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The Angels came, the Shepherds came, the Wise men came, 
WILL YOU COME? We invite you this Christmas to worship HIM with us. 
St. Bartholomew the Apostle Church 
Very Rev. John J. Paladino, Pastor/Dean 

2032 Westfield Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076 
www.stbartholomewchurch.org 

(908) 322-5192 

MASS SCHEDULE 
    Christmas Eve   Christmas Day 

            3:30 pm, 5:30 pm,                         7:30 am, 9:00 am, 
       7:30 pm, 12:00 Midnight                   10:30 am, 12 Noon   

Premiere Stages Master
Class Taught by True Master

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION — “Kean University: World
Class Education” is the school’s slo-
gan. With a presentation on December
5 by world-famous actor Ellen Burstyn,
it’s easy to see why Kean can make that
claim.

Known as a “triple crown winner” of
an Emmy, an Oscar and a Tony, Ms.
Burstyn gave a master class open to
students in Kean’s classes as well as to
the public. A master class is for stu-
dents who have studied extensively in
a particular field and are given feed-
back by someone who is recognized as
a master in that area.

This particular event found seven
students of Premiere Stages’ Artistic
Director and Kean teacher John Wooten
presenting scenes for Ms. Burstyn. The
students in the class “Acting as a Pro-
fessional” that is billed as a “cap-stone”
course is part of the Kean Department
of Theatre. The class helps graduating
majors transition into their professional
careers.

The students performed short scenes
and were afforded feedback from Ms.
Burstyn. “Tell me about the play,” she
asked Amber Adeline who presented
from Neil LaBute’s The Shape of
Things.

Later, Ms. Adeline reflected on the
experience of performing for a super-
star. “She was insightful, commanding
in her presence and brought such en-
ergy to the moment.” Ms. Adeline con-
tinued, “She was comforting, support-
ive and a powerful lady. I’m grateful
for this experience that Premiere Stages
of Kean has provided.”

Alan Kendall of Clark was paired
with Audra Taliercio to present a scene
from Boy Gets Girl by Rebecca Gilman.
The scene zeros in on a blind date
between a thirty-something girl and a
young man who eventually proves to
be a stalker.

“You both have lovely stage pres-
ence, but show us the complexities of
the subtext,” Ms. Burstyn suggested.
Mr. Kendall said he learned a great deal

from Ms. Burstyn’s remarks in asking
the two actors to do the scene again and
change their focus. “I learned that there
is always room for improvement,” he
said. “She made it clear it’s [acting] a
constant process that is changing and
evolving to make it better.”

The student actors are using this
master class experience as part of their

Susan M. Dougherty for The Leader and The Times
MASTER FEEDBACK...Actress Ellen
Burstyn fields questions from the au-
dience at Premiere Stages/Kean
University’s master class on Monday,
December 5. In response to an audi-
ence member’s question, Ms. Burstyn
explained her feelings about an actor
who has to go to a “dark place” through
a character. “The fear of that is greater
than the experience of it,” she said. “I
feel exhilarated, full of energy after
being in the ‘dark place’ on stage….as
actors, get on top of that horse and ride
it and don’t get trampled by it.”
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Non-traditional Christmas
Songs for the Jaded

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It’s the Christmas season again,
and as we walk through the malls for
our shopping, or listen to the radio as
we drive, we are bombarded with the
same Christmas carols and songs we
have heard for years beyond mea-
sure. And no matter what we do or
how hard we try, every year we find
ourselves despising the happy jingles
of “Rudolph” and “Frosty”, the worn
out Bing Crosby numbers, and the no
longer funny parodies that make us
yearn for the season to be over.

But are all Christmas songs this
played out? Not really. While there
are plenty of worn out traditional
carols and pop songs, there are a few
that have been successful by being
either under the radar, or just because
of their genuine iconic status.

