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POLICE BLOTTER

Registration to Start Jan. 3
For Spring Riding Lessons

MOUNTAINSIDE – Union
County’s Watchung Stable is prepar-
ing for the start of a new season of
horseback riding lessons that will be-
gin on Friday, March 16. Registration
will open on Tuesday, January 3, and
will continue until classes are full.

“Horseback riding in the Watchung
Reservation is a real treat,” said Union
County Freeholder Chairwoman
Deborah Scanlon. “Our lesson pro-
gram at Watchung Stable is a great
way to learn how to ride. The riding
program has been in existence since
1935 and I am pleased to say that more
than 40,000 girls and boys have par-
ticipated in this wonderful activity.”

The cost to participate is $231 for
Union County residents for 10 classes,
and $324 for out-of-county participants.
Uniforms and helmets are required and
must be provided at the rider’s ex-
pense. Forms, fees and proof of age for
new riders must be submitted in person
at Watchung Stable, located at 1160
Summit Lane in Mountainside. Regis-
tration hours are 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. daily.

All applicants for riding lessons

must be age 9 or older. Class and troop
assignments are based upon riding
ability as determined by the Stable
management. Applicants with previ-
ous experience may be asked to dem-
onstrate their riding ability in order to
be placed in the appropriate group.

Classes will be held Tuesdays
through Saturdays. The Spring Troop
program will last for 10 weeks begin-
ning March 16, and will culminate
with the Spring Troop Horse Show.

Watchung Stable also will offer
adult lessons, for people age 18 and
older, beginning Sunday, March 18.
Eight-ride class sessions for adults
are available on Sunday afternoons
at 12:45 p.m. and on Tuesday morn-
ings at 10 a.m.

For more details and to obtain reg-
istration materials, call (908) 789-3665
or e-mail stablequestions@ucnj.org.

WESTFIELD – The Fiction
Book Club will  meet at  the
Westfield Memorial Library on
Wednesday, January 11, at 7 p.m.
to discuss “An Object of Beauty”
by Steve Martin. The library is
located at 550 East Broad Street.

According to Publishers Weekly,
“Martin compresses the wild and
crazy end of the millennium and
finds in this piercing novel a sar-
donic morality tale. Lacey Yeager
is an ambitious young art dealer
who uses everything at her disposal
to advance in the world of the high-
end art trade in New York City.

“After cutting her teeth at
Sotheby’s, she manipulates her
way up through Barton Talley’s
gallery of ‘Very Expensive Paint-
ings,’ sleeping with patrons, and
dodging and indulging in ques-
tionable deals, possible felonies,
and general skeeviness until she
opens her own gallery in Chelsea.

“Narrated by Lacey’s journalist
friend, Daniel Franks, whose droll
voice is a remarkable stand-in for
Martin’s own, the world is ordered
and knowable, blindly barreling
onward until 9/11. And while

Lacey and the art she peddles sur-
vive, the wealth and prestige gar-
nered by greed do not. Martin (an
art collector himself) is an astute
miniaturist as he exposes the sound
and fury of the rarified Manhattan
art world.

“If Shopgirl was about the ab-
sence of purpose, this book is about
the absence of a moral compass,
not just in the life of an adventur-
ess but for an entire era.”

The book club is free and open
to Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that
are part of the Middlesex Union
Reciprocal Agreement Libraries.
To see if a library participates,
check the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary website, wmlnj.org. To reg-
ister  for  the program, visi t
wmlnj.org and click on the Online
Calendar, or call (908) 789-4090,
extension no. 7951.

