down-
town development plan.”

SP Bans Parking on Cedar
Brook; Donnelly Named Capt.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The township
council wrapped up its 2012 business on
Tuesday by passing a parking ordinance
that will prohibit parking on Cedar Brook
Road. Deputy Mayor Mary DePaola ex-
plained at the council’s regular meeting
that the restrictions were being enacted
“in the interest of the safety of students”
walking to and from nearby Brunner El-
ementary School.

Since the summer, the council has been
discussing the parking situation not only
Cedar Brook Road, but also on nearby
Homestead Terrace with the police de-
partment and parents who drop off and
pick up their children at the school. A
move to restrict parking on Homestead
Terrace during school days was met with
protests by parents who complained that
it would result in increased congestion on
other streets. The Cedar Brook Road or-
dinance will eliminate all parking on
both sides of that street between 8 a.m.
and 4 p.m. on school days.

The council also approved an ordi-
nance revising upward the various fees
and charges imposed for use of township
recreation facilities. Mrs. DePaola said
the recreation commission periodically
requests the council to update the fees,
which range from membership at Scotch
Hills Country Club, rental of the facility’s
clubhouse, use of parks for picnics,
ballfield rentals and mini-golf rates.

In other business, Township Manager
Chris Marion said the Department of
Public Works hopes to complete its leaf
collection program by the end of next
week. And he said the Oak Ridge Sports-
men Association would conduct the an-
nual deer hunt in the Ashbrook Reserva-
tion beginning on or about January 7.
Residents living in the neighborhood will
receive formal written notification and
details about the program from Union
County before the deer reduction effort
gets underway.

When questioned by a resident as to
why there was no live nativity scene
outside the municipal building, as has
been the tradition in recent years, Mr.
Marion said he had a “number of con-
cerns” regarding the live animals and was
unable to adequately address them this
year given the township’s focus in recent
weeks on cleaning up not only from the
August hurricane, but also from the de-
bris caused by the October 30 snow-
storm. He said a committee is being formed

to look at the nativity scene for next year.
At its final meeting of the year, the

council gave its assent to the 2012 budget
for the Senior Housing Corp., which has
been plagued in recent years by financial
difficulties. As a result, the council also
approved a resolution on Tuesday autho-
rizing payment of $89,597 to cover the
corporation’s budget deficiency. When
questioned why a private entity needed the
backing of the municipal government,
Mayor Nancy Malool said that, according
to the documents creating the corporation
back in the 1990s, the guarantor of the
entity’s bonds is the township, meaning
that nay deficiencies in its finances must
be made up by the township.

The mayor also addressed several other
issues, including the announcement that
the sale of the financially-troubled
Shackamaxon Country Club to New Jersey
Golf, operator of Forgate Country club in
Monroe Township, had been formally com-
pleted last Friday. And the mayor said the
annual Mayor’s Gala on December 3 raised
nearly $8,000 for local charities.

At the start of the council’s 90-minute
meeting, Lientenant Brian Donnelly was
promoted to the rank of captain, a move
that Mayor Malool called “long over-
due.” Police Chief Brian Mahoney said
Capt. Donnelly, who joined the police
department in 1988, would serve as “my
right-hand man.”

The council will hold its annual reor-
ganization meeting on Tuesday, January
3, at 8 p.m.

FW to Reorganize
Jan. 1 at Borough Hall

FANWOOD — The Borough of
Fanwood will hold its annual reorganization
meeting on Sunday, January 1 at noon in the
Council Chambers of the Borough Hall,
located at 75 North Martine Avenue in
Fanwood. After being sworn in to her third
mayoral term, Mayor Colleen Mahr will
deliver the “State of Fanwood” address.

Russell Huegel, who has been re-
elected to a second term, and Kevin Boris,
newly elected, will be sworn in as
councilpersons. A reception will be held
at The Chelsea at Fanwood, an assisted
living facility located at 295 South Av-
enue immediately following the meeting.

Editor’s Note
Editor’s Note: The Union County Free-

holders meeting story from December 15
will be published in the December 29 issue.
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ALL
STORES

OPEN
SUN.

MOST STORES ACCEPT:For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE
Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Westfield, 333 South Ave. East, ShopRite WINES & SPIRITS STORES ARE INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED AND
NOT A CHAIN. PRICES AND PRODUCTS FEATURED MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES. Prices effective Sunday, Dec. 11 thru Tuesday, Dec. 27, 2011. We
reserve the right to limit quantities. Artwork does not necessarily  represent items on sale. It is for display purposes only. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the
event of errors, the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only.

IMPORTED FROM ITALY

Santa 
Margherita
PINOT GRIGIO 1999

Toasted Head
• CABERNET 
• MERLOT
• CHARDONNAY 999

ALL TYPES

Cupcake
Wine 899

Ketel One
Vodka

REGULAR OR FLAVORS

3999

Bacardi
Rum

LIGHT, DARK, SELECT

1999

Jameson
Irish Whiskey

4399

Apothic Red
BLEND

999

Villa Luisa
Brunello

di Montalcino 2006

2999

S A V I N G S  O N  S P I R I T S  

Tanqueray Gin
IMPORTED

3799
1.75 L

Canadian Club
IMPORTED

1999
1.75 L

Patron Tequila
SILVER

3799

Sterling Napa
750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

Jack
Daniels
BLACK LABEL

4199
Johnnie Walker Black

5999

• Absolut Vodka
REGULAR 80 PROOF OR FLAVORS

• Stolichnaya
Vodka

REGULAR 80 PROOF OR FLAVORS

2999
1.75 L

1.75 L

We Carry the Largest Selection of Imported & Domestic Beer:
MORE THAN ANYONE ELSE IN NEW JERSEY!

is at our

EVERYDAY
LOW DISCOUNTED PRICES!

H O L I D A Y  W I N E  S A V I N G S

750
ML 750

ML

1.75 L

1.75 L

Your
Choice!

1899

1499

1299

750
ML

DEBIT
CARD

Beer...

• SAUVIGNON
BLANC

• Frangelico
• Licor 43

• Bailey’s
IRISH CREAM, REGULAR  

• Caravella
LIMONCELLO

1999
750
ML

Courvoisier
VS                XO

2799 8999

• Bailey’s Irish Cream 
• Licor 43

3999Your 
Choice!

Your
Choice!

1.75 L

• Chambord (750 ML)

• Southern Comfort (1.75 L)

2699Your 
Choice! EACH

• Di Saronno 
• Irish Mist

2299Your 
Choice!

• Romana Sambuca
• Tia Maria

2199Your 
Choice! 750

ML

750
ML

750
ML

1.75 L

• CABERNET
• MERLOT

• CHARDONNAY

• SAUVIGNON
BLANC • RIESLING

• CAB • MERLOT
• PINOT NOIR

• CHARD • ZIN
• MERITAGE • SYRAH

VINTNER’S RESERVE

1499

1199

899

1799

1599

1199
• MERLOT

• CABERNET
• OLD VINES ZIN

• CHARDONNAY

2999

1999

1399
• IL DUCALE

• RISERVA
DUCALE TAN

B I G  S I Z E  S A V I N G SC H A M P A G N E  & S P A R K L I N G

St. Francis Ruffino

Veuve Clicquot
4299YELLOW

LABEL 750
ML 5 L

BOX

750
ML1199BRUT,

XDRY, BRUT ROSEKorbel 1199ALL
TYPESWoodbridge 1.5 L

Almaden
MOUNTAIN HERITAGE

1399 1499
5 L
BOX

• RISERVA
DUCALE GOLD

ALL 750 MLS

1.75 L

5 L BOX

ALL 750 MLS

ALL 
750 MLS

ALL 
750 MLSKendall Jackson

333 South Ave. East , Westfield, NJ • (908) 232-8700

Sunrise Cellars
the Wine Department at
ShopRite Wines and Spirits of Westfield

VISIT OUR 
TEMPERATURE
CONTROLLED
WINE CELLAR

The items
below are 
on Sale!

Prices effective through 
Tuesday, Dec. 27, 2011

Many items are in short supply,
please shop early.

Debit
Cards

Wines & Spirits Store Open 
Sunday

Cranford
The township committee introduced,

with a vote of 3-2, the 2011 municipal
budget of $32,023,669, a decrease of
$293,000 from 2010. A total of
$21,668,106 was to be raised in taxes,
a 1.95-percent increase, amounting to
$415,201. Mayor Daniel Aschenbach
called the move to eliminate 14 posi-
tions — which would be achieved via
attrition and layoffs — a “very difficult
decision.”

Garwood
Garwood’s Board of Education, a

volunteer committee and community
members discussed what to do with the
former Washington School building.
The school, which was used most re-
cently for pre-k and kindergarten
classes, was closed at the end of the
2009-2010 school year.

The borough council adopted the
2011 budget of $6,966,418, with
$5,442,305 to be raised in taxes, repre-
senting an increase of $143,804 over
last year. State aid remained almost the
same as last year, at $490,186.

MAY
Westfield

The board of education welcomed its
newest members, Mark Friedman and
Roseanne Kurstedt, who were elected
during the April School Election. Julia
Walker was re-elected as board presi-
dent, while Richard Mattessich was cho-
sen as BOE vice-president.

A six-alarm fire destroyed the land-
mark Ferraro’s Restaurant on Elm Street
in the early morning hours of May 5
and also damaged adjacent buildings
while displacing tenants in upper-floor
apartments. The blaze was brought un-
der control with assistance from fire
departments from Berkeley Heights,
Clark, Cranford, Elizabeth, Fanwood,
Garwood, Hillside, Kenilworth, Lin-
den, Millburn, Mountainside, New
Providence, Plainfield, Roselle, Roselle
Park, Scotch Plains, South Plainfield,
Springfield, Summit and Union. The
building housing Ferraro’s was even-
tually razed, with a new, larger build-
ing planned.

“America’s Most Wanted” host John
Walsh spoke on May 15 at The Presby-
terian Church in Westfield about the
National Center for Missing and Ex-
ploited Children and offered advice to
parents on how to keep their children
safe from predators.

The town council tentatively ap-
proved a $340,000 capital expenditure
for a new 9-1-1 system.

The board of education unanimously
approved student-activity fees for an-
other year, after a successful introduc-
tion year in the 2010-2011 school year.
The fees cover various clubs and activi-
ties as well as some sports.

Talbots, a women’s clothing and ac-
cessory store in Westfield for 25 years,
announced that it would close in Au-
gust.

Scotch Plains
At the first-ever joint meeting of the

two municipal councils, members of
the Scotch Plains and Fanwood gov-
erning bodies announced that a consen-
sus had been reached to begin serious
discussions about merging the two
towns’ police and construction depart-
ments as well as the municipal courts.

The township council approved an
ordinance adopting a redevelopment
plan providing options for the future
use of the 146-acre Shackamaxon Coun-
try Club and various municipal proper-
ties in the downtown.

The zoning board of adjustment re-
jected T-Mobile’s application to erect a
120-foot monopole cell tower at the
Willow Grove Swim Club.

Walter McFall was reelected to the
BOE while Douglas Layne was elected
to his first term. Trip Whitehouse was
re-elected as BOE, president and Nancy
Bauer was elected as vice-president.

Local officials and residents gath-
ered on May 12 for the grand re-open-
ing of Brookside Park, which had un-
dergone extensive refurbishment.

The Scotch Plains Management Corp.
said it would sponsor a new and exotic
car show in the fall along East Second
Street.

The township council, on a 3-2 vote,
approved the $23.49-million munici-
pal budget for 2011, financed in part by
a $57 increase in the municipal portion
of local property-tax bills for a home
assessed at $122,000.

The planning board gave final ap-
proval to the site plan application by
The Newmark School, which educates
students with special needs. The school
said it would consolidate its facilities at
the former Verizon building on Cellar
Avenue.

Fanwood
The borough council on May 10 in-

troduced the 2011 municipal budget
with $5.6 million in expenses.

Local officials broke ground on May
19 for the future site of Fanwood Cross-
ing, a mixed-use development at the
corner of South and Martine Avenues.

Cranford
Mayor Daniel Aschenbach said the

township would receive $756,000 in
impact fees from the developer of the
Riverfront project on South Avenue
due to the additional 18 housing units
being added to the $35-million devel-
opment.

The township committee passed an
ordinance creating a conservation util-
ity that would act in an advisory role in
suggesting ways the municipal govern-
ment could achieve monetary savings
in such areas as the conservation cen-
ter, sewage usage, leaf collection and
garbage pickup.

The township government held a spe-
cial meeting at the Orange Avenue El-
ementary School on May 18 to address
concerns about a proposed low-income
housing development on Birchwood
Avenue.

The township committee said it would
continue its public hearing on the 2011
municipal budget in June because state
officials had disallowed the way some
budget provisions were treated by local
officials in crafting the $31-million
spending plan.

Garwood
The Garwood Board of Education

welcomed newly-elected members
Christine Guerriero, Aaron Watkins and
Linda Koenig and elected Adele Lewis
as president and Susan Groning as vice-

2011 Year In Review Part I
president.

Democrat Sara Todisco was ap-
pointed by the borough council to fill
the seat left vacant by Jonathan Linken.

Police Lieutenant Bruce Underhill
was selected to replace retiring Police
Chief William Legg.

Mountainside
The Mountainside Board of Educa-

tion swore in three newly-elected mem-
bers, Dante Gioia, Cathy Jakositz and
Carolyn Williams, and chose James
Ruban as president and Christopher
Minks as vice-president.

The board of education reached a
settlement agreement with the Berke-
ley Heights Board of Education regard-
ing money owed for unaccounted stu-
dents who attended Governor
Livingston High School and other costs.

County
The Union County Prosecutor’s Of-

fice said it was investigating whether
all revenues from parking receipts at
the 2010 MusicFest at Oak Ridge Park

in Clark were properly accounted for.
The probe was spurred by a watchdog
group’s allegation that hundreds of
thousands of dollars were missing.

The Union County Freeholder Board
on May 12 adopted a $482.2-million
budget, with $291.2 million to be raised
via property taxes, a $13.8-million in-
crease over 2010. County taxes would
rise in 20 of the 21 towns. County taxes
in Westfield would rise $1.7 million to
$29.9 million; Cranford’s would in-
crease $1.4 million to $16.9 million;
Scotch Plains’ would go up by $1 mil-
lion to $16.4 million and Fanwood
would pay an additional $221,231 over
last year for a total of $4.7 million.
Garwood would pay $216,530 more
for a total of $2.8 million, while
Mountainside’s portion would rise
$178,523 for a total of $7.1 million.

***
The second half of the Year in Re-

view will published in the Thursday,
December 29 issue.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

Utility Completes Repairs to Improve
Water Quality  in Mountainside

MOUNTAINSIDE – New Jersey
American Water has completed a six-
month cleaning and lining project in
Mountainside. The utility said the three-
phase project should improve water pres-
sure and water quality for the company’s
customers in the nearby area.

 The first phase of the project was to
replace a 60-year old, small diameter cast
iron main with a new eight-inch ductile
iron water pipe on Beech Street and a 12-
inch ductile iron pipe on Central Avenue.
The second phase of the project was the
cleaning and lining of multiple sections
of pipeline. The cleaning of build up
from the pipe walls and reconditioning of
the newly cleaned pipes with a cement
mortar lining is expected to improve water
quality by clearing out the sediment in
pipes that naturally occur over time.

This phase took place on Old Tote
Road, Poplar Avenue, School Drive,
Central Avenue, Blazo Terrace, Iris Drive,
Corrinne Terrace, and Summit Road.

Tolls Go Up 50 Percent
Jan. 1 on GSP, Pike

STATE — Motorists will see the sec-
ond toll increase on the Garden State
Parkway and New Jersey Turnpike be-
ginning January 1, when tolls go up 53
percent on the Turnpike and 50 percent
on the Garden State Parkway.

The increase is the second part of a
two-phase toll increase adopted in Octo-
ber 2008 by the New Jersey Turnpike
Authority under Gov. Jon Corzine. Tolls
increased 40 percent  on the two high-
ways that year.

The Star-Ledger has reported that the
average passenger vehicle toll will rise
from $2.20 to $3.30 on the Turnpike and
70 cents to $1.05 on the Parkway.

Tolls were originally to increase 800
percent over 14 years under a proposal
by Gov. Corzine.

During the third phase of the project, two
segments of 60-year old, six-inch un-
lined cast iron pipe were retired. Custom-
ers were transferred to newer existing 12-
and 16-inch mains.

Since completing the project, the main
is back in service and operating nor-
mally, American Water officials said.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

SP to Collect Trees
Beginning Jan. 9

SCOTCH PLAINS – The township has
announced that the township’s curbside
Christmas tree pick-up will commence
Tuesday, January 9. No additional branches
or tree parts will be collected at that time.

Residents are reminded to remove or-
naments and wires and are asked not to
bag the trees. Only one pass through the
township will be made for trees so resi-
dents are urged to make sure their trees
are a curbside by January 9.
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Yes, Virginia, There Is a Santa Claus
Francis P. Church wrote the fol-

lowing editorial in response to a let-
ter written by Virginia O’Hanlon. The
letter was published in the New York
Sun in 1897.

* * * * *
Dear Editor,
I am 8 years old. Some of my little

friends say there is no Santa Claus.
Papa says, “If you see it in The Sun,
it’s so.” Please tell me the truth, is
there a Santa Claus?

Virginia O’Hanlon
* * * * *

Virginia, your little friends are
wrong. They have been affected by
the skepticism of a skeptical age.
They do not believe except they see.
They think that nothing can be which
is not comprehensible by their little
minds. All minds, Virginia, whether
they be men’s or children’s, are little.
In this great universe of ours, man is
a mere insect, an ant, in his intellect
as compared with the boundless world
about him, as measured by the intel-
ligence capable of grasping the whole
of truth and knowledge.

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus.
He exists as certainly as love and
generosity and devotion exist, and
you know that they abound and give
to your life its highest beauty and joy.
Alas! How dreary would be the world
if there were no Santa Claus! It would
be as dreary as if there were no
Virginias. There would be no child-
like faith then, no poetry, no romance
to make tolerable this existence. We
should have no enjoyment, except in
sense and sight. The external light
with which childhood fills the world
would be extinguished.

Not believe in Santa Claus! You
might as well not believe in fairies.
You might get your papa to hire men
to watch in all the chimneys on Christ-
mas eve to catch Santa Claus, but
even if you did not see Santa Claus
coming down, what would that prove?
Nobody sees Santa Claus, but that is
no sign that there is no Santa Claus.

The most real things in the world are
those that neither children nor men
can see. Did you ever see fairies danc-
ing on the lawn? Of course not, but
that’s no proof that they are not there.
Nobody can conceive or imagine all
the wonders there are unseen and
unseeable in the world.

You tear apart the baby’s rattle and
see what makes the noise inside, but
there is a veil covering the unseen
world which not the strongest man,
nor even the united strength of all the
strongest men that ever lived could
tear apart. Only faith, poetry, love,
romance, can push aside that curtain
and view and picture the supernatural
beauty and glory beyond. Is it all
real? Ah, Virginia, in all this world
there is nothing else real and abiding.

No Santa Claus! Thank God! He
lives and lives forever. A thousand
years from now, Virginia, nay 10 times
10,000 years from now, he will con-
tinue to make glad the heart of child-
hood.

’Twas the Night Before Christmas,
Account of a Visit from St. Nicholas

by Major Henry Livingston, Jr. (1748-1828)

’Twas the night before Christmas, when all through
the house, Not a creature was stirring, not even a
mouse; The stockings were hung by the chimney
with care, In hopes that St. Nicholas soon would be
there;

The children were nestled all snug in their beds,
While visions of sugar-plums danced in their heads;
And mamma in her ‘kerchief, and I in my cap, Had
just settled down for a long winter’s nap,

When out on the lawn there arose such a clatter, I
sprang from the bed to see what was the matter.
Away to the window I flew like a flash, Tore open the
shutters and threw up the sash.

The moon on the breast of the new-fallen snow
Gave the lustre of mid-day to objects below; When,
what to my wondering eyes should appear, But a
miniature sleigh, and eight tiny reindeer,

With a little old driver, so lively and quick, I knew
in a moment it must be St. Nick. More rapid than
eagles his coursers they came, And he whistled, and
shouted, and called them by name;

“Now, Dasher! now, Dancer! now, Prancer and
Vixen! On, Comet! on Cupid! on, Donder and Blitzen!
To the top of the porch! To the top of the wall! Now
dash away! Dash away! Dash away all!”

As dry leaves that before the wild hurricane fly,
When they meet with an obstacle, mount to the sky,
So up to the house-top the coursers they flew, With
the sleigh full of toys, and St. Nicholas too.

And then, in a twinkling, I heard on the roof The
prancing and pawing of each little hoof. As I drew in
my hand, and was turning around, Down the chim-
ney St. Nicholas came with a bound.

He was dressed all in fur, from his head to his foot,
And his clothes were all tarnished with ashes and
soot; A bundle of toys he had flung on his back, And
he looked like a peddler just opening his pack.

His eyes — how they twinkled! His dimples how
merry! His cheeks were like roses, his nose like a
cherry! His droll little mouth was drawn up like a
bow, And the beard of his chin was as white as the
snow;

The stump of a pipe he held tight in his teeth, And
the smoke it encircled his head like a wreath; He had
a broad face and a little round belly, That shook,
when he laughed like a bowlful of jelly.

He was chubby and plump, a right jolly old elf,
And I laughed when I saw him, in spite of myself; A
wink of his eye and a twist of his head, Soon gave me
to know I had nothing to dread;

He spoke not a word, but went straight to his work,
And filled all the stockings; then turned with a jerk,
And laying his finger aside of his nose, And giving
a nod, up the chimney he rose;

He sprang to his sleigh, to his team gave a
whistle, And away they all flew like the down of
a thistle. But I heard him exclaim, ere he drove out
of sight, “Happy Christmas to all, and to all a
good-night!”

Bah, Humbug! Ebenezer Scrooge;
It’s Not the Ghosts of Christmas

Be not like Ebenezer Scrooge, with his snort-
ing of “Bah, Humbug,” declaring that Christmas
is a fraud. Be neither like his forlorn clerk Bob
Cratchit, who is about to be deprived of Christ-
mas joy, no gift, no holiday. Should you hear all
the bells in your house ringing loudly and fear of
chains clanking while perceiving an eerie red
glow, think not of the supernatural, Marley’s –
the ghosts of Christmas Past, Christmas Present
and Christmas Future.

Think not of the strange voices and sounds
outside – and the banging at your door. Think
not of the winter wind howling, grating and
scratching of the boughs against your window-
panes. Think not of the chilling draft sweeping
from your chimney. Think not of the darkness or
the gusting snow.

Think instead of your friends and family, the
joy of the season and the anticipation of ‘ol St.
Nick – he’ll plug the draft in his descent. For the
chains clanking are likely the harnesses jingling
of the reindeer on your roof, and the eerie red
glow is Rudolph and his nose – his presence

made possible by the warmth of the wintry
snow. The boughs against your windowpanes
are really from the inside, boughs of holly, as
part of the wonderment embodied in symbolism
of your Christmas tree.

The bells ringing at your door do not foretell
of the three ghosts; they are a harbinger of your
neighbors calling with good cheer, laden with
all the fixings for holiday eggnog to dip your
gingerbread man. Their voices caroling are the
sounds outside.

Be in the best of cheer this Christmas season.
Leave cookies and milk for Santa. And if you
know of a Bob Cratchit, then you know of a soul
in need of a thoughtful gift. Lend your voice to
the carolers’ refrain, even though out of practice,
your performance would otherwise bring dis-
dain.

Build a snowman; find the coal for his eyes, a
top hat and carrot for his nose. Join the children
on the block – they’ll show you how.

Be not of fear, be of good cheer. Tis the season
to be jolly.

g
When I was a young boy, admittedly a long time ago,

Christmastime was a time of great joy, wonderment,
warmth and merriment. True, Santa Claus was on my
mind. I thought I’d been good most of the year and that
Santa would be good to me.

He’d understand that when I broke Mr. Jones’ window
with the foul ball that it was an accident. I was sure Santa
would also understand that when we heard the shattering
glass, there was a moment of panic. Yes, we all ran and
even thought we’d get away with it – undiscovered.

Our mothers knew about that broken window before we
even got home. A stern lecture and direct orders to go over
to Mr. Jones and confess that I did it – that’s what I got. Mr.
Jones tried to be very stern and asked if I’d rake and weed
his garden to help pay for it. I did. He then thanked me for
owning up and asked that I be more careful next time. I
think he even smiled, now that I look back on it.

It must have been the right thing to do because Santa did
get me the Lionel train that I had so longed for. And next
year I got the red Western Flyer bicycle.

Christmas then was also such a happy time of the year
– everyone smiled and wished all a Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year. For a moment at least, there was
“Peace on Earth and Goodwill Towards Men.”

I didn’t understand political correctness back then. The
only thing I believed was that “Merry Christmas” was the
warmest possible greeting that one person could give to
another. It was only pure good in the intent.

Well, after all those years, I might have broken a few
other windows since – but I always owned up. I tried to be
careful, Mr. Jones. And thank you Santa for understand-
ing. I still think it’s okay to say “Merry Christmas.”

In the warmest sense, Merry Christmas everyone – and
Happy New Year!

I Tried to be Careful, Mr. Jones;
Thank You Santa for Understanding

Twas the night before Christmas and no presents were there. Despondent
and upset I sat in the chair. Then there was a clatter and I knew what to hear.
It’s Santa Claus! He is here. Merry Christmas. Mickey, mickey@mouse.com

May all you boys and girls be will good and leave me cookies and milk
Christmas eve. Santa, Claus, jolly@northpole.com

I agree with all that Santa says and I will be making a lot of egg nog.,Mrs
Santa,Claus,mrs@northpole.com

We’re all working hard making your present. Merry Christmas to all and to
all a good night!, Santa’s, Elves, sales@goleader.com

Merry Christmas to the Westfield community from the students and teachers
at Delbarton School in Morristown!, Jessica, Fiddes, jfiddes@delbarton.org

At Fellowship Village Senior Living our family of staff and residents wishes
all a blessed holiday season and coming year., Nina, Updegrove,
nupdegrove@fellowshipvillage.org

Happy Holidays from Top Line Appliance Center! We appreciate your
business this year. The highest compliment our customers can give us is the
referral of their friends and family. Enjoy cooking for your family this holiday
using Top Line appliances!, Jen, Woolston, jennifern@toplineapl.com

Merry Christmas and a very Happy 2012 from the Law Offices of Lisa M.
Black; LLC., Lisa, Black, lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Happy Holidays from your friends at The Little Gyms of Cranford and
Summit!, Robert, Greenberg, tlgcranfordnj@thelittlegym.com

All of us at the Cod Almighty Chippery would like to wish our great
customers a Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! We look forward to
providing great food & friendly service in 2012!
www.CodAlmightyChippery.com, Rick, Andreola (Owner/Chef),
codalmighty@verizon.net

May the spirit of this season be with us all throughout the new year.
www.westfieldreview.com, Les Jacobsen, ljacobsen1@aol.com

My wish for my family; friends & customers is a Happy & Healthy Holiday
& New Year!, Mary Ellen, O’Boyle, maryellen.oboyle@cbmoves.com

Happy Holidays! Wishing you and your family a Happy Holiday Season.
From Dr. Timothy McCabe and Westfield Pediatric Dental Group staff,
Westfield Pediatric Dental Group, wpdg@wpdg.net

Season’s Greetings to all my clients; friends and family have a wonderful
Holiday Season and a prosperous and healthy New Year . Kathy Shea Coldwell
Banker East,Westfield, Kathy, Shea, kathyshea@aol.com

Wesley Hall School for Early Childhood wishes you and your family a
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!, Patty Fowler, director@wesleyhall.org

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to our “Family” of clients and friends
from Family Investors Company, Peter Chemidlin,
peterchemidlin@familyinvestors.com

Season’s Greetings

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Ulotrichi – The woolly-haired

peoples
2. Experrection – Awaking from sleep
3. Deliquate – To melt or be dissolved
4. Pratti – Cymbals

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

PHYSETER
1. A sperm whale
2. The strawberry tomato
3. A group of siphonophores which

swim by means of air bladders; a jellyfish
4. Any animal or organ having a plant-

like apearance
BRUNION

1. One of the smaller sticks forming
the frame of a fan

2. A nectarine
3. The shattering effect of a sudden

burst of energy, as in an explosion
4. A trap, snare

TERATISM
1. A monstrosity; a malformed fetus
2. A tumor
3. The state of being worldly; mun-

dane
4. An irritation; annoyance

DECERTATION
1. A fight or contest for mastery
2. A pulling or plucking off
3. A decree or sentence of the court
4. An ending or closing statement

Mistletoe
a Christmas poem

by Walter de la Mare
Sitting under the mistletoe (Pale-green,

fairy mistletoe),
One last candle burning low, All the

sleepy dancers gone,
Just one candle burning on, Shadows

lurking everywhere:
Some one came, and kissed me there.
Tired I was; my head would go Nod-

ding under the mistletoe (Pale-green, fairy
mistletoe),

No footsteps came, no voice, but only,
Just as I sat there, sleepy, lonely,

Stooped in the still and shadowy air
Lips unseen – and kissed me there.

Christmas Spirit
By Paul Moosberg,

poemhunter.com
Put up a splash of Christmas spirit, Put

in a dash of love; Stir up the sounds ‘till
you can hear it, Sing out to those you
love;

Christmas, Christmas, you can fill me,
Up with Christmas cheer; Christmas,
Christmas, you fulfill my Spirit every
year;

Toss up a mash of extra magic, Toss in
a batch of love, Let up the lights with
random logic, Look out for sleighs above;

Santa, Santa, can I have it, Please I’ve
been so good, Santa, Santa, please I beg
you, Please oh if you would;

Get up a clash of Christmas color, Get
in a catch of love, Set up and show the
shiny decor, Shout out with Christmas
love;

Listen, listen, you can see it, Spirit
everywhere, Listen, listen, you can do it,
Spread it out and share;

Put up a splash of Christmas spirit, Put
in a dash of love, Stir up the sounds ‘till
you can hear it, Sing out to those you
love;

Christmas, Christmas, you can fill me,
Up with Christmas cheer, Christmas,
Christmas, you fulfill my, Spirit every
year
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www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

 Because stroke knows

Get Better. Stay Better.

        Sudden weakness or numbness.
 Sudden confusion.
 Sudden trouble seeing.

Sudden trouble walking.
Sudden severe headache.
Sudden diffi culty speaking, swallowing.

732.381.4200  rwjuhr.com

KNOW THE SIGNS 

CALL 911
KNOW WHERE TO GO: 

Your primary stroke center for immediate care at 865 Stone St.

