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Your  friends  at  Allstate  wish  you  the  best
this  holiday  season  and  look  forward  to
serving you in 2012.

Ron Bansky
(908) 301-0711
 
519 South Ave West
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com

Happy Holidays From
Our Good Hands®

To Yours.

Insurance subject to availability and qualifications. Allstate New Jersey Insurance Company, Bridgewater,
New Jersey.  © 2010 Allstate Insurance Company.

The Angels came, the Shepherds came, the Wise men came, 
WILL YOU COME? We invite you this Christmas to worship HIM with us. 
St. Bartholomew the Apostle Church 
Very Rev. John J. Paladino, Pastor/Dean 

2032 Westfield Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076 
www.stbartholomewchurch.org 

(908) 322-5192 

MASS SCHEDULE 
    Christmas Eve   Christmas Day 

            3:30 pm, 5:30 pm,                         7:30 am, 9:00 am, 
       7:30 pm, 12:00 Midnight                   10:30 am, 12 Noon   

significantly lower than initially estimated.
The mayor said the township’s auditors
had found that the amount of available
surplus totaled about $58,000, versus the
earlier estimation of about $1 million.

County
The Board of Chosen Freeholders hired

Rink Management Corporation of
Mechanicsville, Va., at $17,800, to per-
form a feasibility study for building a
new ice-skating rink at Oak Ridge Park in
Clark.

Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi
told county freeholders that the cost for
the 2012 Presidential Primary Election
could be reduced if pending legislation to
move the date back to June becomes law.

The Freeholders approved an ordinance
that would enable non-unionized county
employees to receive lifetime health ben-
efits upon retirement in exchange for not
receiving pay increases the past few years.
Finance Director Larry Caroselli esti-
mated that the ordinance would impact
between 600 and 700 workers. The pro-
gram followed one that had been avail-
able for years to union members such as
county corrections officers and law en-
forcement.

Freeholder Nancy Ward of Westfield
announced she would not seek a third
term, citing increasing professional de-
mands and family obligations.

The Freeholders awarded a $3.5-mil-
lion contract to Suffern, N.Y.-based Turco
Golf, Inc. for improvements at the former
Ponderosa Farm in Scotch Plains, a 23-
acre property the county purchased for
$10 million in 2003.

Region
Roselle Mayor Garrett Smith, 49, was

indicted by a Union County grand jury
for insurance fraud. He also was charged
with filing a false police report and was
accused of leaving the scene of an acci-

dent after hitting a parked car at 2 a.m. on
Locust Avenue in Roselle on December
25, 2010.

Rep. Lance addressed an audience of
nearly three dozen people who came
mostly to discuss the economy and last
year’s hotly debated healthcare bill. The
second-term congressman spoke to his
constituents in a town hall-style setting at
the Scotch Plains Municipal Building.
He framed his discussion around the major
issues that the 112th Congress is tack-
ling, including 9-percent unemployment
and the $14-trillion national debt.

The former president and chief execu-
tive officer of the Charlie Brown’s res-
taurants, Russell D’Anton, 50, of
Manasquan, was sentenced to 24 months
in prison for conspiring to defraud the
company by accepting more than $1 mil-
lion in kickbacks in exchange for award-
ing contracts to vendors.

The RVSA voiced its concerns over a
trio of pending bills in Trenton, which
would implement new procedures for
dissolving authorities, give mayors the
right to veto authority minutes and pro-
vide new requirements on open public
meetings.

MARCH
Westfield

The Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion (DWC) board of directors had pro-
posed a budget increase of almost
$21,000, the first budget hike on prop-
erty owners within the downtown special
improvement district in six years. The
proposed budget was $411,321, repre-
senting an increase of 4.9 percent over
last year’s spending plan of $390,573.

State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21,
Westfield) announced that the cell tower
that had been proposed by T-Mobile for
the National Guard Armory property on
Rahway Avenue “is effectively dead.” T-
Mobile had proposed constructing a 15-

foot-high tower on the state-owned prop-
erty.

Local engineer Kenneth Disko, 47, of
Mountainside was charged by the attor-
ney general’s office with a bid-rigging
and kickback scheme spanning 2001 to
2010 as the contracted engineer or engi-
neer/architect on record for the Westfield,
Tinton Falls and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school districts. Also indicted were
Westfield School Business Administra-
tor and Board Secretary Robert Berman,
55, of South Plainfield; John Sangiuliano,
56, of Scotch Plains, co-owner of Metro-
politan Metal Window Company of
Fanwood; Martin W. Starr, 44, of
Cliffwood Beach, owner of Starr Con-
tracting, and Stephen M. Gallagher, 50,
of Cliffwood Beach, owner of East Com-
mercial Construction and Tara Construc-
tion.

