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Just because two fantastic wres-
tlers Joe Giaccio and Kyle
Markovitch, who broke school
records and qualified for the
NJSIAA tournament in Atlantic
City, have graduated, that does
not mean that this year’s Cranford
High School wrestling team is
light on talent.

With four returning Region 3
qualifiers, including an NJSIAA
qualifier, and many experienced
wrestlers waiting in the wings to
break into the lineup, the Cou-
gars will be quite competitive.

The Cougars’ former head coach,
Darren Torsone, has moved up
to the Director of Athletics posi-
tion, but his replacement, Pat
Gorman, is no stranger to the
program. Gorman, a Cranford
resident, has been Torsone’s as-
sistant for eight years.

“I lived in town for 32 years. I
wrestled through the PAL system
here, so it’s been a lifelong thing
to be a part of the Cranford wres-
tling family, Head Coach Gorman
said.

The biggest-name wrestler will
be senior J.P. Christiano, who
was a Union County Tournament,
District 11 Tournament and Re-
gion 3 Tournament champion,
who made it to the quarterfinals
at Atlantic City (AC) and finished
with a 35-4 record at 160-lbs.
Christiano is expected to com-
pete at 170-lbs.

“He finished a great year in
wrestling last year. He just fin-
ished a great year in football. He’s
looking strong. He’s ready to go.
He’s hungry to do better than
what he did last year. I foresee
him having an excellent year.
He’s going to put up some num-
bers, and he’s going to turn some

heads,” Coach Gorman said.
Senior Ian Henry came on

strong last year to place third in
the UCT and second in the dis-
trict at 125-lbs to finish 22-15.
Henry is in with a mix of Cougars
vying for the 126-lb spot, which
includes sophomore Cory Birch,

who wrestled 119-ls last year.
“Ian Henry finished second last

year at the district. He is a tough
kid. We are looking for him to
finish in the top at the districts.
Corey Birch will be wrestling
above him probably. We are ex-
pecting big things from him,”
Coach Gorman said.

Not to be overlooked is junior

Jim Dyer, who placed fourth in
the district at 152-lbs last year.
The other three, Christian Bar-
ber (Westfield), Devin
Geoghegan (Brearley) and Di-
ego Chavez (Rahway) all quali-
fied for AC. Barber and
Geoghegan placed 1-2, respec-

tively. Junior Corey Markovitch
wrestled two weight classes
above his normal class but placed
second in the district at 171-lbs.
Dwyer and Markovitch are ex-
pected to compete at 152-lbs
and 160-lbs, respectively.

“He is looking very strong in
the room. Jimmy has a great
future here, as does Corey

Markovitch, JP Christiano, Jeff
Weiss, Ryan Farrell, all the way
up the line,” Coach Gorman said.

Weiss and Farrell, both juniors,
will compete at 220-lbs and
heavyweight, respectively. Jun-
ior Mike Diaz, a very effective
linebacker on the football team,

will compete at 182-lbs, and jun-
ior Rob Kessler will be in the mix
at 170-lbs.

“From heavyweight all the way
down to [1]52 are kids, who
have already been in the lineup.
Fourteen of them are coming
from the football state champi-
onships, so these kids are hun-
gry for another successful sea-

son. To roll that right over to
wrestling is great. We are glad to
have them. It wasn’t a slow start
at all. We got these kids in there,
and they hit the ground run-
ning,” Coach Gorman said.

The middleweight classes will
be a mix of the 12 sophomores
and some of the 11 juniors on the
squad.

“In the middle, we have some
new features in the lineup, who
have been wrestling behind tough
kids last year. It is not like they
are new to the sport, they just
had a tough time breaking
through the lineup, so we are
expecting these guys to have a
breakout year,” said Coach
Gorman, who added, “We have a
bunch of kids, who have all been
here. We only have three fresh-
men, so all the sophomores have
a lot of experience. We are look-
ing for all that experience to
come through when they get to
the varsity level.”

Of the three freshman, Gavin
Murray should be solid at 113-
lbs.

“We are looking for him to have
a really good year. A lot of these
kids coming up through the PAL
system have already wrestled
more matches than some of the
kids, who have been here for a
while. These kids are going all
over the state, wrestling
matches. When we get that cali-
ber of kid in here, it benefits the
program,” Coach Gorman said.

Coach Gorman is also excited
with his new addition to the
coaching staff, Justin Bonitatis,
an All-American from The Col-
lege of New Jersey

“We are meshing as coaches.
We are happy to have him on
board,” he said.

The Cougars’ first home match
will be against New Providence
on Wednesday, December 21, at
7 p.m.
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