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Personal Injury Lawyer

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

JON BRAMNICK
AT T O R N E Y  AT  L A W

May all your wishes come true 
this wondrous season. 
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Joyous holiday 
wishes to  
you and your 
family …

from your good neighbor.

1101450 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ  07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

908-377-6761
522 Central Avenue, Westfield  Showroom

www.craftsmankarl.com

Complete Kitchen Remodeling ...

For Every Budget!

Joe
knows
Cars...

PARK GROVE AUTO BODY

NJ license # ABR03373A  •  Joe & Meme Binko Proprietors

Call us first...one phone call does it all

Joe: 908-447-2190   Shop: 800-834-6582

with any insurance claim…$350.00 value
Free Complete Auto Detailing

Joe 14 years old 1973

... A Different Kind of Body Shop

·24 Hour Towing

·Licensed to work for ALL insurance companies

·Free Pick Up and Delivery

Rosann & Leo L., Westfield

Heres what our Customers are saying
"What can I say? This is how the story goes. We

smash car. We call Joe. Joe picks up car. Joe handles
insurance company. Joe fixes car. Joe delivers car

better than new. For real! Works for us."

Bauer: Moving School
Elections to Nov. Could

Bring Politics into Equation
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Moving school
elections to November could have nega-
tive consequences, one Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education (BOE)
member said last week.

Board member Nancy Bauer, speak-
ing at the end of last Thursday’s agenda-
setting meeting, updated her colleagues
about a meeting of the Garden State Coa-
lition of Schools’ Board of Trustees.
Scotch Plains is represented as a member
community; in addition to Ms. Bauer,
Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Hayes attended the session.

Ms. Bauer said there is a “lot of con-
cern” that during the current lame-duck
session of the State Legislature, impor-
tant education bills could be fast-tracked.

Of primary concern, she said, is bill A-
4360/ S-3128; that would move school
elections to November and eliminate a
vote on school budgets, provided they fall
within the state-mandated 2-percent cap.

While noting that there are advantages
to such a voting procedure – namely,
larger turnout – Ms. Bauer had a “personal
concern” about the proposed measure.

“We’re very fortunate here in Scotch
Plains-Fanwood to have an apolitical
board,” she said. “There are many school
districts in New Jersey that are run by a
party.” She said in such places the focus
of school board meetings is not always on
children. Instead, politics gets lumped
into board discussions and the decision-
making process.

“My personal fear is that if elections are
moved to November, more and more school
boards – hopefully not ours – would be
drawn into the whole political process of
elections in November,” Ms. Bauer said.

Another bill of “great concern” to her
would change the tenure procedure and the
process by which teachers are evaluated.
According to the text of bill S-2925, the
current tenure system, in which teachers
and principals are eligible to receive ten-
ure after three years, would be altered. In
its place, a teacher would be eligible to
receive tenure “after the employee re-
ceives a rating of ‘effective’ in each of
three consecutive annual evaluations, with
the first effective rating being received
on or after the completion of the second
year of employment.” In addition to eligi-
bility being pushed back until after a mini-
mum of four years, a teacher would have to
complete a mentorship program in his or
her first year.

The bill also “empowers” a principal,
“in consultation with school-improvement
panels established under the bill, [to] have
sole authority to appoint or remove an
employee in the position of teacher, assis-
tant principal, or vice-principal. Any ac-
tion taken by a principal to appoint or
remove an employee will not be subject to
approval by either the superintendent of
schools or the board of education.”

“The real problem,” Ms. Bauer said,
would be that the changes would take
superintendents and boards of education
“out of the business of determining who’s

retained in-district; it would happen on a
school level with principals and peers.”

Among other hot topics in education,
Ms. Bauer said the lame-duck session might
produce a vote on the Opportunity Scholar-
ship Act, which she believes will pass.

State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21,
Westfield) is the primary Republican spon-
sor of the Act, with Democratic State Sena-
tor Ray Lesniak (D-20, Elizabeth) serving
as the bill’s primary overall sponsor.

The Act focuses on allowing low-in-
come students a way out of
underperforming schools; it hopes to ac-
complish this by offering scholarships of
up to $12,000 to these students, allowing
them to attend other public or private
schools. To fund the vouchers, corporate
contributions would be allowed. In re-
turn, the corporations would then receive
matching tax credits.

In other business, Board President Trip
Whitehouse discussed a letter sent by
Fred Lange, the local representative of a
non-profit group, Courage to Connect,
that seeks the full merger of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood. The BOE will appoint two
commissioners, one from both commu-
nities, to represent it at future discussions
between the municipalities.