NO AGE
NO RACE

NO GENDER

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from our “Good Hands” to yours!
- Ron Bansky & Associates Allstate Insurance Agency, Ron Bansky,
ronbansky@allstate.com

Thanks to our friends in the community for a great year. Happy Holidays!
- The Chelsea at Fanwood - Assisted Living/Memory Impairment Program,
Tom Kranz, tomkranz1@gmail.com

May you have many reasons to celebrate this New Year. Thank you for
trusting me with your real estate needs. Happy Holidays! From Nadia
Brunetto; Prudential New Jersey Properties, Nadia Brunetto,
Nadia.Brunetto@PrudentialNewJersey.com

Wishing all my neighbors and friends a Blessed Holiday Season County
Home Security - Home & Business Security Systems (908) 276-1818, Rich
Goski, richgoski@yahoo.com

Wishing you and your family all the best this holiday season; Naasa
Sherbeini, Naasa Sherbeini, naasa.sherbeini@moves.com

Happy Holidays and my best wishes to all of you; with love;health;and
happiness throughout the year.  Faten Mahran, Faten, Mahran,
fatenmahran@comcast.net

Happy Holidays and best wishes in the New Year from K-9 Resorts!, Jason
Parker, jasonparker@k9resorts.com

May beautiful moments and happy memories  surround you with joy this
holiday season. Wishing you good times; good cheer; and a happy new year!
Virginia Garcia at Coldwell Banker East Westfield, Virginia Garcia,
garciavirg7@yahoo.com

Happy Holidays to all our friends & family! Thank you for helping us reach
our 1000 lb community weight loss goal in eight months! Wishing you the
healthiest of New Years! From all of us at Club West Nutrition; Cindy,  Morgan
& Bob, Cindy West, Cwestfi@Verizon.net

A Holiday wish: For the Past...Happy Memories; For the Present...Health
and Prosperity; and for the Future...Peace on Earth. Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year from Joan Kylish - Coldwell Banker East in Westfield., Joan
Kylish, joan.kylish@cbmoves.com

Happy Holidays from Rose Squared Productions; the presenters of the Fine
Art and Crafts at Westfield Armory show every November. We wish you and
your family a healthy, safe, fun Christmas and Hanukah and a happy New
Year!, Howard Rose, howard@rosesquared.com

Enjoy your Holiday Season with Great Friends &Family! Eat; Drink & be
Merry! From A Face Forever Permanent Cosmetic Specialist; Westfield,
Maria  De santis, Afaceforever@yahoo.com

From all of us at Westfield Kitchen & Bath Co.; Thank you for choosing us-
your local Kitchen Design Studio. We wish you and your families a  wonderful
Holiday Season and a Happy and Healthy New Year. Visit us at:
www.westfieldkitchenandbath.com and join for your Holiday  Newsletter
with Promotions and Events!, John Tyahla, jtyahla@comcast.net

A wish of Love and Remembrance to You and Yours during this Holiday
Season. Happy New Year from Prominent Properties Sotheby’s International.
Prominent Properties, Sotheby’s International Realty,
william.hanley@sothebysrealty.com

Wishing everyone the very best of everything throughout the Holiday
Season and in the coming year.Special “Thank You” to all the wonderful
people I have had the pleasure of working with! Carol Cushman, Carol,
Cushman, carol.cushman@cbmoves.com

Wishing our customers and friends the happiest of Holidays and prosperity
in the New Year. Thank you for making us your Preferred Real Estate
Company! Coldwell Banker Westfield-West. www.cbmoves.com/
westfieldwest, Coldwell Banker, Westfield-West, kalpana.krishna-
kumar@cbmoves.com

Wishing You a Joyous Holiday Season and a New Year of Good Health;
Happiness and Prosperity. With Sincere  Best Wishes; Irene Katz;  Coldwell
Banker Residential Brokerage, Irene Katz, irenekatz@aol.com

To all our friends; we wish you all a healthy and happy holiday! Good
riddance to Irene; earthquakes and October snowstorms.... May 2012 be a
wonderful year for all! From your friends at Kilkenny House. Barry O’Donovan,
kilkennyhouse@yahoo.com

Have a wonderful Holiday from all the staff at Music Together of Union
County. Keep on singing and dancing!, Judy WIlson,
musictogether@mtofunion.com

As the Westfield United Fund prepares to celebrate 75 years in 2012; we
wish to thank all of our contributors for their continued generosity. How
blessed we are to live in such a caring community. Happy holidays to all.
lmaggio@westfieldunitedfund.org, Linda Maggio,

lmaggio@westfieldunitedfund.org
The First Congregational Church of Westfield wishes you and yours a

Blessed Christmas. In 2012 and beyond; may all people; regardless of faith;
know the peace and love Jesus taught and lived., First Congregational, Church
of Westfield, uccfcc@verizon.net

On behalf of The Arc of Union County Board of Directors; staff; families;
individuals and volunteers; we THANK YOU for your community support
throughout the year. Best Wishes for Happy Holidays & a magnificent New
Year. , Debbie Dreher, ddreher@arcunion.org

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year with our wishes for good health and
prosperity! Edward J. Hobbie & Mark E. Hobbie, Attorneys at Law,
ehobbie@verizon.net

The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison extends warm greetings to
everyone for a wonderful holiday season! Best wishes for a happy, healthy,
prosperous new year! Be sure to visit us online at www.whschool.org and
attend one of our Admission Information Sessions., Rudy Brandl,
rbrandl@whschool.org

On behalf of all our theatre family here at Westfield Community Players
(WCP); we wish all our friends, patrons and subscribers the best of the holiday
season. JoAnne Lemenille; president, Westfield, Community Players,
info@westfieldcommunityplayers.org

Wishing all our loyal customers a happy holiday season and a wonderful
New Year! As one of the last independent bookstores left in New Jersey, we
appreciate your support for the past 77 years!, The Town Book Store, The
Town Book Store, anne@townbookstore.com

From our home to yours....Wishing you and your family a very Merry
Christmas and Happy Holiday Season. All the best in 2012!!, Kimberley
Aslanian Haley, KimHaley@comcast.net

Home is for the holidays and in the spirit of the season we thank you for the
opportunity to serve our community and wish one and all joy, happiness and
a prosperous New Year. Michael Scott; Manager, Coldwell Banker, Westfield
East Office, Michael.Scott@cbmoves.com

Joanne Womelsdorf and all the elves at Superior Interiors wish all of our
wonderful clients and friends the happiest of holidays and our warmest wishes
for a bright and healthy New Year....Let’s all raise our glasses and say “Chairs”
to 2012! , Joanne Womelsdorf, joanne@superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Wishing all wonderful holiday season and a Happy New Year. My best to
everyone for a healthy and prosper-
ous 2012. – BJ Taylor; Coldwell
Banker East, William “BJ” Taylor,
wtaylor@comcast.net

We believe people who can help
others are the luckiest people in the
world. Thank you for your continued
support of The Westfield Founda-
tion. We could not help others in need
without you. The Trustees of the
Westfield Foundation wish all a
Happy Holiday season and best
wishes for a Happy New Year.,
Westfield Foundation,
foundation@westfieldnj.com

Season’s Greetings
The Friends of Mindowaskin wish everyone a Wonderful Holiday Season

and express a big THANK YOU for so much community support this past year.
You can make Mindowaskin part of your own family history by strolling thru
our beautiful  and historic park grounds. Visit the Memory Walk at the
Bandstand; see how others have made their mark in Mindowaskin Park.,
Debby Burslem, info@mindowaskinpark.org

Wishing you a Holiday Season filled with all that’s Merry and Bright; from
Jodi Luminiello; Coldwell Banker Realtor., Jodi Luminiello,
Jodi.Luminiello@coldwellbankermoves.com

From everyone at Two River Community Bank, we would like to wish you
the happiest of holidays and thank you for your continued loyalty and
confidence in our service. May you; your family and friends; experience a
joyous holiday season! , William D. Moss, wmmoss@tworiverbank.com

May the joys of the season bring happiness for you and your family. Wishing
everyone a happy; healthy; and prosperous new year! Lois Berger; Coldwell
Banker Realtors West; Westfield., Lois Berger, lois.berger@cbmoves.com

From my family to yours all the best this holiday season and a very happy;
healthy and joyful New Year! Jill Skibinsky Coldwell Banker West; Westfield;
jill.skibinsky@cbmoves.com, Jil Skibinsky, jill.skibinsky@cbmoves.com

At the close of another year, we gratefully pause to wish you a warm and
happy Holiday Season and a peaceful and prosperous New Year.   Prudential
New Jersey Properties, Marge Cuccaro,
marge.cuccaro@prudentialnewjersey.com

Wishing you and your loved ones a Merry Christmas and Peace, Health,
Happiness and Prosperity in the New Year. Patty O’Connor;  Weichert;
Realtors, Patty O’Connor, pattyoconnor@weichert.com

The Westfield Adult School sends Best Wishes for a happy and healthy
holiday season! Start your New Year off by checking out our exciting new
course offerings. Please go to our website www.westfieldadultschool.com
early February to sign up for our spring semester., trudy silverman,
trudysilverman@verizon.net

This has been an incredible year for our practice - our busiest since opening
in Westfield 12 years ago. I would like to thank everyone involved with our
recent office renovation. We now have a state-of-the-art facility to serve our
patients. My team and I wish everyone a happy and healthy New Year and
peace and joy as you celebrate the holidays. Sunita Merriman, DDS,
info@doctormerriman.com

May everybody stay healthy and look at the bright side. The glass is half full!
As in an old song; “You got to accentuate the positive; eliminate the negative.”
Merry Christmas! Probitas Verus Honos, David Corbin, dcorbin@goleader.com

Warmest wishes to all for a wonderful holiday season and a happy and
healthy new year...Suzette Stalker, community@goleader.com

Season’s Greetings
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POLICE BLOTTER

Registration to Start Jan. 3
For Spring Riding Lessons

MOUNTAINSIDE – Union
County’s Watchung Stable is prepar-
ing for the start of a new season of
horseback riding lessons that will be-
gin on Friday, March 16. Registration
will open on Tuesday, January 3, and
will continue until classes are full.

“Horseback riding in the Watchung
Reservation is a real treat,” said Union
County Freeholder Chairwoman
Deborah Scanlon. “Our lesson pro-
gram at Watchung Stable is a great
way to learn how to ride. The riding
program has been in existence since
1935 and I am pleased to say that more
than 40,000 girls and boys have par-
ticipated in this wonderful activity.”

The cost to participate is $231 for
Union County residents for 10 classes,
and $324 for out-of-county participants.
Uniforms and helmets are required and
must be provided at the rider’s ex-
pense. Forms, fees and proof of age for
new riders must be submitted in person
at Watchung Stable, located at 1160
Summit Lane in Mountainside. Regis-
tration hours are 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. daily.

All applicants for riding lessons

must be age 9 or older. Class and troop
assignments are based upon riding
ability as determined by the Stable
management. Applicants with previ-
ous experience may be asked to dem-
onstrate their riding ability in order to
be placed in the appropriate group.

Classes will be held Tuesdays
through Saturdays. The Spring Troop
program will last for 10 weeks begin-
ning March 16, and will culminate
with the Spring Troop Horse Show.

Watchung Stable also will offer
adult lessons, for people age 18 and
older, beginning Sunday, March 18.
Eight-ride class sessions for adults
are available on Sunday afternoons
at 12:45 p.m. and on Tuesday morn-
ings at 10 a.m.

For more details and to obtain reg-
istration materials, call (908) 789-3665
or e-mail stablequestions@ucnj.org.

WESTFIELD – The Fiction
Book Club will  meet at  the
Westfield Memorial Library on
Wednesday, January 11, at 7 p.m.
to discuss “An Object of Beauty”
by Steve Martin. The library is
located at 550 East Broad Street.

According to Publishers Weekly,
“Martin compresses the wild and
crazy end of the millennium and
finds in this piercing novel a sar-
donic morality tale. Lacey Yeager
is an ambitious young art dealer
who uses everything at her disposal
to advance in the world of the high-
end art trade in New York City.

“After cutting her teeth at
Sotheby’s, she manipulates her
way up through Barton Talley’s
gallery of ‘Very Expensive Paint-
ings,’ sleeping with patrons, and
dodging and indulging in ques-
tionable deals, possible felonies,
and general skeeviness until she
opens her own gallery in Chelsea.

“Narrated by Lacey’s journalist
friend, Daniel Franks, whose droll
voice is a remarkable stand-in for
Martin’s own, the world is ordered
and knowable, blindly barreling
onward until 9/11. And while

Lacey and the art she peddles sur-
vive, the wealth and prestige gar-
nered by greed do not. Martin (an
art collector himself) is an astute
miniaturist as he exposes the sound
and fury of the rarified Manhattan
art world.

“If Shopgirl was about the ab-
sence of purpose, this book is about
the absence of a moral compass,
not just in the life of an adventur-
ess but for an entire era.”

The book club is free and open
to Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that
are part of the Middlesex Union
Reciprocal Agreement Libraries.
To see if a library participates,
check the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary website, wmlnj.org. To reg-
ister  for  the program, visi t
wmlnj.org and click on the Online
Calendar, or call (908) 789-4090,
extension no. 7951.

Furniture Assist: How Does
It Work in Helping Needy?

C. DAWSON YEOMANS
President

PAUL STIERHOFF, KASSIE MORAN
SMITH, PEGGY A. ROTHBAUM, Ph.D.

Trustees

All donations are received at a
Self-Storage Depot in Kenilworth,
where Furniture Assist rents stor-
age sheds. Drop-off hours are Sun-
day from 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. In
this three-and-a-half-hour period of
time, we have between 40 and 80-
plus drop-offs. Furniture Assist vol-
unteers greet donors, assist in com-
pleting tax-deduction receipts and
help to unload vehicles. Donations
are sorted into temporary sheds as
they arrive. On Mondays, these
items are inspected and sorted by
type and category and moved by a
team of volunteers into appropriate
storage sheds (with sheds holding
categories like “beds,” “lamps,”
“toys” or “books,” “desks,”
“couches”). Throughout the week,
newly donated items are sorted as
they arrive.

On Sundays, we can accept nearly
unlimited donations that are
dropped off at the storage depot.
Currently we are able to pick up
only eight to 10 households of do-
nated furniture each week. With
each pickup, we request a donation
of $40 towards truck rental, insur-
ance and gasoline. Most of the do-
nated items remain in our sheds for
only a few days, reflecting the need

for the service that Furniture Assist
provides.

On Sundays from 1 to 3 p.m. we
hold an “open house” distribution
for pre-scheduled and pre-screened
clients. At their appointment, cli-
ents come to select furnishings and
other items. Clients are responsible
for bringing helpers to carry items
to their vehicles and for transport-
ing their items home. Our current
resources allow us to assist approxi-
mately 30 clients each week. We
currently have a waiting list of three
to four months. Since we currently
receive 60 to 90 requests each week,
we are actively seeking to expand
our outreach.

Furniture Assist appreciates the
generosity of individuals, commu-
nity organizations and public and
private foundations in Westfield and
the surrounding areas. Donations
of items and volunteers are also
very much appreciated. By writing
these articles, we hope to increase
understanding of how Furniture
Assist works and to illustrate how
volunteer help is so important in all
aspects of our organization.

* * *
This article is number two in a

series of three articles. Please see
our other articles and visit our
website, furnitureassist.com, for in-
formation on donating or volun-
teering.

GOLDEN GIFT…Hannah Bass dedicated her Girl Scout Gold Award project to
Homefirst – Interfaith Housing and Family Services in Plainfield, designing,
building and donating bookshelves for the agency. Additionally, more than 200
books were collected and donated to the Homefirst library. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Max White, project mentor; LaQuanna Walker, Homefirst coordina-
tor of Transitional Housing; Hannah, and Gregory Reeze, Homefirst Volunteer
Services coordinator.

Hannah Bass Achieves
Girl Scout Gold Award

WESTFIELD – Hannah Bass, a
senior at Westfield High School, re-
cently completed her requirements
for her Girl Scout Gold Award, the
highest award in Girl Scouting. She
is the daughter of Jacqueline and
Jonathon Bass.

For her Gold Award Project, Hannah
designed, built and donated book-
shelves to Homefirst – Interfaith Hous-
ing and Family Services in Plainfield.
More than 200 books were collected
and donated to the Homefirst library.

To achieve the Girl Scout Gold
Award, girls must undertake rigorous

leadership projects that require com-
mitting a minimum of 65 hours to the
planning, implementation and
completion of their project.

The project portion of the award
challenges the girls to venture out
into the community and address the
root cause of an issue. Gold Award
candidates use community resources
to create something that will have a
lasting impact long after the project
is completed.

Approximately 6 percent of Girl
Scout Seniors and Ambassadors na-
tionwide earn the Gold Award.

Criminal Defense

Robert G. Stahl, Certified Criminal Trial Attorney

DWI & Municipal Court

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-9001     www.stahlesq.com

White Collar Criminal Defense

Day and Evening Appointments Most Insurance Plans Accepted
Interest Free Financing Flexible Payments Options

Dr. Robert V. Scalera, Jr., Director

908-322-7800 
567 Park Ave Scotch Plains NJ

  TIME IS RUNNING OUT! 

For Kids 
Exam  digital x-rays  

Cleaning  fluoride 

New patients only  Reg. $220 

expires 12/31/11 WL 

For Adults 
Exam  digital x-rays  

Case presentation 

New patients only  Reg. $295 

 Expires 12/31/11 WL 

TTTTime ime ime ime is running out is running out is running out is running out tttto o o o 

use youruse youruse youruse your dental  dental  dental  dental 
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and/or flex and/or flex and/or flex and/or flex     

spending accountsspending accountsspending accountsspending accounts....    
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appointment today!appointment today!appointment today!appointment today!    

For Your Insurance and 
Savings Needs

05-3035 © 2011 The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company, Milwaukee, WI (Northwestern Mutual).

Jeff Rembisz CLU®, ChFC®
Westfield
(908) 389-9909
jeffrembisz.com

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

AzureMasada Lodge
Names 2012 Officers
CRANFORD – AzureMasada

Lodge 22 Free and Accepted Masons
in Cranford will begin the 2012 year
with a new slate of officers. Leading
the lodge into the new year will be
elected officers Philip Donnelly, Wor-
shipful Master; David Mercado, Jr.,
Senior Warden; John Dziedzic, Junior
Warden; Joseph Aviles, Jr., Treasurer;
James Damm, Assistant Treasurer;
James Foster, Secretary, and Brendon
Schlitt, Assistant Secretary.

Additionally, the following are the
appointed officers for the ensuing
year: Joel Bittinger, Senior Deacon;
Michael Andersen, Junior Deacon;
Ziad A. Balech, Senior Master of
Ceremonies; Mathew Poirier, Junior
Master of Ceremonies; William
Anderson, Senior Steward; Scott
Wolfe, Junior Steward; Ryan Moy,
Chaplain; Tyrus McNeil, Marshall;
Joseph Yachnik, Tyler; Daniel
Wachtel, Organist, and Robert
Peterson, Historian.

AzureMasada Lodge, founded in
1874, with over 400 members, is one of
approximately 140 Masonic Lodges in
New Jersey. AzureMasada Lodge spon-
sors various fund-raising events to sup-
port its multiple charitable projects.
Additionally, the lodge actively par-
ticipates in various community events.

The Masons meet the first and third
Mondays of each month at the Ma-
sonic Lodge at 478 South Avenue in
Cranford. For more information about
the Free and Accepted Masons and
membership, contact Philip Donnelly
at (908) 789-0813 or
pad57@comcast.net.

Scotch Plains Man Charged
With Receiving Stolen ATM
AREA – Two suspects found to be

in possession of a stolen ATM ma-
chine were arraigned after being ar-
rested December 16 by Essex County
Sheriff’s officers, authorities con-
firmed.

Officers on routine patrol at
Weequahic Park spotted a 2011
Chrysler Town and Country van il-
legally parked near the Route 22
service road.

In the immediate vicinity of the
van, the officers observed a male
suspect dumping a large black plas-
tic bag on the edge of the Weequahic
Park lake, while a female suspect
was seen placing another large black
plastic bag into the rear of the ve-
hicle.

When the sheriff’s officers ap-
proached the van, they observed a
damaged ATM machine protruding
from the bag in the van. In the pas-
senger compartment of the van, the
officers observed three clear glass
stems, most commonly used to
smoke “crack” cocaine, and $1,750
in U.S. currency, which was in a

plastic coffee cup.
The plastic bag by the lake was

found to contain parts of the ATM
machine that had been broken off.

The officers arrested Michael
Mortarulo, 48, of Scotch Plains, and
his estranged wife, Lorrie Mortarulo,
44, of Flemington.

The two suspects were charged
with receiving stolen property and
possession of drug paraphernalia.
Authorities also discovered an open
warrant had been issued by the
Garfield Municipal Court for Lorrie
Mortarulo for receiving stolen prop-
erty.

A follow-up investigation revealed
that the ATM machine had been sto-
len from a delicatessen on Route 31
in Flemington at 3 a.m. on Decem-
ber 15 after the store’s front door
was kicked in, according to Essex
County Sheriff Armando Fontoura.

At the arraignment, Judge Roslyn
Holmes-Grant set bail for the two
suspects at $65,000 each. Both are
lodged at the Essex County Correc-
tional Facility.

HOLIDAY GIFTS…4-H Sewing Club member Moenika Chowdhury, right,
helps Reyya Kocagil to make a decorative flowerpot at the recent Union County
4-H Holiday Gift Night. Both girls are residents of Westfield. Gift Night is an
annual event open to all children in Union County. For information on the Sewing
Club and many other Union County 4-H clubs and activities for children, contact
4-H Agent James Nichnadowicz at the Rutgers Cooperative Extension of Union
County offices at (908) 654-9854 or nichnadowicz@njaes.rutgers.edu.

Westfield
Monday, December 19, approxi-

mately $4,400 worth of jewelry
was reported stolen from a resi-
dence on Stoneleigh Park some-
time during the previous two
weeks.

Scotch Plains
Monday, December 12, a resi-

dent of Haven Avenue reported that
sometime during the night some-
one stole her motor vehicle, which
was parked in her driveway.

Tuesday, December 13, a resi-
dent of Pine Street reported that
someone used his credit card and
made several hundred dollars in
purchases without his authoriza-
tion.

Wednesday, December 14, a resi-
dent of Terrill Road reported that a
friend has been posting negative
comments about her on Facebook.

Wednesday, December 14, a resi-
dent of West Broad Street reported
that someone took a package, val-
ued at approximately $140, off of
his front porch. The package con-
tained a gift he had ordered.

Thursday, December 15, a stu-
dent at Union Catholic High School
reported that sometime during the
day someone removed his back-
pack, valued at approximately
$120, which he had left in an un-
locked locker in the locker room.

Thursday, December 15, Jason
Paszkowski, 23, of Scotch Plains
was arrested and charged with ille-
gal possession of prescription
drugs after a motor vehicle stop on
Union Avenue. He was transported
to police headquarters, processed
and released.

Friday, December 16, Beau Lia,
21, of Fanwood was arrested after
a motor vehicle stop on East Sec-
ond Street on an outstanding $418
warrant issued by the Scotch Plains
Court. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters, processed and
released.

Sunday, December 18, Gilsen
Osores, 44, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle stop
on Willow Avenue on an outstand-
ing $244 warrant issued by the
Westfield Court. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Sunday, December 18, Jose
Parras-Ponce, 35, of Rahway was
arrested and charged with driving
while intoxicated after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Martine Avenue. Af-
ter failing multiple field sobriety
tests, he was transported to police
headquarters, processed and re-
leased.

Fanwood
Wednesday, December 14, Nicole

Villanti, 31, of Rahway was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on
Woodland Avenue on an active war-
rant out of Rahway. She was pro-
cessed, posted bail and released.

Thursday, December 15, Daniel
Kalisky, 29, of Fanwood was ar-

rested after an officer responded to
a suspicious occupied parked mo-
tor vehicle on St. Johns Place, at
which time it was discovered there
was an active warrant out of Eliza-
beth for the suspect. He was pro-
cessed, posted bail and released.

Friday, December 16, Beau Lia,
21, of Fanwood was arrested on an
active warrant out of Scotch Plains
after police received a report of a
suspicious person behind busi-
nesses on the 200 block of South
Avenue. He was processed and
turned over to the Scotch Plains
Police Department.

Sunday, December 18, Mariela
Lopez, 43, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested on an active warrant out of
Elizabeth after a motor vehicle stop
at South Avenue and Old South
Avenue West. She was processed,
posted bail and released.

Monday, December 19, Alhaji
Savage, 36, of Piscataway was ar-
rested on an active warrant out of
Little Egg Harbor after a motor
vehicle stop at South Avenue and
Fourth Street. He was processed
and released by the Little Egg Har-
bor Court.

Tuesday, December 20, a resi-
dent reported that he locked his
bicycle at the south-side train sta-
tion, and when he returned, the
bicycle was missing. It appeared
that the cable that secured the bi-
cycle had been cut. The bicycle,
valued at approximately $400, is
described as a gray-colored moun-
tain bike with black seat and grips.

Mountainside
Friday, December 16, a resident

of Central Avenue reported that
sometime overnight someone dam-
aged her motor vehicle. According
to police, all four tires were
slashed, the sunroof was smashed,
there was a dent in the rear passen-
ger-side door and a dent in the
hood and the rear window was
smashed.

Saturday, December 17, police
responded to Globe Avenue on a
report that someone was lighting
bushes on fire. According to po-
lice, the suspect stated that he was
trying to destroy a bush located on
his company’s property. The fire
department responded to the scene
and put out the fire.

Sunday, December 18, a resi-
dent came into police headquar-
ters to report that her credit card
company had notified her that
someone was making unauthorized
purchases on her credit card. Ac-
cording to police, multiple charges
were made at a gas station in Illi-
nois. The victim was advised to
close the account, which she did.

Monday, December 19, an indi-
vidual came into police headquar-
ters to report that he lost his driver’s
license at work. According to po-
lice, the Department of Motor Ve-
hicles advised the individual to no-
tify police.

Book Club Set to Discuss
‘An Object of Beauty’
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Presbyterian Church Plans
Services For Christmas

WESTFIELD – The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, located at 140
Mountain Avenue, is inviting the
public to enjoy the Christmas sea-
son with its congregation through
various events and services.

Three Christmas Eve services will
be presented this Saturday, Decem-
ber 24. The Family Worship Service
at 5 p.m. will showcase the music of
the Cherub and Joyful Sound Choirs
and costumed children will recreate
the scene in Bethlehem. The 8 and
11 p.m. Candlelight Services, led by
the Reverend Ray Roberts, senior
pastor, will feature the Chancel Choir
under the direction of Kathleen
Connolly, interim director of music

and organist. A musical prelude for
each of the later services will begin
a half hour before the candlelight
programs.

An informal 10 a.m. Christmas Day
service will be held on Sunday, De-
cember 25, in the Chapel of The
Presbyterian Church and will high-
light the joy of the day with congre-
gational singing of Christmas carols.

All events are free and open to the
public and will be held in the his-
toric church sanctuary. For more in-
formation on these or any other
events and services during the Christ-
mas season, call the church office at
(908) 233-0301 or visit the church
website, westfieldpc.org.

Calvary Lutheran Presents
Christmas Service Schedule
CRANFORD – The Calvary

Lutheran Church, located at 108
Eastman Street in Cranford, invites
the community to celebrate the joy
of Christmas at services designed
for all ages on Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day.

The Reverend Carol Lindsay,

Calvary’s pastor, will preside and
preach at all services. Music will be
under the leadership of Jeanne
Elmuccio, organist and choir direc-
tor, and Jennifer Gaskins, youth mu-
sic leader.

Three opportunities for family
worship will be presented this Sat-
urday, December 24, starting with a
young children’s Christmas Eve ser-
vice at 5 p.m. This service will
include simple carols, the telling of
the Christmas story and the placing
of the nativity figures by some of
the children.

The 7 p.m. Family Service of
Holy Communion will feature sea-
sonal music provided by the
Children’s Choir and the SPIRYT
(Singers, Players, Instrumentalists,
Ringers Youth Team) Choir.

The 10 p.m. Candlelight Service of
Holy Communion will include sea-
sonal anthems and carols by the Cal-
vary Choir, accompanied by organ,
trumpet, flute, violin and bassoon.

A Festival Service of Holy Com-
munion with seasonal music will be
celebrated this Sunday, Christmas
Day, December 25, at 10:30 a.m.

On the two Sundays following
Christmas, January 1 and January
8, Calvary will offer a single wor-
ship service with Holy Commun-
ion at 10:30 a.m. The church will
return to its regular Sunday wor-
ship schedule of 8:30 a.m. and 10:30
a.m. on January 15.

Calvary Lutheran Church is a
member congregation of the New
Jersey Synod of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, serv-
ing the Cranford-Westfield area and
surrounding communities for 83
years.

MOUNTAINSIDE – Oasis-
Church-NJ.com, a new contempo-
rary Christian church, will celebrate
its Christmas Eve service on Satur-
day, December 24, at 5 p.m. at 1180
Spruce Drive in Mountainside.

While Oasis services typically fea-
ture contemporary Christian music,
participants also will sing traditional
Christmas carols during the candle-
light service.

According to Pastor David Butler,
a heartfelt message will take a Bibli-
cal but relevant look at how the birth
of Jesus more than 2,000 years ago
can positively impact one’s everyday
life and outlook today.

“I think people want to know what
Jesus means for them today. Why
does He matter? Amidst the hustle
and bustle and bright lights of the
Christmas season, it’s so easy to lose
sight of the real reason behind our
celebration of Christmas, and what
that personally means for our ability

to enjoy life to the fullest here on
Earth. We hope to help answer some
of those questions during Christmas
Eve,” said Pastor Butler.

According to Pastor Butler, the
Oasis Christmas Eve service also will
provide a “fun, uplifting time for
those who have been looking for more
in life, and going through loneliness
in the holiday season.”

Oasis partners with multiple chari-
table organizations in the area that
help the poor and less fortunate.
Therefore, the church requests that
those who come to Oasis during these
next few weeks bring along non-
perishable food items to be distrib-
uted to those in need.

For more information or directions,
call Pastor Butler at (732) 406-7821
or go to Oasis-Church-NJ.com.

SHOWTIME! …Local performers lent their talents to a December 11 show at
Congregation Beth Israel, benefiting The Emmanuel Cancer Foundation and the
synagogue, both in Scotch Plains. Pictured, left to right, are: Top row, Amy
Toporek, Jack Skowron, Greta Polonitza, Benji Schwartz, Gila Glassel, Geoff
Ko, Aidan Hughes, Alex Ying, Alex Laitamaki and Eric Mikalauskas, and bottom
row, Hannah Bard, Allison Hecht, Isabelle Smelkinson, Laurie Woog, Rebecca
Skowron, Hannah Margolin and Hannah Goldring.

Talent Show Benefits
Synagogue and ECF
SCOTCH PLAINS – Congrega-

tion Beth Israel and The Emmanuel
Cancer Foundation collaborated to
host a talent show on December 11 at
the synagogue. Proceeds from the
show will benefit The Emmanuel
Cancer Foundation – a non-profit
organization that provides emotional
and material support to New Jersey’s
children with cancer and their fami-
lies – and Congregation Beth Israel,
both in Scotch Plains.

Seventeen performers of all ages
from the synagogue and the commu-
nity volunteered their time to show-
case their talents at the event. Money
was raised through ticket sales and a
silent auction. This marked the fourth
time that Congregation Beth Israel
and The Emmanuel Cancer Founda-
tion sponsored a joint fundraiser.

“The talent show was a real feel-
good event,” said Davida Berkowitz,
executive director of Congregation
Beth Israel. “It was great to be able to
provide a venue for so many gifted
musicians and singers to perform,
and the audience loved watching their
acts. And everyone felt especially
good because, when we team up with
The Emmanuel Cancer Foundation,
we know that we are helping a great
cause.”

MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY HANUKKAH

Bottom row - Peter J. Chemidlin, President; Fred J. Chemidlin, Jr., CEO; Joseph P. Chemidlin, VP
Middle row - Emmy Salerno, Diana Cilluffo, Steve Goldberg, Darraugh A.Valli, Matthew P. Chemidlin

Top Row - Edna Trujillo, Patricia Renner

FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS

May the peace, joy and love of the

holiday season remain in your

hearts throughout the year.

Family
Investors
Company

265 South Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

Visit us on the Web at www.familyinvestors.com

908-322-1800
Member FINRA & SIPC

CALL TODAY FOR A COPY OF
OUR FREE NEWSLETTER

“FAMILY MATTERS”

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of
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Worship
God’s Love Calls Us to

 
CCelebrate Christmas at 

The Parish Community of St. Helen 
This Christmas, join The Parish Community of Saint Helen as we get back 

to the basics of the season and discover how Christmas can still renew 
our hope for our lives today and for the future!  

  
Give yourself a gift this year and join us! 

 
Christmas Eve 

Saturday, December 24 
Carols will precede all Christmas Liturgies 
3:45 pm ~ Children's Liturgy in the Church 

3:45pm ~ Liturgy in Meaney Hall Gym 
5:30 pm ~ Liturgy in the Church 

5:30 pm ~ Liturgy in Meaney Hall Gym 
7:30 pm ~ Liturgy in the Church 
9:30 pm ~ Liturgy in the Church 

12:00 am ~ Midnight Liturgy in the Church 
 

Christmas Day 
 Sunday,  December 25th    

9:15 am, 10:45 am, and 12:15 pm.   
All Christmas Day Liturgies are in the Church 

 
1600 Rahway Ave, Westfield (908)232-1214 

www.sainthelen.org 

YMCA Offers Children Fun
During Winter School Break
SCOTCH PLAINS – Children in

kindergarten to fourth grade are in-
vited to participate in the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA’s Vacation
Day Full Day of Fun program dur-
ing the school winter break. It will
take place at the YMCA, located at

1340 Martine Avenue in Scotch
Plains.

The program will begin on Mon-
day, December 26, with Artist Studio
day, when participants will be able to
help the Y staff make a mural or clay
project or even show off their talents
with play dough.

Science Spectacular day will take
place on Tuesday, December 27. This
fun-filled day of science will feature
hands-on activities ranging from
cooking a delicious edible science
project to learning how to make a
tornado in a bottle.

Animal Awareness day is set for
Wednesday, December 28. Children
will be able to learn about animals
from all over the world and enjoy a
show from “Lizard Guys” with real
live animals to see and touch.

Wacky Wild Challenge day will be
held on Thursday, December 29. Par-
ticipants will get to throw a pie at a
counselor and get messy while help-
ing their team win the ultimate team
challenge. Children will participate
in various team activities including
gymnastics and swimming.

A New Years Party is scheduled
for Friday, December 30. Children
will count down to the new year with
a lunch-time celebration including
appetizers, apple cider toast and a
pizza lunch.

To register or find out about pricing
for Vacation Fun Days, call the Mem-
ber Service Desk at (908) 889-8880.
For membership or program informa-
tion, or to request a schedule of classes,
call the YMCA at (908) 889-8880 or
visit fanwoodscotchplainsymca.org.
Financial assistance is available for
those who qualify.

Celebrate Christmas at

First Congregational Church

Christmas Eve

December 24
Children’s Pageant, 5 p.m.

Candlelight Service of

Lessons & Carols, 10 p.m.