The BOE served M. Disko Associates
with legal notice to sever all contracts
with the firm. The Westfield district also
severed ties with Metropolitan Metal
Window Company.

The BOE appointed Vincent Yaniro as
interim business administrator following
the suspension of Mr. Berman.

The town council unanimously ap-
proved the $37,040,243 municipal bud-
get on first reading. The average assessed
home of $184,000 would see an increase
of $115 for the year.

Members of the town council and the
BOE held a joint meeting at Westfield
High School (WHS), conducted by traf-
fic expert Gordon Meth, to discuss park-
ing, traffic and safety issues in the area of
WHS. BOE President Julia Walker told
the crowd of approximately 75 that the
board had done some preliminary data
gathering by sending a survey to parents
and students about their driving habits,
and “it became clear that we needed to
bring in an expert.”

In an 8-to-1 vote, members of the BOE
passed the 2011-2012 school budget of
$91,868,298, with board member
Mitchell Slater casting the lone dissent-
ing vote. A total of $85.9 million would
be raised in taxes, of which $83.4 million
was for operating expenses. The tax levy
would increase 1.3 percent over the cur-
rent year, equating to an increase of
$1,169,091, which was within the state’s
newly mandated 2-percent cap on operat-
ing budgets. Homeowners would see a
$171 tax increase on an average assessed
home of $184,000.

Mayor Andrew Skibitsky announced
that Town Attorney Robert Cockren
would retire effective April 1, following
25 years of employment with the town, in
order to focus more on his work with the
law firm of SNR Denton. The council
passed a resolution appointing Russell
Finestein as his successor. Mr. Finestein
was hired on a retainer of $36,000.

County
Union County Freeholders voted 9-0 to

adopt an ordinance to approve a 22-year
extension, through 2045, on the county’s
lease with Covanta Energy for operation
of the county’s garbage incinerator in
Rahway. Those towns that signed contract
extensions with the UCUA would see a
$12-per-ton tipping-fee reduction.

Union County held the eighth of its
sponsored shared-services summits in the
new Academy for Performing Arts Center
on the Vocational-Technical Schools cam-
pus on Raritan Road in Scotch Plains. The
summits were aimed at developing new
programs to improve public services and
cut costs. All 21 municipalities in the
county were represented at the event, in-
cluding both department heads and, for
the first time, elected officials. One hun-
dred elected officials attended.

Bibi Taylor of East Orange, a former
municipal finance director in Plainfield
and Dover, was named Union County’s
new finance department director.

Union County Manager George
Devanney unveiled the 2011 executive
budget of $485 million, of which $293
million would be raised in taxes, an in-
crease of $16 million.

Scotch Plains
The Scotch Plains Township Council

approved a resolution labeling the

Shackamaxon Country Club property as
well as several municipal properties as
Areas in Need of Rehabilitation, a desig-
nation that Mayor Nancy Malool said
allows the municipal government to con-
trol what gets built on the property in
future years. Deputy Mayor Mary DePaola
called the designation an “insurance
policy” against overdevelopment.

The township council approved an or-
dinance that revises permitted uses in the
business zone and cleared the way for The
Newmark School, a special-needs school,
to be based at the former Verizon building
at 1000 Cellar Avenue.

The council appointed, by a 4-1 vote,
Pinnacle Risk Solutions as the township’s
risk management consultant for 2011.
Councilman Kevin Glover voted “no;” a
month earlier, he had raised questions
about what he said was Pinnacle’s lack of
experience in risk management.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE un-
veiled the district’s new global education
curriculum that incorporates world lan-
guages, global literature and technology.
It was reported that the new program
would bring “global media” to the stu-
dents and allow them to communicate
with other students in other parts of the
world.

After receiving an increase of $770,000
in state aid, the BOE voted unanimously to
pass a tentative budget that returned
$420,000 of that amount to the public in
the form of tax relief. A measure presented
by board member Donald Parisi would
have returned $623,703 of the $770,000
to taxpayers, but did not receive the neces-
sary five votes from the board. With only
eight members present, the measure ended
in a 4-4 stalemate and was thus defeated.

Donald Parisi reported that $770,000
had been received in state aid with
$423,000 “dedicated for tax relief.” He
stated that the balance would be used “to
support four modular classrooms for Park
Middle School.”

The BOE unanimously passed a pro-
posed 2011-2012 budget of $80.3 million,
of which $76.9 million was for operating
expenses. A total of $73.6 million would
be raised in local taxes.

A Scotch Plains home assessed at
$122,700 would see an increase of $64
increase in school taxes, while Fanwood
taxpayers would see a decrease in taxes of
$151 per an average assessed home of
$84,536. Mr. Parisi noted that the total tax
levy proposed for Scotch Plains would be
$58,752,547, while Fanwood would see a
tax levy of $16,932,647.