Furniture Assist: How Does
It Work in Helping Needy?
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All donations are received at a
Self-Storage Depot in Kenilworth,
where Furniture Assist rents stor-
age sheds. Drop-off hours are Sun-
day from 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. In
this three-and-a-half-hour period of
time, we have between 40 and 80-
plus drop-offs. Furniture Assist vol-
unteers greet donors, assist in com-
pleting tax-deduction receipts and
help to unload vehicles. Donations
are sorted into temporary sheds as
they arrive. On Mondays, these
items are inspected and sorted by
type and category and moved by a
team of volunteers into appropriate
storage sheds (with sheds holding
categories like “beds,” “lamps,”
“toys” or “books,” “desks,”
“couches”). Throughout the week,
newly donated items are sorted as
they arrive.

On Sundays, we can accept nearly
unlimited donations that are
dropped off at the storage depot.
Currently we are able to pick up
only eight to 10 households of do-
nated furniture each week. With
each pickup, we request a donation
of $40 towards truck rental, insur-
ance and gasoline. Most of the do-
nated items remain in our sheds for
only a few days, reflecting the need

for the service that Furniture Assist
provides.

On Sundays from 1 to 3 p.m. we
hold an “open house” distribution
for pre-scheduled and pre-screened
clients. At their appointment, cli-
ents come to select furnishings and
other items. Clients are responsible
for bringing helpers to carry items
to their vehicles and for transport-
ing their items home. Our current
resources allow us to assist approxi-
mately 30 clients each week. We
currently have a waiting list of three
to four months. Since we currently
receive 60 to 90 requests each week,
we are actively seeking to expand
our outreach.

Furniture Assist appreciates the
generosity of individuals, commu-
nity organizations and public and
private foundations in Westfield and
the surrounding areas. Donations
of items and volunteers are also
very much appreciated. By writing
these articles, we hope to increase
understanding of how Furniture
Assist works and to illustrate how
volunteer help is so important in all
aspects of our organization.

* * *
This article is number two in a

series of three articles. Please see
our other articles and visit our
website, furnitureassist.com, for in-
formation on donating or volun-
teering.

GOLDEN GIFT…Hannah Bass dedicated her Girl Scout Gold Award project to
Homefirst – Interfaith Housing and Family Services in Plainfield, designing,
building and donating bookshelves for the agency. Additionally, more than 200
books were collected and donated to the Homefirst library. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Max White, project mentor; LaQuanna Walker, Homefirst coordina-
tor of Transitional Housing; Hannah, and Gregory Reeze, Homefirst Volunteer
Services coordinator.

Hannah Bass Achieves
Girl Scout Gold Award

WESTFIELD – Hannah Bass, a
senior at Westfield High School, re-
cently completed her requirements
for her Girl Scout Gold Award, the
highest award in Girl Scouting. She
is the daughter of Jacqueline and
Jonathon Bass.

For her Gold Award Project, Hannah
designed, built and donated book-
shelves to Homefirst – Interfaith Hous-
ing and Family Services in Plainfield.
More than 200 books were collected
and donated to the Homefirst library.

To achieve the Girl Scout Gold
Award, girls must undertake rigorous

leadership projects that require com-
mitting a minimum of 65 hours to the
planning, implementation and
completion of their project.

The project portion of the award
challenges the girls to venture out
into the community and address the
root cause of an issue. Gold Award
candidates use community resources
to create something that will have a
lasting impact long after the project
is completed.

Approximately 6 percent of Girl
Scout Seniors and Ambassadors na-
tionwide earn the Gold Award.
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AzureMasada Lodge
Names 2012 Officers
CRANFORD – AzureMasada

Lodge 22 Free and Accepted Masons
in Cranford will begin the 2012 year
with a new slate of officers. Leading
the lodge into the new year will be
elected officers Philip Donnelly, Wor-
shipful Master; David Mercado, Jr.,
Senior Warden; John Dziedzic, Junior
Warden; Joseph Aviles, Jr., Treasurer;
James Damm, Assistant Treasurer;
James Foster, Secretary, and Brendon
Schlitt, Assistant Secretary.