Christmas Day

December 25, 10 a.m.
Worship Celebration in

Scripture, Song and Story

Visitors are Always Welcome!

First Congregational Church

125 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ   (908) 233-2494

www.fccofwestfield.org

Member, the United Church of Christ.

The sanctuary is accessible by a wheelchair ramp.

Infrared listening devices are available

for the hearing impaired.

Oasis Church to Offer
Christmas Eve Service

www.goleader.com

FCC Posts Services
Celebrating Christmas

WESTFIELD – The First Con-
gregational Church invites visitors
to celebrate Christmas with services
on Saturday, December 24, and
Sunday, December 25, in the sanc-
tuary at 125 Elmer Street in
Westfield.

Christmas Eve services will be-
gin at 5 p.m. with the annual
children’s pageant. This year’s pag-
eant, entitled “One Night in
Bethlehem,” is an original produc-
tion about the Christmas story told
from the perspective of each of the
participants, including the shep-
herds, wisemen, angels and census
taker.

At 10 p.m., there will be a tradi-
tional candlelight service of les-
sons and carols.

A family-style worship celebra-
tion on December 25 at 10 a.m. will
feature scripture readings as well as
an old-fashion Carol Sing.

The First Congregational Church
is a member of the United Church
of Christ. The sanctuary is acces-
sible by a wheelchair ramp and
offers infrared listening devices for
the hearing-impaired. For additional
information, call (908) 233-2494
or visit fccofwestfield.org.
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The Catholic Academy  
that makes a difference in your child’s life. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Serving children 
Full day Pre-K                in grades             Fully Integrated    
&  Kindergarten              Pre-K – 8th            Technology 
 

2032 Westfield Avenue 
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 

908.322.4265 
 

Call for information or visit:  www.stbacademy.org 

    
                   
     
         
    
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 

HonoHonoHonoHonoHonor Rollr Rollr Rollr Rollr Roll
Roosevelt Intermediate School — First Marking Period

Distinguished Honor Roll
Grade 8

Yanni Angelides, Andrew
Annitsakis, Molly Bandelli, Caroline
Basil, Jasper Baur, Sophia Bennett,
Catherine Bergin, Jonathan Bergman,
Sarah Boyle, Cameron Bremer,
Lauren Brumfield, Mitchell Bryk,
Lauren Busardo, Daniel Alex
Campbell, Claire Cassie, Gabrielle
Cofone, David Collins, Anne
Condodina, Benjamin Cook, Greta
Crandall, Kayla Derman, Gwyneth
Devin, Jessica Doyle, Sidharth
Eleswarapu, Edward Encinas, Lauren
Fazio, Caroline Felix, Cecile Foun-
tain-Jardim, Kevin Frega, Jacob Furst,
Isabella Gelfand, Jessica Gold, Mary
Gouldson, Jarek Gozdieski, Jessica
Guan, Hannah Hawkins, Emily
Hecht, Kenneth Hoerle, Rachel Holt,
Abigail Hurwitz, Ana Ionescu, Alison
Jaruzelski, Michael Jeffery, Maya
Jonsson, John Katsingris, Jessica
Keenan, William Kelly, Madeline
Kevelson, Catherine King, Patrick
Korth, Nicholas Lawrie, Madeline
Levy, Mackail Liederman, Olivia
Loggia, Claire Magnanini, Erin
Malley, Jack Manning, Rachel
Mattessich, Paige Mc Cann,
Katherine Mc Donald, Hannah Mc
Lane, Edward Mebane, Ben Meltzer,
Michael Mobarakai, Julia Morgan,
Sarah Morton, Nick Mueller, Hopper
Murray, Owen Murray, Munashe
Mutyanda, Julia Myers, Margaux
Natiello, Michael O’Connor, Jack
Oates, Rebecca Pariente, Alyssa
Pascoguin, Jack Petrovcik, Grace
Pettit, Danielle Pinney, Alice Polini,
Hannah Priscoe, Bryanna Reinhardt,
Jacob Ritter, Tyler Roth, Andrejs
Rumpeters, Drew Russo, Isabella
Salerno, Chloe Salvato, Brooke
Schaeffer, Catherine Serratelli, Haley
Sharlow, Emily Shields, Chanel
Shum, Catherine Simon, Christina
Sloan, Jason Starita, Pavel
Stepaniouk, Erik Swanson, Patrick
Sweeney, Blake Taylor, Jake Tooley,
Scott Tupper, Christopher Varano,
Katarina Von Der Wroge, Jessica
Whang, Paige Whitman, Constanza

Wolff, Diana Wu, Laine Yamano,
Devin Zrebiec

7th Grade
Samantha Alfano, Alisha Asija,

Owen Bartok, Emily Beattie, Carly
Bechtloff, Taylor Bechtloff, Matthew
Bernstein, Cullen Birkel, Pamela
Burke, Loukas Carayannopoulos, Ava
Carey, Maxwell Cerra, Emma Cravo,
Timothy Day, Samantha Della Fera,
Michael Echausse, Justin Elbert,
Haley Farella, Katherine Foley, Skylar
Geoghan, Samantha Greenaway,
David Greenburg, Jack Hall, Olivia
Hamilton, Kerry Hogan, Sophie
Hurwitz, Alexandra Jackman, Sarah
Kiernan, Victoria Knaul, Jane Krause,
Rafaela Laitamaki, Daniel LaMastra,
Hannah Liddy, Philip Martini, Sophia
Martini, Carl Mazzara, Julia
Mazzucco, Jack Meiselman, Ryan
Murphy, Nicholas Nolan, Matthew
Omberg, Emily Oster, Rose Parker,
Charlotte Perez, Shannon Pyle, Zoe
Rader, Noah Reich, Sofia Reverendo,
Conor Root, Benjamin Salerno, Mar-
garet Schantz, Olivia Scheuermann,
Sarah Schneider, Kyle Shirk, Eric
Storms, Michelle Telsey, Jackson
Tennant, Brooke Tepper, Matthew
Varano, Nicholas Walker, Avery
Wenta, Philip Zanfagna, Andrew
Zhou

Honor Roll
Grade 8

Evan Adams, Devin Anderson,
Ryan Anderson, Hannah Angus,
Steven Barmakian, Michael
Bergman, Grant Bode, Ryan Bow-
man, Robert Brancatella, Anna
Browne, David Burns, Matthew
Busardo, Max Carle, Tristen Cascio,
Cameron Chin, Margaret Clarkson,
Owen Colwell, Jack Conrad, Daniel
Criscuolo, Sarah Davis, Sophie
Edwards, Daniel Evans, Blake
Fallon, Steven Fasciale, Matthew

Fazio, Alexander Frisch, Kyle
Gabriel, Samantha Gargiulo, Ryan
Geary, Marina Gialanella, Jared
Glassman, Jonathan Gorczyca,
Nicholas Greenspan, Julia Gretsky,
Veronica Grycan, Frankanthony
Guerriero, Tabitha Hanay, Connor
Haviland, Kathryn Helander, Parker
Hess, Luke Hiltwein, Ryan
Hinderliter, Lexi Holzer, Wolf
Hopkins, Madeline Hudelson, Max
Kaiser, Samuel Karnofsky, Mara
Kaveney, Taylor Kirby, Emily
Kirschner, Alex Knepper, Ann
Sophie Koglin, Austin Kreusser,
Jacob Kurstedt, Marija Landeka,
Kevin Law, Abigail Liptack, Elise
Lloyd, John Lovito, Olivia Luzzi,
Erin Mackenzie, James Marner,
Grace Mastronardi, Carly Mc Devitt,
Emily Mc Gann, Matthew Mc Ilroy,
Kyle McIntyre, Nicholas Mc Lane,
Michael Mizus, Owen Monaghan,
Gianna Morello, Ryan Munley, An-
drew Natko, Timothy Norris, Rowan
Oberman, Julia Pierce, Mackenzie
Pinkin, Brett Robertshaw, Evan
Rooney, Sarai Rosenberg, Hallie
Rosenburgh, Alexandra Safonov,
Jacob Sagal, Nicholas Salvato, Caro-
lina Sanchez, Claudia Sarkos, James
Sciortino, Matthew Sloan, Helen
Sparrow, Sarah Steiner, Thomas
Summers, James Tanella, Natasjia
Taylor, Allyson Tazbin, Cassandra
Teschner, Aaron Vann, Harrison
Wachtel, Peter Walter, Marissa
Whitford, Jessica Zimmermann

Grade 7
Jacqueline Aldana, Lilly Alletto,

Mia Anderson, Natalie Anzevino,
Angus Applegarth, Grace Ascione,
Charles Baldwin, Hal Barnes, Spen-
cer Beals, Ellen Beatty, Rose Beatty,
Samuel Bennett, Ryan Boll, Kevin
Brennan, Grace Brindle, Alaina
Brotman, Marcus Budashewitz, Sa-

rah Burke, Nicholas Calcagno, Kevin
Campanello, Robert Catania, Zoe
Chadowitz, Ryan Childs, Kasey
Ciarletta, Quinn Clarke-Magrab,
Camila Coelho, Aaron Coleman,
Abigail Collins, Francesca Colucci,
Lily DeFelice, Chad Dembiec,
Claudia Dougherty, Daniel Duffy,
Marko Dumancic, Philip Dwyer,
Nicole Eisenberg, Hannah Frankel,
Sara Frankel, Allie Freer, Maria
Gerckens, Caroline Gilman, Gabriel
Givelber, Brendan Glenn, Thomas
Habib, Elizabeth Haley, Matthew
Harris, Christina Harvey, Maggie
Hinel, Sara Hipschman, Christopher
Hoerrner, Ian Humphrey, Lila
Hutchins, Jacob Kaplan, Matthew
Kaufman, Owen Kessler, Riley
Kopser, Liam Kudlick, William
Lampert, Evan Latowsky, Jack
Lavelle, Zachary Leffelholz,
Catherine Li, Emmy Liederman,
Matthew Mackin, Patrick Mahoney,
Philip Martinez, Caroline Martini,
Elizabeth Massa, Sean Mikovits,
Hannah Miller, Jonathon Miller,
Michael Moriarty, Kelsey Moum,
Lea Moynihan, Alexander Murray,
Victoria Napolitano, Jack
Neiswenter, Coston O’Brien,
Meagan O’Connell, Reed O’Connor,
Nikhil Olson, David Palmer, Gloria
Palmer, Andrew Park, Christopher
Parmelee, Sean Pass, Katelyn
Pelletiere, Elizabeth Penn, Sonya
Peregrim, Walter Peregrim, Emma
Pettit, Owen Prybylski, Zachary
Rabinowitz, Connor Ragoza, Arya
Rao, James Redington, Kevin
Reinhard, Owen Ripperger, Logan
Robertson, Charlotte Rule, Emily
Sackett, Jacob Saxon, Matthew Schiff,
Eleanor Scott, Kathleen Seaman, Jack
Shirk, Braden Siegel, Rebecca Smoot,
Nicole Sollazzo, Brett Spass, Kyra
Sullivan, Christopher Swingle, Jason
Telsey, Jacob Triarsi, Katerina Truch,
Olivia Turner, Michael Ukrainskyj,
Rachel Vanecek, Paige Venturino, Paul
Vernick, Max Wasilewski, Keelyn
Weber, Katherine Whipple, Megan
Why, Olivia Williams, Isabelle Wright,
Juliana Yang, Parker Yarusi

HAPPY HOLIDAYS…The girls of Tamaques Elementary School Girl Scout
Troop 40041 in Westfield recently handmade 44 cards to ship to military troops
overseas for the holiday season during a meeting as a community service project.
They also made 15 centerpieces for use at the holiday party held at the Armory.
The girls are learning that a little effort on their part can go a long way in
brightening another person’s day.

Fanwood Public Works Garage 
270 North Avenue, Fanwood 

December 3, 4, 10, 11, 17, 18 — 9 am to 3 pm 

December 24 — 9 am to 12 noon 

Sponsored by Rotary of Fanwood Scotch Plains 

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

Attorney-at-Law

General Practice

Estate Planning and Probate

Divorce and Mediation

201 South Avenue E.

Westfield

654-8885

Eve. and Sat. Appt’s

WF Registering Kindergarten
And First Grade for 2012

WESTFIELD – As of January
2012, the Westfield Public Schools
will begin registering children who
will become eligible for kindergar-
ten in the 2012-2013 school year.

The district is also interested in
locating children who have not at-
tended the Westfield Public Schools
for kindergarten but will enter first
grade in the fall. Parents and guard-
ians may register their child at the
following schools on the date and
during the times indicated below.
Please call for an appointment.

Kindergarten Registration is for
all children who are residents of
Westfield reaching the age of 5 on
or before October 1, 2012.

Kindergarten Registration will be
held at Lincoln School, 728
Westfield Avenue. Please call (908)
789-4455 for an appointment.

Daytime appointments on: Mon-
day, January 9, 9 – 11:30 a.m.;
Tuesday, January 10, 9 – 11:30 a.m.;
Wednesday, January 11, 9 – 11:30
a.m.; Wednesday, January 18, 1 – 3
p.m.; Thursday, January 19, 1 – 3
p.m.; Friday, January 20 1 – 3 p.m.

Evening appointments on: Tues-
day, January 17, 6 – 8 p.m.; Mon-
day, January 23, 6 – 8 p.m.

First Grade Registration is taking
place for all children who are resi-
dents of Westfield reaching the age
of 6 on or before October 1, 2012
and have not yet attended the
Westfield Public Schools.

Evening registration for first
grade will be available at the Board
Administration Building, 302 Elm
Street in the first floor Board Room.

Parents are asked to call a school
listed below to make a registration
appointment. Registration times,
dates and locations are: Franklin
School – (908) 789-4592 – Tues-
day, January 10, 9 a.m. – 6 p.m.;
Wednesday, January 11, 8 a.m. – 4
p.m.

Jefferson School – (908) 789-
4490 – Friday, January 20, 8 a.m. –
4 p.m.

McKinley School- (908) 789-
4555 – Friday, January 13, 8 a.m. –
4 p.m.

Tamaques School – (908) 789-
4580 – Thursday, January 12, 8
a.m. – 4 p.m.

Washington School – (908) 789-
4600 – Tuesday, January 10, 8 a.m.
– 4 p.m.

Wilson School – (908) 789-4605
– Wednesday, January 18, 8 a.m. –
4 p.m.

First Grade Evening Registration
for all schools – Wednesday, Janu-
ary 18, 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. call (908)
789-4420 for an evening appoint-
ment at 302 Elm Street.

The following information is re-
quired to register a new student in
the Westfield Public Schools: Birth
certificate with raised seal from the
Bureau of Vital Statistics; Proof of
residence (utility bill, tax bill, lease,
closing statement, voter’s registra-
tion); Proof of Immunization (most
recent record): Diphtheria, Pertus-
sis and Tetanus vaccine (DPT Se-
ries) – four doses with one dose
given on or after the fourth birth-
day, or any total of five doses. Po-
liomyelitis vaccine – three doses of
oral poliovirus vaccine (OPV) or
enhanced inactivated polio vaccine
(IPV), with one dose given on or
after the fourth birthday, or any
four doses spaced by a minimum of
one month. Rubeola (Measles) vac-
cine – two doses given on or after
the first birthday separated by at
least a month, or laboratory docu-
mentation of immunity. Rubella
(German Measles) vaccine – two
dose given on or after the first birth-

day, or laboratory documentation
of immunity. Mumps vaccine – one
dose given on or after the first birth-
day, or laboratory documentation
of immunity. Hepatitis B vaccine –
three doses or laboratory documen-
tation of immunity. Varicella vac-
cine – one dose of varicella vaccine
on or after the first birthday or proof
of disease or immunity is required
for children 19 months of age or
older who attend a child care cen-
ter, or are entering Kindergarten or
Grade 1.

State law will not permit any child
to be admitted to a public school
unless immunizations have been
completed and documented by an
M.D., D.O., or nurse practitioner,
specifically indicating a day, month
and year administered.

Entry Physical Examination Re-
quired: Only one entry examina-
tion is necessary on admission to
Kindergarten (pre-K physical may
be the entry physical). Although a
pre-k physical can be used, a physi-
cal upon a child’s fifth birthday is
recommended.

For Pre-Kindergarten Students
age 3 or older: Parent/guardian must
present a record of the child’s physi-
cal exam, personal health history,
with above immunizations (age ap-
propriate) including: Pneumococ-
cal Vaccine : age 2-11 months; 2
doses age 12-59 months; one dose;
Influenza Vaccine: age 6-59
months; one dose to be given be-
tween September 1 and December
31 of each year in pre-school.

Registration, Personal Health
History and Medical Record forms
are available on the district web site
at www.westfieldnjk12.org. They
are located on the left side (Quick
Links) under the “New Student Reg-
istration” link and can be printed
and completed before scheduled
registration dates. These forms are
also available by calling one of the
elementary schools.

Should parents/guardians have
any questions about the registra-
tion process, please call any elemen-
tary school. In the event of a de-
layed opening or school closing due
to inclement weather, registration
for that day will be rescheduled.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Newspaper The Fanscotian Wins Award

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD -
For the first time, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School newspaper,
The Fanscotian, won the award for
Best in Overall Excellence among
high school newspapers in New Jer-
sey from the Garden State Scholastic
Press Association (GSSPA). The
Award was based on the six issues
produced during the 2010-2011
school year and was presented to the
staff at the GSSPA’s fall conference at
Rutgers University on October 24.

In this contest, scholastic journal-
ism professionals who live and work

outside of the state of New Jersey -
college journalism professors, high
school journalism teachers, and news-
paper advisors - who are accredited
by the Journalism Education Asso-
ciation and the National Scholastic
Press Association, judge the newspa-
pers.

The award is based on the
publication’s content, design, and
graphic elements, especially insofar
as they reflect the culture and com-
munity of the high school itself. Hope
Brand acts as advisor to the students
and is very proud of their hard work.

NEWSWORTHY...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School newspaper, The
Fanscotian, won the award for Best in Overall Excellence among high school
newspapers in New Jersey from the Garden State Scholastic Press Association
(GSSPA). Pictured above is the student staff of the newspaper.

Westfield To
Interview BOE

Candidates
January 3

WESTFIELD - The Westfield
Board of Education will hold a spe-
cial public meeting on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 3, to interview candidates who
have formally applied to be consid-
ered to fill the vacancy on the board
previously held by Julia Walker.

The meeting will begin at 6:30
p.m. in the Board Room at 302 Elm
Street. It will not be televised. The
candidates are: Robert Whitehead,
Gretchan Ohlig, Lucy Biegler, Sheila
Raftery Wiggins, Douglas MacNeil,
Susan Dauber, Keith Hertell, Peter
Tsirigotis and Sona Jepsen. They will
be interviewed individually in 20-
minute time slots.

The current board members will
appoint one of the candidates to serve
on the board until the next school
election, scheduled for Tuesday, April
17. The Board’s decision will be an-
nounced at the public meeting on
Tuesday, January 10.

Did Your Sophomore Take the
PSAT (Or Wish They Had)?

REGION – Many 10th-grade stu-
dents take the PSAT as a way to get
acquainted with the SAT testing style
and to get a sense of how the student’s
test scores compare to other sopho-
mores. But after a quick review, the
score report tends to get filed away
and be brought out a year later when
the scores from junior year arrive.

At Chyten, we believe the sopho-
more results help us to understand
the student’s current strengths and
opportunities for improvement. For
many students, an average math score
is something that will naturally im-
prove as they move forward in their
regular high school math curriculum.
But, since Critical Reading and Writ-

ing Skills are not a direct part of the
regular high school curricula, addi-
tional focus on these areas will be
beneficial to many students.

The four New Jersey Chyten Cen-
ters, Basking Ridge, (908) 647-9320;
Flemington, (908) 788-3660;
Millburn, (973) 564-5220, and
Ridgewood, (201) 857-4840, offer
PSAT results review sessions and
Actual Conditions PSAT tests. Indi-
vidualized programs in math, read-
ing comprehension, vocabulary,
grammar and writing are available.
Visit www.chyten.com for more in-
formation.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Probitas Verus Honos
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The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

In Office Conscious
and IV Sedation

General Anesthesia Provided
by Summit Anesthesia

Associates

Visit our web site
Kidsandsmiles.com

TIMOTHY P. McCABE, D.M.D.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Dentistry for Infants, Children,
Adolescents and Special Needs

Westfield Pediatric Dental Group
555 Westfield Avenue • Westfield, NJ 07090

908-232-1231

Specialty Permit # 3983

w w w. J a m e s Wa r d M a n s i o n . c o m

THE JAMES WARD  
M A N S I O N              

Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY !

 

Best Wishes to our patients and their 
families for a happy and healthy New Year! 

Your support is what makes our 
practice so special and successful! 

 
OUR RENOVATION IS COMPLETE. 

 
Thank you to my team and construction 

crew that worked tirelessly to get the 
project done on time.  We can’t wait to 

see you all in our brand new, 
state-of-the-art facility. 

 
Happy Holidays! 

Sunita Merriman, DDS 

famm

229 Charles Street • Westfield, NJ 07090 • 908.389.0222 

www.doctormerriman.com 

www.dentalchronicles.com 

Find us on   

SUNITA MERRIMAN, DDS 
Dentistry For Those Who Expect The Best. 

Improving The Lives Of Our Patients. 

SPF Music Boosters to Host
Party Featuring RB Express
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

– The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Mu-
sic Booster Organization invites the
community to beat the winter blues
with a night of fabulous food, mu-
sic and dancing, featuring RB Ex-
press, New Jersey’s premier 40s,
50s and 60s singing group, on Sat-
urday January 21, from 7 to 11 p.m.
at the Italian-American Club of
Scotch Plains located at 1976 Val-
ley Avenue in Scotch Plains.

RB Express exemplifies the tight
harmonies and rhythms of early
street corner doo-wop, while add-
ing their own touch to songs we’ve
all heard on the radio. They have
performed with legendary artists
such as Frankie Lymon’s Teenag-
ers, Little Anthony and The Imperi-
als, The Tokens, Larry Chance and
The Earls, The Passions, The Di-
mensions, Felix Cavaliere and The

Young Rascals, The Happenings,
and Lou Christie.

Also performing that night will
be the SPFHS state champion jazz
band The Moonglowers. They will
open the festivities from 7 to 8
p.m., followed by dinner and then
RB Express from 9 -11 p.m.

Tickets are $40 per person and
include dinner and dessert. There
will be a cash bar and dress is busi-
ness/smart casual. Proceeds benefit
The Music Boosters who support
all of the award-winning music pro-
grams in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school district.

To reserve tickets please email
spfwinterparty@gmail.com or call
(908) 322-6533. Tickets may be
picked up in the auditorium lobby
of the High School on Mondays
and Wednesdays, from 7 - 8 p.m.
beginning Wednesday, January 4.

RB Express

Ayala Appointed Student
Representative at UCC

NEW MEMBER...Melinda Ayala, Class of 2011, was sworn in as the Student
Representative to the Union County College Board of Trustees at a recent
meeting. Pictured, left to right, are: Margaret McMenamin, President of Union
County College; Vic Richel, Chairman of the Union County College Board of
Trustees; Melinda Ayala; and Michael Horn, Board General Counsel.

CRANFORD – Melinda Ayala,
Class of 2011, was sworn in as the
Student Representative to the Union
County College Board of Trustees at
the Annual Reorganization meeting
on November 29, 2011. The meet-
ing was held at the College’s
Cranford campus. As the Student
Body Representative, Ayala will
serve on the board for one year. The
position of Student Representative
was created by state law. Ayala will
also serve as a member of the Board’s
Educational Planning and Policy
Committee.

Ayala is a resident of Elizabeth
and graduated from the College with
her Associate in Science degree in
May. She is currently enrolled at
Rutgers University in Newark and is
pursuing a bachelor’s degree in In-
ternational Business. The mother of
two, she enjoys playing sports with
her teenage children and volunteers
in her community. While a student at
Union, Ayala served as President of
Chi Alpha Epsilon, was a member of
the Psi Beta Honors Society, and the
Women’s Leadership Club. For re-
laxation, she enjoys reading and writ-
ing poetry.

Union County College is a com-
prehensive community college serv-
ing approximately 35,000 credit and
non-credit students. It is committed
to serving the higher educational
needs of Union County. The College
has an open admissions policy for
both transfer and career programs
and is dedicated to the fundamental
values of public higher education.

The first of New Jersey’s 19 com-
munity colleges, Union County Col-
lege provides opportunities for
higher education for people of di-
verse ethnic, racial, cultural, educa-
tional and socioeconomic back-
grounds in a multi-campus setting.
The College has campuses located
in Cranford, Elizabeth, and
Plainfield. For more information,
visit www.ucc.edu.

Alexandra Hoffman
Earns High Honors

MERIDEN, N.H. – Alexandra
Hoffman, a member of the Class of
2013, has achieved Academic High
Honors for the Fall Trimester at
Kimball Union Academy in
Meriden, N.H. She is the daughter
of David and Jennifer Hoffman of
Westfield.

Founded in 1813, Kimball Union
Academy is an independent board-
ing and day school for students in
grades 9 to 12 and post-graduate.

Union Catholic
High School Blood

Drive a Success
SCOTCH PLAINS – Union Catho-

lic High School’s Student Movement
Against Cancer (SMAC), along with
faculty moderator Edward Thornton,
Class of 2004, and the New Jersey
Blood Services, hosted a blood drive
on December 13.

Union Catholic had 37 blood do-
nors, including alumni, faculty, par-
ents, and community members. Over
100 lives can potentially be helped
by this level of service. Statistically,
one out of every three people will
need blood at some point in their
lives; which is why UC is strongly
dedicated to increasing awareness for
this cause.

A second blood drive will be hosted
on Thursday, March 15. All eligible
candidates are strongly encouraged
to participate. For general informa-
tion regarding medical eligibility, visit
www.nybloodcenter.org.

Retirement Dinner Set
For Rev. Roy De Leo
GARWOOD – Msgr. John M.

Walsh Council 5437 Garwood
Knights of Columbus will hold a re-
tirement dinner for their Council
Chaplain, the Reverend Roy J. De
Leo, on Saturday, January 7, at 7 p.m.
It will take place at their council hall,
located at 37 South Avenue in
Garwood. Honored guests from the
Menlo Park Disabled Veterans Home
will be among those in attendance.

The prime rib dinner tickets are
$25 per person, $40 per couple, and
include beer, wine and soda. Tickets
can be purchased at the council hall
(opposite PathMark) after 4 p.m. on
weekdays and after 1 p.m. on week-
ends. Parking is available behind the
council hall off Willow Avenue (turn
at Marty Shoes). For further informa-
tion, call the Garwood Knights at
(908) 789-9809.

Kristen Caruana
Member of Production
Crew for Three Sisters
NEW LONDON, Conn. - Kristen

Caruana, a junior at Connecticut
College, served as sound designer
and board operator for the Theater
Department’s November production
of Three Sisters, in the college’s
Tansill Theater. Kristen, a 2009 gradu-
ate of Mount Saint Mary Academy, is
the daughter of Sal and Darleen
Caruana of Westfield.

Library Announces Dates
For iPad/iPhone Programs

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library will present a
program on the iPad 2 and the
iPhone 4s on Saturday, January 7,
at 2 p.m., and again on Monday,
January 9, at 6:30 p.m. The library
is located at 550 East Broad Street.

Dave Marra, a senior systems en-
gineer for Apple, will present the
program. In discussing the iPad 2,
he will cover its new design, two
cameras and the new dual-core A5
chip.

He also will demonstrate how to
browse the web, read and send e-
mail, enjoy photos, watch videos,
listen to music, play games and
read books. Mr. Marra additionally
will cover iPhone 4s content in his
demonstration.

Mr. Marra has conducted thou-
sands of technology presentations,
keynote addresses and workshops
for schools, Mac and PC user
groups, businesses and other pro-

fessional organizations across the
United States and Canada. Certi-
fied as both an Apple certified tech-
nical coordinator and an Apple cer-
tified systems administrator, he spe-
cializes in digital multimedia,
Internet technologies, accessibility
and Mac/PC integration.

This program will be free and
open to Westfield Memorial Library
and MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that
are part of the Middlesex Union
Reciprocal Agreement Libraries. To
learn if a library participates, check
the Westfield Memorial Library
website, wmlnj.org. To register for
the program, visit wmlnj.org and
click on the Online Calendar, or
call (908) 789-4090, extension
no.7951.
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NEED A HOME?
Frank’s got THE App for that!

Download my free 
Mobile App for 
on the go access 
to prices, maps, 
photos and more!

Text “ISOLDI” to “87778”

Frank D. Isoldi, Broker / Sales Associate
#1 Agent Westfield Office: 2004, 2006-2010 • #1 Listing Agent Westfield Office: 2004-2010

email: isre@aol.com • Office: 908-233-5555 x 202 • Direct: 908-301-2038 • www.frankdisoldi.com
©2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE…IT’S PRICELESS!

Competition Is Getting Much Tighter Among Many Teams
For Dominance in the Union County Wrestling Scene

Mike Kalimtzis (120) Westfield Victor Pozsonyi (182) R. Park PanthersNick Lospinoso (145) Brearley Anthony Tufaro (Hwt) SPF RaidersTravis Foster (160) Linden Tigers JP Christiano (170) Cranford Cougars

Competition in Union County ap-
pears to be getting tighter with snarl-
ing Bears, Panthers, Cougars and Ti-
gers, along with Blue Devils and In-
dians. The Highlanders graduated a
lot but still have strength. Injuries
have already plagued several teams.

Westfield Blue Devils:
The Blue Devils graduated state

champion Christian Barber but re-
turn all but two
from the varsity
lineup. It should
be another im-
pressive season
to rival its 16-
win season last
year. Seniors
Troy Skibitsky
and Luke Gib-
bons (195) may

be out for the season.
Mike Kalimtzis (sr – 120): UCT

and two-time District 11 champ at
103. Second in Region. NJSIAA
qualifier. Finished 33-5. Has 77-21
career record.

“He set his goals even higher. He is

stepping up as a leader on this team.”
Ellis Opoku (sr – 138): Third in

UCT, Third in
district. Won 2 in
Region. Fin-
ished 26-12

“He’s got a
good gas tank,
because he
works hard. He
understands the
equation of hard
work paying

off.”
Nick Rotondo (jr – 132): Second

in District 11. Won 2 in Region 3.
Finished 19-11

“He’s going to follow up a strong
sophomore year with an even better
junior year. The sky is the limit for
him.”

Colin Barber (jr – 152): Third in
district. Finished 22-12

“He’s really starting to mature. He’s
pushing himself. He is real serious
about the sport now.”

Kieran Cline (sr – 182): Third in
district. Finished 19-12

Look out for Kyle Kania (jr. – hwt)

Roselle Park:
The Panthers still have a very young

but talented team and will fill all the
weight classes.

“We have good numbers, so that’s
always a plus. We’re young. That’s a
plus as well. We had a very good off-

season in various
duals throughout
the state. That
provided us with
the necessary ex-
perience for our
younger guys.
We have strong
veteran leader-
ship with Vic
Pozsonyi and

Brendon Leary. That coupled with
good work ethic will help the under-
classmen come along. It’s not a sprint.
It’s a marathon. By the end of the
year, we will be hitting our stride,”
Panther Head Coach John Ranieri
said.

Victor Pozsonyi (sr – 182): Dis-
trict, UCT and Region 3 champ at

171. Finished 36-3 and seventh at
AC.

“Vic comes from a very good blood
line. Vic is one of those role model
wrestlers in the classroom and out-
side. It’s a privilege to see how hard
he works.”

John DeVito (jr – 113): Third in
UCT at 103 (2011) Finished 26-9

Brandon Leary (sr – 132): Sec-
ond in UCT (2011).

Phil Woods (so. – 160): Region
qualifier at 135

Brearley Bears:
The Bears received some unfortu-

nate news with the loss of Anthony
Rice (out for sea-
son with a shoul-
der injury), but
still return a
c o m p e t i t i v e
group.

“We gradu-
ated six very
good kids. Los-
ing Anthony
Rice is a big blow

to our team, but with the nucleus that

we have, I think we can compete with
just about anyone. We will have mea-
suring sticks all the way along,” “Bear
Head Coach Scot Weaver said.

Nick Lospinoso (sr – 145): UCT,
District 11
champ at 140.
Finished 24-7.

“Nicky placed
All-American at
the end of last
year at Virginia
Beach. He has
been heavily re-
cruited by some
Division I pro-

grams.”
John Balboni (jr – 160): District

11 champ, third in Region 3 (AC
qualifier) at 152 his freshman year.
Injured last year.

“Johnny is in shape, and he’s
healthy. The other day he was wres-
tling with three state qualifiers, and
he was taking it to all three of them.”

Anthony Tancs (sr – 195): Sec-
ond in district. Finished 24-14.

Joe Balboni (so – 170) & Andrew

Scarillo (jr – 152): Look out for
Mike Christian (sr – Hwt):

Cranford Cougars:
The Cougars had two outstanding

seniors last year with Joe Giaccio and
Kyle Markovitch, who both qualified
for the state tournament.