Mr. Whitehouse said, “Because your
typical merger discussion involves
schools as well, all local governing bod-
ies are required to appoint commission-
ers, or representatives, so that everyone’s
interests are at the table…We’ll certainly
reach out [to], and hopefully approve,
commissioners who will be diligent and
there for all the right reasons. In our
particular case, the interest of the school
district in this discussion [is] somewhat
moot because we’re already combined.”

Scotch Plains and Fanwood will be re-
quired to appoint representatives as well.
Three Scotch Plains-Fanwood teachers at-
tended the meeting to give instructional
updates on their programs. Their appear-
ances coincided with a vote this week on
approving three programs-of-study changes
in the 2012-13 school year. These include
changes to Algebra I – the Academic Course,
Social Studies – Introduction to Psychol-
ogy Course and a Mandarin II Course.
After hearing updates on the three offer-
ings, Mr. Whitehouse said he was encour-
aged that the courses would help make
students “lifelong learners” and “open up
avenues of opportunity for them.”

In particular, he was “thrilled” to hear
of the success of the Mandarin I class
being taken by about 35 juniors and se-
niors. The students have excelled through
a variety of strategies and hands-on exer-
cises. They use song and rhyme, along
with engaging conversations, to learn
Mandarin, said World Language Super-
visor Linda Materna.

The goal, she said, was to add a non-
Western language for upperclassmen and
gauge students’ interest. She said the course
has attracted, and challenged, many high-
performing students. Next year, she hopes
to open up the course to sophomores while
providing Mandarin II for juniors who
wish to continue their studies.

Hearing on Union Catholic
Netting to Continue Jan. 26

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Zoning Board of Adjustment, on
Monday evening, held a third round of
hearings on the application of Union
Catholic Regional High School, located
at 1600 Martine Avenue, to erect an
elaborate netting system in an effort to
stop foul balls from landing in the yards
of the neighbors whose properties abut
the playing field.

Rajul and Sachin Shah, of 6 Dutch
Lane, whose property abuts the field,
were granted an injunction, against bat-
ting at the field, in June, by state Superior
Court Judge John Malone of Union
County. The Shah’s are represented by
Marc Rogoff of Woodbridge while the
school is represented by William Butler
of Westfield.

The almost four-hour hearing was
dominated by the testimony of David
Tanner, of Valley Springs, Calif., who,
along with Carlos Bayard, a ballistics
expert from California, designed the net-
ting system.

Mr. Tanner further stated that he was
hired by Darin Phil, of Suburban Engi-
neering Consultants of Mount Arlington,
whose firm reconfigured the school’s
baseball diamond and installed the artifi-
cial turf baseball field and running track.
The cost of that project was approxi-
mately $2 million, Mr. Butler said. Mr.
Phil, who testified at the two previous
hearings, is recovering from surgery and
was unable to attend the meeting.

Mr. Tanner then stated that in design-
ing the netting system, the focus was on
safety. Mr. Butler asked Mr. Tanner if the
netting system would stop foul balls. Mr.
Tanner relied that it would stop the high-
est balls, but no netting system designed
could contain every ball, but it would
stop 90percent of the balls.

The netting system would be supported
by 10 poles of varying heights the tallest,
110 feet high, would be placed adjacent
to the first and third base lines, 35 feet
from the property line. This netting would
contain a baseball at the projected height
of 107 feet. Mr. Tanner stated that several
variables to consider, such as the speed
and arc of the ball. He then described the
horizontal netting system to be used above
and behind home plate to be supported by
40-foot poles. Mr. Tanner said this sys-
tem would prevent pop ups from leaving
the field. He said that the calculations for
the whole system were based on the speed
of the ball to be traveling at 96 m.p.h.

Mr. Tanner testified as to the strength
of the galvanized poles, which would be
embedded in the ground by a three-foot
wide concrete base. The poles themselves
would be two foot wide and taper toward
the top as to be more esthtetically pleas-
ing. In describing the system of cabling
which would be used to support the net-
ting, Mr. Tanner said it would be like a
guitar string, taut. The netting would also
be taut and not that visible from a dis-
tance. He showed a sample of the mesh
netting, which resembled a large fish net.
Mr. Butler distributed picture of Mari-
ners Field, in Seattle, Wash, to the board
to illustrate the visual affect of the net-

ting.
Mr. Tanner stated that landscaping or

trees would not stop the balls from exit-
ing the field. Board planner Mary Moody
asked if trees could be used to cover the
base of the poles and eventually grow and
hide the poles. Mr. Tanner responded
that the trees would have to be trimmed at
to not interfere with the netting.

Board member Richard Druthie asked
Mr. Tanner to explain about how wind,
ball speed, the pitch and trajectory affects
of a baseball. He also asked what kind of
bat the calculating was based on. Mr.
Tanner responded that the calculations
were based on a composite bat. Mr.
Druthie also asked how long the netting
would last. Mr. Tanner responded that
the netting would last 10 years and then
have to be replaced.

