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GARWOOD – During its meeting
Tuesday night, the Borough Coun-
cil voted 4-2, with Councilman
Victor DeFilippo and Council-
woman Sara Todisco voting no,
on a motion to adopt an ordinance
to freeze longevity benefits.

“If the ordinance is passed, I can
tell you I do not intend to sign it,”
Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi said
during the workshop meeting.

“Having worked in the field of
employment for over 20 years, I
am very sensitive to what people
have agreed to when they are
hired,” Mayor Quattrocchi said.

Eleven non-union employees of
the borough will be affected by
this amendment to the ordinance.

Future non-union employees
cannot receive longevity benefits,
and current non-union employ-
ees who receive longevity ben-
efits cannot accrue additional ben-
efits. “It fixes their longevity. It
allows them to retain it. They will
continue to receive what they have
earned – they simply will not be
entitled to increase their longev-
ity,” Borough Attorney Joseph
Triarsi said.

Resident Fred McCarrick asked
how much the borough would save
by doing away with longevity ben-
efits, and the council could not
provide a figure. “I don’t under-
stand how you can vote on this
ordinance and not know how much
you are going to save; it doesn’t
make any sense whatsoever,” Mr.
McCarrick said.

“We can’t afford this anymore,”
Councilman Jim Mathieu said,
blaming the state’s 2-percent cap.

“If we go above that 2 percent,
somebody is going to be laid off.
You’ll end up with a borough who
has a big payroll and no employ-
ees,” Councilman Keith Sluka said.

After the motion to adopt was
made, Councilman Mathieu said
to the mayor that she originally
instructed the Laws and Licenses
Committee to remove longevity

from the personnel policy. He said
the mayor wrote in an e-mail
dated June 8, “I would certainly
want to rid ourselves of longevity
as it is not acceptable to me.” She
replied to Mr. Mathieu that the
statement does not comprise all
of her thoughts on the issue.

“What evolved out of your com-
mittee was not what I had in
mind,” she said.

Breaking ground on the athletic
field complex will be delayed yet
again after bids for the complex
came in over budget of the $2.1-
million bond ordinance approved
in 2007, with bids ranging from
$2.65 million to over $5 million. A
new bond ordinance would need
to be approved at a rate higher
than the lowest bid in order to
proceed with accepting a bid, Mr.
Triarsi said.

A grant in the amount of
$875,000 had come in after the
bond ordinance was adopted, Bor-
ough Clerk Christina Ariemma
said, which would help offset the
monies the borough would have
to burden taxpayers with.

About $800,000 would be raised
through taxes to build the athletic
field complex, according to the
council.

Legal issues also complicate the
matter, Mr. Triarsi said. This in-
cludes a letter from FieldTurf, an
artificial turf supplier, that puts
the borough on notice that the
company reserves the right to file
a lawsuit if the borough approves
the bid because the borough would
be in violation of public contracts
law, Perry DiPiazza, regional vice-
president of FieldTurf, told The
Westfield Leader. He spoke be-
fore the council explaining the
company’s position.

He said the borough’s consult-
ant, John Bell of Kinsey Associ-
ates, worded the bid to say that no
alternate brands of artificial turf
may be considered, which is ille-
gal, Mr. DiPiazza said.

He also noted that the borough
“would have realized a $100,000
savings” by using another brand

other than the brand specified on
the base bid.

Russell Graham of Liberty Court
asked during public comments
when the public works depart-
ment will remove trees and limbs
left on the curbside and roadside
after October’s snowstorm.

“The guys are doing the best
they can,” Council President
Timothy Hak said. He said it is not
in the budget to pay overtime.

“We are six inches of snow away
from a disaster,” Mr. Graham said.

Former Mayor Dennis McCarthy
said on his block he has seen
rodents scurrying in and out of
the piles of leaves and limbs.

Mayor Quattrocchi asked Mr.
Hak to look into prioritizing ar-
eas.

