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Presbyterian Church Plans
Services For Christmas

WESTFIELD – The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, located at 140
Mountain Avenue, is inviting the
public to enjoy the Christmas sea-
son with its congregation through
various events and services.

Three Christmas Eve services will
be presented this Saturday, Decem-
ber 24. The Family Worship Service
at 5 p.m. will showcase the music of
the Cherub and Joyful Sound Choirs
and costumed children will recreate
the scene in Bethlehem. The 8 and
11 p.m. Candlelight Services, led by
the Reverend Ray Roberts, senior
pastor, will feature the Chancel Choir
under the direction of Kathleen
Connolly, interim director of music

and organist. A musical prelude for
each of the later services will begin
a half hour before the candlelight
programs.

An informal 10 a.m. Christmas Day
service will be held on Sunday, De-
cember 25, in the Chapel of The
Presbyterian Church and will high-
light the joy of the day with congre-
gational singing of Christmas carols.

All events are free and open to the
public and will be held in the his-
toric church sanctuary. For more in-
formation on these or any other
events and services during the Christ-
mas season, call the church office at
(908) 233-0301 or visit the church
website, westfieldpc.org.

Calvary Lutheran Presents
Christmas Service Schedule
CRANFORD – The Calvary

Lutheran Church, located at 108
Eastman Street in Cranford, invites
the community to celebrate the joy
of Christmas at services designed
for all ages on Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day.

The Reverend Carol Lindsay,

Calvary’s pastor, will preside and
preach at all services. Music will be
under the leadership of Jeanne
Elmuccio, organist and choir direc-
tor, and Jennifer Gaskins, youth mu-
sic leader.

Three opportunities for family
worship will be presented this Sat-
urday, December 24, starting with a
young children’s Christmas Eve ser-
vice at 5 p.m. This service will
include simple carols, the telling of
the Christmas story and the placing
of the nativity figures by some of
the children.

The 7 p.m. Family Service of
Holy Communion will feature sea-
sonal music provided by the
Children’s Choir and the SPIRYT
(Singers, Players, Instrumentalists,
Ringers Youth Team) Choir.

The 10 p.m. Candlelight Service of
Holy Communion will include sea-
sonal anthems and carols by the Cal-
vary Choir, accompanied by organ,
trumpet, flute, violin and bassoon.

A Festival Service of Holy Com-
munion with seasonal music will be
celebrated this Sunday, Christmas
Day, December 25, at 10:30 a.m.

On the two Sundays following
Christmas, January 1 and January
8, Calvary will offer a single wor-
ship service with Holy Commun-
ion at 10:30 a.m. The church will
return to its regular Sunday wor-
ship schedule of 8:30 a.m. and 10:30
a.m. on January 15.

Calvary Lutheran Church is a
member congregation of the New
Jersey Synod of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, serv-
ing the Cranford-Westfield area and
surrounding communities for 83
years.

MOUNTAINSIDE – Oasis-
Church-NJ.com, a new contempo-
rary Christian church, will celebrate
its Christmas Eve service on Satur-
day, December 24, at 5 p.m. at 1180
Spruce Drive in Mountainside.

While Oasis services typically fea-
ture contemporary Christian music,
participants also will sing traditional
Christmas carols during the candle-
light service.

According to Pastor David Butler,
a heartfelt message will take a Bibli-
cal but relevant look at how the birth
of Jesus more than 2,000 years ago
can positively impact one’s everyday
life and outlook today.

“I think people want to know what
Jesus means for them today. Why
does He matter? Amidst the hustle
and bustle and bright lights of the
Christmas season, it’s so easy to lose
sight of the real reason behind our
celebration of Christmas, and what
that personally means for our ability

to enjoy life to the fullest here on
Earth. We hope to help answer some
of those questions during Christmas
Eve,” said Pastor Butler.

According to Pastor Butler, the
Oasis Christmas Eve service also will
provide a “fun, uplifting time for
those who have been looking for more
in life, and going through loneliness
in the holiday season.”

Oasis partners with multiple chari-
table organizations in the area that
help the poor and less fortunate.
Therefore, the church requests that
those who come to Oasis during these
next few weeks bring along non-
perishable food items to be distrib-
uted to those in need.

For more information or directions,
call Pastor Butler at (732) 406-7821
or go to Oasis-Church-NJ.com.

SHOWTIME! …Local performers lent their talents to a December 11 show at
Congregation Beth Israel, benefiting The Emmanuel Cancer Foundation and the
synagogue, both in Scotch Plains. Pictured, left to right, are: Top row, Amy
Toporek, Jack Skowron, Greta Polonitza, Benji Schwartz, Gila Glassel, Geoff
Ko, Aidan Hughes, Alex Ying, Alex Laitamaki and Eric Mikalauskas, and bottom
row, Hannah Bard, Allison Hecht, Isabelle Smelkinson, Laurie Woog, Rebecca
Skowron, Hannah Margolin and Hannah Goldring.

Talent Show Benefits
Synagogue and ECF
SCOTCH PLAINS – Congrega-

tion Beth Israel and The Emmanuel
Cancer Foundation collaborated to
host a talent show on December 11 at
the synagogue. Proceeds from the
show will benefit The Emmanuel
Cancer Foundation – a non-profit
organization that provides emotional
and material support to New Jersey’s
children with cancer and their fami-
lies – and Congregation Beth Israel,
both in Scotch Plains.