Board member Tim Livolsi asked Mr.
Tanner questions about the horizontal
trajectory of the ball and the position of
the poles. He asked if Mr. Tanner consid-
ered other options like lowering the net-
ting. Mr. Tanner said that by lowering the
poles it would not be affective and it
would stop a lower percentage of foul
balls and not justify the cost of the project
which is estimated to be $250,000.

The board did not vote on the vari-
ances on Thursday. The session ended
shortly after 11 p.m., with Mr. Butler
unable to call a second witness, varsity
basketball and baseball coach James
Regan, who is also the school’s vice-
principal. Mr. Butler said time is a con-
sideration, and he is concerned about the
school being able to prepare for the com-
ing baseball season.

Time also did not permit Mr. Rogoff to
call Richard Lapinski, of Woodbridge,
who is a real estate appraiser and expert.
Mr. Butler asked the board to hold a
special meeting in January to continue
the hearing. The board agreed to meet on
Thursday, January 26, 2012, at 7:30 p.m.

NJTV Board Elects
 New Trustees

NEWARK – In its first Board of Trust-
ees meeting last Friday, Public Media NJ,
Inc., operator of NJTV, New Jersey’s
new public television network, elected
five new members to its Board of Trust-
ees.

They are: Bernard “Bernie” Flynn, has
president and CEO of New Jersey Manu-
facturers Insurance Company; Edward
Graham, chairman, president and CEO
of South Jersey Industries and president
and CEO of South Jersey Gas Co.; Randall
Mehrberg, president of PSEG Energy
Holdings; Brenda Ross-Dulan, execu-
tive vice-president and regional presi-
dent for Wells Fargo’s southern N.J re-
gion, and Gary Wingens, chairman and
CEO of Lowenstein Sandler.

Additionally, the roles of two existing
board members were elevated at the
meeting as Josh Weston, former chair-
man of ADP, was elected chairman of the
board and Liz Thomas, former member
of the Public Broadcasting Authority of
New Jersey and principal at Thomas Boyd
Communications, was elected vice-chair.

FW Redevelopment Efforts
Continue With Approval

Of South Ave. Subdivision
By MICHAEL POLLACK

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD – A simple subdivision
approval will allow other dominos to
drop, as Fanwood’s redevelopment ef-
forts reach a new phase.

The borough’s planning board voted
unanimously on Monday night to allow
the subdivision of properties along South
and LaGrande Avenues. Now, the bor-
ough and the downtown developer, Elite
Properties, will be permitted to partition
off the South Avenue frontage of Block
64 into three separate pieces. Elite owns
the middle lot, 5, which is the former
Sovereign Bank site; here, it can move
forward with building residential and
commercial properties.

In addition, the vote allows for the
subdivision of the rear parking lot, along
LaGrande Avenue, where Elite plans to
build two-story residential properties.

Outgoing planning board Chairman
Kevin Boris, who will join the borough
council on January 1, called Monday’s
approval a “prelude” to furthering rede-
velopment efforts along South and
Martine Avenues. Fanwood Mayor Col-
leen Mahr told The Westfield Leader and
The Times she now sees the “light at the
end of the tunnel, and it will be something
that the town will benefit from for gen-
erations to come...The vibrant downtown
is in our sights now.”

Elite Properties is now negotiating with
the borough, trying to acquire the two
parcels the borough owns on either side
of the former Sovereign bank, lots 4 and
6, along South Avenue.

As part of an eventual property “swap,”
the borough will sell the frontage of the
former Livingston Wilbor site, lot 6, along
South Avenue, to Elite. In return, the
borough will receive the rear of lot 5, to
use for parking.

A few years back, Fanwood had a
specific vision of a revitalized down-

town. It began by the borough purchas-
ing the Livingston Wilbor site. That site,
she said, was suited for light-industrial
use and “had no place” in Fanwood’s
future. Fanwood’s goal, she said, was to
intervene after no one stepped forward to
purchase Livingston Wilbor.

“We wanted to lay hands on the property
and hold it until the right time, so the vision
could be completed...None of this would
have ever been possible if we had a light-
industrial use still sitting there,” she said.

If all goes according to plan, the
borough’s existing parking lot behind the
stores on Martine Avenue will be perma-
nently closed. In its place will be a pedes-
trian plaza.

“I think this is really the next turning
point for the advancement of the redevel-
opment goal,” the mayor told The Leader
and The Times after the meeting. “The
idea is that ultimately, the frontage of
South Avenue will be fully developed
and consistent. All the stores will be right
up on South Avenue. At the same time,
we needed to make sure we can provide
parking to make all of this actually work,”
the mayor said.