First year as the head coach Pat
Gorman, who had been the assistant
under Darren Torsone, said, “From

heavyweight all
the way down to
[1]52 are kids,
who have al-
ready been in the
lineup. Fourteen
of them are com-
ing from the
football state
championships,
so these kids are

hungry for another successful sea-
son.”

J.P. Christiano (sr – 170): UCT,
District 11 and Region 3 champ at
160. Finished 35-4.

“He’s hungry to do better than what
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Nick Rotondo (132)
Westfield Blue Devils

Colin Barber (152)
Westfield Blue Devils

Brandon Leary
(132) R. P. Panthers

Ian Henry (126)
Cranford Cougars

Jim Dwyer (152)
Cranford Cougars

John Balboni (160)
Brearley Bears

$5OFF
total purchases 
of $25 or more
Offer expires January 15, 2012
Coupon cannot be combined 

with any other offer.

$2 OFF
total purchases 
of $10 or more
Offer expires January 15, 2012
Coupon cannot be combined 
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Nothing says holiday
more than a fabulous
Gourmet Food Basket
from Gillespie’s Food Market

Stop by today and

create that special

basket or call 

(908) 264-8636 to have

one delivered today!

OVENGOLD 
TURKEY & HAM

$7.99/lb
Sale good through December 2011

OUR DELICIOUS DAILY PREPARED MEALS ARE HERE!

Come visit our European-style village market

(908) 264-8636 • Fax (908) 264-8743 • Open 365 days a year 8am-8pm

856 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside, NJ

Email: inquiries @gillespies.com  •   Visit us at www.gillespies.com

Meat Loaf

Pork Chops or Pork Tenderloin; Baked Ziti

Chicken Scampi; Tortellini with Pesto Sauce

Sliced Barbequed Steak; Roasted Duck

Roasted Chicken; Ribs

Baked Salmon; Crab Patties

Sausage with Pasta, Ricotta and Tomato Sauce; Hot Wings

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

Gillespie’s Gift Cards
are a great way to bring in 

the New Year!

No time to cook? And you want to

eat healthy delicious food? 

No problem! Every Gillespie’s entrée

can be completed with our selection

of prepared vegetables and soups.

Steve Carlton – Baseball Great
Born December 22, 1944
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he did last year. I foresee him having
an excellent year.”

Ian Henry (sr – 126): Took third
in UCT at 125.
Second in district
at 125. Finished
22-15.

“We are look-
ing for him to fin-
ish in the top at
the districts.”

Jim Dwyer (jr
– 152): Took
fourth in district

that had three NJSIAA qualifiers.
Cory Markovitch (jr – 160): Sec-

ond in district at 171 wrestling up two
weight classes all season.

“Jimmy has a great future here, as
does Cory Markovitch.”

Keep an eye on freshman Gavin
Murray at 113-lbs.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood:
The Raiders have a new head coach

in TJ Gavor, but
he is definitely a
familiar face
since he has been
their assistant
coach for five
years. The Raid-
ers are also a far
more experi-
enced group than
in the two previ-

ous years.
Anthony Tufaro (jr –hwt): Third

in UCT. Second in District 11. Fin-
ished 34-8.

“He knows his competition in the
district and the region. We certainly
have high hopes.”

Sean Cannon (sr – 152): Injured
the second half of last year.

“Sean is that wildcard wrestler,
who could upset anybody in the state.
He’s got all those funky moves in his

arsenal.”
Mike Steinfeld (sr – 145): Third in

UCT and District 11. Finished 21-10
“Steinfeld has looked incredible so

far. His motor is second to none.”
Dom Natale (so – 132): Posted a

19-9 record at 130-lbs last year.
“Dominic is sort of an old-school

throwback. Lace them up and smack
you in the mouth
wrestler!”

The Raiders
also have three
impressive fresh-
men in JT Beirne
(106), Tom
C u n n i n g h a m
(113) and Brian
Lapham (126).
Also look out for

seniors Andrew Jacobs or Luke Mineo
at 220-lbs.

A. L. Johnson Crusaders:
The Crusaders are in the develop-

mental process
of building a
team but do have
a few veterans.
“We are still
pulling people
off the football
field. We are try-
ing to build a
team, Head
Coach Rick

Ortega said.
Kyle Mogensen (sr – 152): “Kyle,

one of our captains, had 20 wins for
us last year.”

Mark Vinegra (sr – 160): “Mark
is another senior, who we are looking
for good things from him.”

Sal Montouri (sr – 195): “Sal, a
third-year wrestler, has made leaps
and bounds from when he started.”

Ed Olenick (jr – 220): Has beefed
up in muscularity.

Governor Livingston:
The Highlanders had a banner sea-

son last year with a senior-laden team
with a good percentage of juniors.

According to Head Coach Rick
Iacono, “We are not going to be bad
and better than people think despite
graduating seven seniors. People will
be gunning for us, which I like and
that makes it fun.”

Jonathan Mele (jr – 106/113):
UCT champ at 103. Dist. 12 champ.
Fourth in Region 3. Finished 32-4

Ryne Morrison (sr. – 113/120):
UCT champ at 112. Second Dist. 12,
Finished 26-8

Shane Haddad (jr – 170): Third
in UCT. District 12 champ. Fourth in
Region 3. Finished 28-11

Zach Heissler (sr – 182): Third in
Dist. 12. Finished 26-11.

Tony Manganiello (sr – hwt): “He
is a solid heavyweight at 256-lbs.”

Keep and eye on sophomore Ryan
Hoy (132)

New Providence:
The Pioneers struggled last year

with a very
young squad.

“This year, we
filled all the
weights and con-
sidering our
tough confer-
ence, with this
group of very
young kids, I
would be pleased

with a 500-plus season,” coach Gary
Bremer said.

David Dinerman (sr – 126): Third
in UCT.

Carmine Boccellari (fr – 106):
“Will make some noise.”

Steve Bremer (so – hwt): Wrestled
215 last year.

Kevin Kourakos (sr – 132): “Back

from an injury. Shows a lot of prom-
ise.”

Rahway Indians:
The Indians have a large room and

can fill all the weight classes.
“Rahway Head Coach Fred Stueber

said. “Numbers
are good. We
have a lot of rook-
ies. We do have
some experience
in the room and a
handful of se-
niors, who
haven’t come out
before but are
good athletes.”

Justin Becker (jr – 152): Fourth in
UCT (140). District 11 champ at 135.
Finished 24-7

“Becker is probably the shining
star on the team. I think he’s going to
do some damage down at the states.”

Franco Mejia (jr – 145): “Franco
is going to surprise some people.
Nobody knew who he was until dis-
tricts came around.”

Isaac Valentin (jr – 120): Third in
UCT. Second in District 11. Finished
19-9

“Isaac put in a good summer. He
looks like he’s
going to do some
damage.”

Laziak Jones
(Hwt): Third in
District 11. Fin-
ished 19-8.

“Laziak put on
some weight. If I
can get him in
good shape, he

will be a force in the county.”
Chris Chavez (so – 138): “Chavez

comes from a wrestling family. I know
he’s going to give me some pins when
I need them.”

Eric Melendez (sr – 103): Third in
District 11. Fifth in UCT. Finished
15-14

“Melendez got real strong. He is
going to do OK.”

Tyler Zihlbauer (sr – 126): “Tyler
came back at a nice weight, so I think
he is going to be effective.”

Linden Tigers:
The Tigers finished 14-7 last year

and will be able to fill all the weight

classes. Head Coach Anthony Reinoso
said, “We are actually stronger in the
lower weights, especially now with
the weight classes. This class is spe-
cial. I came here four years ago. They

were eighth
graders. I
coached them
that year and they
were an unde-
feated middle
school team.”

Travis Foster
(sr – 160): Sec-
ond in UCT and
District 11. Third

in Region 3. NJSIAA qualifier. Fin-
ished 31-8.

“He has unfinished business in At-
lantic City. His goal is the podium.
Anything short would be a disap-
pointment in his eyes.”

Nick Tekula (so – 103): Fourth in
UCT. Second in District 11. Finished
22-12

“He stopped his football career to
focus on wrestling. We think he is
going to have a special season.”

Bob Clark (sr. – 195): Finished
16-9 last year.

Keep and eye on Sumir Burns (sr –
Hwt), Josh Sheehy (jr – 120) and
Danny Tibere (jr – 132).

Union Farmers:
Head Coach Dino DeBellonia has

a roster of 62 wrestlers. According to
Coach DeBellonia, “We are pleased
with two things. One with the number

of kids we were
able to get out.
Most have never
wrestled before,
but we pride our-
selves on taking
a young kid and
developing him
into a good wres-
tler. Throughout
the lineup we

have more experienced kids.”
Promising Farmers: Pat Rangel

(sr – 138), Steve Gibki (jr – 170),
Brian Homere (sr – 195), Kris Lewis
(jr – hwt), Jeremy Randolph (jr –
132), Mike Zuena (jr – 145).

“That’s where our strength is right
now, in our heavier weights. Chris
Lewis had a decent season last year.
Brian Homere is very athletic. Steve

Gibki has really dedicated himself to
the sport. Mike Zuena has been the
varsity lineup since his freshman year.”

Summit Hilltoppers:
The Hilltoppers are in their second

year at the varsity level, and two of
their wrestlers Nick Abbott and AJ
Iarussi left a mark.

“We have a whole bunch of fresh-
man lightweights at six (106) and thir-

teen (113). Our
goal is to get
Iarussi and
Abbott to AC,
first and second
in districts and
placing in coun-
ties. They worked
hard in summer,”
said Head Coach
Eric Wachtel.

Anthony Iarussi (jr – 182/195):
Proved himself on the football field
and on the mats. Fourth in UCT. Re-
gion 3 qualifier. Finished 24-5

Nick Abbott (jr – 132): Fourth in
UCT. Fourth in Region 3 at 130-lbs.
Finished 23-8.

Others: Colum Dougherty (so),
Daniel Kennedy (jr)

Plainfield Cardinals:
The Cardinals had two underclass-

men, who qualified for the Region 3
Tournament in Nigel McPleasant (jr
– 152) and Josh Knight (jr – 220).

Elizabeth Minutemen:
The Minutemen had two wrestlers,

who qualified for the Region 3 tourna-
ment last year. Ezekiel Villafava (jr –
171): Third in District 11, Dondre Floyd
(jr. – 138): Second in District 11.

Ellis Opoku (138)
Westfield Blue Devils

Cory Markovitch 160
Cranford Cougars

Shane Haddad(170)
GL Highlanders

Jon Mele(106)
GL Highlanders

Mark Vinegra (160)
ALJ Crusaders

Kris Lewis (Hwt)
Union Farmers

Joe Balboni (170)
Brearley Bears

Anthony Tancs
(195) Brearley Bears

Nick Tekula (106)
Linden Tigers

Isaac Valintin (120)
Rahway Indians

Justin Becker (152)
Rahway Indians

Dave Dinerman
(126) N. P. Pioneers

Sean Cannon (152)
SPF Raiders

Dom Natale (132)
SPF Raiders

Mike Steinfeld (145)
SPF Raiders

Bobby Clark (195)
Linden Tigers

Zach Heissler (182)
GL Highlanders

Ryne Morrison (113)
GL Highlanders

John DeVito (113)
R. Park Panthers

Franco Mejia (145)
Rahway Indians

Kevin Kourakas
(132) N. P. Pioneers

Tony Manganiello
(Hwt) Highlanders

Brian Homere (195)
Union Farmers

Phil Woods (160)
R. Park Panthers

Kyle Mogensen
(152) ALJ Crusaders

Andrew Scarillo
(152) Brearley Bears

Steve Bremer (Hwt)
N. P. Pioneers

Sal Montouri (195)
ALJ Crusaders

Ed Olenick (220)
ALJ Crusaders

Steve Gibki (170)
Union Farmers

Jeremy Randolph
(132) Union Farmers

Pat Rangel (138)
Union Farmers

Mike Zuena (145)
Union Farmers

Nick Abbott (132)
Summit Hilltoppers

HEALTHY NEW YEAR! 
Start your year of healthy  
living at the Westfield Area Y!  
Our wellness facilities,  
programs and staff will  
inspire you and your family  
to be stronger, healthier and happier.   

WESTFIELD AREA Y  
220 Clark St., Westfield ∙ 908-233-2700 ∙ www.westfieldynj.org  

 

Strengthening the communities of Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and 
Westfield since 1923.  Financial assistance is available.  

OPEN NEW YEAR’S DAY  
10:00AM - 4:00PM 
• FREE gift while supplies last 

• FREE TRX® classes at 11:00AM and Noon  
(12 participants/class) 

 

NEW MEMBER SPECIAL 
$20.12 Joiner’s Fee January 1st- 8th 

Highlander Boys Stop
Raider Cagers, 58-42
The Governor Livingston High

School boys basketball team jumped
to a 13-2, first quarter lead en route to
a 58-42 victory over Scotch Plains-
Fanwood in Berkeley Heights on
December 16. Logan Kelly led the 1-
0 Highlanders with 20 points.

Raider Ian Johnston put in 16
points, Tom Bonacum sank 11, Xavier
Noel-Brooks had eight points and
Dom Gonzalez had five points.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   2 12 18 10 42
Gov. Livingston 13 11 11 23 58

The Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad

Wishes the residents and community of Westfield a safe, happy 
and healthy holiday season.

2012 Officers:

President: Reid Edles
Vice President: Susan Lagano
Treasurer: Dan Sullivan
Asst. Treasurer: Jeanne Gladis

Captain: Jonathan Delano
Deputy Captain: Suanne Hutchinson
Ambulance Lt.: Ron DeVelde
Scheduling Lt.: Brendan Galligan
Equipment Lt.: Kim Adams
Training Lt.: Dan Klibaner

For information about the squad or to volunteer, please call
908-233-2500 or stop by the squad building at 335 Watterson Street, 

Westfield, New Jersey.
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BALDWIN, REINHARDT WIN 2 INDIVIDUAL, 2 RELAYS

Lady Blue Devils Power Past
BrH2O in Swimming, 113-57

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Pressure to match the achievements
of last year’s team did not seem to
phase this year’s Westfield High
School girls swim team that easily
powered past the Lady Panthers of
Bridgewater-Raritan, 113-57, at
Wallace Pool in Westfield on Decem-
ber 16.

The 4-0 Lady Blue Devils took top
honors in every event except the 100-
butterfly. Sophomore Caroline
Baldwin and junior Ellie Reinhardt
each won two individual events and
were members of two winning re-

lays.
Baldwin touched first in the 50-

freestyle with a time of 23.65, fol-
lowed by teammate Loren Ball at
25.18, while Lauren Schmeider
placed fourth at 26.45. Baldwin also
touched first in the 100-free at 52.58.
Ball was second at 56.02. Baldwin’s
50-free time was less than a 10th of a
second away from the WHS record
and her 100-free time was less than
:00.2 from the WHS record, both set
by Suzanne Lemberg.

“Today I wasn’t thinking about it,
but before I graduate, I would like to
come close to that. I wasn’t expecting

it today at all. When I touched the
wall, I was just looking to get as much
points as possible for my team,”
Baldwin said.

For streamline purposes, Baldwin
also developed a technique of keep-
ing her head under the surface of the
water throughout each lap.

“I started [swimming] in seventh
grade, but I started it at the end of last
year,” Baldwin answered.

Reinhardt touched first in the 200-
free with a time of 1:57.46, and Maeve
Maloney touched third at 2:05.11.
Reinhardt also touched first in the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

OWEN BRAND
ML# 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@myinvestorsbank.com

Member FDIC
NMLS ID #60061. Mortgage Loans provided by ISB Mortgage Co, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of

Investors Savings Bank and Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking Insurance.

908-301-2015, Direct
#1 REALTOR, Total Production - 11 Years!
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum - 2002-2009
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Gold - 1987-2001 RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Hye-Young Choi, Sales Associate

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555 x 169

© 2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Westfield…Outstanding new 2006 11 room, 5/6 bedrooms, 4 ½ bath colonial
with distinctive craftsmanship and high-end quality. Designer inspired interior
offers open floor plan, high ceilings, hardwood floors throughout, sun filled 8 over
8 windows, extensive millwork, accent ceiling and 2 fireplaces. Gracious foyer
opens to living room which gracefully flows into the family room with boxed beam
ceiling and fireplace. Adjoining the family room is the chef’s kitchen with first
class appliances, Schrock cabinets, center isle with prep sink, bar area with wine
cooler and rack and separate dining area. Formal dining room, library and guest
bedroom and bath complete the 1st floor. Master bedroom retreat features fireplace,
deluxe bath and California custom walk-in closet.  3 additional bedrooms, 2 baths
and laundry complete the 2nd floor. Walk up attic, full basement, 2 ZN HT/CAC,
private yard/patio and front porch sitting area. Close to all schools, NYC
transportation and downtown.     $1,750,000.

Westfield…New 2002 spacious Colonial at end of cul-de-sac. 5 bedroom,
4 full, 2 half baths with a great, flowing floor plan. Entry opens to beautiful
2 story living room with triple height windows, French doors to family
room w/fireplace, beautiful large kitchen with stainless steel appliances,
granite counters and eating area with sliders to private deck. Formal dining
room with embellished moldings, sunroom/bedroom with full bath with
sliders to patio and recirculation Koi pond. Hardwood floors, custom
moldings on first floor, high ceilings, Master suite with beautiful full bath
and large walk-in closet, 3 additional bedroom and 2 bath.  Large finished
basement, 3 ZN HT/CAC, 2 car garage and close to all schools and
Tamaques Park.       $1,140,000.

Scotch Plains…Welcome to this charming, well maintained 3 bedroom, 1 1/
2 bath colonial close to schools and New York transportation. Fabulous updates
make this home a move-in experience! Central air system in 2007, new roof,
new shake siding and custom landscaping lighting front and back. Foyer opens
to a living room w/ brick fireplace , den and a formal dining room. The eat-in
kitchen is bright and sunny with a bowed window overlooking the fenced yard
and brick patio. The master bedroom w/ California closets, 2 additional
bedrooms and hall bath. A walk-up attic for great storage, finished basement
w/ 1/2 bath/laundry, hwfl, ceiling molding, and neutral decor. This home will
make your wishes come true.      $469,900.

My best wishes
to everyone for a

wonderful Holiday
Season and a Happy

and Prosperous
New Year.

With Warm Regards,

 Hye-Young Choi

As we celebrate this season of home and hearth, 
I want to thank you for your business and 

support over the past year.
I wish you a very, very happy holiday season 
and prosperity and good health as we move 

forward into 2012.

Owned & operated by NRT LLC.

Maryalice Ryan
MBA, ABR, SRES, ASP
Premier Agent
Cell   (908) 917-5801
Direct (908) 928-9121
Office  (908) 233-5555 x238
Email  maryaliceryan@comcast.net
Web maryaliceryan.com
209 Central Ave, Westfield, NJ

HALEY WINS FLY, 500; DANIEL WINS 200 & 100-FREE

Blue Devils Get Back on Top
Of BrH2O Swim Boys, 95-75

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two dual meet losses, two state
meet losses and two years was too
long, so this year the Westfield High
School boys swim team got back on
top of the Bridgewater-Raritan Pan-
thers in dramatic fashion with a 95-
75 victory at Wallace Pool in Westfield
on December 16.

Senior co-captain Brennan Haley
and junior Matt Daniel each touched
first in two individual events and both
were members of two winning relays.

“We haven’t beaten Bridgewater
in a couple of years. This is actually

my first time beating Bridgewater,
because the last time we beat them, I
wasn’t even on the team. This is a
really big win for the team. I think it
is going to bring up the team’s mo-
mentum, and we are going to have a
great season,” Daniel said.

Haley was part of a foursome,
which included Max Shin, Tyler
Lessner and Stephen Husch that
touched first in the 200-medley relay
with a time of 1:38.28. When Luke
McGrory, Alex Bond, Matt Trinkle
and Tim York touched third at 1:43.17,
the Blue Devils had a 10-4 lead after
the first event.

When Daniel touched first in the
200-freestyle at 1:46.45 and John
Lindros touched fourth at 1:50.5,
Westfield extended its lead to 19-11.
But the Panthers, led by Victor Luo
who took first at 1:55.66, touched 1-
2-3 in the 200-Individual Medley,
followed by Lessner at 2:01.92 to
take a 24-22 lead. Panther Jesse
Novak out-touched Husch 23.02-
23.03 in the 50-free, followed by
Shin at 23.41. By the break, the Pan-

thers held a 32-30 lead.
Haley and Trinkle quickly turned

the tide by placing 1-2 in the 100-
butterfly with respective times of
53.49 and 55.98 to put Westfield on
top, 41-37. From that point, the Blue
Devils kept adding to their lead.
Daniel touched first in the 100-free
with a time of 49.29, and McGrory
touched fourth at 51:42. Haley fol-
lowed with his second individual win
with a time of 4:55.47 in the 500-
free. Bond touched fourth at 5:05.65.

“I think the pressure is on every-
one. I was just fortunate that they
didn’t push some of their top guys in

the butterfly and the 500, so I got
lucky,” Haley said humbly.

“I do freestyle events, so my goal is
to kick as hard as possible, try to get
some good turnovers and pull a lot of
water,” Daniel said.

Husch, Lessner, Lindros and an-
chorman Daniel touched first in the
200-free relay with a time of 1:30.74,
and Connor Moore, Kevin Oster,
Trinkle and Bond touched third at
1:35.78 to give the Blue Devils a
somewhat comfortable, 69-55, lead
with three events remaining.

Panther Dylan Sali won the 100-
backstroke at 53.89, but Shin at 54.15
and McGrory at 57.04 touched 2-3 to
up the lead to 78-62. Panthers Luo at
59.82 and Bora Subuktekin at 1:02.77
touched 1-3 in the 100-breaststroke,
while Blue Devils Lessner (1:01.78)
and Husch (1:03.25) touched 2-4.

Westfield slammed the door in dra-
matic fashion when anchorman
Daniel dove into the water a few
body lengths behind Panther anchor
Nick Agnello and came from behind
to touch first in the 400-free relay at

3:21.82. Moore, Nick Constantine,
Trinkle and McGrory touched third
at 3:31.63.

“The goal of high school swim-
ming is to win as many events as you
can. It was going through my head
that I’ve got to catch that guy, be-
cause I got to help my team get as
many points as possible,” Daniel said.

“He has a tendency to do that. He
comes from behind a lot. It is really
good to be able to swim a relay and
know that we have a guy who can
bring it all together and give us a
win,” Haley said.

The Blue Devils now look at an-

other huge showdown with Scotch
Plains-Fanwood today, December 22,
in Westfield at 2:30 p.m.

“I am really proud of our team. It’s
a big win. It certainly sets our work
ethic for the rest of the year. We have
a lot of better things to look forward
to right now,” Haley said.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WINNING THE FIRST OF TWO EVENTS…Blue Devil Brennan Haley touched first in the 100-butterfly with a time of
53.49. He later touched first in the 500-freestyle with a time of 4:55.47.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HEADING FOR THE FINISH…Blue Devil Sarah Cronin swoops for the finish in the 100-butterfly in the meet against
Bridgewater-Raritan. The Lady Blue Devils won handily, 113-57.
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Blue Devils Power Past Panthers
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

SPF PAL Place 2nd
At UC Mat Tourney

Four individual winners sparked
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF)
PAL wrestling team to a second-place
finish at the 10-team Union County
Brawl Tournament that was wrestled
this past weekend at Cranford High
School.

Winning championships for SPF
were Alex Oslislo at 90-lbs, Jack
Cannon at 85-lbs, Sam Wusterfeld at
102-lbs and Zach Fleischman at 110-
lbs. SPF runners-up were Justin
Sidebottom at 63-lbs and Nick
Palazzolo at 85-lbs, while Billy Ricci
finished third at 70-lbs. The SPF
fourth-place finishers were Kyle
Robinson at 57-lbs, Anthony
Robinson at 60-lbs, Tom Nakonechny
at 120-lbs and Billy Root at heavy-
weight.

500-free with a time of 5:19.94, and
co-captain Jess Cronin touched third
at 5:38.66.

In the opening event, Baldwin an-
chored the winning 200-medley re-
lay, which also featured Jess Cronin,
Becky Zhang and Erika Daniel, in a
time of 1:52.09. Allie McBrearty,
Kathleen Bond, Amy West and
Schmeider touched third at 1:58.01.

The Blue Devils held a 41-21 lead
at the break before Panther Dana Yu
touched first in the 100-butterfly with
a time of 59.74, followed by Blue
Devils Daniel (1:00.54), Sarah Cronin
(1:03.44) and West (1:06.6).

As the anchor, Baldwin teamed with
Sarah Cronin, Ball and Reinhardt to
win the 200-free relay in 1:39.9.
Courtney Han, Courtney Day, Daniel
and Schmeider touched third at
1:46.99. McBrearly and Jess Cronin
touched 1-2 in the 100-backstroke
with respective times of 1:03.48 and
1:04.17, and Julia Diamantopolous
touched fourth at 1:05.91.

Zhang won the 100-breaststroke
with a time of 1:12.56, and Meg Myers
touched third at 1:14.09. The Blue
Devils added emphasis by placing 1-
3 in the final event, the 400-free relay.
Ball, Reinhardt, Schmeider and Sa-

rah Cronin touched first at 3:44.09,
while Maloney, Day, Audrey Bangs
and McBrearty touched third at
3:54.69.

“I think we still have the same
mentality as last year trying to get
there, we are all excited and we want
to keep it up,” Baldwin said.

The Blue Devils will host Scotch
Plains-Fanwood today, December 22,
at 2:30 p.m.
200 medley relay: J. Cronin, Zhang,
Daniel, Baldwin (1:52.09)
200 free: Reinhardt (1:57.46)
200 IM: S. Cronin (2:11.18)
50 free: Baldwin (23.65)
100 fly: BrH2O Yu (59.74
100 free: Baldwin (52.68)
500 free: Reinhardt (5:19.94)
200 free relay: S. Cronin, Ball, Reinhardt,
Baldwin (1:39.9)
100 back: McBrearty (1:03.48)
100 breast: Zhang (1:12.56)
400 free relay: Ball, Reinhardt,
Schmeider, S. Cronin (3”44.09

Local Athletes Receiving
All-UC, All-State Honors:

All-Union County (All-UC and number), All-Group (All-G and number)

FOOTBALL:
Offense (O), Defense (D)

Westfield – James O’Rourke (All-
UC, 1T D, All-G4 1T) Mike LaFace
(All-UC 1T D, All-G4 3T), Pete Ondi
(All-UC 2T O) Dan Bigelow (All-UC
2T O), Nate Mitchell (All-UC 3T O),
Jon Gribbin (All-UC 3T O), Pat
Johnson (All-UC 2T D).

SPF Raiders – Anthony Byers (All-
UC 1T O, All-G3 2T), Matt Jegede
(All-UC 3T O), Andrew Miller &
Anthony Lettieri (All-UC 2T D),
Anthony Tufaro (All-UC 3T D).

Cranford – Reggie Green (All-UC
1T O, All-G3 1T), Chris Folinusz (All-
UC 1T O, All-G3 3T), Ryan
Williamson & TJ Nichols (All-UC 3T
O), Mike Klimek (All-UC 1T D, All-
G3 1T), Eric Garguilo (All-UC 1T D,
All-G3 2T), Nick Diaz (All-UC 3T D)

BOYS SOCCER:
Westfield – Henry Smith (All-UC

1T, All-G4 3T), Shane Kronick (All-
UC 2T)

SPF Raiders – Travis Cortes (All-
UC 1T & Player of Year, All-G3 1T,
All-State 3T), Colin Stripling & Dan
McMillan (All-UC 1T, All-G3 1T),
Andrew Leischner (All-UC 1T, All-
G3 2T), Vinnie Bianco (All-UC 1T,
All-G3 3T), Billy Babis & Mike Daly
(All-UC 2T), Ryan McKenna (All-
UC 3T).

Cranford – George El-Khoury
(All-UC 2T).

GIRLS SOCCER:
Westfield – Mercedes Smith &

Karli Sottung (All-UC 1T), Vicky
Gagliano & Jess Kenny (All-UC 2T).

SPF Raiders – Christy Monroy
(All-UC 1T & Player of the Year,
All-G3 1T, All-State 3T), Sarah
Vanbuskirk (All-UC 1T, All-G3 2T),
Christine Miklas (All-UC 1T, All-G3
3T), Erin Pierce & Leah Salituro (All-
UC 2T), Avia Shadmi (All-UC 3T).

Cranford – Madison Savulich (All-
UC 3T).

GYMNASTICS:
NORTH SECTION 2:

Westfield – Abby Cook (All-
Around, Vault, Unevens, Floor)

SPF Raiders – Alex Peluso (Bal-
ance Beam)

Cranford – Mary Kate Walch
(Gymnast of the Year, All events),
Alex Puryear (All events)

X-COUNTRY BOYS:
Westfield – Jack Leahy (All-UC

1T & Runner of the Year, All-State
& All-G4 1T), John Kirna & Matt
Luppino (All-UC 1T, All-G4 3T),
David Carville & Kevin Smith (All-
UC 1T), Evan Tarlow (All-UC 2T).

SPF Raiders – Jon Kirby (All-UC
3T)

Cranford – Elias Howard (All-UC
2T), Tom Feeney & Mike Zanfardino
(All-UC 3T).

X-COUNTRY GIRLS:
Westfield – Johanna Mermer (All-

UC 1T), Danielle Grimes, Gabby
Stravach & Alana Basil (All-UC 3T).

SPF Raiders – Grace Kelly (All-
UC 2T)

Cranford – Megan Byrnes & Katia
Oltmann (All-UC 2T)

VOLLEYBALL:
Westfield – Grace Antonelli (All-

UC 1T, All-G4 3T), Morgan Bowen
(All-UC 2T)

SPF Raiders – Delaney Reimers
(All-UC 3T)

Cranford – Kathryn Ahern (All-
UC 2T)

Union Catholic – Julie Monroy
(All-UC 1T & Player of the Year,
All-State 1T), Annyssa Herlihy (All-
UC 1T, All-Non-Public 1T), Lauren
Faria (All-UC 2T, All-Non-Public
2T), Kim Esguerra (All-UC 2T, All-
Non-Public 3T), Krystyna Maciejak
(All-UC 3T).

FIELD HOCKEY:
Westfield – Kelly Gray (All-UC

2T)
Cranford – Maria Guarisco (All-

UC 2T, All-G3 3T), Erica Faraone
(All-UC 3T)

GIRLS TENNIS:
Westfield – Elizabeth Cusick &

Julia Criscuolo (All-UC 1T & All-G4
2T doubles), Marilyn Kowalski (All-
UC 1T singles), Samantha Hindes
(All-UC 3T)

SPF Raiders – Lindsey Wilkinson
& Hannah Nizri (All-UC 3T doubles)

David B. Corbin (West Morris Central game file) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UNION COUNTY PLAYER OF THE YEAR…Raider Christy Monroy (soccer).

David B. Corbin (Chatham title game file) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UNION COUNTY PLAYER OF THE YEAR…Raider Travis Cortes (soccer).

Blue Devil Matmen Get 2nd
At Nutley Mat Tournament
The Westfield High School wres-

tling team placed second at the Nutley
Tournament on December 17. Nutley
took top honors with 232 points, while
Westfield totaled 194. Roselle Park
took third at 169, followed by Linden
at 118, Mountain Lakes at 110, Passaic
Tech at 106, Glen Ridge at 46, West
Side at 32 and Shabazz at 9.

The Blue Devils sent six wrestlers
into the finals and claimed two cham-
pions. Junior Nick Rotondo grabbed
a 7-0 decision over sophomore Bobby
Vail (Roselle Park) at 138-lbs, and
senior Ellis Opoku earned a 3-0 deci-
sion at 145-lbs over Max-Daniel
Sokollek (Mountain Lakes).

Blue Devil senior Mike Kalimtzis
was pinned in 2:52 by Nutley’s Rob
Trombetta (seventh in the NJSIAA at
112-lbs last year) at 120-lbs. At 152-
lbs, Blue Devil junior Colin Barber

dropped a 3-1 decision to Passaic Tech’s
Pelal Deeb (seventh in the NJSIAA at
145-lbs last year). Blue Devil Nick
Knepper was pinned in 3:23 by Nutley’s
Nick Gaeta in the 195-lb title bout. Blue
Devil junior Kyle Kania was pinned in
1:58 by Linden’s Sumir Burns in the
heavyweight title bout.

Roselle Park Panther John DeVito
defeated Nick Ferrante (Mountain
Lakes), 10-4, for the 113-lb title. Pan-
ther Brendan Leary decisioned Moe
Abgdelaziz (Passaic Tech), 9-7, for
the 132-lb crown. Panther Vic
Pozsonyi pinned Nutley’s Jordan
Nochimson in 1:05 for the 182-lb
crown. Panther Vince Picarelli was
pinned in 1:31 by Nutley’s Carlos
Rosa in the 220-lb title bout. Linden’s
Travis Foster was disqualified in the
170-lb title bout, which was won by
Samuel Jackson (West Side).