Additionally, the following are the
appointed officers for the ensuing
year: Joel Bittinger, Senior Deacon;
Michael Andersen, Junior Deacon;
Ziad A. Balech, Senior Master of
Ceremonies; Mathew Poirier, Junior
Master of Ceremonies; William
Anderson, Senior Steward; Scott
Wolfe, Junior Steward; Ryan Moy,
Chaplain; Tyrus McNeil, Marshall;
Joseph Yachnik, Tyler; Daniel
Wachtel, Organist, and Robert
Peterson, Historian.

AzureMasada Lodge, founded in
1874, with over 400 members, is one of
approximately 140 Masonic Lodges in
New Jersey. AzureMasada Lodge spon-
sors various fund-raising events to sup-
port its multiple charitable projects.
Additionally, the lodge actively par-
ticipates in various community events.

The Masons meet the first and third
Mondays of each month at the Ma-
sonic Lodge at 478 South Avenue in
Cranford. For more information about
the Free and Accepted Masons and
membership, contact Philip Donnelly
at (908) 789-0813 or
pad57@comcast.net.

Scotch Plains Man Charged
With Receiving Stolen ATM
AREA – Two suspects found to be

in possession of a stolen ATM ma-
chine were arraigned after being ar-
rested December 16 by Essex County
Sheriff’s officers, authorities con-
firmed.

Officers on routine patrol at
Weequahic Park spotted a 2011
Chrysler Town and Country van il-
legally parked near the Route 22
service road.

In the immediate vicinity of the
van, the officers observed a male
suspect dumping a large black plas-
tic bag on the edge of the Weequahic
Park lake, while a female suspect
was seen placing another large black
plastic bag into the rear of the ve-
hicle.

When the sheriff’s officers ap-
proached the van, they observed a
damaged ATM machine protruding
from the bag in the van. In the pas-
senger compartment of the van, the
officers observed three clear glass
stems, most commonly used to
smoke “crack” cocaine, and $1,750
in U.S. currency, which was in a

plastic coffee cup.
The plastic bag by the lake was

found to contain parts of the ATM
machine that had been broken off.

The officers arrested Michael
Mortarulo, 48, of Scotch Plains, and
his estranged wife, Lorrie Mortarulo,
44, of Flemington.

The two suspects were charged
with receiving stolen property and
possession of drug paraphernalia.
Authorities also discovered an open
warrant had been issued by the
Garfield Municipal Court for Lorrie
Mortarulo for receiving stolen prop-
erty.

A follow-up investigation revealed
that the ATM machine had been sto-
len from a delicatessen on Route 31
in Flemington at 3 a.m. on Decem-
ber 15 after the store’s front door
was kicked in, according to Essex
County Sheriff Armando Fontoura.

At the arraignment, Judge Roslyn
Holmes-Grant set bail for the two
suspects at $65,000 each. Both are
lodged at the Essex County Correc-
tional Facility.

HOLIDAY GIFTS…4-H Sewing Club member Moenika Chowdhury, right,
helps Reyya Kocagil to make a decorative flowerpot at the recent Union County
4-H Holiday Gift Night. Both girls are residents of Westfield. Gift Night is an
annual event open to all children in Union County. For information on the Sewing
Club and many other Union County 4-H clubs and activities for children, contact
4-H Agent James Nichnadowicz at the Rutgers Cooperative Extension of Union
County offices at (908) 654-9854 or nichnadowicz@njaes.rutgers.edu.

Westfield
Monday, December 19, approxi-

mately $4,400 worth of jewelry
was reported stolen from a resi-
dence on Stoneleigh Park some-
time during the previous two
weeks.

Scotch Plains
Monday, December 12, a resi-

dent of Haven Avenue reported that
sometime during the night some-
one stole her motor vehicle, which
was parked in her driveway.

Tuesday, December 13, a resi-
dent of Pine Street reported that
someone used his credit card and
made several hundred dollars in
purchases without his authoriza-
tion.

Wednesday, December 14, a resi-
dent of Terrill Road reported that a
friend has been posting negative
comments about her on Facebook.