Seventeen performers of all ages
from the synagogue and the commu-
nity volunteered their time to show-
case their talents at the event. Money
was raised through ticket sales and a
silent auction. This marked the fourth
time that Congregation Beth Israel
and The Emmanuel Cancer Founda-
tion sponsored a joint fundraiser.

“The talent show was a real feel-
good event,” said Davida Berkowitz,
executive director of Congregation
Beth Israel. “It was great to be able to
provide a venue for so many gifted
musicians and singers to perform,
and the audience loved watching their
acts. And everyone felt especially
good because, when we team up with
The Emmanuel Cancer Foundation,
we know that we are helping a great
cause.”

MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY HANUKKAH

Bottom row - Peter J. Chemidlin, President; Fred J. Chemidlin, Jr., CEO; Joseph P. Chemidlin, VP
Middle row - Emmy Salerno, Diana Cilluffo, Steve Goldberg, Darraugh A.Valli, Matthew P. Chemidlin

Top Row - Edna Trujillo, Patricia Renner
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“FAMILY MATTERS”

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of
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Worship
God’s Love Calls Us to

 
CCelebrate Christmas at 

The Parish Community of St. Helen 
This Christmas, join The Parish Community of Saint Helen as we get back 

to the basics of the season and discover how Christmas can still renew 
our hope for our lives today and for the future!  

  
Give yourself a gift this year and join us! 

 
Christmas Eve 

Saturday, December 24 
Carols will precede all Christmas Liturgies 
3:45 pm ~ Children's Liturgy in the Church 

3:45pm ~ Liturgy in Meaney Hall Gym 
5:30 pm ~ Liturgy in the Church 

5:30 pm ~ Liturgy in Meaney Hall Gym 
7:30 pm ~ Liturgy in the Church 
9:30 pm ~ Liturgy in the Church 

12:00 am ~ Midnight Liturgy in the Church 
 

Christmas Day 
 Sunday,  December 25th    

9:15 am, 10:45 am, and 12:15 pm.   
All Christmas Day Liturgies are in the Church 

 
1600 Rahway Ave, Westfield (908)232-1214 

www.sainthelen.org 

YMCA Offers Children Fun
During Winter School Break
SCOTCH PLAINS – Children in

kindergarten to fourth grade are in-
vited to participate in the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA’s Vacation
Day Full Day of Fun program dur-
ing the school winter break. It will
take place at the YMCA, located at

1340 Martine Avenue in Scotch
Plains.

The program will begin on Mon-
day, December 26, with Artist Studio
day, when participants will be able to
help the Y staff make a mural or clay
project or even show off their talents
with play dough.

Science Spectacular day will take
place on Tuesday, December 27. This
fun-filled day of science will feature
hands-on activities ranging from
cooking a delicious edible science
project to learning how to make a
tornado in a bottle.

Animal Awareness day is set for
Wednesday, December 28. Children
will be able to learn about animals
from all over the world and enjoy a
show from “Lizard Guys” with real
live animals to see and touch.

Wacky Wild Challenge day will be
held on Thursday, December 29. Par-
ticipants will get to throw a pie at a
counselor and get messy while help-
ing their team win the ultimate team
challenge. Children will participate
in various team activities including
gymnastics and swimming.

A New Years Party is scheduled
for Friday, December 30. Children
will count down to the new year with
a lunch-time celebration including
appetizers, apple cider toast and a
pizza lunch.

To register or find out about pricing
for Vacation Fun Days, call the Mem-
ber Service Desk at (908) 889-8880.
For membership or program informa-
tion, or to request a schedule of classes,
call the YMCA at (908) 889-8880 or
visit fanwoodscotchplainsymca.org.
Financial assistance is available for
those who qualify.

Celebrate Christmas at

First Congregational Church

Christmas Eve

December 24
Children’s Pageant, 5 p.m.

Candlelight Service of

Lessons & Carols, 10 p.m.

Christmas Day

December 25, 10 a.m.
Worship Celebration in

Scripture, Song and Story

Visitors are Always Welcome!

First Congregational Church

125 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ   (908) 233-2494

www.fccofwestfield.org

Member, the United Church of Christ.

The sanctuary is accessible by a wheelchair ramp.

Infrared listening devices are available

for the hearing impaired.

Oasis Church to Offer
Christmas Eve Service

www.goleader.com

FCC Posts Services
Celebrating Christmas

WESTFIELD – The First Con-
gregational Church invites visitors
to celebrate Christmas with services
on Saturday, December 24, and
Sunday, December 25, in the sanc-
tuary at 125 Elmer Street in
Westfield.

Christmas Eve services will be-
gin at 5 p.m. with the annual
children’s pageant. This year’s pag-
eant, entitled “One Night in
Bethlehem,” is an original produc-
tion about the Christmas story told
from the perspective of each of the
participants, including the shep-
herds, wisemen, angels and census
taker.

At 10 p.m., there will be a tradi-
tional candlelight service of les-
sons and carols.

A family-style worship celebra-
tion on December 25 at 10 a.m. will
feature scripture readings as well as
an old-fashion Carol Sing.

The First Congregational Church
is a member of the United Church
of Christ. The sanctuary is acces-
sible by a wheelchair ramp and
offers infrared listening devices for
the hearing-impaired. For additional
information, call (908) 233-2494
or visit fccofwestfield.org.