So if you’re looking for some new
or enjoyable material to listen to as
you wrap, or to play at your Christ-
mas party, here’s a few suggestions:

“Run, Run, Rudolph”  by Chuck
Berry — While the first song on the
list is a popular radio hit, it never
reached the overplayed status of its
distant cousin “Rudolph”. Instead of
being a saccharine jingle, this is a
guitar heavy, fast paced 50s rocker
sung by the greatest of all 50s rock-
ers, the immortal Chuck Berry. Even
as one of the few hits Berry did not
write himself, it still vibrates with all
the passion and power that Berry put
into his own compositions. Several
artists have covered it over the years,
but if you really want a good time, the
original Berry song is still the best.

“Merry, Merry Merry Frickin’
Christmas” by Fricking A — This is

a song for anyone that enjoys laugh-
ing at the craziness of the holiday
season, but is burned out on “12 Pains
of Christmas.” Built on a pop-punk
beat, the song is almost an audio
version of National Lampoon’s
Christmas Vacation, a note-by-note
recitation of all the insane family
members that gather at Christmas,
and the misery it inflicts on the bratty
protagonist. While it does contain a
dated Ashlee Simpson joke, and
should not be played for younger
kids, it is still a fun and funny song for
anyone who does not sugarcoat all
their Christmas memories.

You’re A Mean One, Mr. Grinch
— Another holiday classic that gets
good airplay, this remains a charm-
ing and nostalgic tune for any gen-
eration. The clever wordplay (“You’re
as cuddly as a cactus, you’ve got
garlic in your soul”), and wonder-
fully slinky melody echo both Dr.
Seuss and his Yuletide creation, and
make the idea of the Grinch’s sinister
nature seem fun. A big part of the
reason the special remains a beloved
treasure, the original version is a clas-
sic, but there are many fine covers,
including one by the next artist on the
list.

The Brian Setzer Orchestra’s
(BSO) Christmas Albums — Begin-
ning his career as a member of
rockabilly revivalists The Stray Cats,
Brian Setzer has morphed into a jump
blues bandleader, leading his mas-
sive orchestra in keeping the big bang
sound alive. Nowhere does he do
with this more joy then the BSO’s
numerous Christmas albums, which
keep the band on a massive tour every
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Ring in the New Year with
The Westfield Symphony

The Westfield Symphony Orchestra

WESTFIELD - On Saturday,
December 31, at 7 p.m., under the
baton of Maestro David Wroe,
Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO) again presents one of New
Jersey’s most popular New Year’s Eve
musical celebrations. This year’s
performance, That’s Entertainment,
promises a superb revue of the golden
age of the American musical presented
in glorious symphonic splendor.

The concert has become a musical
event eagerly anticipated by much of
central New Jersey. Soprano Sandra
Joseph, who has performed for mil-
lions during her ten-year run as Chris-
tine Daae in The Phantom of the Op-
era, will join WSO and a host of other
renowned guest vocalists direct from
Broadway stage to perform a superb
range of show stoppers from timeless
musicals including Chicago, Les
Miserables, Phantom, Gigi, Camelot,
Showboat, and many more.

An event for the whole family, this

is a friendly cabaret–style concert for
adults to reminisce to songs they all
know, for kids to enjoy some of the
more peculiar characters to grace
Broadway’s stage, and for us all to
revel in the musical genius of some of
America’s finest musical theater
composers, outstanding guest vocal
performers and a fully professional
world class orchestra led by Maestro
David Wroe.

The WSO recommends that audi-
ence members make reservations as
soon as possible as tickets are selling
fast and last year’s concert was a sell-
out. Tickets in advance are $40 for
general admission and $70 for pre-
ferred seating ($45 and $75 at the
door, if available).

Tickets may be purchased on line
at www.westfieldsymphony.org
(where audience members can select
seats, print tickets, and avoid a $6
handling fee) or by calling (908) 232-
9400.

Correction
In last week’s edition of the

newspaper, Michelle Rosen of
MORe Staging and Design was
incorrectly identified in an article
regarding the Home for the Holi-
days house tour.

We apologize for the error.