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF SALE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS,
IN THE COUNTY OF UNION, NEW JERSEY

$9,150,000 GENERAL IMPROVEMENT BONDS

(Book-Entry Only) (Bank-Qualified)
(Callable)

(Parity Bid) (Sure-Bid Surety Bond)

dated
January 15, 2012

The Township of Scotch Plains, in the County of Union, a municipal corporation of the
State of New Jersey (the “Township”), hereby invites ELECTRONIC BIDS VIA PARITY
AND SEALED PROPOSALS for the purchase of its $9,150,000 General Improvement
Bonds, dated January 15, 2012 (the “Bonds”).

ELECTRONIC BIDS VIA PARITY AND SEALED PROPOSALS will be received and
publicly opened and announced by the Chief Financial Officer in the Council Chambers
in the Township Hall, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076, on January
11, 2012 at 11:00 o’clock A.M. (local time).

The Bonds comprise an issue of bonds payable on August 15 in each year as follows:
$325,000 in the year 2012,
$400,000 in the year 2013,
$460,000 in the year 2014,
$525,000 in the year 2015,
$595,000 in the year 2016,
$600,000 in the year 2017,
$620,000 in the year 2018, and
$625,000 in each of the years 2019 to 2027, inclusive.

To the extent any instructions or directions set forth in PARITY conflict with this Notice
of Sale, the terms of this Notice of Sale shall control.  For further information about
PARITY, potential bidders may contact Ipreo at 1359 Broadway, 2nd Floor, New York,
New York 10018, telephone (212) 849-5021.

The Bonds shall be issued in registered form by means of a book-entry system with no
physical distribution of bond certificates made to the public.  One bond certificate for each
maturity will be issued to The Depository Trust Company, New York, New York (“DTC”)
and immobilized in its custody.  The book-entry system will evidence ownership of the
Bonds in the principal amount of $5,000 or any integral multiple thereof, with transfers of
ownership effected on the records of DTC and its participants pursuant to rules and
procedures established by DTC and its participants.  The successful bidder, as a
condition to delivery of the Bonds, shall be required to deposit the bond certificates with
DTC, registered in the name of Cede & Co., its nominee. Interest on the Bonds will be
payable on each February 15 and August 15, commencing August 15, 2012 (each, an
“Interest Payment Date”), in each year until maturity or prior redemption, and principal of
the Bonds will be payable, at maturity, by payment of immediately available funds by the
Bond Registrar/Paying Agent to DTC or its nominee as registered owner of the Bonds.
Transfer of principal and interest to participants of DTC will be the responsibility of DTC.
Transfer of principal and interest to beneficial owners will be the responsibility of the DTC
participants and other nominees of the beneficial owners.  The Township will not be
responsible or liable for such transfers of payments or for maintaining, supervising or
reviewing the records maintained by DTC, its participants or persons acting through such
participants.

In the event (a) DTC determines not to continue to act as securities depository for the
Bonds or (b) the Township determines that continuation of the book-entry system of
evidence and transfer of ownership of the Bonds would adversely affect the interests of
the beneficial owners of the Bonds, the Township will discontinue the book-entry system
with DTC.  If the Township fails to identify another qualified securities depository to replace
DTC, the Township will deliver replacement bonds in the form of fully registered
certificates.

The Bonds maturing on or before August 15, 2022 are not subject to redemption prior
to their stated maturities.  The Bonds maturing on or after August 15, 2023 are subject to
redemption at the option of the Township prior to maturity, in whole on any date or in part
on any Interest Payment Date, on or after August 15, 2022, upon notice as hereinafter set
forth at the redemption price of 100% of the principal amount being redeemed, plus
accrued interest to the date fixed for redemption.

If the Township determines to optionally redeem a portion of the Bonds prior to maturity,
such Bonds so redeemed shall be in such maturities as determined by the Township, and
within any maturity, by lot; provided, however, that the portion of any Bond to be redeemed
shall be in the principal amount of $5,000 or some multiple thereof and that, in selecting
Bonds for redemption, the Bond Registrar/Paying Agent shall treat each Bond as
representing that number of Bonds that is obtained by dividing the principal amount of
such Bond by $5,000.

Notice of redemption shall be given by first class mail in a sealed envelope with postage
prepaid to the registered owners of the Bonds at their respective addresses as they last
appear on the registration books kept for that purpose by the Bond Registrar/Paying
Agent at least thirty (30) but not more than sixty (60) days before the date fixed for

redemption.  Such mailing is not a condition precedent to redemption, and the failure to
mail or to receive any redemption notice will not affect the validity of the redemption
proceedings.  If any Bond subject to redemption is a part of a greater principal amount of
the Bonds not to be redeemed, such entire amount shall be surrendered to the Bond
Registrar/Paying Agent and, for that portion of the Bond not to be redeemed, a new Bond
shall be issued in the name of the registered owner in an amount equal to the principal
amount of the Bond surrendered less the amount to be redeemed.

The Bonds are general obligations of the Township and are secured by a pledge of the
full faith and credit of the Township for the payment of the principal thereof and the interest
thereon.  The Bonds are payable, if not paid from other sources, from ad valorem taxes
to be levied upon all the real property taxable within the Township without limitation as to
rate or amount.

Each proposal submitted must name the rate or rates of interest per annum to be borne
by the Bonds bid for, and the rate or rates named must be a multiple of 1/8th or 1/20th of
one percentum (1%).  The interest payable with respect to each Bond on any one date
will be evidenced by a single rate of interest.  Not more than one rate may be named for
Bonds of the same maturity.  There is no limitation on the number of rates that may be
named.  If more than one rate of interest is named, no interest rate named for any maturity
may be less than the interest rate named for any prior maturity.  Each proposal submitted
must be for all of the Bonds offered and the purchase price specified must not be less than
$9,150,000 nor more than $9,241,500.  The Bonds will be awarded to the bidder on whose
bid the total loan may be made at the lowest net interest cost, such net interest cost shall
be computed, as to each bid, by adding to the total principal amount of Bonds bid for
(which shall be all of the Bonds offered) the total interest cost to maturity in accordance
with such bid and by deducting therefrom the amount of premium, if any, bid, which
premium shall not exceed $91,500 (1% of par).  No proposal shall be considered which
offers to pay an amount less than the principal amount of Bonds offered for sale or under
which the total loan is made at an interest cost higher than the lowest net interest cost to
the Township under any legally acceptable proposal.  The Township reserves its right to
reject all bids, and any bid not complying with the material terms of this notice will be
rejected.  The Township reserves the right to waive defects it deems non-material, in its
sole discretion.

The successful bidder must pay accrued interest from the date of the Bonds to the date
of delivery.  No interest will be paid upon the deposit made by the successful bidder.  The
Bonds will be authenticated by the Chief Financial Officer, acting as Bond Registrar/
Paying Agent for the Bonds.

Sealed proposals should be addressed to the undersigned Chief Financial Officer, and
enclosed in a sealed envelope marked on the outside “Proposal for Bonds”.  A good faith
deposit (the “Deposit”) in the form of a certified, treasurer’s or cashier’s check drawn upon
a bank or trust company or a Financial Surety Bond in the amount of $183,000, payable
to the order of the TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS, is required for each bid to be
considered.  If a check is used, it must accompany the bid or be received by the
undersigned Chief Financial Officer prior to the opening of bids.  If a Financial Surety Bond
is used, it must be issued by Assured Guaranty Municipal Corp. (formerly known as
Financial Security Assurance Inc.), 31 West 52nd Street New York, New York 10019 and
such bond must be submitted to the Township prior to the opening of bids.  The Financial
Surety Bond must identify each bidder whose Deposit is guaranteed by the Financial
Surety Bond.  If the Bonds are awarded to a bidder utilizing a Financial Surety Bond, then
that bidder (the “Purchaser”) is required to submit its Deposit to the Township in the form
of a cashier’s check (or wire transfer of such amount as instructed by the Township) not
later than 3:30 p.m. (local time) on the next business day following the award.  If the
Deposit is not received by that time, the Township may draw upon the Financial Surety
Bond to satisfy the Deposit requirement.  No interest on the Deposit will accrue to the
Purchaser.  The Deposit will be applied in part payment for the Bonds or to partially secure
the Township from any loss resulting from the failure of the Purchaser to comply with the
terms of its bid.

Award of the Bonds to the successful bidder or rejection of all bids is expected to be
made within two hours after opening of the bids, but such successful bidder may not
withdraw its proposal until after 3:00 p.m. (local time) of the day of such bid-opening and
then only if such award has not been made prior to the withdrawal.

It is anticipated that CUSIP identification numbers will be printed on the Bonds, but
neither the failure to print such number on any Bond nor any error with respect thereto
shall constitute cause for a failure or refusal by the successful bidder thereof to accept
delivery of and pay for the Bonds in accordance with its contractual obligations arising
from the acceptance of its proposal for the purchase of the Bonds.  All expenses in relation
to the printing of CUSIP numbers on the Bonds shall be paid for by the Township;
provided, however, that the CUSIP Service Bureau charge for the assignment of said
numbers shall be the responsibility of and shall be paid for by the successful bidder.

The Bonds shall be delivered on or about January 20, 2012 at the office of Rogut
McCarthy LLC, Cranford, New Jersey (“Bond Counsel”), or at such other place as may
be determined by the successful bidder and the Township.  PAYMENT FOR THE BONDS
AT THE TIME OF ORIGINAL ISSUANCE AND DELIVERY SHALL BE IN IMMEDIATELY
AVAILABLE FUNDS.

A preliminary Official Statement has been prepared and is available at www.i-
DealProspectus.com or may be obtained from the undersigned, Chief Financial Officer,

Township Hall, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076, Telephone No. (908)
322-6700 ext. 200.  The preliminary Official Statement is deemed to be a “final official
statement”, as of its date, within the meaning of Rule 15c2-12 of the Securities and
Exchange Commission (“Rule 15c2-12”), but is subject to (a) completion with certain
pricing and other informa-tion to be made available by the successful bidder for the Bonds
and (b) amendment.  The preliminary Official Statement, as so revised, will constitute the
“final official statement”.  By the submission of a bid for the Bonds, the successful bidder
contracts for the receipt of a reasonable number of copies of the final Official Statement
within seven business days of the award of the Bonds.  In order to complete the final
Official Statement, the successful bidder must furnish on behalf of the underwriters of the
Bonds the following information to Bond Counsel and the Township by facsimile trans-
mission or overnight delivery received by Bond Counsel and the Township within 24 hours
after the award of the Bonds:  (a) initial offering prices or yields (expressed as percent-
ages), (b) selling compensation (aggregate total anticipated compensation to the under-
writers expressed in dollars), (c) the identity of the under-writers if the successful bidder
is part of a group or syndicate and (d) any other material information necessary for the final
Official Statement, but not known to the Township (such as the bidder’s purchase of credit
enhancement).  It shall also be the obligation of the successful bidder to furnish to DTC
an underwriter’s questionnaire and the denominations of the Bonds not less than seventy-
two (72) hours prior to the delivery of the Bonds.

Concurrently with the delivery of the Bonds, the officials of the Township who will have
executed the final Official Statement will deliver to the purchaser of the Bonds a certificate
stating that, to the best of their knowledge, the preliminary Official Statement did not as
of its date and as of the sale date, and the final Official Statement did not as of its date and
does not as of the date of delivery of the Bonds, contain an untrue statement of a material
fact or omit to state a material fact required to be included therein for the purpose for which
the preliminary Official Statement or the final Official Statement is to be used or neces-
sary to make the statements therein, in light of the circum-stances under which they were
made, not misleading, provided such certificate shall not include consideration of
information supplied by, or which should have been supplied by, the successful bidder for
the Bonds.

The Township has agreed in its bond resolution adopted on November 14, 2011 to
provide or cause to be provided, in accordance with the requirements of Rule 15c2-12,
(i) not later than seven months after the end of the Township’s fiscal year (presently
December 31) certain annual financial information and operating data, including audited
financial statements for the preceding fiscal year (commencing with the fiscal year ending
December 31, 2011), (ii) timely notice of the occurrence of certain material events with
respect to the Bonds and (iii) timely notice of a failure by the Township to provide the
required annual financial information on or before the date specified in (i) above.

The successful bidder’s obligation to purchase the Bonds shall be conditioned upon its
receiving, at or prior to the delivery of the Bonds, in form and substance reasonably
satisfactory to the successful bidder, evidence that the Township has made the continuing
disclosure undertaking set forth above in a written agreement or contract for the benefit
of the Bondholders and the beneficial owners of the Bonds.

The approving legal opinion of Bond Counsel will be furnished without cost to the
purchaser.  The preliminary Official Statement contains a discussion of the provisions of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the “Code”), with respect to the
exclusion from gross income for Federal income tax purposes of the interest on the Bonds
and a description of the opinion of Bond Counsel with respect thereto.  The Township has
covenanted, to the extent permitted by the Constitution and laws of the State of New
Jersey, to comply with the provisions of the Code required to preserve the exclusion from
gross income of interest on the Bonds for Federal income tax purposes.  There will also
be furnished the usual closing papers.

The Township has designated the Bonds “qualified tax-exempt obligations” within the
meaning of Section 265(b)(3) of the Code and will represent that it reasonably expects
that neither it nor its subordinate entities will issue more than $10,000,000 of new money
tax-exempt obligations in 2012.

If the Bonds qualify for issuance of any policy of municipal bond insurance or
commitment therefor at the option of a bidder, any purchase of such insurance or
commitment therefor shall be at the sole option and expense of the bidder and any
increased costs of issuance of the Bonds resulting by reason of such insurance, unless
otherwise paid, shall also be paid by such bidder.  Any failure of the Bonds to be so insured
or of any such policy of insurance to be issued, shall not in any way relieve the purchaser
of its contractual obligations arising from the acceptance of its proposal for the purchase
of the Bonds.

The successful bidder will be required to furnish, prior to the delivery of the Bonds, a
certificate acceptable to Bond Counsel setting forth information with respect to the Bonds
including the “issue price” of the Bonds within the meaning of Section 1273 of the Code.

By order of the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, in the County of
Union, New Jersey.

Dated: December 22, 2011
Lori Majeski

Chief Financial Officer
Township of Scotch Plains

County of Union, New Jersey
1 T - 12/22/11, The Times Fee: $366.18
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SPF Swim Boys Dunk
St. Joseph’s, 91-79

Greg Baliko and Joe Dunn each
touched first in two individual events
and swam on two wining relays, while
Ryan Gajdzisz won two individual
events and swam on one winning relay
to glide the 3-0 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys swim team past St.
Joseph’s of Metuchen, 91-79, in Scotch
Plains on December 13.

Baliko won the 200-Individual
Medley with a time of 2:00.3 and
won the 100-yard breaststroke at 1:00.
Dunn touched first in the 50-freestyle
with a time of 22.36, then touched
first in the 100-free at 54.33. Gajdzisz
took top honors in the 200-free at
1:45.33, then touched first in the 500-
free at 4:57.61.

Baliko, Dunn, Dan Pesin and Alex
Skoog won the 200-medley relay in
1:40.19. Ryan Henkels, Baliko, Dunn
and Gajdzisz won the 200-free relay
in 1:30.9.

Neptune Cagers Top
Raider Boys, 62-57

The Neptune High School boys
basketball team topped Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, 62-57, in the Hoop Group
Tip-Off Showcase in West Orange on
December 17. Tom Bonacum led the
Raiders with 16 points and 11 re-
bounds, while Xavier Noel-Brooks
sank 12 points. Ian Johnston sank 15
points, including four 3-pointers.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 15 11 23 13 62
Neptune 12 13 12 20 57

Blue Devil Cagers Ice
Barack Obama, 63-26
The Westfield High School boys

basketball team opened its season
with a 63-26 victory over Barack
Obama Charter School in Westfield
on December 16. Ozan Yucetepe led
the 1-0 Blue Devils with 18 points,
while Keegan Hess sank 12 points,
including a pair of 3-pointers. Aswad
Turner put up 10 points, and Mike
Androconis bucketed eight points.

Randolph Ladies Rap
Raider Cagers, 67-39
The Randolph Lady Rams High

School basketball team rapped Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, 67-39, in Scotch
Plains on December 17. Taylor
Sebolao bucketed 17 points to lead
the 1-1 Raiders.
Randolph 11 17 26 13 67
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 12   2   7   8 39

Raider B’ballers Nip
Lady Cardinals, 44-40
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School girls basketball team won its
home opener on December 16 with a
44-40 nipping of the Plainfield Car-
dinals. Freshman Thabitha Dwunfour
rolled in 10 points and pulled 18
rebounds for the 1-0 Raiders, while
Katie Harper, Tara Sweeney and Tay-
lor Sebolao (10 rebounds, 4 steals, 4
assists) each had eight points.
Plainfield   7 10 12 11 40
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   7 16   6 15 44

FSPY Men’s 30+ Basketball
League Week 3 Results:

Week 3 of the Men’s Basketball
League played at the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains “Y” was a mixed bag of com-
petition.
SWISH 56, Nothing But Net 54

SWISH trailed NBN until the 1:09
mark of the second half when SWISH
rookie Eric Lyght converted two of
two from the field and 2-for-2 from
the free throw line to get his team
over the top. Jamal Berry kept SWISH
in the game with 26 points, and timely
rebounding from Sidney Jackson
helped the cause.

NBN played without its captain
and point guard Marlon Brown, but
rookie Brian Parker posted 30 and
backup point guard Steve Colao added
13 in the closest game of the day.
Ballerz 59, Dream Team 40

Ballerz had three players in double
figures, Jason Shann with 14, and
Scott Lowder and Troy Sims each
had 13 points. So did the Dream Team
– Eric Halpin with 13, Dennis Wall
with 12 and Dave Wind with 10.
Full Court 50, Dominators 40

Dominators kept it close for three-
quarters of the game, but eight fourth

quarter points from Full Courter Jack
Ryan (on his way to 22) sealed the
win for FC. Steve Lee added 11 op-
portunistic points. Ian Brown netted
15 for the Doms.

WF’s Bennett Named
All-Academic Team

Claire Bennett, goalkeeper on the
Amherst College Women’s Soccer
(AWS) team, was named to the New
England Small Conference Athletic
Conference All-Academic Team for
the fall of 2011. The All-Academic
Team is reserved for sophomore, jun-
ior and senior student-athletes who
have maintained a cumulative grade
point average of at least 3.35.

AWS finished the season with a 21-
1-0 record, losing their only game to
Messiah College in the Elite 8 of the
NCAA tournament. A senior at
Amherst College, Claire is a psychol-
ogy major and is also a member of the
women’s lacrosse team. Claire, a 2008
graduate of Westfield High School, is
the daughter of John and Faith Bennett.



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, December 22, 2011 Page 15

   ED  DELLA  FERA
          SHUTTERS  +  SHADES  +  BLINDS  +  VERTICALS

            WOVEN WOODS  +  DRAPERY INSTALLATIONS

                              Professional Sales, Measuring & Installation

                                      Over 25 Years Experience

  Phone:  732.503.3316   |  Fax:  1.866.216.5677  |  edellafera@gmail.com

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

QUEST “FOR
PERFECTION”

Home Improvements
Kitchens • Baths

Countertops • Windows

Fine Carpentry

Basements • Tile Work

qhiwnj@comcast.net

908-654-1899
NJ Lic. #13VH01315500

Free Estimates • Insured

Visa & Mastercard Accepted

  

POWER WASHING “The Gutter Specialists”

Gutter Services, Painting,
Power Washing, and

Snow Removal Services
908-756-0090   www.grimebustersnj.com

Free Estimates / Fully Insured

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Removal

Wallpaper Installation

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

   WESTFIELD AUTO CARE
   VOLVO Specialist and ALL

   Foreign & Domestic

     301-311 SOUTH AVE. WEST

     WESTFIELD, NJ  07090

     Across From South Ave. Train Station Parking Lot

     Between Sherwin-Williams & Subway

   Phone: 908-654-8818                  Early Bird Drop-off
   WESTFIELDAUTO.COM                                                                 WESTFIELD311@GMAIL.COM

Quality • Integrity • Reliability

908-232-0249 • Westfield, NJ

• Spring & Fall Clean-ups

• Snow Plowing

• Snow Blowing

• Shoveling & Ice Control

Fully Licensed & Insured

www.incelandscape.com

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425

email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

Girls Softball League of WF
Opens Spring Registration

The Girls Softball League of
Westfield (GSLW) has officially
opened registration for its spring in-
town leagues for girls from Kinder-
garten through Eighth Grade. Regis-
tration can be completed at the
organization’s website at
WestfieldSoftball.org. The spring in
town season begins on April 1 and
concludes in mid-June.

Sponsorship opportunities are also
available to local businesses. Spon-
sorship packages range from Busi-
ness Name on team T-shirts to all-
encompassing packages, including
banners and links on the
organization’s website. Interested
sponsors may email
Sponsorship@westfieldsoftball.org
for detailed information.

The GSLW is a Public Charity under
Section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code with the purpose to provide
the girls of Westfield with the opportu-
nity to learn and to play fastpitch soft-
ball. As a general proposition, the
GSLW’s programs are open to all girls
(grades K-12) who live in Westfield or
who go to school in Westfield. Over 50
teams annually are sponsored for over
700 girls 5-18 years of age to play at the
in-town and competitive travel levels.
The GSLW’s programs are organized
and run entirely by volunteers from the
Westfield community.

In addition the GSLW awards
yearly scholarships to graduating
Westfield High School softball play-
ers, and it tries to provide softball
educational opportunities. For ex-
ample, in the past year, the GSLW has
provided winter and spring general
skills clinics, coaching clinics, pitch-
ing clinics, and catching clinics.

The GSLW Board has announced
the following selection of positions
for 2012: Joe Verga, President;
Rosemarie Panarese, Vice President;
Sara Clarkson, Treasurer; Gary Fox,
Secretary; Brad Rothenberg, Direc-
tor of Instructional Leagues (K/1);
Rich Cheng, Director of Instructional
Leagues (2/3); Dennis McLaughlin,
National League Director (4/5); Tony
Borg, American League Director (6/
7/8); Patrick McBrearty, Travel Di-
rector; Tom Grycan, Director at Large/
Player Development; Ruth Maloney,
Director of Operations/Uniforms and

Equipment; Gary Fox, Director of
Operations/Fields and Umpires; Rich
Boretz, Registrar/Website Develop-
ment; John Fietkiewicz, Senior Di-
rector; Ed Ronk, Senior Director.

Courtesy of Bill Howard for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SURROUNDED, ULTIMATELY VICTORIOUS…Westfield High School for-
ward Christian Rosa finds himself boxed in by a trio of Cranford players,
including Sean Feeney, right, in Monday’s ice hockey game at Warinanco Rink.
Westfield (2-2) fell behind but rallied for a 10-6 victory over the Cougars (3-2) in
a rematch of the previous week’s Cron Tournament semifinal that saw Cranford
grab a 6-5, overtime victory.

Bill Howard for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LEADING THE CHARGE…Westfield Blue Devil junior defenseman Ryan
Morse and senior forward Shane Paulan bring the puck up the ice in Monday’s
Westfield/Cranford hockey game. Westfield rallied for a 10-6 victory.

Westfield Basketball Assn.
Third Grade Girls Action:

In the Duke-Carolina showdown
the Dukies played tough defense led
by Izzy Nolan, Megan Hinkle, Ellie
Kate Brown and Ryleigh Gildea. Su-
perior effort and anticipation led Ali
Hinkle, Brooke Schuermann and
Katie McHugh to steals and fast
breaks.

On offense, Maggie Aslanian and
Jade Radice nabbed many rebounds.
The best part of the week though
was the way the girls encouraged
each other and had lots of fun. For
Carolina on offensive Erin Kylish,
Julia Becker, Madeline Silva,
Amanda Cerrachio, Claire Campbell
and Grace Lanza led the way.

On defense, Madeleine Sullivan,
Kerry Donovan, Reyya Kocagil,
Ellery Wolf and Kaitlyn Duffy played
strong defense and displayed re-
bounding skills.

In the Kansas St.-Syracuse game,
Paige Faitoute, Amanda Wendler and
Brynne Burke all showed hustle,
which led to baskets, while Victoria
Calandra, Mia Fleming and Kelly
Eagan dominated the boards. Emma
Pietrewicz and Grace Endy also con-
tributed offensively, while Francesca
Davenport and Jamie Beyert played
great defense.

In the Kentucky game, Emma
Hanley, Jaclyn Dencker and Sara

Perlin led the Wildcats offensively.
Sophia Scotto, Alexa Kopolow, Peri
Oberman, Sadie Hoberman and
Isabel Boufarah did a superb job at
defense. All the girls excelled in pass-
ing and ball handling.

The Notre Dame vs Villanova
game saw the Fighting Irish being
led by Alexandra Ahlbeck, Nora
Bergin, Maggie Burke, Tess Caherly,
Gianna Davis, Kate Fishman, Joy
Mulzoff, Chloe Shanebrook-Wein
and Cassie Szaro. They excelled by
playing team ball and pressuring
defense.

FOOTBALL ALL-STARS…Pictured, left to right; Liam Heinbokel, Chris Varano,
Michael O’Connor and Parker Hess were chosen to represent Westfield in the
Suburban Youth Football League A Team All-Star game held on December 3 in
Berkeley Heights.

WBA Sixth Grade Boys
Basketball League Recap

December 17:
Bobcats 33, Cavaliers 17

Bobcats Ryan Palmer and Shea
Elliott led a late-game offensive
charge. Elliot, Tyvon Araya, Evan
Gruters and Jake Obsgarten led the
scoring, while Rutger Barazza and
David Perry contributed with steady
play. Andrew Eliades, Brendan
Riccardi and Matt Fineberg led the
Cavs.
Mavericks 30, Lakers 22

Matt Barmakian led the Mavs
with eight points, while Jack Dobo
and Juandre House also contrib-
uted to the offense. Big man Jack
McCauley controlled the boards for
the Mavs. The solid play of Thomas
Gannaway, Sean Taylor and Leigh
Papadopoulos kept the Lakers in
the game.

Celtics 30, Bulls 10
The Celtics used a dominant team

defensive effort to overwhelm the
Bulls. Michael Juchnik, Danny Russo,
Luke Spellman and Connor Fallon
led the balanced offensive attack,
while Kevin Fuller and Connor
Trower contributed with outstanding
all-around games. Julian Bryen and
Ryan Chirchilla, as well as the scrappy
play of Jonathan DeDomenico, led
the Bulls.
Knicks 28, Bucks 19

The Knicks used a late-game surge
to defeat the Bucks. Joe Lotano and
Jake Dayon led the offense, while
Michael Paglialunga and Charlie
Billek spearheaded the defense for
the Knicks. The Bucks’ standouts
were Lee Beauchamp, Eric Knauss
and Matt Shendell.

Leischner Helps Mules
Qualify for Playoffs

ALLENTOWN, PA. – Tim
Leischner of Scotch Plains helped
the Muhlenberg College men’s soc-
cer team qualify for the Centennial
Conference playoffs for the fourth
time in his career.

Leischner played in all 17 games
and made eight starts at midfielder
for the Mules. He registered an
assist in the win over Ursinus that
clinched the Mules third place in
the conference. He finished his ca-
reer with eight assists, the most
amongst players on the 2011 squad.

Courtesy of Jim O’Connor (njsportpics.com) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO GET A GRASP…New York Giant Jason Pierre-Paul, No. 90, tries
to bring down a Washington Redskin on December 18. The Redskins won, 23-10.
See more photos – goleader.com – Ballyhoo Sports pages 4 & 5.

U. C. Baseball Hall of Fame
To Gain Four New Members
The Union County Baseball Asso-

ciation will induct four new mem-
bers into the Union County Baseball
Hall of Fame during award ceremo-
nies at 76th Annual Hot Stove League
Dinner at the L’Affaire Banquet Cen-
ter in Mountainside on Sunday after-
noon, February 12, at 1 p.m. The four
inductees will be honored for their
outstanding contributions to our na-
tional pastime on the baseball dia-
monds of Union County.

Dennis McCaffery of Cranford, Ed
Murzinski of Linden, Bob Riesener
of Linden and Jamie Shriner of
Roselle Park will be honored. The
dinner is sponsored by the Union
County Baseball Association, in co-
operation with the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders and the
Union County Department of Parks
and Community Renewal.

In addition to the new Hall of Fame
inductees, the Hot Stove League
Baseball Dinner also will honor
young athletes from local baseball
leagues for their achievements in
2011. Tickets for the dinner are $40,
with proceeds going to help fund the
Union County Summer Youth Base-
ball League for youngsters 8 to 15
years, and the Fall Teen League.

Since 1937, the Hot Stove League
Dinner has been the primary
fundraising effort for the Union
County Baseball Association’s sum-
mer and fall programs. Over the years,

the awards dinner has honored many
local and national baseball luminar-
ies – including Phil Rizzuto of Hill-
side, Don Newcombe of Elizabeth,
Joe Collins of Union, Jeff Torborg of
Mountainside, Willie Wilson of Sum-
mit, Jake Wood of Elizabeth, and
Elliott Maddox of Union.

Tickets are available by mail from
the Union County Baseball Associa-
tion, PO Box 176, Fanwood, N.J.
07023.

WF PAL Fares Well
At County Mat Brawl
On December 18, the Westfield

PAL Blue team placed third in the
prestigious Union County Brawl,
which featured the best PAL teams in
Union County.

Jake Bencivenga pinned his way
through all three matches to become
champion. Luke Hoerle, CJ
Composto, Timmy Miller and Patrick
McIlroy placed second. Trey
Rabinowitz, Emmett Smith and
Danny Hoerle took third. Although
not winning a medal, Nicholas
Bencivenga put two former state
champions to their backs.

The Blue team topped off a suc-
cessful weekend with two Central
Jersey League victories against
Watchung Hills B and Ridge.

The Middle School team also com-
peted and crowned two champions,
with Jack Miller and Jarek Gozdieski
each winning gold. Devin Anderson
took second, while Ishmael Glasco,
Alistair Kapadia, Alan Dente and
Chris Hoerle placed fourth.

On December 18, the Westfield
PAL Wrestling Red and White teams
sent a program record number of 37
boys to the Chatham Holiday Tour-
nament, which is the area’s oldest
and best-attended novice tournament.

The Red team crowned three
champs in Owen Shakal, Dylan
Wragg and Cole Turnoff. Luke Jor-
dan, Mike McAndrew and Jack Mar-
tin took home silver medals. Coming
in third were Jonathan Scalia, Chase
Turnoff, Ethan Composto and Colin
Gimblette. Gabe Dayon and Quinn
Wojik placed fourth.

The White team claimed six gold
medals for Jackson Jordan, Jake
Holtzman, Tommy Morgan, Jack

Sharkey, Mike Price and Jackson
Price. Mason Mesbah, Russ Kobrin,
Jack Price, Quinn Gimblette, Vaughn
Price, Max Gigantino and Luke
Bigosinski placed second. Bronze
medals went to Travis Smith, Nic
Gambello, Ray Hurtt and Jack
Gambello. Will O’Hagen, Liam
Culkin, Charlie Riley, Brooks Baker
and Colin Brancatella took fourth.
Special note to Ethan Ament (2nd
place), Tony Ondi (4th place) and
Jonathon Heard (4th place), who all
competed in the even more competi-
tive open division of the tournament.

Probitas Verus Honos

Westfield PAL Wrestlers Shine
At Chatham Holiday Tournament
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   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    

 

Gray Funeral Home      Gray Memorial Funeral Home  

318 East Broad St.       12 Springfield Ave. 

Westfield, NJ  07090      Cranford, NJ  07016 

William A. Doyle Mgr.      Dale R. Schoustra Mgr. 

NJ Lic. Number 2325      NJ Lic. Number  3707 

(908)-233-0143       (908)-276-0092 

Gray Funeral Homes 
Since 1897 

 

 

John-Michael “J.M.” Jones

N.J. Lic. #4869

Director

www.grayfuneralhomes.com

– Obituaries –
Frank X. McDermott, 87, Attorney;
Former New Jersey Senate President

A dominant force in the state’s
public arena and in private legal prac-
tice, whose charismatic personality,
wit and smile were defining charac-
teristics, former New Jersey State
Senate President Frank X.
McDermott, of Westfield, N.J., passed
away on Thursday, De-
cember 15, 2011, sur-
rounded by his beloved
family. He was 87 years
old.

A prominent labor
management attorney,
state legislator and long-
time Republican Party
leader, Mr. McDermott’s
greatest legacy is his fam-
ily. Frank was most proud
of his close-knit family,
the product of 57 years of
marriage to his beloved wife, Patricia,
a union which produced five children
and 10 grandchildren. Frank and
Patricia embraced the value of strong
family bonds, and the well-renowned
annual family vacation that took place
for more than 40 years was a shining
example of that sustained commit-
ment.

Born in New York City on October
15, 1924, Mr. McDermott was raised
in the Bronx, N.Y., before moving to
Trenton, N.J. in 1954 and then to
Westfield in 1956.