The mayor said Elite owns a “signifi-
cant” part of what Fanwood “ultimately
wants,” which is the back of the bank
property. The subdivision approved on
Monday will pave the way for Elite to
keep and develop the frontage while even-
tually “swapping” the back to the bor-
ough.

“Tonight, as mundane as simple as it
was, was another big leap toward finaliz-
ing the vision,” she said. She estimated
that in 2012, the borough would see
movement on the rest of the South Av-
enue parcels.

Planning-board member Daniel Zucker
said after the board’s vote that the subdi-
vision, and all subsequent resulting ac-
tions, will “greatly enhance the down-
town development plan.”

SP Bans Parking on Cedar
Brook; Donnelly Named Capt.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The township
council wrapped up its 2012 business on
Tuesday by passing a parking ordinance
that will prohibit parking on Cedar Brook
Road. Deputy Mayor Mary DePaola ex-
plained at the council’s regular meeting
that the restrictions were being enacted
“in the interest of the safety of students”
walking to and from nearby Brunner El-
ementary School.

Since the summer, the council has been
discussing the parking situation not only
Cedar Brook Road, but also on nearby
Homestead Terrace with the police de-
partment and parents who drop off and
pick up their children at the school. A
move to restrict parking on Homestead
Terrace during school days was met with
protests by parents who complained that
it would result in increased congestion on
other streets. The Cedar Brook Road or-
dinance will eliminate all parking on
both sides of that street between 8 a.m.
and 4 p.m. on school days.

The council also approved an ordi-
nance revising upward the various fees
and charges imposed for use of township
recreation facilities. Mrs. DePaola said
the recreation commission periodically
requests the council to update the fees,
which range from membership at Scotch
Hills Country Club, rental of the facility’s
clubhouse, use of parks for picnics,
ballfield rentals and mini-golf rates.

In other business, Township Manager
Chris Marion said the Department of
Public Works hopes to complete its leaf
collection program by the end of next
week. And he said the Oak Ridge Sports-
men Association would conduct the an-
nual deer hunt in the Ashbrook Reserva-
tion beginning on or about January 7.
Residents living in the neighborhood will
receive formal written notification and
details about the program from Union
County before the deer reduction effort
gets underway.

When questioned by a resident as to
why there was no live nativity scene
outside the municipal building, as has
been the tradition in recent years, Mr.
Marion said he had a “number of con-
cerns” regarding the live animals and was
unable to adequately address them this
year given the township’s focus in recent
weeks on cleaning up not only from the
August hurricane, but also from the de-
bris caused by the October 30 snow-
storm. He said a committee is being formed

to look at the nativity scene for next year.
At its final meeting of the year, the

council gave its assent to the 2012 budget
for the Senior Housing Corp., which has
been plagued in recent years by financial
difficulties. As a result, the council also
approved a resolution on Tuesday autho-
rizing payment of $89,597 to cover the
corporation’s budget deficiency. When
questioned why a private entity needed the
backing of the municipal government,
Mayor Nancy Malool said that, according
to the documents creating the corporation
back in the 1990s, the guarantor of the
entity’s bonds is the township, meaning
that nay deficiencies in its finances must
be made up by the township.

The mayor also addressed several other
issues, including the announcement that
the sale of the financially-troubled
Shackamaxon Country Club to New Jersey
Golf, operator of Forgate Country club in
Monroe Township, had been formally com-
pleted last Friday. And the mayor said the
annual Mayor’s Gala on December 3 raised
nearly $8,000 for local charities.

At the start of the council’s 90-minute
meeting, Lientenant Brian Donnelly was
promoted to the rank of captain, a move
that Mayor Malool called “long over-
due.” Police Chief Brian Mahoney said
Capt. Donnelly, who joined the police
department in 1988, would serve as “my
right-hand man.”

The council will hold its annual reor-
ganization meeting on Tuesday, January
3, at 8 p.m.

FW to Reorganize
Jan. 1 at Borough Hall

FANWOOD — The Borough of
Fanwood will hold its annual reorganization
meeting on Sunday, January 1 at noon in the
Council Chambers of the Borough Hall,
located at 75 North Martine Avenue in
Fanwood. After being sworn in to her third
mayoral term, Mayor Colleen Mahr will
deliver the “State of Fanwood” address.

Russell Huegel, who has been re-
elected to a second term, and Kevin Boris,
newly elected, will be sworn in as
councilpersons. A reception will be held
at The Chelsea at Fanwood, an assisted
living facility located at 295 South Av-
enue immediately following the meeting.

Editor’s Note
Editor’s Note: The Union County Free-

holders meeting story from December 15
will be published in the December 29 issue.