The Scotch Plains Management Corp.
(SPMC) planned to sponsor a new and
exotic car show in September that would
run much of the length of East Second
Street and feature mostly state-of-the-art
cars such as electric and hybrid vehicles.

A report completed by consultant Jer-
sey Professional Management of Cranford
estimated savings of $1.5 million if Scotch
Plains and Fanwood merged their police
and public works departments. Mayor
Malool estimated that even if all the report’s
recommendations were realized, the sav-
ings for taxpayers would only be around
$100.

The board of education proposed stu-
dent-activity fees, and a $540 per-student
fee for bus service for children living less
than two miles from their school.

Fanwood
The borough’s planning board gave

preliminary approval for a plan to build a
structure at the intersection of Martine and
South Avenues to be used as a mixed-use
building, with retail on the ground floor
and apartments above.

Mayor Mahr and Police Chief Richard
Trigo announced that the Fanwood Police
Department would be the first in New
Jersey to utilize an innovative new safety
mask called Readi Mask. The disposable
masks, costing approximately $2.95 each,
provide the department with easy-to-use
respiratory protection.

Garwood
The school board addressed the issue of

vandalism at Garwood’s Washington
School, with Russell Graham, chairman
of the board of education’s Buildings and
Grounds Committee, saying “we started
looking into installing surveillance cam-
eras, or just putting up a chain-link fence.”

A heated back-and-forth discussion
ensued at the March 8 borough council CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
NAMESAKE...On April 23, the Westfield High School (WHS) baseball field on
Rahway Avenue was renamed the Bob Brewster, Sr. Memorial Field in honor of
Westfield baseball’s biggest supporter and fan. Family, friends and the WHS
baseball team braved the elements to attend the dedication ceremony.
meeting when frustrated residents asked
Mayor Quattrocchi why three members of
the committee for the athletic field, who
also were involved in the Little League
program, recently were let go.

The mayor announced that there were
four new residents on the board who she
had selected who would help come up
with a new building plan that would cost
less.

Region
School aid to Union County’s 21 mu-

nicipalities increased $13.7 million to
$502.1 million for the 2011-2012 school
year. The state restored $250 million of
the $800 million it slashed last year state-
wide. Locally, Westfield’s aid jumped
$845,448 to $1.3 million after the district’s
aid plummeted $4.2 million in 2010. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood received an increase of
$769,352 to $1.4 million after its state
funding was cut $3.9 million last year.

Mountainside-based CB Holding Corp.
sought bankruptcy court approval to sell
the remaining 20 Charlie Brown’s restau-
rants, including Scotch Plains and
Millburn, to New York City-based
Praesidian Capital for $5.2 million.

APRIL
Westfield

A late-night fire at the Hamilton House
apartment complex on Mountain Avenue
critically injured a resident, and caused
significant damage to one of the apartment
buildings. The blaze also displaced sev-
eral other apartment dwellers. According
to Deputy Fire Chief David Kelly, the fire
originated in the home office of resident
Roy Rentrop.

Planning Board Attorney Russell
Finestein resigned his position due to his
appointment as Westfield’s new town at-
torney. The planning board appointed
Kenneth Soriero of Lindabury,
McCormick, Estabrook and Cooper as its
new attorney.

The DWC held a business and property
owner forum to present its endeavors in
downtown Westfield in the past year and
to solicit opinions and suggestions from
Special Improvement District (SID) mem-
bers. Attendees suggested that the SID be
expanded further along North, South and
Central Avenues to include more busi-
nesses to generate more revenue for the
DWC.

It was reported that the Town of
Westfield and Westfield Senior Citizens
Housing Corporation (WSCHC) were in
negotiations to renew the lease for build-
ing one and the 10 acres it sits on, located
at 1133 Boynton Avenue.

Board of Education member Jane
Clancy reported that Franklin Elementary
School was ready to start the second phase
of a project to construct a 75-foot by 95-
foot area blacktop for basketball hoops as
well as eight, four-square game spaces at
a cost of $50,000, money which was raised
by the Franklin School Parent Teacher
Organization (PTO).

A dedication ceremony was held to
rename the Westfield High School ath-
letic field as Brewster Field after Bob
Brewster, who had been active in coach-
ing and helping to coordinate recreational
athletics in Westfield for many years.

Board members Alice Hunnicutt, who
served for nine years on the BOE, and
Gary McCready who served six years, did
not seek re-election.

Westfield firefighter Daniel Maglione,
a 12-year veteran of the fire department,
lost his battle with cancer on March 29.