Mr. McDermott played an active
role in public policy development
through leadership posts in both the
New Jersey General Assembly and
Senate. His public service to New
Jersey first began in 1955, when he
served as New Jersey delegate to the
White House Conference on Educa-
tion. He was first elected in 1963 to
the Assembly from Union County,
serving as assistant majority leader
in 1965 and minority leader in 1966.
In 1967, Mr. McDermott was elected
to the New Jersey Senate, rising to
majority leader the following year,
and then was elected Senate Presi-
dent in 1969, serving as acting gover-
nor in the absence of Governor Rich-
ard J. Hughes. Also in 1969, he was
an unsuccessful candidate for the
Republican nomination for Gover-
nor of New Jersey, losing the Repub-
lican Primary to William Cahill, who
was elected Governor. He was Senate
President pro tempore from 1970 to
1973. In 1975, he was again elected
to the General Assembly, serving one
term. In 1977, he considered running
in the Republican Primary for gover-
nor but ultimately became the cam-
paign chairman for Thomas Kean.
Mr. McDermott was a strong advo-
cate for the New Jersey Republican
Party for more than five decades. His
leadership included service as Union
County Republican Party chairman
from 1989 to 2000.

His service to New Jersey went
beyond elected office. He served as
chairman of the New Jersey Turnpike
and Highway Authority and as a
trustee for Kean University.

Mr. McDermott was widely recog-
nized as a legend in the legal commu-

nity for his expertise in la-
bor law. He is the co-founder
of the prestigious law firm
Apruzzese, McDermott,
Mastro & Murphy. He rep-
resented the interests of
management in New Jersey
and the Northeast United
States for half a century and
continued to actively coun-
sel and bargain for busi-
nesses until the time of his
death. He is the author of
“Employer Guide to New

Jersey Labor Laws.” He was admit-
ted to practice as an attorney in New
Jersey, New York and the District of
Columbia and before the Supreme
Court of the United States. He was a
co-adjutant staff member at Rutgers
University Institute of Management
and Labor Relations.

He received a Bachelor of Arts from
Columbia College, a Juris Doctor from
Columbia Law School and a Master
of Public Administration and Master
of Laws from New York University.
He attended Mount Saint Michael’s
Academy High School in the Bronx.

Mr. McDermott was a veteran of
World War II, having served in the
U.S. Air Corps. He was a proud mem-
ber of Baltusrol Golf Club for more
than 40 years. He was a 33rd Degree
Freemason, a member of the B.P.O.E.
and the Knights of Columbus and a
parishioner at St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church. He also was an ac-
tive member of the Columbia Law
School Alumni Association and
served the organization as president
of the New Jersey chapter.

Mr. McDermott is survived by his
beloved wife, Patricia (née Keogh),
and was the father of Colleen Palme
and her husband, Jim, their children,
Justine, Sean and Kayla; Greg and his
wife, Andrea, their children, Bryan,
Maggie, Melissa and Patricia; Marita
Dow and her husband, Michael, their
children, Mackenzie and Morgan;
Matthew and his son, Owen, and
Brendan and his wife, Kristiane.

A Funeral Mass took place on
Monday, December 19, at St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield.
Interment followed at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by Higgins and
Bonner Echo Lake Funeral Home,
582 Springfield Avenue in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made in his memory to the charity
of one’s choice.

December 22, 2011

Stephen C. Mervan, 86, Decorated Vet.;
Had Long Career With Bethlehem Steel
Stephen C. Mervan, 86, of

Bethlehem, Pa. and Westfield, N.J.
passed away on Friday, December 16,
2011, at Overlook Medical Center in
Summit, N.J. He was born on Novem-
ber 24, 1925 in Bethlehem, son of the
late John and Mary (Mihala) Mervan.
He was the husband of
Dolores (Kerso) Mervan.
They celebrated 57 years
together this past Septem-
ber.

Stephen worked in the
Fabrication Department
and Safety Engineering
for Bethlehem Steel for
40 years before retiring
in 1981. He was a gym-
nast and a member of the
Catholic Sokols in his
early years. He attended
St. Cyril and Methodius Parochial
School and graduated from
Bethlehem Catholic High School in
1943. He was a parishioner at Our
Lady of Perpetual Help Church in
Bethlehem and Saint Helen’s Church
in Westfield. In addition to being a
Yankees fan, he was an avid fan of
Lehigh University football and wres-
tling and was always a helping hand
to the Lehigh Athletics Department.
Stephen was a regular on the Lehigh
basketball courts at lunchtime for
decades. He was very proud of his
family and Slovak heritage.

Stephen enlisted in the U.S. Navy at
17 years of age and proudly served his
country in World War II on the de-
stroyer USS Hank (DD702) from the
date of its commissioning in August
1944. The Hank operated in the Pa-
cific theater and participated in the
Luzon, Iwo Jima and Okinawa cam-
paigns. The Hank fended off numer-

ous kamikaze attacks and suffered the
last kamikaze attack before the Japa-
nese surrendered. Stephen was in a
number of Japanese cities while the
Hank was on occupation duty for four
months through December 1945.

Stephen earned the Pacific Theater
Ribbon (four stars),
American Theater Ribbon,
Victory Medal, Philippine
Liberation Ribbon (one
star) and a Kamikaze Sur-
vivor medal.

He will be remembered
with much love and affec-
tion by his wife, Dolores;
daughter, Carolyn, wife of
Quaid Kapadia of
Westfield, N.J., and grand-
children, Alexandra,
Alistair and Andrew; son,

Stephen Mervan, husband of Lorraine,
of Mt. Lebanon, Pa., and grandson,
Matthew, and brother, Robert Labdik,
husband of Karen, of Macungie, Pa.
He was predeceased by his brother,
John Mervan, Jr., and sisters, Helen
Mervan and Mary Gress.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered yesterday, Wednesday, De-
cember 21, at the Incarnation of Our
Lord Parish in Bethlehem, Pa. Burial
was at Holy Saviour Cemetery in
Bethlehem.

Arrangements were by the Connell
Funeral Home, 245 East Broad Street,
Bethlehem, Pa. 18018.

Memorial contributions in lieu of
flowers may be made to the Disabled
American Veterans (www.dav.org)
and the American Heart Association
(www.heart.org). Please send online
condolences to
www.connellfuneral.com.
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Prayer to St. Jude

Oh Holy St. Jude, apostle and mar-
tyr, great in virtue and rich in miracles,
near kinsman of Jesus Christ, faithful
intercessor of all who invoke your spe-
cial patronage in time of need, to you I
have recourse from the depth of my
heart and humbly beg to whom God
has given such great power to come to
my assistance.  Help me in my present
urgent petition.  In return I promise to
make your name known and cause you
to be invoked.  (Say three Our Fathers,
three Hail Marys, and three Glorias.)
St. Jude, pray for us all who invoke
your aid.  Amen. Publication must be
promised.  This novena has never been
known to fail.

 C.D.R.

When Was the Last Cure?
Achieving Breakthroughs

SEEKING THE CURES…Westfield physician Stephen L. DeFelice, right, chair-
man of FIM, the Foundation for Innovation in Medicine, is pictured at Capitol
Hill discussing the Doctornaut Act with Senator Tom Harkin, chairman of the
Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services and
Education.

WESTFIELD – In his first book,
“Drug Discovery: The Pending Cri-
sis,” way back in 1972, Westfield
physician Stephen L. DeFelice wrote,
“Our present system of drug discov-
ery is almost designed not to cure the
great diseases that confront us. There
is no doubt that many will be cured in
the distant future, but it is unfortunate
that many must wait.” He blamed the
increasing costly barriers for patients
to participate in clinical studies, which
are currently irrationally obstructive.
By blocking the clinical testing of
new therapies, he said that it does not
take a genius to conclude that fewer
breakthrough therapies will be tested
and discovered. And that is exactly
what has happened. In his experi-
ence, most who respond to the “cure”
question cite polio. That happened in
1953! What puzzles him is that, ex-
cept for AIDS patients, very few pa-
tients are angry about being denied
their cures. This apathy, coupled with
a pervasive image of clinical research
as dangerous instead of as a vehicle
of hope, remained un-budgeable. He
emphatically proclaims that patients
and healthy people (future patients)
do not want free health care. They
want health cures. “The patient would
say, ‘Get rid of my disease,’ and the
healthy one would say, ‘Prevent me
from getting my disease.’ Well, the
best way to frustrate their wishes is to
block the testing of potential thera-
pies in clinical studies.”

In a previous Leader-Times article,
Dr. DeFelice proposed that doctors
should be permitted to volunteer for
clinical studies more freely than non-
doctors, so more potential medical

breakthroughs could be tested. He
calls them “doctornauts” and pro-
posed the Doctornaut Act, which was
circulated by then Senate Majority
Leader and physician, Bill Frist. But
because of an overwhelmingly con-
cern with “health care” and not “cure
care,” the Act failed to interest a single
enthusiastic advocate, which was bad
news for patients. Dr. DeFelice says,
“Frankly speaking, after over four
decades of trying, I gave up the
doctornaut ship. Then, as often hap-
pens in history, a spontaneous, out-
of-the-blue energetic movement was
recently born advocating the critical
need of more creative clinical re-
search. Strong advocates include the
NIH, patient groups that primarily
deal with rare diseases and, yes, Con-
gress. This offers a wonderful oppor-
tunity for the passage of the
Doctornaut Act, which would dra-
matically accelerate the discovery of
medical breakthroughs including
cures.” He believes that baby boomers
and senior citizens should have a
particular interest in the enactment of
the Act because diseases common to
them, such as cancer and Alzheimer’s,
will be much more rapidly controlled
or eliminated than otherwise.

At age 75, Dr. DeFelice is now
sufficiently energized to gather sup-
port of major advocates and support-
ers to pursue the enactment of the
Doctornaut Act. For updates on this
effort, visit www.fimdefelice.org.

And finally, since this article will
be published just before Christmas,
2011, he wants to send a message to
the North Pole. “I do believe in Santa
Claus!”

Participants in Needle Nite
Plan Project For Seafarers

FANWOOD – The monthly Needle
Nite session at the Fanwood Presby-
terian Church will take place on Fri-
day, January 6, at 7:30 p.m. in
Westminster Hall on Marian Avenue.

A one-time project will be under-
taken – making “Ditty Bags” for sea-
farers – with the goal of creating 50
bags. The bags will be donated to the
“Christmas at Sea” program of the
Seamen’s Church Institute of Port
Newark. They will be filled through-
out the year with knit scarves, socks
and hats. This is an ongoing Needle
Nite project. They also will contain
sewing kits and toiletries. Seafarers
are the sailors who work on cargo
ships from all over the world.

Those who quilt will continue the
“Disappearing Nine Patch” quilt
project. The plan is to complete the

project by March. Anyone needing fab-
ric or batting is asked to e-mail their
request to needlenite@fanwoodpc.org.

Knitters and those who crochet will
continue to make items for various
charities, including several local nurs-
ing homes, newborns at Newark Beth
Israel Hospital, the “Christmas at Sea”
seafarers projects and prayer shawls
for those needing extra care.

Donated materials end up in many
forms usable by the charities that
receive them. For further informa-
tion about these projects or direc-
tions to the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church, call the church office at
(908) 889-8891, e-mail
fanwoodpress@erols.com or visit
fanwoodpc.org or facebook.com/
pages /Fanwood-Presbyte r ian
Church/311300160969.

CHESS CHAMPS…The Scotch Plains Public Library sponsored a chess tourna-
ment for students in grades 3 through 8 on December 11. Render Cutts of Let’s
Play Chess! organized the event and supplied trophies for all players. John
Moldovan, president of the Kenilworth Chess Club, volunteered his time and
expertise to co-direct this event. Finalists, pictured left to right, are: James
Middleton, Rae Mikula, Harry Randazzo (second place), Josiah Baik (third
place) and Dev Patel (first place).

HELPING HABITAT…Fifth-grade Junior Girl Scouts, representing
Mountainside Troops No. 40443 and 40468, on December 10 visited a home
construction site for Plainfield Area Habitat for Humanity in Plainfield. The girls
brought and served lunch to the 15 volunteers working during an “Adopt A Day”
build sponsored by the Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in Mountainside. Reverend
Jeremy Montgomery, director of Plainfield Area Habitat for Humanity, gave the
girls a tour of the site and explained to them how a “Habitat” home comes to be.
For information on volunteering for Habitat for Humanity or to contribute, call
(908) 769-5292 or visit gphabitat.org/home.

Donald Leshick, 77, Knights Member;
Had Been Insurance Underwriter

Donald Leshick, 77, of Westfield
passed away peacefully, surrounded
by his loving family, on Monday,
December 19, 2011.

Born in Carteret, Mr. Leshick
lived in Westfield since 1958.

Donald was a member of the
Army National Guard and was a
1956 graduate of Seton Hall Uni-
versity. He worked as an insurance
underwriter for Allstate, CNA and
most recently Continental Insurance
Company. After retiring from the
insurance industry, he continued to
work as a risk manager for Union
County and also as a ranger for Ash
Brook Golf Course.

Donald was a member of Knights
of Columbus No. 1711. He enjoyed
summering at Harvey Cedars and

wintering in Sarasota, Fla. He also
enjoyed traveling, golf, gardening and
especially attending Giants games.

Mr. Leshick was predeceased by
his sister, Helen Fitzpatrick, and is
survived by his wife of 55 years,
Alice (Karmazin), and their two
sons, Scott and Rick and his wife,
Lynda. Two grandchildren, Nicho-
las and Kasey, also survive him.

A Mass of Christian Burial will
be offered at 10 a.m. today, Thurs-
day, December 22, at the Holy Trin-
ity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. Interment will follow at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements are by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Westfield Veterans
Fund, 405 Elm Street, Westfield,
N.J. 07090.

December 22, 2011

Train and Toy Show
Set January 7 and 8

AREA – Greenberg’s Train and Toy
Show is scheduled for Saturday and
Sunday, January 7 and 8, from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. each day. It will take place at
the Garden State Exhibit Center in
Somerset. More than 65,000 square
feet of operating railroads and toy
trains will be on display and for sale.

Admission for Greenberg’s Train
and Toy Show is $7 for adults, and
admission is good for both days.
Children age 11 and under will be
admitted for free. For more informa-
tion, visit GreenbergShows.com.

NOTICE

THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR

A FLOOD HAZARD AREA INDIVIDUAL PERMIT AND VERIFICATION

Take notice that Public Service Electric and Gas Company (PSE&G) has submitted an application to the New
Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Land Use Regulation for a flood hazard area
verification and individual permit.  PSE&G is proposing upgrade activities within the Roseland-Metuchen,
Roseland-West Orange North, and Roseland-West Orange South right-of-ways (“ROWs”), which are located
within the following municipalities: Roseland Borough, Livingston Township, and West Orange Township in
Essex County; Chatham Borough, Chatham Township, and Florham Park Borough in Morris County;
Watchung Borough in Somerset County; Berkeley Heights Township, New Providence Borough, Fanwood
Borough, Clark Township and Scotch Plains Township in Union County; and Edison Township and Metuchen
Borough in Middlesex County.  The Individual Permit will authorize PSE&G to upgrade the existing overhead
electric transmission line with a 230kV transmission line.  The upgrade is required by PJM Interconnection
LLC, the independent regional transmission operator and is necessary to maintain the reliability of the regional
transmission system.  If you have any comments or questions regarding this application, please write to the
Department at the following address:

Attn: Engineering Supervisors for Essex, Middlesex, Morris, Somerset and Union Counties
State of New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
Division of Land Use Regulation
Mail Code 501-02A
P.O. Box 420
Trenton, New Jersey  08625-0420

Your comments must be sent within 15 calendar days of the date of this notice to ensure that the Department
will be able to consider your concerns during its review of this application.  You can submit comments after
this date but the Department may not be able to address your concerns.  You can also contact the Department
by telephone at (609) 292-0060 and can obtain general information about the flood hazard area program at the
following website: www.nj.gov/dep/landuse.

Applicant Contact:
Raymond Tripodi, P.E., P.P.
Manager, Transmission Permitting
Public Service Electric and Gas Company
4000 Hadley Road, Mail Code 430
South Plainfield, New Jersey  07080

Frank X. McDermott

Stephen C. Mervan
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PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/15/11
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

  RESOLUTION NO: 2011-1162
AWARDED TO: Community Access

Unlimited, Elizabeth, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide anger manage-

ment training for the incarcerated male
and females of the Union County Jail

PERIOD: January1, 2012- December
31, 2013

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$30,000.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/22/11, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/15/11
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2011-1154
AWARDED TO: Resolve Community

Counseling Center Inc., Scotch Plains,
New Jersey

SERVICES: to provide psychological
evaluation services

PERIOD: January 1, 2012-December
31, 2012

COSTS: in the amount of $5,000.00
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/22/11, The Leader Fee: $21.42 PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 12/15/11

Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2011-1155
AWARDED TO: Comprehensive Psy-

chological Services, PA, Clark, New
Jersey

SERVICES: to provide psychological
evaluation services

PERIOD: January 1, 2012-December
31, 2012

COSTS: in the amount of $5,000.00
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/22/11, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/15/11
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2011-1156
AWARDED TO: Complete Care,

Scotch Plains, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the provision of Drug/

Alcohol Testing Procedure for employees
with Commercial Drivers Licenses

PERIOD: January 1, 2012-December
31, 2012

COSTS: in the amount not to exceed
$12,500.00

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/22/11, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/15/11
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is  available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2011-1148
AWARDED TO: State National Insur-

ance Company, Oak Creek, Wisconsin
SERVICES: Renewing the Equipment

Maintenance Policy
PERIOD: January 1, 2012-December

31, 2012
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$211,918 (Decrease of $60,360 from last
year)

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/22/11, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/15/11
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2011-1137
amending (Resolution No. 2011-21)
AWARDED TO: Roth D’Aquanni, LLC,

Springfield, New Jersey
SERVICES: special counsel for person-

nel affairs to increase to increase
COSTS: in the amount of $5,000 for a

total contract amount not to exceed $80,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/22/11, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/15/11
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is  available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2011-1140
amending (Resolution No. 2010-1079)

AWARDED TO: Conventus Labor
Consulting, LLC, Westfield, New Jer-
sey

SERVICES: to increase the cap for La-
bor/Management relation services

COSTS: in the amount of $10,000 for a
total contract amount not to exceed
$94,000.00

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/22/11, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/15/11
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is  available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2011-1109
AWARDED TO:
Holy Redeemer Home Care  $30,000
SAGE Eldercare, Inc  $26,000
Jewish Family Services  $44,000
SERVICES: to provide home care and

nursing services
PERIOD: January 1, 2012-December

31, 2012
COSTS: in the sum not to exceed

$100,000.00
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/22/11, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/15/11
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is  available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2011-1107
AWARDED TO: Jewish Family Ser-

vices, Elizabeth, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the purpose of providing

ongoing care management services To
clients eligible for the Global Options Pro-
gram

PERIOD: January1, 2012- December
31, 2013

COSTS: in the amount of $164,160
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/22/11, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/15/11
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an  Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2011-1115
AWARDED TO: Town & Country Vet-

erinary House Calls/Dr. Michael
Aromando, DVM, Chester, New Jersey

SERVICES: for routine and emergency
veterinary services for the horses at the
Watchung Stables

PERIOD: January 1, 2012-December
31, 2012

COSTS: in the amount not to exceed
$26,000

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/22/11, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/15/11
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2011-1151
AWARDED TO: International Health

Care Services, Inc (Healthplex)
Uniondale, New York

SERVICES: to provide Dental Insurance
PERIOD: January1, 2012- December

31, 2014
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$634,800.72 per year.
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/22/11, The Leader Fee: $21.93

Westfield: 11/21/11
Frank and Kristine Mastronardi to

Paul J. and Kimberly W. Monusky,
635 Glen Avenue, $510,000.

Michael and Lorraine Vaughan to
Alison B. Kessler, 5 Carol Road,
$716,000.

Elizabeth Oravez to Edward Ripple
and Sarah Kallock, 428 Everson
Place, $600,000.

Westfield: 11/28/11
Rosemary and Garth Boehm to

Joshua and Jamie Salzman, 530
Mountain Avenue, $685,000.

Michael Mahoney to Thomas A.
Harvey and Gregory S. Coffman, 9
Karen Terrace, $895,000.

Mark S. Dow to AJC Services,
LLC, 253 Prospect Street, $610,000.

Joshua and Jamie E. Salzman to
Charles M. Fleisch and Andrea B.
Marcus, 504 Edgar Road, $420,000.

Jacek and Iwona Dankowska to
Dina Parise and Vincenzo Lasorsa,
1738 Boulevard, $890,000.

Scotch Plains: 11/29/11
SB Development LLC to David J.

Dering, 423 Montague Avenue,
$412,000.

Kin S. and Janice A. Tam to Yenlin
Lee and Chun Lin Hsueh, 612 Danoto
Circle, $370,000.

Suzanne A. Lamastra to Renee
Carneval, 530 Park Avenue,
$245,000.

Martin and Ilyse Kesselman to
Steven C. and Susan L. Gross, 1901
Winding Brook Way, $520,000.

Phillip and Sandi Bushinger to Seth
R. Shiffman and Julia V. Popper, 2
Greensview Drive, $720,000.

Loren Altshuler and Andrew Sapira
to John and Kimberly Russo, 1161
Donamy Glen, $740,000.

Nancy G. Kelleher to Elanor
Duddy, 22 Eastham Village,
$350,000.

Michelina Barritta to Christa
Rehrer, 4 Crestwood Common North
Avenue, $273,000.

Walter J. and Joan M. Richardson
to Ketaki and  Satish Pawar, 1241
Christine Circle, $481,777.

Anthony and Gabriella Carlino to
Carole and David Bercher, 1283
White Oak Road, $465,000.

Mark Currall to David A. and Chris-
tina K. Conklin, 2324 Coles Avenue,
$265,000.

David G. and Robin Brous to David
and Erika Erika Handler, 3 Autumn
Drive, $710,000.

Mary Elizabeth Semler to Tuniesa
L. Simmons, 180 Watchung Terrace,
$318,000.

Mathew J. and Kristen T. Wilson to
Jeffrey Bollonger and Jessica Coty,
2387 Bryant Avenue, $458,000.

Konstantine and Maria Garyfallos
to Christopher M. and Colleen C.
Murphy, 541 Warren Street,
$309,000.

Verna C. Ransom to Joanne Crute-
Williams, 335 Hoe Avenue, $240,000.

Charles and Margret Newcomer to
Michael and Constanza H. Nervi,

Recent Home Sales
For more info see:

http://clerk.ucnj.org/UCPA/DocIndex

1235 Meadow Lark Lane, $705,000.
Lenox Point LLC to David J.

Barkovitch, 5 Burnham Village,
$310,000.

Estate of Mary E. Doby to Needle
Point Homes LLC. 30 Highlander
Drive, $557,000.

Joseph S. and Doreen M. O’Brien
to Steven and Nelja McMahon, 9
Chip Lou Lane, $518,500.

R-Iaione Companies Inc. to Scott
B. and Audra G. Koplowitz, 2053
Westfield Avenue, $475,000.

1743 Front Street LLC to Bandon
Aguiles and Natalie Baginski, 1743
Front Street, $282,500.

Beverly Jean Landon to Donald
Perkins, 2097 Prospect Avenue,
$260,000.

Debra Skolnick to Kalyani
Krishnamachari and Bhuma
Krishnamachari and Uppiliapp
Krishnamachari, 29 Maddaket Vil-
lage, $325,000.

Kevin and Stacey Guinan to Rob-
ert and Bernadett Christensen, 2006
Wood Road, $660,000.

Silver Maple Properties LLC to
Trombakesh M. Kar, 28 Canterbury
Drive, $368,000.

Needle Point Homes LLC to John
M. Piszko and Amy E. Schram, 30
Highlander Drive, $780,000.

Scotch Plains: 12/12/11
Diane Solimo to Daniel and Maria

Cordeiro, 1705 Oakwood Terrace,
$440,000.

David Wuest to Rong Liu and
Heather Nathanson, 1933 West Broad
Street, $380,000.

Kevin Macero and Samantha
Marino to Prudential Relocation Inc.,
1641 Ramapo Way, $790,000.

Dennis and Jeanette Natale to
Jaclyn E. Rumzie, 314 William Street,
$359,000.

Fanwood: 12/12/11
Richard and Blanca Walsh to Travis

A. and Kathryn M. Harrison, 143
Pleasant Avenue, $395,000.

Wilkins Building Inc., Robert and
Gina Walsh, 23 Birchwood Terrace,
$553,000.

John Piszko and Amy Schram to
Rajan and Namisha S. Anand, 22
Rainier Road, $425,000.

Ronald C. and Barbara J. Goydic
to Yelena Kravetskaya, 12 Estelle
Lane, $300,000.

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/15/11
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2011-1179
AWARDED TO: Judith L. DiAntonio
SERVICES: for Court Reporting Ser-

vices
PERIOD: January 1, 2012-December

31, 2012
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$20,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/22/11, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 11-12-180

CONTRACTOR: Greenbaum, Rowe,
Smith & Davis, LLP; P.O. Box 5600,
Woodbridge, New Jersey 07095

NATURE OF SERVICE: Special Coun-
sel Services, Livingston Wilbor and Ad-
joining Property In the Redevelopment
Area

DURATION: For a period ending no
later than November 30, 2012

FEE: Not to exceed $35,000
A copy of this Resolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern,
Administrator/Clerk

1 T - 12/22/11, The Times Fee: $18.87

FUTURE VOTERS…Westfield Councilman Keith Loughlin discusses munici-
pal government and local politics with Esther Graziano-Van Riper’s Third
Grade Gifted and Talented class at Edison Intermediate School.

Masterwork Chorus
Announces Auditions for 2012

NEW PROVIDENCE - The Mas-
terwork Chorus, one of New
Jersey’s finest symphonic choirs,
announces auditions for its 2012
spring season. Highly experienced
choral singers who are interested in
auditioning are invited to attend
our first rehearsal on Wednesday,
January 4, at 7:30 pm at the New
Jersey Youth Symphony space at
570 Central Avenue in New Provi-
dence, N.J.

During this rehearsal, potential
members may schedule an audition
with Music Director Andrew Megill
for the Wednesday, January 11, at
the same location. Choral singers
with strong vocal and sight-reading
skills are encouraged to participate.

Mr. Megill, an Associate Profes-
sor at Westminster Choir College,
Rider University, has garnered criti-
cal praise for the “extreme virtuos-
ity” and “level of skill to which he
has brought this organization” (Don
Martone of the Recorder Newspa-
pers) and for his “uplifting show of
musical instinct” (Willa Conrad,
The Star Ledger). He is also the
Artistic Director of Fuma Sacra, a

professional early music ensemble,
the Director of Choral Activities
for the world renowned Carmel,
Calif. Bach Festival, and the Choir
Conductor for the Orchestre
Symphonique de Montréal.

Masterwork Chorus is a welcom-
ing group of professional and ama-
teur musicians who share the joy
and excellence that Mr. Megill
brings to their rehearsals and per-
formances. The group’s spring con-
cert, featuring settings of the
Magnificat by Vivaldi and Finzi, as
well as The Best Beloved by
DeBlasio and Vivaldi’s Beatus Vir,
will be performed on May 5 at the
concert Hall, Dorothy Young Cen-
ter for the Arts at Drew University
in Madison, N.J.

For more information about Mas-
terwork Chorus, visit
www.masterwork.org or call (973)
455-7008. For audition-specific in-
formation please contact Kearney
Vrabel, Membership Chair, at (609)
670-7068 or at
membership@masterwork.org.

WF Foundation Funds Kean
University’s Liberty Live

UNION – Premiere Stages, the
professional Actors’ Equity Asso-
ciation theatre in residence at Kean
University, received a $5,000 from
the Westfield Foundation to sup-
port the commissioning and pro-
duction of a new short play drama-
tizing an important historical event
that took place in Westfield. The
play will explore the event’s impact
on New Jersey and how it helped to
shape both Westfield and the state
overall.

In a collaborative program with
Liberty Hall Museum called Lib-
erty Live, one playwright will be
commissioned to write the half-hour
piece. Interested playwrights will
submit proposals, to be reviewed
by representatives from Premiere
Stages, the Westfield Foundation,
the Westfield Historical Commis-
sion, the New Jersey School Age
Care Coalition and Liberty Hall
Museum at Kean University. The
committee will select the most
promising proposal.

“This project will launch and
serve as the pilot for Liberty Live,”
said John Wooten, Premiere Stages
producing artistic director. “The
partnership between Liberty Hall
Museum and Premiere Stages will
commission, develop and produce
plays by New Jersey playwrights
that specifically explore the events
and people who were instrumental
in shaping what New Jersey is to-
day.”

The play will be presented in Oc-
tober of 2012, at Liberty Hall Mu-
seum and will be designed to travel
to other spaces as well. “This could
be a model for developing new plays
about many different New Jersey
towns,” added Wooten.

Liberty Live is designed after the
Premiere Play Festival, the heart of
Premiere Stages’ programming. The
Festival encourages and supports
the creation of original plays and
provides numerous developmental

projects for emerging dramatists.
Each year scripts are accepted from
playwrights residing or born in the
greater metropolitan area (New Jer-
sey, New York, Connecticut, and
Pennsylvania) and at least three are
selected for expanded development
as part of the Premiere Stages sea-
son.

As the theatre in residence at Kean
University, Premiere Stages is com-
mitted to serving the cultural needs
of the northern and central New
Jersey regions through the devel-
opment and production of Equity
theatre premieres, professional de-
velopment and training initiatives,
and the cultivation of emerging
playwrights and artists. Premiere
Stages brings leading artists in the
field and unique educational initia-
tives to Kean and the surrounding
community.

Premiere Stages is located on the
main campus of Kean University at
1000 Morris Avenue. Liberty Hall
Museum is directly adjacent at 1003
Morris. For further information call
(908) 737-4092, email
premiere@kean.edu or visit
www.kean.edu/premierestages.

Premiere Stages is made possible
in part through funding from The
New Jersey State Council on the
Arts, The Geraldine R. Dodge Foun-
dation, The Northfield Bank Foun-
dation, The Westfield Foundation,
The New Jersey Theatre Alliance,
and through the generous support
of individual patrons.

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/15/11
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2011-1150
AWARDED TO: Delta Dental of New

Jersey, Inc., Parsippany, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide Dental Insurance

Plan
PERIOD: January1, 2012- December

31, 2013
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$1,485,958.30 per year.
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/22/11, The Leader Fee: $21.93

Reading is good for you!

goleader.com/subscribe

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/15/11
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is  available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2011-1158
AWARDED TO: Catholic Charities of

the Archdiocese, Newark, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide an alcohol and

drug treatment program for the female
Inmate population at the Union County Jail

PERIOD: January1, 2012- December
31, 2013

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$81,332.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/22/11, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/15/11
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an  Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2011-1147
AWARDED TO: Multi-Care, Clark, New

Jersey
SERVICES: to provide pre- employment

physicals and other related medical ser-
vices to Union County

PERIOD: January 1, 2012-December
31, 2012

COSTS: in the amount not to exceed
$60,000.00

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/22/11, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/15/11
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is  available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2011-1145
AWARDED TO: Hartford Fire Insur-

ance Company, Hartford, Connecticut
SERVICES: renewing the following Pub-

lic Official Bonds for the following County
Employees, Joseph Bowe in the amount of
$740.00, Joanne Schwab in The amount
of $200.00 and Frank W. Padusniak, Jr. in
the amount of $350.00

PERIOD: January1, 2012- December
31, 2012

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/22/11, The Leader Fee: $23.97
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PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/15/11
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2011-1157
AWARDED TO: HUB International,

Berkeley Heights, New Jersey
SERVICES: for Insurance Consultant/

Broker Services
PERIOD: January 1, 2012-December

31, 2012
COSTS: at no cost to the County

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/22/11, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/15/11
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2011-1117
AWARDED TO: Development Direc-

tions, LLC, Rahway New Jersey
SERVICES: for the administration of the

Union County Assistance Payment Pro-
gram (HAPP) (Section 8)

PERIOD: January 1, 2012-February 29,
2012

COSTS: in the amount of  $54,164.00
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/22/11, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE OF HEARING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that MetroPCS
New York, LLC (“MetroPCS”) has filed an
application with the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment of the Township of Scotch Plains for
preliminary and final site plan approval, a
use (d-1) variance, a height (d-6) variance,
a d-2 variance; a (c) variance for the height
of the proposed fence; and related relief to
install six (6) wireless telecommunications
antennas onto the existing Public Service
Electric and Gas Company transmission
tower, and related equipment at ground
level, on premises identified on the Tax
Maps of the Township of Scotch Plains as
Block 12101, Lot 6, commonly known as
1550 Cooper Road (transmission tower lo-
cated near the end of James Court, with
proximity to Stoneleigh Drive), Scotch Plains.