Resident Kevin Cullen of Willow
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Avenue said the owner of
Surgent’s Elite Gymnastics School
at 501 South Avenue is running
part of his business in a residen-
tial zone that falls within his neigh-
borhood on Willow.

He said the owner built a park-
ing lot against what was allowed
by the zoning department.

“Every day I have to put up with
people dropping kids off; when
they pick them up they park in
front of my driveway, in front of
fire hydrants,” he said. “All I want
you to do is to tell me how my
street became a commercial
street.”

“What do I do, do I sell my
house? I figure for this part of my
taxes I get peace and tranquil-
ity,” he said.

The borough will submit appli-

cations for Year 38 of the Commu-
nity Development Block Grant Pro-
gram (CDBGP), a federal govern-
ment program, in the amounts of
$25,000 for the senior citizen pro-
gram, $12,000 for senior citizen
transportation, and $10,000 for
senior citizen handyman program.

Councilman Louis Petruzzelli
announced that the Garwood Vol-
unteer Fire Department has added
a new firefighter.

Former councilman Anthony
Sytko, a 28-year resident of
Garwood, announced he would
move to Trenton to be closer to
work. He spoke about how the
future of Garwood lays in the
hands of the residents. “This town
deserves leaders who care. I re-
ally hope we find these people,”
he said.
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CRANFORD – Mayor Daniel
Aschenbach bid adieu to the town-
ship government on Tuesday,
ending a municipal government
career that began in the early
1980s and ended last month when
he was defeated for re-election
to his township committee seat.

“Use me up until I’m done,” the
mayor said at Tuesday’s commit-
tee meeting, quoting an Oprah
Winfrey aphorism. It was the final
meeting of 2011, which the mayor
referred to as “quite a year,” cit-
ing Hurricane Irene in late August
and its aftermath, as well as town-
ship financial woes earlier in the
year and the ongoing fight to pre-
vent development of the
Birchwood Avenue property. While
Mr. Aschenbach did not quite rule
out running for office in the fu-
ture, he also vowed to “stay in-
volved.” He devoted most of his
remarks to praising the township
team that has worked with him
during his 2011 mayoralty, in-
cluding Township Attorney Daniel
McCarthy, Acting Township Ad-

ministrator and Police Chief Eric
Mason, his committee colleagues
and township employees.

Earlier, Deputy Mayor Kevin
Campbell praised the mayor’s
efforts during the post-Irene re-
covery as “off the charts” and
“exemplary.” Commissioner
David Robinson, who is slated to
become mayor in 2012 when the
Republicans regain control of the
committee, praised Mr.
Aschenbach’s role in the Irene
recovery as “tremendous,” tell-
ing the mayor that, “you were
there leading the community.”

In other business, Mayor
Aschenbach said it was “obvi-
ously outrageous” that a judge
ruled on Monday that the
Birchwood Avenue development,
which calls for 360 housing units
to be built, can go forward. The
mayor said the township com-
mittee on Monday night had ap-
proved the filing with the state
Superior Court of a motion to
reconsider, adding that there is a
“strong case” for an appeal of the
judge’s ruling. The township has
opposed the development, in-
stead seeking to turn the prop-

Aschenbach Ends Tenure, Criticizes Birchwood Ruling
erty into a retention basin in an
effort to mitigate flooding on
nearby streets.

Mr. McCarthy said the motion to
reconsider will be filed by Thurs-
day, December 29, and told a
questioning resident that there
are some procedural matters that
must first occur before a formal
appeal of the ruling can be filed.

At the start of the meeting, the
mayor spent 30 minutes handing
out certificates of appreciation to
members of the Cranford High
School varsity football team,
which won the state champion-
ship on December 3. “You have
made Cranford very proud,” he
told the several dozen players,
coaches and family members who
crowded the meeting room. The
victory, he said, “couldn’t have
come at a better time, given all
we’ve been through.”

In other business, Michael
Dubitsky was sworn in as a pro-
bationary officer with the Cranford
Police Department. Additionally,
the committee passed a resolu-
tion waiving parking fees in the
downtown area during the Christ-
mas shopping season.