Mountainside
The New Jersey American Water Com-

pany made a presentation to the
Mountainside Borough Council regard-
ing a project to clean and rehabilitate the
water mains in the borough. The primary
goals would be to update the original
water mains, some dating back to the
1930s and 1940s, and to clean and align
them.

Three teachers resigned from the
borough’s school system, two with 16
years’ experience.

County
The Freeholders introduced a $481-

million budget supported by a $291.2-
million tax levy, an increase of 5 percent
over 2010. County officials blamed the
increase on a $10-million cut in state fund-
ing in support of county facilities.

The state’s reapportionment commis-
sion approved a new legislative map sub-

mitted by Democrats over a Republican
map in a 6-5 vote, with Rutgers public
policy professor Alan Rosenthal casting
the tie-breaking vote. Overall, come Janu-
ary Union County will be represented by
three districts – Districts 20, 21 and 22 –
instead of four. District 29 will no longer
include Union County. Locally, District
21 remained a strong GOP district with
four new towns, while District 22 was
unchanged as a strong Democratic dis-
trict.

The Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders appointed deputy comptrol-
ler Melinda Zito as chief financial officer
(CFO) as the county readied for the retire-
ment of longtime financial director Larry
Caroselli.

The Freeholders considered a resolu-
tion to award a contract to Frank Lurch
Demolition Company, LLC of Avon By
the Sea for the demolition of seven exist-
ing buildings, including a house at 370
Madison Hill Road, near St. Agnes Ro-
man Catholic Church, and a residential
structure at 675 Madison Hill Road near
Hazelwood Cemetery, both in Clark.

Fanwood
Following Scotch Plains-Fanwood’s

public forum to listen to residents’ view-
points and assess Jersey Professional
Management’s shared-services findings,
Fanwood council members stated their
intention to pursue all opportunities that
would save money while not cutting im-
portant services to the borough. Fanwood’s
pre-meeting discussion attempted to de-
termine the borough’s top “priorities,”
Mayor Colleen Mahr told the public. She
said the conversation featured a “wide
range” of ideas, and while no ultimate
consensus was reached on a ranking, the
top five priorities – in no order – were:
police, courts, libraries, construction de-
partment and DPW.

The borough council said the children’s
section of the Fanwood Memorial Library
would remain closed temporarily due to
early spring flood damage. Carol Campell
of the Friends of the Fanwood Library
asked the governing body to “hopefully
continue the conversation” about poten-
tial improvements and/or the future of the
facility, located in a converted small house
at North Avenue and Tillotson Road.

Mayor Mahr and Recreation Director
Bob Budiansky organized a forum for
Fanwood residents to bring their ideas to
develop a master plan for the future of
borough parks and indoor recreation
spaces.

Scotch Plains
Township Manager Chris Marion out-

lined his proposed $22,129,462 spending
proposal. Taxes on an assessed home in
Scotch Plains of $122,100 would see a tax
decrease to $1,747 from $1,853 without
the library included, as stipulated in a new
state requirement. Adding in the library’s
increase the average tax bill rose by about
$57 over 2010.

BOE members Robert O’Conner of
Fanwood and Donald Parisi of Scotch
Plains opted not to seek reelection.

A 3-2 split township council voted to
use most of the $780,000 sewer utility
surplus to help offset expected rate in-
creases in coming years. The two council
Democrats favored refunding some
$500,000 of the surplus to ratepayers while
the three council Republicans supported
using the excess funds to offset what was
expected to be significant increases in fees
charged by the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority (RVSA) and Plainfield Area
Regional Sewerage Authority (PARSA)
in 2012 and 2013.

The planning board held a special hear-
ing regarding Union County’s plan for the
new park on the former Ponderosa Farm
property on Cooper Road. The plans for
the new park call for the conversion of one
of the existing barns into a maintenance
garage, the construction of a 96-space
parking lot with six handicapped spaces, a
large patch of grass to host two soccer
fields that would be rotated periodically to
allow the grass to recover, 175-watt orna-
mental lampposts along the driveway to
the park that would be on 24 hours a day
for security reasons, bathrooms with timed
locks on the doors, and a playground for
children with a special “spray ground”
water feature operational in the summer
months.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
FIREFIGHTER FAREWELL...County firefighters salute as the fire engine
carrying the casket of Westfield Firefighter Daniel Maglione passes by the
Westfield firehouse April 1. Mr. Maglione, a 12-year veteran of the force, lost his
battle with cancer on March 29.

Courtesy of Joseph Scalia
IN AWE...Holy Trinity Cub Scouts from Westfield enjoy an overnight visit on the
Battleship New Jersey in Camden. The vessel is the nation’s most decorated
battleship. It is 887 feet long and weighs 45,000 tons. Forty-four scouts and their
families took the trip. Pictured are Daniel Scalia, left, and Alex Brezik.
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