Please take further notice that the appli-
cant seeks any and all variances, waivers,
approvals and/or other relief from the
Township’s zoning and site plan ordinances
that may be required for this application to
be approved and that may be identified
during the hearing process, including but
not limited to the following variances:

D-1 (use) variance from the permitted
uses in the R-1 zone (telecommunications
facilities are not permitted in the R-1 zone
nor anywhere in the Township);

D-2 variance whereby the existing trans-
mission tower is permitted as a conditional
use and the proposed antennas and equip-
ment constitute an expansion to an exist-
ing nonconforming conditional use;

D-6 (height) variance from the maximum
permitted height in the R-1 zone (35 feet
permitted; existing height of transmission
tower at 115 feet; maximum height of pro-
posed antennas at 113 feet); the proposed
height of the antennas is more than 10 feet
or 10% greater than the permitted height in
the R-1 zone;

Height variance whereby the maximum
permitted height for fencing is 6 feet and
the applicant is requesting a 7 foot chain
link fence;

Minimum (secondary) front yard setback
within the R-1 zone as measured from the
expanded frontage on James Court (50
feet required, antennas at 11 feet); please
note that the minimum front yard setback
for transmission towers as a conditional
use is 25 feet;

Minimum rear yard setback within the R-
1 zone (50 feet required; 38 feet pro-
posed); please note that the minimum rear
yard setback for transmission towers as a
conditional use is 25 feet); and

Minimum front yard setback for proposed
equipment (60 feet required; 5 feet pro-
posed); and

Signage (signage not permitted; two
emergency contact signs proposed, 1.5
square feet and less than 1 square foot).

Please take further notice that the fol-
lowing existing non conformities also ex-
ist:    minimum lot width [existing lot width
on Cooper Road of 53 feet (approx.), where
160 feet is required]; minimum street front-
age width [existing street width on Cooper
Road of 53 feet (approx.) where 145 feet is
required]; minimum front yard setback for
transmission tower from James Court (25
feet required; 2 feet existing).

A public hearing on the application has
been scheduled by the Zoning Board of
Adjustment for January 5, 2012 at 7:30
p.m. at the Scotch Plains Municipal Build-
ing, Council Chambers (First Floor), 430
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains. When this
matter is called, you may appear either in
person or by agent or attorney and present
any objections or comments you may have
with regard to this application.

Maps, plans and other related docu-
ments submitted with the application are
on file and available for inspection at the
Office of the Zoning Board of Adjustment,
Scotch Plains Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, during regular
business hours (8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.).

BROWN MOSKOWITZ & KALLEN, P.C.
Attorneys for Applicant

 MetroPCS New York, LLC
By:

Richard S. Schkolnick
1 T - 12/22/11, The Times Fee: $83.64

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/15/11
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2011-1134
AWARDED TO: This is it! Concepts

and Event Productions, Hoboken, New
Jersey

SERVICES: for goods and services re-
lated to the 2011 County Fair featuring
MusicFest

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$123,479.06.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/22/11, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTIELD
PLANNING BOARD

&
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

RE- ORGANIZATION
MEETING DATES 2012

In Compliance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-8D
(Open Public Meetings Act), the Westfield
Planning Board and Board of Adjustment
wish to advise the public of the following
re-organization meetings to be held on the
following dates at 7:00 p.m. in the Council
Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey.

Formal action may be taken.

Planning Board January 4, 2012
Board of Adjustment January 9, 2012

Agenda materials for consideration at
these meetings will be on file in the Plan-
ning Office, 959 North Avenue West,
Westfield, New Jersey and may be seen
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m.

Kathleen A. Nemeth
Recording Secretary,

Westfield Planning Board
Secretary,

Westfield Board of Adjustment
1 T - 12/22/11, The Leader Fee: $26.52

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
MEETING DATES

2012

In Compliance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-8D
(Open Public Meetings Act), the Westfield
Board of Adjustment wishes to advise the
public of its meeting dates. Meetings at
which formal action will be taken will be
held on the following dates at 7:30 p.m. in
the Council Chambers at the Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey.

January 9, 2012 August 13, 2012
February 15, 2012 September 10, 2012
March 12, 2012 October 10, 2012
April 9, 2012 November 14, 2012
May 14, 2012 December 10, 2012
June 11, 2012 January 14, 2013
July 9, 2012 February 13, 2013

The Board will also meet at 7:00 p.m. on
these dates in the Mayor’s Conference
Room for a work session in which the
public may attend but may not participate.

Applications and plans to be considered
at these meetings will be on file in the office
of the Secretary of the Board of Adjust-
ment, 959 North Avenue West, Westfield,
New Jersey and may be seen Monday
through Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary,

Westfield Board of Adjustment
1 T - 12/22/11, The Leader Fee: $30.99

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/15/11
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2011-1161
amending (Resolution No. 2009-1127)

AWARDED TO: Education, and Health
Centers of America, Inc. Wall New Jer-
sey

SERVICES: to provide comprehensive
inmate substance abuse Treatment/resi-
dential correction facility services to the
inmates of the Union County Jail

PERIOD: January1, 2012- December
31, 2013

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$5,842,190.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/22/11, The Leader Fee: $25.50

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIED

INVITATION TO RE-BID

SEALED PROPOSALS WILL BE RE-
CEIVED BY THE TOWN CLERK OF THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY,
ON WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 4, 2012 AT
10:00 A.M. PREVAILING TIME AT THE
MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 425 EAST
BROAD STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY FOR THE RENTAL/LEASE OF
FIRE APPARATUS FOR USE BY THE
WESTFIELD FIRE DEPARTMENT.

THE EQUIPMENT TO BE RENTED ON
A MONTHLY BASIS FOR A MINUIMUM
OF SIX (6) MONTHS WITH OPTION TO
EXTEND THE RENTAL/LEASE BEYOND
THE SIX (6) MONTHS AS DEEMED NEC-
ESSARY BY THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD,
IS A 1000 GPM PUMP, MINIMUM 75’
REAR MOUNT STRAIGHT STICK WITH
WATERWAY.

PROPOSALS SHALL BE IN WRITING
ON THE FORMS FURNISHED AND MUST
BE DELIVERED AT THE PLACE AND
BEFORE THE HOUR ABOVE MEN-
TIONED, AND MUST BE ACCOMPANIED
BY A CERTIFIED CHECK OR BID BOND
MADE PAYABLE TO THE TREASURER
OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD, IN THE
AMOUNT OF TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS
($200.00) TO INSURE EXECUTION OF
THE CONTRACT. (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-21)
EACH BID MUST ALSO BE ACCOMPA-
NIED BY A NON-COLLUSION AFFIDA-
VIT AND A STOCKHOLDER DISCLO-
SURE CERTIFICATION ON THE FORMS
INCLUDED IN AND EXPLAINED IN THE
CONTRACT DOCUMENTS.

BIDDERS ARE REQUIRED TO COM-
PLY WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF
N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 ET SEQ. AND N.J.A.C.
17:27.

ALL BIDDERS MUST SUBMIT WITH
THEIR BID A COPY OF THEIR NEW
JERSEY BUSINESS REGISTRATION
CERTIFICATE. FAILURE TO SUBMIT
PROOF OF REGISTRATION WILL DIS-
QUALIFY THE BID.

SPECIFICATIONS MAY BE SEEN OR
OBTAINED AT THE OFFICE OF THE
TOWN CLERK, TOWN HALL, 425 EAST
BROAD STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY.

THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL RESERVE
THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY AND ALL
BIDS AND TO WAIVE ANY INFORMAL-
ITY, IF IN THE INTEREST OF THE TOWN,
IT IS DEEMED ADVISABLE TO DO SO.

DANIEL KELLY
FIRE CHIEF

1 T - 12/22/11, The Leader Fee: $51.00

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/15/11
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2011-1139
amending (Resolution No. 2011-631)
AWARDED TO: Ruderman &

Glickman, Springfield, New Jersey
SERVICES: special counsel for person-

nel affairs to increase the cap for legal
services

COSTS: in the amount of $20,000 for a
total contract amount not to exceed
$170,000.00

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/22/11, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 11-12-185

CONTRACTOR: First Environmental;
91 Fulton Street, Boonton, New Jersey
07005

NATURE OF SERVICE: Environmental
Engineering Services. Block 64, Lot 4

DURATION: Period ending November
30, 2012

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $19,200.00
A copy of this resolution and contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the Mu-
nicipal Clerk’s office.

Eleanor McGovern,
Administrator/Clerk

1 T - 12/22/11, The Times Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-30854-10
FILE NO. 12247-10

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
MICHAEL A. FURCHAK; MRS.
MICHAEL A. FURCHAK, WIFE
OF MICHAEL A. FURCHAK;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in
which PLYMOUTH PARK TAX SERVICES
LLC is the plaintiff and MICHAEL A.
FURCHAK, ET ALS; are defendants, pend-
ing in the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Chancery Division, UNION County and
bearing Docket No. F-30854-10 within
thirty-five (35) days after December 22,
2011 exclusive of such date. If you fail to
answer or appear in accordance with Rule
4:4-6, Judgment by Default may be ren-
dered against you for relief demanded in
the Complaint. You shall file your Answer
and Proof of Service in duplicate with the
Clerk of the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Hughes Justice Complex - CN 971, Tren-
ton, New Jersey 08625, in accordance
with the Rules of Civil Practice and Proce-
dure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate: 1. A certain tax certificate
no. 06-07, sold on 10/10/2007, dated 10/
10/2007, and was recorded on 12/14/2007
in Book 12370 at Page 638, made by
NANCY L. NICHOLS, Collector of Taxes of
ROSELLE PARK BORO, and State of New
Jersey to PLYMOUTH PARK TAX SER-
VICES LLC and subsequently assigned to
plaintiff, PLYMOUTH PARK TAX SER-
VICES LLC. This covers real estate lo-
cated in ROSELLE PARK BORO, County
of UNION, and State of New Jersey, known
as LOT 15 BLOCK 422 as shown on the
Tax Assessment Map and Tax Map dupli-
cate of ROSELLE PARK BORO. and con-
cerns premises commonly known as 616
CHESTNUT STREET, ROSELLE PARK
BORO, New Jersey.

YOU, MICHAEL A. FURCHAK, are made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because you are the owner of a
property which is the subject of the above
entitled action.

YOU, MRS. MICHAEL A. FURCHAK,
WIFE OF MICHAEL A. FURCHAK, are
made party defendant to the above fore-
closure action because plaintiff has been
unable to determine whether defendant
MICHAEL A. FURCHAK is married, and if
married, the name of MICHAEL A.
FURCHAK’s spouse. If MICHAEL A.
FURCHAK is married, the plaintiff joins
MRS. MICHAEL A. FURCHAK, WIFE OF
MICHAEL A. FURCHAK as a defendant
for any possessory or marital rights you
may have.
DATED:  December 22, 2011

Jennifer M. Perez, Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
1 T - 12/22/11, The Leader Fee: $74.46

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/15/11
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

  RESOLUTION NO: 2011-1104
amending (Resolution No. 2011-558)
AWARDED TO: YMCA of Eastern

Union County
SERVICES: a non-profit agency, under

the US Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD)

PERIOD: December 1, 2011- Novem-
ber 30, 2014

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/22/11, The Leader Fee: $21.93

YOUNG TRADERS … The winners of the Wardlaw-Hartridge Middle School
Stock Market Club challenge, from left to right, Kevin Nader of Scotch Plains,
Max Needle of Scotch Plains, Russell Best of Somerset and Kishan Chavda of
Colonia, talked about their experience and how they won the competition at the
end of the lunch period on December 14.

Paper Mill Earns Two
People’s Choice Nominations
MILLBURN – Arts lovers through-
out the garden state are invited to go
online to vote for their favorite New
Jersey arts organizations in a wide
variety of categories that range from
favorite theater to see a play or musi-
cal, to favorite performing arts cen-
ter, to museum and gallery, to sym-
phony and dance company, and many
more for the 2011 Jersey Arts People’s
Choice Awards.

Voting is open now through mid-
night, Wednesday, January 18. This
year, Paper Mill Playhouse is nomi-
nated in two categories, Favorite Place
to See a Musical and Favorite Place
to Take a Class (Kids).

Vote for Paper Mill Playhouse at
JerseyArts.com/PeoplesChoice in both
categories. Last year, over 6,000 people
cast their ballot, resulting in the 2010
win for Paper Mill Playhouse as Favor-
ite Professional Theater and Favorite
Summer Arts Program.

This year’s awards feature 59 nomi-
nated organizations across fourteen
different categories. Organizations
were nominated for the awards by
their peers through the Jersey Arts
Marketers (JAM) network, made up
of hundreds of nonprofit cultural
groups statewide. Five lucky voters
will be selected at random to receive
the item of their choice from the
JerseyArts.com Online Store – your
one-stop shop for your inner arts geek.
Winners will be announced on
JerseyArts.com in early February.

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

Rewarding Business Opportunity

Now Is The Time To Take Action!
Financially rewarding business
opportunity with a generous
compensation plan. Supplement
your income through partnering
with one of the leading personal
care and nutritional companies
recognized across the globe. Work
from home at your own pace.
Training provided. Contact
Information: (908) 665-2527
f lecomte.nsedreams.com

AUTO FOR SALE

1999 Chrysler Cirrus
Good 1st car, Maintenance up to

date, new tires, reliable
$2,000 OBO

Rob (908) 232-4407
auto@goleader.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 300-6079

DAYSI’S CLEANING SERVICES

HOUSE CLEANING
Do you need someone to clean
your house, apartment or
Condo?  We are your team!
We’re a reliable couple with
excellent references. Free
Estimates. (862) 307-3481

NURSE AIDE OR CNA CLASSES

Starting Jan 9 for morning classes
HOME HEALTH AIDE or CHHA
CNA starting Jan 24 for evenings.

Call Humane Concepts at
(908) 688-8184 or (908) 265-9803

NCLEX RN/PN REVIEW

Weekends Starts Jan 15th
High Success Rates

Humane Concepts Healthcare
(908) 688-8184 or (908) 265-9803

CAREGIVER AVAILABLE

Companion for Elderly.
I Have Experience

& References
Drive own car

(732) 648-5428

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-11006167

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-32067-10

Plaintiff: C. SCOTT SCHOENIG
VS.
Defendant: LILLIAN DUDA, INDIVIDUALLY

AND AS ADMINISTRATOR OF THE ESTATE
OF KENNETH DUDA, 25 SOUTH AVENUE,
LLC., SHIPYARD ASSETS CORP., A NEW JER-
SEY CORPORATION

Sale Date: 01/18/2012
Writ of Execution: 11/17/2011
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Eight Hindred
Fourteen Thousand Sixty-Nine*** $814,069.00.

The property to be sold is located in the Bor-
ough of Fanwood in the County of Union and the
State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 27 South Av-
enue

Tax Lot #: 4 in Block # 55.
Dimensions of Lot (Approximately): 195 x 100.
Nearest Cross Street: Terrill Road
The property to be sold is located in the Bor-

ough of Roselle Park in the County of Union and
the State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 600-610 West
Westfield Avenue.

Tax Lot #: 2.01 in Block # 212.
Dimensions of Lot (Approximately): 172 x 324.
Nearest Cross Street: Valley Road
Total Upset:  ***Eight Hundred Twenty-Seven

Thousand Six Hundred Twenty-Three and 31/
100*** $827,623.31 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
JOHN MERCADANTE
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW
788 SHREWSBURY AVENUE
BUILDING 1, SUITE 105
TINTON FALLS, NEW JERSEY 07224
4 T - 12/22/11, 12/29/11,
01/05/12 & 01/12/12 Fee: $179.52

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/15/11
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2011-1149
AWARDED TO: Intervention Strate-

gies International, Inc., Midland, New
Jersey

SERVICES: to provide a comprehen-
sive employee assistance program to
Union County employees and their fami-
lies

PERIOD: January 1, 2012-December
31, 2012

COSTS: in the amount not to exceed
$57,120.00

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/22/11, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/15/11
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2011-1138
amending (Resolution No. 2011-818)
AWARDED TO: Bauch, Zucker,

Hatfield, Springfield, New Jersey
SERVICES: special counsel for labor

and personnel affairs to increase the cap
for legal services

COSTS: in the amount of $20,000 for an
amount not to exceed $245,000

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/22/11, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/15/11
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2011-1143
AWARDED TO: Hartford Fire Insur-

ance
SERVICES: Renewing the Marine In-

surance Policy Covering UC Marine 1 and
UC Marine 2, Union County Police Fire
Boats

PERIOD: January1, 2012- December
31, 2013

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$21,683.00. No increase from last year.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/22/11, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/15/11
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an  Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2011-1116
AWARDED TO: Dr, David Foster,

DVM, Morganville, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide Veterinary Den-

tal services to the horses at the Watchung
Stables

PERIOD: January 1, 2012-December
31, 2012

COSTS: in the amount not to exceed
$6,500

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/22/11, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD PLANNING BOARD
MEETING DATES

2012

In compliance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-8D
(Open Public Meetings Act), the Westfield
Planning Board wishes to advise the pub-
lic of its meeting dates.  Meetings at which
formal action will be taken will be held on
the following dates at 7:30 p.m. in Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey.

January 4, 2012 August 6, 2012
February 6, 2012 September 5, 2012
March 5, 2012 October 1, 2012
April 2, 2012 November 5, 2012
May 7, 2012 December 3, 2012
June 4, 2012 January 7, 2013
July 2, 2012 February 13, 2013

The Board will also meet at 7:00 p.m. on
the above meeting dates in the Mayor’s
Conference Room for a work session in
which the public may attend but may not
participate.

The Site Plan Review Committee will
meet at 7:00 p.m. on the above dates in the
Mayor’s Conference Room.

Applications and plans to be considered
at these meetings will be on file in the office
of the Secretary of the Planning Board,
959 North Avenue West, Westfield, New
Jersey and may be seen Monday through
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathleen Nemeth,
Recording Secretary

Westfield Planning Board
1 T - 12/22/11, The Leader Fee: $32.64

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

The Tax Assessment List for The Bor-
ough of Fanwood for the 2012 Tax Year
will be open for inspection on Thursday,
January 26, 2012 between the hours of
6:00 P.M. and 9:00 P.M. in the Municipal
Building Lobby, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood.

Michael A. Ross, CTA
Tax Assessor

1 T - 12/22/11, The Times Fee: $10.71

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The Tax Assessment List for The Town-
ship of Scotch Plains for the 2012 Tax Year
will be open for inspection on Wednesday,
January 25, 2012 between the hours of
8:30 A.M. and 4:00 P.M. in the Tax
Assessor’s Office, RM. 122, Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains.

Michael A. Ross, CTA
Tax Assessor

1 T - 12/22/11, The Times Fee: $10.71

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor to
cover local government
meetings. Must be able to meet
deadlines, know how to write
a lead, and take active interest
in their beats to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/15/11
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2011-1153
AWARDED TO: Kanen Psychologi-

cal Association, P.A., Ridgewood, New
Jersey

SERVICES: Department of Administra-
tive Services, Department of Correctional
Services and Department of Human Ser-
vices

PERIOD: January 1, 2012-December
31, 2012

COSTS: in the amount of $42,400.00
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/22/11, The Leader Fee: $22.95

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A GREAT MIRACLE…The Union County Torah Center hosted the lighting of
the Menorah, located on the lawn near the North Avenue train station in
Westfield on Tuesday night signifying the start of Chanukah, which will run
through Wednesday, December 28.

Torah Center to Host Chanukah on Ice
WESTFIELD — The Union

County Torah Center will host
Chanukah on Ice on Saturday, De-
cember 24, at the Union Sports Arena
located on Route 22, West, in Union

from 6:30 - 8 p.m. The cost is $10 per
person including skates.

Skate to Jewish music while a
Menorah is lit in the center of the
rink. Refreshments will be served.
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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

Spoof To Benefit Gilda’s
Club Posted On YouTube

ZUMBA SPOOF...An original comedic performance piece called Z-Mumba was
created by Westfield writers Emma Schwartz and Jennifer Principato to help
raise money and awareness for Gilda’s Club Worldwide/Cancer Support Com-
munity, as part of the Woman’s Club of Westfield’s State Federation Project.
Pictured, front row, left to right, are: May Manchester, Dolores Geisow, Tiffany
Annese, Jennifer Principato, Emma Schwartz and Marta Villafani. Bottom row,
left to right, are: Jen Hanselman, Daria MacDonald, Dania Aguero, Roseanne
Kurstedt, Eva Natiello, Jackie Weiner and Peggy Daaleman.

WESTFIELD – Westfield writers
Emma Schwartz and Jennifer
Principato have released an original
comedic performance piece, called Z-
Mumba, to help raise money and aware-
ness about Gilda’s Club Worldwide/
Cancer Support Community, as part of
the Woman’s Club of Westfield’s State
Federation Project. This spoof feeds
off the Zumba craze that has taken over
fitness centers throughout the globe.
The fully edited 3-minute version will
be posted online for the general public
to view beginning at 12 a.m. on De-
cember 9 with a direct link to a dona-
tion page where 100 percent of the
proceeds go to Gilda’s Club. To view
the spoof go to: www.youtube.com/
watch?v=LqvstB9tmRk

Many remember the comedienne,
Gilda Radner, famous for her outra-
geous antics, especially those on Sat-
urday Night Live. Gilda was diag-
nosed with ovarian cancer in 1989;
her wish was that no one should face
cancer alone.

New Jersey is home to four Gilda’s
Club/Wellness Center facilities. These
support agencies are free for those
living with cancer and their families.
They also welcome cancer survivors
and those who have lost a loved one
to cancer. Their mission is to offer
support via networking groups, talks,
workshops and social events in a non-
residential home-like setting.

Everyone involved in the produc-
tion volunteered their talent and time
to make the video including local
filmmaker, Gregory Principato who
was the Director of Photography,
along with Kean University film stu-
dent Gregory Mirda of Union, Gre-

gory Leone of Staten Island, and
Stuart and Susan Schnitzer of Edison,
and Abbie Paone. Christopher Annese
of Curl Films in Westfield donated
his services to edit the project. The
film equipment was donated by Key-
stone Pictures, Inc., Yvette’s Dance
Studio in Cranford allowed us to use
the dance studio, in which the video
was shot, free of charge.

“We are so proud of what we were
able to accomplish in such a short
amount of time with no budget. If it
weren’t for the support of the com-
munity and our many volunteers, this
project wouldn’t have happened. Our
cast and crew, both professional and
novice, committed to a full eight-
hour day, our local restaurants, in-
cluding Bensi, Tarantella’s, Mama
Lou’s Deli, Manhattan Bagels, Clyne
and Murphy Caterers and Stop and
Shop all donated platters of food and
beverages to help feed our cast crew
throughout the day. We had people
show up from all over bringing us
food and helping in any way they
could.” Mrs. Principato concurred.

“Our goal is to make people laugh
and at the same time raise money for
a charity that is so dear to us,” Mrs.
Schwartz, who also directed the
project, announced. “I couldn’t be
happier with the final product and
hope everyone will take a few min-
utes out of their day to view it and
even more importantly, enjoy what
they see and want to give to a wonder-
ful charity!”

For more information, contact Jen-
nifer Lamb, publicist, at (908) 656-
6419 or
aijenlamb.publicist@gmail.com.

‘My Week with Marilyn’
Seven Days in Analysis

3 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

There are countless beautiful actresses
in Hollywood, but as we are reminded by
director Simon Curtis’s “My Week with
Marilyn,” based on the fond remembrance
by Colin Clark, none with the mystique
Marilyn Monroe possessed. The inscru-
tability lives, nicely evoked in this latest
effort to make sense of the je ne sais quoi
and its associated tragedy.

While we all acquire a coming of age
tale, Mr. Clark’s passage to maturity,
portrayed by Eddie Redmayne, just hap-
pened to intersect with the famous siren in
question. Though the story starts off slow,
centered around the combative meeting
of Marilyn and Laurence Olivier on the
set of “The Prince and the Showgirl”
(1957), in good time we are seduced.

Of course it can’t help being a tad
gossipy, streaming meaty allusions to the
favorite myths and lore and offering a few
more to contemplate in the bargain. It’s
all done within a dreamy but nonetheless
sober framework, Mr. Clark doubtlessly,
and perhaps melancholically, attempting
to make unique his bittersweet tête-à-tête
with the starlet.

Problematic at first, we quickly realize
that Miss Monroe’s beauty cannot be
successfully imitated, otherwise some-
body would have. But giving credit where
it is due, though her facial features more
resemble Ava Gardner’s (just color the
hair), Michelle Williams does capture
much of the allure that was Marilyn. It’s
a complex challenge, met rather well.

The same goes for Kenneth Branagh as
Olivier. Though nowhere near as pos-
sessing of the great thespian’s handsome-
ness, the noted Shakespearean is other-
wise a natural. Pompous and outraged,
but all the same as smitten by the blonde
bombshell as is the young storyteller to
be, his Sir Larry provides the filmmaker
with excellent balance.

The setting is Pinewood Studios and
the British countryside. The kingdom is
all abuzz with the fair damsel’s visit. And
both stars, exact opposites at their craft,
expect no less than total Sturm und Drang.
Witnessing the self-fulfilling prophecy
is our fledging movie biz wannabe, hav-
ing gained his front seat to the fireworks
through pure determination.

Even Colin’s landed gentry folks
couldn’t get him anything higher up than
3rd assistant director and personal gofer
to Mr. Olivier. But that’s just fine for the
star struck young lad who soon finds
himself a buffer between Monroe and
those forces, real and imagined, bent on
destroying her. She has brought her cu-
riously sad mishegoss to the scene.

There’s nothing very new here aside
from the details surrounding the making
of the movie Mr. Olivier, much to his
exasperation, chose to direct. However,
by portraying several matters and situa-

tions in an objective context, the mostly
sympathetic look at Marilyn does es-
tablish an angle from which viewers
might draw their own conclusions.

The pathology is your familiar, hack-
neyed, little girl abandoned syndrome.
Now grown, she’s an idol, with lots of
power. Hence, subconsciously or not,
Marilyn will wreak her revenge on any-
one who becomes enamored of her.
Dare fly near the flame and you might
be consumed. Poor hubby Arthur Miller,
fleeing the set, bellows, “She’s devour-
ing me!”

We can only hope Colin doesn’t be-
come Pip to Miss Monroe’s albeit beau-
tiful variation on Miss Haversham.
Milton Greene (Dominic Cooper), her
business partner, whose real-life son is
currently contending Clark’s work is
complete fantasy, warns Colin. He’s
been there. Since discarded and rel-
egated to gatekeeper, he assures the
same fate awaits Colin.

Meanwhile, as filming trudges ardu-
ously, often delayed by Norma Jean’s
tardiness or Olivier’s outbursts of im-
patience, a war between the orthodox
thespian and the method actress ensues.
Adding fuel to the pyre, Marilyn’s act-
ing coach, confidante and advocate,
Paula Strasberg (Zoë Wanamaker), wife
of Stanislavski guru Lee, is forever med-
dling.

What makes the enmity especially
engaging, however, is the rather am-
biguous mutual admiration society that
evolves. Annoyed when Marilyn can’t
do a scene because she “doesn’t feel it,”
he drones, “That’s why it’s called act-
ing.” Yet, when she gets it right, he
marvels at her natural instinct. Terri-
fied, she so wants to please the theatri-
cal legend.

So, to a backdrop continually em-
phasizing what an international celeb-
rity and showbiz phenomenon Marilyn
is, we become engaged in a quandary of
fame, privilege and the currency that is
beauty. Let’s face it: If Miss Monroe
were just plain Jane Doe and acted out
her anxieties with such resultant disqui-
etude, we’d doubtfully issue her a pass.

It’s a familiar conundrum…a disser-
vice often attending famous folks cruis-
ing for a bruising. Still, while neither
profound nor revelatory, Mr. Curtis’s
seemingly responsible treatment offers
a buffet of food for thought. And thus,
viewers with a taste for mulling such
matters will want to put “My Week with
Marilyn” on their movie-going calen-
dar.

…
 “My Week with Marilyn,” rated R,

is a Weinstein Company release di-
rected by Simon Curtis and stars
Michelle Williams, Kenneth Branagh
and Eddie Redmayne. Running time:
99 minutes

NJWA…Registration is currently un-
derway at the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts Music Studio for its winter
session, which runs from January 3 to
March 31. Instrumental and vocal
music lessons, for both children and
adults, are given in a 30, 45 or 60-
minute format. For more information,
visit the NJWA Music Studio at 150-
152 East Broad Street, Westfield, phone
(908) 789-9696 or log on to the web site
at www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

Erica Bradshaw Joins The Faculty Of
New Jersey Youth Theater

Director of the Actor’s Theater of Lou-
isville and directed and taught acting
classes at the University of Kentucky,
where she received a Kentucky Center
of the Arts grant for her workshop:
Ideas, Thoughts, Words: ACTION. She
holds numerous Regional Theater
credits which include: As You Like It,
Actors Theatre of Louisville; Romeo
and Juliet, Seattle Shakespeare Com-
pany, and The Syringa Tree, Delaware
Theatre Company, where she received
a nomination for the 2006 Barrymore
award for best actress. She is a gradu-
ate of the University of North Caro-
lina School of the Arts.

For more information on Ms
Bradshaw’s classes and the New Jer-
sey Youth Theatre, please contact
info@njyouththeatre or visit
www.njyouththeatre.org or call (908)
233-3200.

WESTFIELD – Stage and televi-
sion actress, Erica Bradshaw, has
joined the faculty of New Jersey Youth
Theater, and is currently teaching act-
ing classes through the spring semes-
ter. Ms. Bradshaw recently returned
from a successful run of Yellowman, a
play about how racism distorts an
African-American community in
South Carolina, presented by the Mil-
waukee Repertory Theater.
www.jsonline.com/entertainment/
arts.

Since 2005, Ms. Bradshaw has had
a recurring role on “Law and Order:
SVU,” and holds numerous acting
credits on television and the stage.
She has worked with Julianna
Margulies on “The Good Wife” and
with Dennis Leary on the F/X show,
“Rescue Me.”

Ms. Bradshaw is a former Associate

Efrat Shapira Joins Staff of
NJWA Music Studio

WESTFIELD - Ted Schlosberg,
Founder and Executive Director of
the New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts, is pleased to announce that Efrat
Shapira, an accomplished
performer who will be
teaching violin, viola, pi-
ano and vocal music, has
joined the staff of the
Music Studio.

Ms. Shapira possesses
a wealth of professional
experience in the music
industry. A graduate of
both Indiana University
with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree and of the
University of Tennessee
with a Master of Music
degree, Ms. Shapira taught both pri-
vate and group instruction for the
past 15 years. She draws upon Suzuki,
American, Russian and contempo-

rary schools for music education and
includes technical development based
on the study of movement and tech-
nique, including the Alexander and

Feldenkrais techniques
and physiology and phys-
ics.

 In addition to teaching,
Ms. Shapira is an experi-
enced performer. She re-
cently completed the in-
ternational Broadway tour
of Oliver and has been the
concertmistress for several
Olivia Newton John con-
certs. She has also played
in numerous orchestras in
New York, Tennessee,
South Carolina, Indiana,

Kentucky and Israel, and is the
founder of JADE Quartet, an all-girl
string quartet that plays all types of
music, even jazz, with no arrange-
ments. They have recorded for such
notables as Ja Rule and Ashanti.

An arranger, composer and per-
former, Ms. Shapira’s experience
spans most genres of music such as
classical, jazz, country, R&B, gos-
pel, swing and musical theater. Her
credits include TV appearances, re-
cording soundtracks, and appear-
ances alongside various artists such
as Zubin Mehta, Kurt Mazur, David
Baker, Harry Whitaker, Joe
Magnarelli, Rusty Holloway, Charlie
Acuff, Mark O’Connor, Red Spyda,
and Bobbie Eakes.

The NJWA Music Studio provides
instrumental and vocal lessons to both
children and adults, in addition to
giving area musicians the opportu-
nity to play in its many bands, or-
chestras and ensembles, among the
NJWA Concert Band, NJWA Sum-
mer Symphony, Rockin’ Jazz Band,
International-American Alphorn So-
ciety Ensemble, Simply Strings and
the Saturday Matinee Orchestra.

For more information, visit the
NJWA Studios at 150-152 East Broad
Street, Westfield, phone (908) 789-
9696 or log on to the web at
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

Efrat Shapira

STORY TIME…Donned in pajamas, children at McKinley Elementary School
in Westfield enjoy listening to a story by Head Custodian Joe Hahn, one of several
guest readers at McKinley’s recent Family Reading Night. The reading night,
complete with milk and cookies, was a highlight of the school’s fall Scholastic
Book Fair.

SHARING TALENTS...Sophomore Theatre Arts students from the Union County
Academy For Performing Arts, part of the Union County Vocational Technical
School District, share their acting talents with the young students at the Wesley
Hall Performing Arts Club. Erica Ripperger of Westfield, pictured fourth from
left, and Kyra Morling of Fanwood, right, did acting exercises and performed
some short skits with the children during their visit.

Westfield Library to Mark
Charles Addams’ 100th

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library will present a pro-
gram on the 100th anniversary of
Charles Addams’ birth. It will take
place on Saturday, January 7, at
10:30 a.m. at the library, located at
550 East Broad Street.