Wednesday, December 14, a resi-
dent of West Broad Street reported
that someone took a package, val-
ued at approximately $140, off of
his front porch. The package con-
tained a gift he had ordered.

Thursday, December 15, a stu-
dent at Union Catholic High School
reported that sometime during the
day someone removed his back-
pack, valued at approximately
$120, which he had left in an un-
locked locker in the locker room.

Thursday, December 15, Jason
Paszkowski, 23, of Scotch Plains
was arrested and charged with ille-
gal possession of prescription
drugs after a motor vehicle stop on
Union Avenue. He was transported
to police headquarters, processed
and released.

Friday, December 16, Beau Lia,
21, of Fanwood was arrested after
a motor vehicle stop on East Sec-
ond Street on an outstanding $418
warrant issued by the Scotch Plains
Court. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters, processed and
released.

Sunday, December 18, Gilsen
Osores, 44, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle stop
on Willow Avenue on an outstand-
ing $244 warrant issued by the
Westfield Court. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Sunday, December 18, Jose
Parras-Ponce, 35, of Rahway was
arrested and charged with driving
while intoxicated after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Martine Avenue. Af-
ter failing multiple field sobriety
tests, he was transported to police
headquarters, processed and re-
leased.

Fanwood
Wednesday, December 14, Nicole

Villanti, 31, of Rahway was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on
Woodland Avenue on an active war-
rant out of Rahway. She was pro-
cessed, posted bail and released.

Thursday, December 15, Daniel
Kalisky, 29, of Fanwood was ar-

rested after an officer responded to
a suspicious occupied parked mo-
tor vehicle on St. Johns Place, at
which time it was discovered there
was an active warrant out of Eliza-
beth for the suspect. He was pro-
cessed, posted bail and released.

Friday, December 16, Beau Lia,
21, of Fanwood was arrested on an
active warrant out of Scotch Plains
after police received a report of a
suspicious person behind busi-
nesses on the 200 block of South
Avenue. He was processed and
turned over to the Scotch Plains
Police Department.

Sunday, December 18, Mariela
Lopez, 43, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested on an active warrant out of
Elizabeth after a motor vehicle stop
at South Avenue and Old South
Avenue West. She was processed,
posted bail and released.

Monday, December 19, Alhaji
Savage, 36, of Piscataway was ar-
rested on an active warrant out of
Little Egg Harbor after a motor
vehicle stop at South Avenue and
Fourth Street. He was processed
and released by the Little Egg Har-
bor Court.

Tuesday, December 20, a resi-
dent reported that he locked his
bicycle at the south-side train sta-
tion, and when he returned, the
bicycle was missing. It appeared
that the cable that secured the bi-
cycle had been cut. The bicycle,
valued at approximately $400, is
described as a gray-colored moun-
tain bike with black seat and grips.

Mountainside
Friday, December 16, a resident

of Central Avenue reported that
sometime overnight someone dam-
aged her motor vehicle. According
to police, all four tires were
slashed, the sunroof was smashed,
there was a dent in the rear passen-
ger-side door and a dent in the
hood and the rear window was
smashed.

Saturday, December 17, police
responded to Globe Avenue on a
report that someone was lighting
bushes on fire. According to po-
lice, the suspect stated that he was
trying to destroy a bush located on
his company’s property. The fire
department responded to the scene
and put out the fire.

Sunday, December 18, a resi-
dent came into police headquar-
ters to report that her credit card
company had notified her that
someone was making unauthorized
purchases on her credit card. Ac-
cording to police, multiple charges
were made at a gas station in Illi-
nois. The victim was advised to
close the account, which she did.

Monday, December 19, an indi-
vidual came into police headquar-
ters to report that he lost his driver’s
license at work. According to po-
lice, the Department of Motor Ve-
hicles advised the individual to no-
tify police.

Book Club Set to Discuss
‘An Object of Beauty’


