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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Finishing some unfinished busi-
ness most likely is on the minds
of the Cranford High School girls
basketball team, that came up
shy of repeating as North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 3 champions
but still had an outstanding sea-
son to finish with a 22-6 record.

The good news is that the Lady
Cougars return all of their start-
ers, so their chances to reclaim
the crown look good. Morgan
Miller is the only senior on the
squad, and juniors Jess McCoy,
Jenna Goeller and Kate
McGovern, along with sopho-
mores Mairead McKeary and Carli
Maucione have been refining their
skills.

“I am very excited about this
year, because we are all return-
ing, and we have matured as
basketball players. We are a year
older. Morgan is our only senior.
They worked very hard over the
summer. We were in a fall league.
We played very well. We imple-
mented a few new offenses and
defenses,” Cougar Head Coach
Jackie Dyer said.

Last year, Miller, a forward,
totaled 300 points, including 37
three-pointers, and hit 37 of 54
from the free throw line. She also
had 86 assists and 145 rebounds.

“She is an awesome three-point
shooter. She gives her heart and
soul every time she is on the
floor. She is a big time leader for
us this year. It’s her senior year,
so she wants it more than any-

thing to do well,” Coach Dyer
said.

McCoy, a guard, pretty much
did it all. She led the team with
322 points (38-for-56 free
throws) and 201 rebounds. She
also had 68 steals and 68 assists.

“She’s pretty much one of my
overall [players]. She plays in-
side-outside. She will bring the
ball up the floor for us some-

times. She is a great defender. It
comes very natural for her,”
Coach Dyer said.

This year, Goeller, a point guard
and McKeary, a guard, have
shown maturity handling the ball.

“She has improved a lot with
her ball handling, and she has
become more confident driving
to the basket and shooting the
ball when she is open. Same

thing with Mairead! In our scrim-
mages, she’s constantly going to
the basket, very aggressive on
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Cougars Return All Starters For Exciting Hoops Season
defense,” Coach Dyer pointed out.

Lasy year, Goeller led the team
with 107 assists. Goeller, who
has 129 points, showed shooting
accuracy from the outside by
hitting 13 from three-point range.
McKeary finished with 114 points,
69 rebounds and 25 assists.

“Jenna has worked very hard on
her shot. She’s become a lot more
confident with her shooting. Point

guards tend to pass the ball a
little too much, but we have
worked with her and said score
when you can,” Coach Dyer said.

McGovern, a forward, was very
tough under the boards. She

amassed 27 blocked shots, while
adding 83 rebounds, 31 steals in
addition to sinking 25 of 37 free
throws.

“Kaitlyn has worked very hard
over the summer and fall on her
post moves and becoming more
aggressive. She’s going to be a
big scorer for us,” Coach Dyers
said.

Maucione, a forward, contrib-
uted 107 points, 59 rebounds
and 17 blocks.

Last year, opposing team found
out that it was not a good idea to
foul any of the Lady Cougars,
since they were averaging in high
60-percent range to low 70-per-
cent range.

“We take 80 to 100 free throws
a practice, so I wouldn’t want
any percentage lower than what
we had last year,” Coach Dyer
said.

Offense was one aspect of the
game, but defense was the Lady
Cougars’ bread and butter. They
constantly frustrated opponents
into making bad passing deci-
sions and had several “Chief
Thieves” who could snatch the
ball and convert it to Cougar
points.

“The girls know that I am de-
fensive minded. You are going to
get your points, but if you don’t
play defense, the other team is
going to outscore you, so we
work on defense a lot in practice.
Their aggressiveness and inten-
sity in wanting the ball, helps in
that aspect,” Coach Dyer ex-
plained.

The Lady Cougars will open their
season with a home game against
Oak Knoll tomorrow, December
16, at 4 p.m. On Tuesday, De-
cember 20, the Cougars will en-
tertain New Providence at 4 p.m.

“The girls have worked really
hard. It’s going to be exciting to
see what happens,” Coach Dyer
said.

David B. Corbin (2011 District 11 Tournament) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LADY COUGAR RETURNING VETERANS…The Cougar girls basketball team returns all of their starter. Pictured,
left to right, are: Mairead McKeary, Carly Maucione, Morgan Miller, Jess McCoy and Jenna Goeller.