Addams, a
Westfield native and
cartoonist with a par-
ticularly macabre
sense of humor, was
the creator of “The
Addams Family,” a
popular television
show of the 1960s.
Addams aficionado
Ron MacCloskey will
present the program on Addams’ cen-
tennial.

A Westfield native himself, Mr.
MacCloskey discovered at an early
age that he could draw and loved
cartooning. As a hobby, he fell in
love with monster movies, which
led to his enjoyment of “The Addams
Family.”

Mr. MacCloskey started collect-

ing memorabilia and now owns more
than 100 items. In 1991, when
Paramount’s The Addams Family
film came out, he approached the
town with the idea of doing some-
thing special to honor Mr. Addams.

Consequently, Mr.
MacCloskey founded
a scholarship, gave
multiple talks and had
the Addams house on
Elm Street in
Westfield declared a
historic landmark.

This program will
be free and open to
Westfield Memorial
Library and MURAL

cardholders. MURAL cardholders
belong to libraries that are part of
the Middlesex Union Reciprocal
Agreement Libraries. To find out if
a library participates, visit the
Westfield Memorial Library website,
wmlnj.org. To register for the pro-
gram, visit wmlnj.org and click on
the Online Calendar, or call (908)
789-4090, extension no. 7951.

Celebrity Soloists Join WSO
For New Year’s Eve Festivities

WESTFIELD - On Saturday,
December 31, at 7 p.m., the fully
professional Westfield Symphony
Orchestra (WSO) under the baton
of Maestro David Wroe
will present That’s
Entertainment, a revue
of the golden age of the
American musical
featuring four
outstanding soloists
direct from the
Broadway stage.

WSO welcomes so-
prano Sandra Joseph
who has performed for
millions during her ten-
year run as Christine
Daae in The Phantom of
the Opera. Sandra has
the distinct honor of
holding the record as the
longest-running leading
lady in Broadway’s
longest-running show.
She has also performed
with the acclaimed New
York City Opera and in
concert venues and re-
gional theaters across
the country and has fre-
quently been seen on TV
in Law and Order, One
Life to Live and As the
World Turns as well as
on many news and talk
shows.

WSO will also be
joined by dynamic and
versatile performer of
cabaret, theater and op-
era, mezzo-soprano
Minda Larsen who was
recently seen as the lead
roles of the Fairy Queen
in Iolanthe  and as
Rapunzel in
Rapunzarella White ,
both in New York City.

As a cabaret artist,
Minda has achieved
huge success off-Broad-
way and regionally in
cabaret festivals in Mi-
ami and Orlando. A featured head-
line entertainer on five-star cruise
liners, Minda has traveled to all
seven continents with her cabaret
shows.

The New Year’s Eve celebration
also features Peter Lockyer who, as
well as performing with symphony

orchestras across the country, has
played leading roles in some of
Broadway’s most popular shows:
Chris in Miss Saigon, Marius in the

10th Anniversary pro-
duction of Les
Miserables, Rodolfo in
Baz Luhrmann’s criti-
cally acclaimed produc-
tion of La Boheme. He
was also a longtime cast
member of Broadway’s
The Phantom of the Op-
era. Peter is also a tal-
ented actor and direc-
tor.

WSO is also excited
to welcome Maxime de
Toledo, an actor and
singer who has ap-
peared regularly on TV
in movies, as well as on
the New York stage.
Maxime has performed
many operatic roles
throughout the world
and recently made his
Metropolitan Opera de-
but as the Priest Inquisi-
tor in the new produc-
tion of Don Carlo.

An event for the
whole family, this
friendly cabaret–style
concert full of fun,
musical finesse and
virtuoso performances
is sure to delight young
and not so young alike.
With a 7 p.m. start and a
convenient Westfield
High School location,
the concert is a perfect
beginning to New
Year’s Eve revels.

The WSO recom-
mends that audience
members make reserva-
tions as soon as pos-
sible as tickets are sell-
ing fast and last year’s
concert was a sell-out.
Tickets in advance are
$40 for general admis-

sion and $70 for preferred seating
($45 and $75 at the door, if avail-
able). Tickets may be purchased on
line at www.westfieldsymphony.org
(where audience members can se-
lect seats, print tickets, and avoid
the $6 handling fee) or by calling
(908) 232-9400.

Sandra Joseph

Peter Lockyer

Minda Larsen

Maxime de Toledo

The Addams Family
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WAX OFFER
FOR FIRST  TIME GUEST

*

CALL NOW TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATION! 520 North Avenue Garwood, NJ 07027
(Across From Shop Rite)

www.waxcenter.com

*Ask For Details

908.789.1515

Virginia Garcia Presents...
Luxury New Homes For The New Year

Owned & operated by NRT LLC.One Of The Top 10 Agents In Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage’s #1 Office In The Metro New York Area!

Virginia Garcia
Sales Associate
Multi-Million Dollar Club • President’s Circle
NJAR® Circle Of Excellence, 2007-2010

Cell:   (201) 259-8291
Direct:  (908) 301-2030
garciavirg7@yahoo.com
www.virginiagarcia.net
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ

SO
LD
!

SO
LD
!

SO
LD
!

106 Arlington Road, Cranford $799,000 601 Norwood Drive, Westfield $1,049,000

9 Karen Terrace, Westfield $895,000 1738 Boulevard, Westfield $890,00080 Tamaques Way, Westfield $985,000

SO
LD
!

Photo courtesy of Leigh Mary Bannworth
OUI OUI…In early December, the Bannworth family of Westfield read The
Westfield Leader during a visit to the Christkindlmarkt in Strasbourg, France.

Courtesy of Bob Cozzolina
MERRY CHRISTMAS…Bob Cozzolina enjoys The Westfield Leader and sends
Season’s Greeting to all from Xiamen, China.

An Attitude of Gratitude
Makes the Holidays Bright

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HO, HO, HO…Santa paid a visit to Fanwood on Saturday and made stops at over
300 homes. Children could hear him riding around town on the Fanwood fire truck.

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD - As Christmas
quickly approaches, everyone is
out-and-about scrambling to get last
minute gifts, crowding stores and
roadways making even the simple
trip for one forgotten item a lengthy
lesson in patience. It seems funny
how “the most wonderful time of
the year” can easily become the
most stressful time of the year.

The hoopla associated with the
Christmas season, which now be-
gins at Halloween, starts with whirl-
wind shopping, overspending, over-
eating and the attitude of enough is
never enough.

I was beginning to dread the holi-
day as much as I have always
dreaded the cold when something
happened making me realize that
Christmas is not about the perfect
gift, but more about being grateful
for what we already have. Let’s
face it...compared to most we have
a lot.

This year, I began volunteering
as a Court Appointed Special Ad-
vocate (CASA), a role that requires
me to be the child’s voice in court
for children who are under the su-
pervision of the Division of Youth
and Family Services (DYFS) and
living mainly in foster care.

As I scrambled to buy a gift for a
child I was just beginning to get to
know, I meandered in and out of
stores looking for the perfect some-
thing for a child whose life had
been anything but. I finally decided
on a practical basket of toiletries

and a gift card.
I worried that my gift would not

be exactly what my CASA child
wanted, that she would turn her
nose up and respond sarcastically,
“Great...it’s what I’ve always
wanted,” especially since my own
kids provided me with fool-proof
links to all the items on their long
Christmas lists.

Little did I know it did not really
matter what I gave her. She would
have been happy with anything be-
cause the presents I came bearing
were for her and only her. Giving
my CASA the few gifts I brought
and watching her young face light
up with joy humbled me. For all she
did not have, she definitely had an
attitude of gratitude.

When you encounter someone
who has nothing, or has lost every-
thing including a place to call home,
it puts things into perspective.

This holiday, remember to be
grateful for all you have and be
generous to those not as fortunate.
Take it from me, gratitude opens
your heart as well as your eyes and
really puts things into perspective.

To learn more about CASA, or to
become a volunteer, visit
www.casaofunioncounty.org.
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l'ennemi du journaliste

Competition in Union County
appears to be getting tighter with
snarling Bears, Panthers, Cou-
gars and Tigers, along with Blue
Devils and Indians. The High-
landers graduated a lot but still
have strength. Injuries have al-
ready plagued several teams.

Westfield Blue Devils:
The Blue Devils graduated state

champion Christian Barber but
return all but two from the var-
sity lineup. It should be another
impressive season to rival its 16-
win season last year. Seniors
Troy Skibitsky and Luke Gibbons
(195) may be out for the season.

Competition Getting Much Tighter Among Many Teams
For Dominance in the Union County Wrestling Scene

Mike Kalimtzis (sr – 120):
UCT and two-time District 11
champ at 103. Second in Region.
NJSIAA qualifier. Finished 33-5.
Has 77-21 career record.

“He set his goals even higher.
He is stepping up as a leader on
this team.”

Ellis Opoku (sr – 138): Third
in UCT, Third in district. Won 2 in
Region. Finished 26-12

“He’s got a good gas tank, be-
cause he works hard. He under-
stands the equation of hard work
paying off.”

Nick Rotondo (jr – 132): Sec-
ond in District 11. Won 2 in Re-
gion 3. Finished 19-11

“He’s going to follow up a strong
sophomore year with an even
better junior year. The sky is the
limit for him.”

Colin Barber (jr – 152): Third
in district. Finished 22-12

“He’s really starting to mature.
He’s pushing himself. He is real
serious about the sport now.”

Kieran Cline (sr – 182): Third
in district. Finished 19-12

Look out for Kyle Kania (jr. –
hwt)

Roselle Park:
The Panthers still have a very

young but talented team and will
fill all the weight classes.

“We have good numbers, so
that’s always a plus. We’re young.

That’s a plus as well. We had a
very good off-season in various
duals throughout the state. That
provided us with the necessary

experience for our younger guys.
We have strong veteran leader-
ship with Vic Pozsonyi and
Brendon Leary. That coupled with
good work ethic will help the
underclassmen come along. It’s
not a sprint. It’s a marathon. By
the end of the year, we will be
hitting our stride,” Panther Head
Coach John Ranieri said.

Victor Pozsonyi (sr – 182):
District, UCT and Region 3 champ
at 171. Finished 36-3 and sev-
enth at AC.

“Vic comes from a very good
blood line. Vic is one of those role
model wrestlers in the classroom
and outside. It’s a privilege to
see how hard he works.”

John DeVito (jr – 113): Third
in UCT at 103 (2011) Finished
26-9

Brandon Leary (sr – 132):
Second in UCT (2011).

Phil Woods (so. – 160): Re-

gion qualifier at 135
Brearley Bears:

The Bears received some un-
fortunate news with the loss of
Anthony Rice (out for season with
a shoulder injury), but still re-
turn a competitive group.

“We graduated six very good
kids. Losing Anthony Rice is a big
blow to our team, but with the
nucleus that we have, I think we
can compete with just about any-
one. We will have measuring
sticks all the way along,” “Bear
Head Coach Scot Weaver said.

Nick Lospinoso (sr – 145):
UCT, District 11 champ at 140.
Finished 24-7.

“Nicky placed All-American at
the end of last year at Virginia
Beach. He has been heavily re-
cruited by some Division I pro-
grams.”

John Balboni (jr – 160): Dis-
trict 11 champ, third in Region 3
(AC qualifier) at 152 his fresh-
man year. Injured last year.

“Johnny is in shape, and he’s
healthy. The other day he was
wrestling with three state quali-
fiers, and he was taking it to all
three of them.”

Anthony Tancs (sr – 195):
Second in district. Finished 24-
14.

Joe Balboni (so – 170) &
Andrew Scarillo (jr – 152):
Look out for Mike Christian
(sr – Hwt):

Cranford Cougars:

The Cougars had two outstand-
ing seniors last year with Joe
Giaccio and Kyle Markovitch, who
both qualified for the state tour-
nament.

First year as the head coach Pat
Gorman, who had been the as-
sistant under Darren Torsone,
said, “From heavyweight all the
way down to [1]52 are kids, who
have already been in the lineup.
Fourteen of them are coming
from the football state champi-
onships, so these kids are hun-
gry for another successful sea-
son.”

J.P. Christiano (sr – 170):
UCT, District 11 and Region 3
champ at 160. Finished 35-4.

“He’s hungry to do better than
what he did last year. I foresee
him having an excellent year.”

Complete Union County
Wrestling story with “46”
individual photos in The

Westfield Leader newspaper

JP Christiano (170) Cranford Cougars

Ian Henry (126) Cranford Cougars

Jim Dwyer (152) Cranford Cougars

Cory Markovitch 160 Cranford Cougars CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Probitas Verus Honos
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Ian Henry (sr – 126): Took
third in UCT at 125. Second in
district at 125. Finished 22-15.

“We are looking for him to fin-
ish in the top at the districts.”

Jim Dwyer (jr – 152): Took
fourth in district that had three
NJSIAA qualifiers.

Cory Markovitch (jr – 160):
Second in district at 171 wres-
tling up two weight classes all
season.

“Jimmy has a great future here,
as does Cory Markovitch.”

Scotch Plains-Fanwood:
The Raiders have a new head

coach in TJ Gavor, but he is
definitely a familiar face since
he has been their assistant coach
for five years. The Raiders are
also a far more experienced
group than in the two previous
years.

Anthony Tufaro (jr –hwt):
Third in UCT. Second in District
11. Finished 34-8.

“He knows his competition in
the district and the region. We
certainly have high hopes.”

Sean Cannon (sr – 152): In-
jured the second half of last year.

“Sean is that wildcard wrestler,
who could upset anybody in the
state. He’s got all those funky
moves in his arsenal.”

Mike Steinfeld (sr – 145):
Third in UCT and District 11.
Finished 21-10

“Steinfeld has looked incred-
ible so far. His motor is second to
none.”

Dom Natale (so – 132):
Posted a 19-9 record at 130-lbs
last year.

“Dominic is sort of an old-school
throwback. Lace them up and
smack you in the mouth wres-
tler!”

The Raiders also have three
impressive freshmen in JT Beirne
(106), Tom Cunningham (113)
and Brian Lapham (126). Also
look out for seniors Andrew
Jacobs or Luke Mineo at 220-lbs.

A. L. Johnson Crusaders:
The Crusaders are in the devel-

opmental process of building a
team but do have a few veterans.
“We are still pulling people off
the football field. We are trying
to build a team, Head Coach Rick
Ortega said.

Kyle Mogensen (sr – 152):
“Kyle, one of our captains, had
20 wins for us last year.”

Mark Vinegra (sr – 160):
“Mark is another senior, who we
are looking for good things from
him.”

Sal Montouri (sr – 195): “Sal,
a third-year wrestler, has made
leaps and bounds from when he
started.”

Ed Olenick (jr – 220): Has
beefed up in muscularity.

Governor Livingston:
The Highlanders had a banner

season last year with a senior-
laden team with a good percent-
age of juniors.

According to Head Coach Rick
Iacono, “We are not going to be
bad and better than people think
despite graduating seven seniors.
People will be gunning for us,
which I like and that makes it
fun.”

Jonathan Mele (jr – 106/
113): UCT champ at 103. Dist.
12 champ. Fourth in Region 3.
Finished 32-4

Ryne Morrison (sr. – 113/
120): UCT champ at 112. Sec-
ond Dist. 12, Finished 26-8

Shane Haddad (jr – 170):
Third in UCT. District 12 champ.
Fourth in Region 3. Finished 28-
11

Zach Heissler (sr – 182):
Third in Dist. 12. Finished 26-11.

Tony Manganiello (sr – hwt):
“He is a solid heavyweight at
256-lbs.”

Keep and eye on sophomore
Ryan Hoy (132)

New Providence:
The Pioneers struggled last year

with a very young squad.
“This year, we filled all the

weights and considering our
tough conference, with this group
of very young kids, I would be
pleased with a 500-plus season,”
coach Gary Bremer said.

David Dinerman (sr – 126):
Third in UCT.

Carmine Boccellari (fr –
106): “Will make some noise.”

Steve Bremer (so – hwt):
Wrestled 215 last year.

Kevin Kourakos (sr – 132):
“Back from an injury. Shows a lot
of promise.”

Rahway Indians:
The Indians have a large room

and can fill all the weight classes.
“Rahway Head Coach Fred

Stueber said. “Numbers are good.
We have a lot of rookies. We do
have some experience in the
room and a handful of seniors,
who haven’t come out before but
are good athletes.”

Justin Becker (jr – 152):
Fourth in UCT (140). District 11
champ at 135. Finished 24-7

“Becker is probably the shining
star on the team. I think he’s
going to do some damage down
at the states.”

Franco Mejia (jr – 145):
“Franco is going to surprise some
people. Nobody knew who he
was until districts came around.”

Isaac Valentin (jr – 120):
Third in UCT. Second in District
11. Finished 19-9

“Isaac put in a good summer.
He looks like he’s going to do
some damage.”

Laziak Jones (Hwt): Third in
District 11. Finished 19-8.

“Laziak put on some weight. If
I can get him in good shape, he
will be a force in the county.”

Chris Chavez (so – 138):
“Chavez comes from a wrestling

family. I know he’s going to give
me some pins when I need them.”

Eric Melendez (sr – 103):
Third in District 11. Fifth in UCT.
Finished 15-14

“Melendez got real strong. He
is going to do OK.”

Tyler Zihlbauer (sr – 126):
“Tyler came back at a nice weight,
so I think he is going to be effec-
tive.”

Linden Tigers:
The Tigers finished 14-7 last

year and will be able to fill all the
weight classes. Head Coach An-
thony Reinoso said, “We are ac-
tually stronger in the lower
weights, especially now with the
weight classes. This class is spe-
cial. I came here four years ago.
They were eighth graders. I
coached them that year and they
were an undefeated middle
school team.”

Travis Foster (sr – 160): Sec-
ond in UCT and District 11. Third
in Region 3. NJSIAA qualifier.
Finished 31-8.

“He has unfinished business in
Atlantic City. His goal is the po-
dium. Anything short would be a
disappointment in his eyes.”

Nick Tekula (so – 103):
Fourth in UCT. Second in District
11. Finished 22-12

“He stopped his football career
to focus on wrestling. We think
he is going to have a special
season.”

Bob Clark (sr. – 195): Fin-
ished 16-9 last year.

Keep and eye on Sumir Burns
(sr – Hwt), Josh Sheehy (jr –
120) and Danny Tibere (jr – 132).

Union Farmers:
Head Coach Dino DeBellonia

has a roster of 62 wrestlers. Ac-
cording to Coach DeBellonia, “We
are pleased with two things. One
with the number of kids we were
able to get out. Most have never
wrestled before, but we pride
ourselves on taking a young kid
and developing him into a good

wrestler. Throughout the lineup
we have more experienced kids.”

Promising Farmers: Pat
Rangel (sr – 138), Steve Gibki
(jr – 170), Brian Homere (sr –
195), Kris Lewis (jr – hwt),
Jeremy Randolph (jr – 132),
Mike Zuena (jr – 145).

“That’s where our strength is
right now, in our heavier weights.
Chris Lewis had a decent season
last year. Brian Homere is very
athletic. Steve Gibki has really
dedicated himself to the sport.
Mike Zuena has been the varsity
lineup since his freshman year.”

Summit Hilltoppers:
The Hilltoppers are in their sec-

ond year at the varsity level, and
two of their wrestlers Nick Abbott
and AJ Iarussi left a mark.

“We have a whole bunch of
freshman lightweights at six
(106) and thirteen (113). Our
goal is to get Iarussi and Abbott
to AC, first and second in districts
and placing in counties. They
worked hard in summer,” said
Head Coach Eric Wachtel.

Anthony Iarussi (jr – 182/
195): Proved himself on the foot-
ball field and on the mats. Fourth
in UCT. Region 3 qualifier. Fin-
ished 24-5

Nick Abbott (jr – 171/182):
Fourth in UCT. Fourth in Region 3
at 130-lbs. Finished 23-8. Grew
a lot.

Others: Colum Dougherty
(so), Daniel Kennedy (jr)

Plainfield Cardinals:
The Cardinals had two under-

classmen, who qualified for the
Region 3 Tournament last year in
Nigel McPleasant (jr – 152) and
Josh Knight (jr – 220).

Elizabeth Minutemen:
The Minutemen had two wres-

tlers, who qualified for the Re-
gion 3 tournament last year.
Ezekiel Villafava (jr – 171): Third
in District 11, Dondre Floyd (jr. –
138): Second in District 11.

Probitas Verus Honos

Competition Much Tighter for Dominance in Union County Wrestling
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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FOOTBALL:
Offense (O), Defense (D)

Westfield – James O’Rourke (All-
UC, 1T D, All-G4 1T) Mike LaFace
(All-UC 1T D, All-G4 3T), Pete
Ondi (All-UC 2T O) Dan Bigelow
(All-UC 2T O), Nate Mitchell (All-
UC 3T O), Jon Gribbin (All-UC 3T
O), Pat Johnson (All-UC 2T D).
SPF Raiders – Anthony Byers
(All-UC 1T O, All-G3 2T), Matt
Jegede (All-UC 3T O), Andrew Miller
& Anthony Lettieri (All-UC 2T D),
Anthony Tufaro (All-UC 3T D).
Cranford – Reggie Green (All-
UC 1T O, All-G3 1T), Chris Folinusz
(All-UC 1T O, All-G3 3T), Ryan
Williamson & TJ Nichols (All-UC
3T O), Mike Klimek (All-UC 1T D,
All-G3 1T), Eric Garguilo (All-UC
1T D, All-G3 2T), Nick Diaz (All-
UC 3T D)

BOYS SOCCER:
Westfield – Henry Smith (All-
UC 1T, All-G4 3T), Shane Kronick
(All-UC 2T)
SPF Raiders – Travis Cortes
(All-UC 1T & Player of Year,
All-G3 1T, All-State 3T), Colin
Stripling & Dan McMillan (All-UC
1T, All-G3 1T), Andrew Leischner
(All-UC 1T, All-G3 2T), Vinnie
Bianco (All-UC 1T, All-G3 3T),
Billy Babis & Mike Daly (All-UC
2T), Ryan McKenna (All-UC 3T).
Cranford – George El-Khoury
(All-UC 2T).

GIRLS SOCCER:
Westfield – Mercedes Smith &
Karli Sottung (All-UC 1T), Vicky
Gagliano & Jess Kenny (All-UC
2T).
SPF Raiders – Christy Monroy
(All-UC 1T & Player of the
Year, All-G3 1T, All-State 3T),
Sarah Vanbuskirk (All-UC 1T, All-
G3 2T), Christine Miklas (All-UC
1T, All-G3 3T), Erin Pierce & Leah
Salituro (All-UC 2T), Avia Shadmi
(All-UC 3T).
Cranford – Madison Savulich
(All-UC 3T).

GYMNASTICS:
NORTH SECTION 2:
Westfield – Abby Cook (All-
Around, Vault, Unevens, Floor)
SPF Raiders – Alex Peluso (Bal-
ance Beam)
Cranford – Mary Kate Walch
(Gymnast of the Year, All
events), Alex Puryear (All events)

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETES OF THE WEEK…Gavin Murray, a freshman on the
varsity wrestling team, won his first high school tournament at Princeton High
School this past weekend, beating two state qualifiers. Morgan Miller, a senior
captain on the girls’ varsity basketball team led the Cougars to victory in their
home opener this past Friday with 15 points, 6 rebounds, 6 assists and 6 steals.
She was also recently named the NJ News 12 Scholar Athlete of the Week.

Rahway Boys Down
Cougar Cagers, 65-51
Three Indians hit in double fig-

ures as the Rahway High School
boys basketball team defeated
Cranford, 65-51, in Rahway on
December 16. Hakeem Kornegay,
Chad Gayle and Aaron Peters
sank 14, 13 and 12 points, re-
spectively for the 1-0 Indians.
Kurt Rutmayer led the Cougars
with 15 points, Stephan
Fevorchak pumped in 14 points
and Sean Babos had nine points.
Cranford 12 13   8 18 51
Rahway 19 20 13 13 65

Lady Cougars Crush
Oak Knoll, 55-37

The Cranford High School girls
basketball team defeated Oak
Knoll, 55-37, in Cranford on De-
cember 16. Senior forward Mor-
gan Miller sank 15 points, includ-
ing a pair of 3-pointers, while
adding six rebounds, six assists
and six steals for the 1-0 Cou-
gars. Center Katie McGovern and
Jenna Goeller (3 three-pointers)
each had 14 points, while Jess
McCoy had six points and seven
rebounds. Mairead McKeary had
six points.
Oak Knoll 10   3 10 14 37
Cranford 15 13   9 18 55

Local Athletes Receiving All-Union County, All-Group, All-State Honors:
All-Union County (All-UC & number), All-Group (All-G & number)

X-COUNTRY BOYS:
Westfield – Jack Leahy (All-UC
1T & Runner of Year, All-State
& All-G4 1T), John Kirna & Matt
Luppino (All-UC 1T, All-G4 3T),
David Carville & Kevin Smith (All-
UC 1T), Evan Tarlow (All-UC 2T).

SPF – Jon Kirby (All-UC 3T)
Cranford – Elias Howard (All-UC
2T), Tom Feeney & Mike
Zanfardino (All-UC 3T).

X-COUNTRY GIRLS:
Westfield – Johanna Mermer
(All-UC 1T), Danielle Grimes,
Gabby Stravach & Alana Basil
(All-UC 3T).
SPF Raiders – Grace Kelly (All-
UC 2T)
Cranford – Megan Byrnes & Katia
Oltmann (All-UC 2T)

VOLLEYBALL:
Westfield – Grace Antonelli (All-
UC 1T, All-G4 3T), Morgan Bowen
(All-UC 2T)
SPF Raiders – Delaney Reimers
(All-UC 3T)
Cranford – Kathryn Ahern (All-
UC 2T)
Union Catholic – Julie Monroy

(All-UC 1T & Player of the
Year, All-State 1T), Annyssa
Herlihy (All-UC 1T, All-Non-Pub-
lic 1T), Lauren Faria (All-UC 2T,
All-Non-Public 2T), Kim Esguerra
(All-UC 2T, All-Non-Public 3T),
Krystyna Maciejak (All-UC 3T).

FIELD HOCKEY:
Westfield – Kelly Gray (All-UC
2T)
Cranford – Maria Guarisco (All-
UC 2T, All-G3 3T), Erica Faraone
(All-UC 3T)

GIRLS TENNIS:
Westfield – Elizabeth Cusick &
Julia Criscuolo (All-UC 1T & All-
G4 2T doubles), Marilyn Kowalski
(All-UC 1T singles), Samantha
Hindes (All-UC 3T)
SPF Raiders – Lindsey Wilkinson
& Hannah Nizri (All-UC 3T
doubles)David B. Corbin (Cougar Invitational file) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NORTH 2 GYMNAST OF THE YEAR…Cougar Mary Kate Walch

Cougar
Snacks
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Giants/Washington Game – December 18 – By Jim O’Connor NJ Sport Pics wwwnjsportpics.com

More on next page
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NEW MEMBER...Melinda Ayala, Class of 2011, was sworn in as the Student
Representative to the Union County College Board of Trustees at a recent
meeting. Pictured, left to right, are: Margaret McMenamin, President of Union
County College; Vic Richel, Chairman of the Union County College Board of
Trustees; Melinda Ayala; and Michael Horn, Board General Counsel.

CRANFORD – Melinda Ayala,
Class of 2011, was sworn in as
the Student Representative to
the Union County College Board

of Trustees at the Annual Reor-
ganization meeting on Novem-
ber 29, 2011. The meeting was
held at the College’s Cranford
campus. As the Student Body
Representative, Ayala will serve
on the board for one year. The
position of Student Representa-
tive was created by state law.
Ayala will also serve as a mem-
ber of the Board’s Educational
Planning and Policy Committee.

Ayala is a resident of Eliza-
beth and graduated from the
College with her Associate in
Science degree in May. She is
currently enrolled at Rutgers
University in Newark and is pur-
suing a bachelor’s degree in
International Business. The
mother of two, she enjoys play-
ing sports with her teenage chil-
dren and volunteers in her com-
munity. While a student at
Union, Ayala served as Presi-

Retirement Dinner Set
For Rev. Roy De Leo
GARWOOD – Msgr. John M.

Walsh Council 5437 Garwood
Knights of Columbus will hold a
retirement dinner for their Coun-
cil Chaplain, the Reverend Roy J.
De Leo, on Saturday, January 7,
at 7 p.m. It will take place at their
council hall, located at 37 South
Avenue in Garwood. Honored
guests from the Menlo Park Dis-
abled Veterans Home will be
among those in attendance.

The prime rib dinner tickets are
$25 per person, $40 per couple,
and include beer, wine and soda.
Tickets can be purchased at the
council hall (opposite PathMark)
after 4 p.m. on weekdays and
after 1 p.m. on weekends. Park-
ing is available behind the coun-
cil hall off Willow Avenue (turn at
Marty Shoes). For further infor-
mation, call the Garwood Knights
at (908) 789-9809.

Calvary Lutheran Presents
Christmas Service Schedule
CRANFORD – The Calvary

Lutheran Church, located at 108
Eastman Street in Cranford, in-
vites the community to cel-
ebrate the joy of Christmas at
services designed for all ages
on Christmas Eve and Christ-
mas Day.

The Reverend Carol Lindsay,
Calvary’s pastor, will preside
and preach at all services. Mu-
sic will be under the leadership
of Jeanne Elmuccio, organist and
choir director, and Jennifer
Gaskins, youth music leader.

Three opportunities for family
worship will be presented this
Saturday, December 24, start-
ing with a young children’s
Christmas Eve service at 5 p.m.
This service will include simple

carols, the telling of the Christ-
mas story and the placing of the
nativity figures by some of the
children.

The 7 p.m. Family Service of
Holy Communion will feature
seasonal music provided by the
Children’s Choir and the SPIRYT
(Singers, Players, Instrumen-
talists, Ringers Youth Team)
Choir.

The 10 p.m. Candlelight Ser-
vice of Holy Communion will in-
clude seasonal anthems and car-
ols by the Calvary Choir, accom-
panied by organ, trumpet, flute,
violin and bassoon.

A Festival Service of Holy Com-
munion with seasonal music will
be celebrated this Sunday,
Christmas Day, December 25,
at 10:30 a.m.

On the two Sundays following
Christmas, January 1 and Janu-
ary 8, Calvary will offer a single
worship service with Holy Com-
munion at 10:30 a.m. The
church will return to its regular
Sunday worship schedule of
8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. on
January 15.

Calvary Lutheran Church is a
member congregation of the
New Jersey Synod of the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in
America, serving the Cranford-
Westfield area and surrounding
communities for 83 years.

Cranford/Garwood/Area NewsAyala Appointed Student Representative at UCC
dent of Chi Alpha Epsilon, was a
member of the Psi Beta Honors
Society, and the Women’s Lead-
ership Club. For relaxation, she
enjoys reading and writing po-
etry.

Union County College is a com-
prehensive community college
serving approximately 35,000
credit and non-credit students.
It is committed to serving the
higher educational needs of
Union County. The College has
an open admissions policy for
both transfer and career pro-
grams and is dedicated to the
fundamental values of public
higher education. The first of
New Jersey’s 19 community col-
leges, Union County College pro-
vides opportunities for higher
education for people of diverse
ethnic, racial, cultural, educa-
tional and socioeconomic back-
grounds in a multi-campus set-
ting. The College has campuses
located in Cranford, Elizabeth,
and Plainfield. For more infor-
mation, visit www.ucc.edu.

AzureMasada Lodge
Names 2012 Officers
CRANFORD – AzureMasada

Lodge 22 Free and Accepted Ma-
sons in Cranford will begin the
2012 year with a new slate of
officers. Leading the lodge into
the new year will be elected offic-
ers Philip Donnelly, Worshipful
Master; David Mercado, Jr., Se-
nior Warden; John Dziedzic, Jun-
ior Warden; Joseph Aviles, Jr.,
Treasurer; James Damm, Assis-
tant Treasurer; James Foster,
Secretary, and Brendon Schlitt,
Assistant Secretary.

Additionally, the following are
the appointed officers for the
ensuing year: Joel Bittinger, Se-
nior Deacon; Michael Andersen,
Junior Deacon; Ziad A. Balech,
Senior Master of Ceremonies;
Mathew Poirier, Junior Master of
Ceremonies; William Anderson,
Senior Steward; Scott Wolfe,
Junior Steward; Ryan Moy, Chap-
lain; Tyrus McNeil, Marshall; Jo-
seph Yachnik, Tyler; Daniel
Wachtel, Organist, and Robert
Peterson, Historian.

AzureMasada Lodge, founded
in 1874, with over 400 mem-
bers, is one of approximately
140 Masonic Lodges in New Jer-
sey. AzureMasada Lodge spon-
sors various fund-raising events
to support its multiple charitable
projects. Additionally, the lodge
actively participates in various
community events.

The Masons meet the first and
third Mondays of each month at
the Masonic Lodge at 478 South
Avenue in Cranford. For more
information about the Free and
Accepted Masons and member-
ship, contact Philip Donnelly at
(908) 789-0813 or
pad57@comcast.net.

Probitas Verus Honos
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