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CALL TODAY AND 

ASK ABOUT OUR 

CURRENT SPECIALS!

Elegantly appointed 1- & 2-bedroom apartments include full-size 
washer/dryer and free basic cable. Plus, clubhouse with heated pool, 

fitness center, cyber-library and activities director who plans 
community events. Garages and storage units available.

CALL NOW!

908.206.9452
for hours and directions

www.MillenniumHomes.com

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
Union County, NJ

VETERANS ARE HESS, MITCHELL, YUCETEPE, TURNER

Blue Devils Are Starting with
Clean Slate in Boys Basketball

CALLINAN, McGUIRE, SCHUSTER NAMED CAPTAINS

Lady Blue Devils Seek Right
Combination in Basketball

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Five girls with some varsity expe-
rience return to this year’s Westfield
High School girls basketball team,
which is in the process of searching
for the right combinations among the
upperclassmen and underclassmen.

“It’s hard to give a specific lineup,
because I am still trying to find differ-
ent combinations. We have speed and
we have some height, so I am trying
to put combinations together where,
if I put a bigger lineup on the court, I
am trying to figure out when would
be a good time to do that. There’s also
going to be a time when I put a speed
lineup on the court,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Joe Marino said.

Seniors Ellie Callinan and Carolyn
McGuire, juniors Colleen Gallagher
and Jenna Perrotta, and sophomore
Kelly Culnan, a forward, experienced
time on the court last year.

Callinan will be occupying the for-
ward position most of the time, but in
some cases, she may play the center
position. McGuire will be starting at

center. Senior Casey Schuster, who
played on the JV squad last year, will
be at forward. Callinan, McGuire and
Schuster have been selected team co-
captains.

“I am expecting her [Callinan] as a
center to basically get rebounds for
us. Casey gets to the ball very well
and she will help out in boxing out,”
Coach Marino said.

Other girls who played on the JV
squad last year are juniors Emily
Brucia and Sarah Seitz, and sopho-
more Alexis Kardias, who shows
promise at forward.

“Alexis brings some speed, as well
as being very aggressive to the ball.
“Sara is a good ball handler,” Coach
Marino said.

Four freshmen may very well ex-
perience a lot of playing time on the
court. Among other abilities, Lillian
Scott and Jackie Knapp have shown
their ability to hit from the outside.
Megan Mondon and Jamie Miller are
also expected to add a lot of help to
the upperclassmen.

“Lillian is a good ball handler, and

Jackie Knapp is a very good ball
handler and shooter,” Coach Marino
said.

Presently, the point guard position
is up for grabs among Perrotta, Scott
and Mondon.

“They are fighting for the point
guard position,” Coach Marino noted.

With so many girls still in the mix,
Coach Marino said, “There’s only
five of 11 on the court at one time. It
is going to be a hard decision. They
are all working really hard, and they
understand what their role is. Basi-
cally we are going to try to be as
competitive as we can be. Whatever
is working at the time will be the
lineups that I will put on the court. We
are putting it together and we are
going to be in a position to reload at
each position. When someone comes
out, we will be able to pop another
person right in there and not really
drop off that much,” he said.

The Lady Blue Devils will open at
Linden tomorrow, December 16, then
host Newark Tech on Monday, De-
cember 19, at 4 p.m.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

No returning varsity starters makes
it a clean slate for this year’s Westfield
High School boys basketball team,
that also has a new head coach with
Daryl Palmieri, who is no stranger to
Union County basketball.

Coach Palmieri was an assistant
coach at Linden for six years, an
assistant for three years at Millburn
and head coach at Parsippany for one
year before coming to Westfield.

“I played at Roselle Catholic, so I
know Union County very well. The
competition in Union County is some
of the best in the state if not the best.
I tell my kids every day, we got to do

everything we can to be able to com-
pete with these teams. We can’t take
a day off. Every single day, we have
to work hard to keep getting better.
Hopefully it will pay off,” he said.

Winning ways is also no stranger
to Palmieri since Linden has been the
only team to knock off perennial na-
tional powerhouse St. Patrick’s in the
Union County Tournament.

“I was part of the staff on those
teams. Some of those times when we
played St. Patrick’s they were num-
ber one in the country. We had some
tough kids, who wanted to win it
more. I am trying to instill some of
that winning mentality here,” he said.

The only potentially returning
starter from last year, Scott Toresco,
transferred to Roselle Catholic. Se-
niors Nate Mitchell, Aswad Turner
and Ozan Yucetepe, and junior
Keegan Hess saw limited time at var-
sity last year.

“We have a group of kids, who
haven’t had a lot of varsity experi-
ence. That is what we are going
through right now. We got a little
frustrated going through our first
couple of scrimmages then it kind of
hit me last night as I was sitting in my

office that this is new for some kids.
They really haven’t had a lot of ac-
tion,” Coach Palmieri said.

Of the four players with some var-
sity experience, Hess, a guard, and
Yucetepe, a forward, probably spent
a little more time on the court. But
with all positions still up for grabs,
Coach Palmieri has also brought three
sophomores and a freshman up to the
varsity.

“Ozan just moved here from Tur-
key a year ago. He’s new to American
basketball. He really didn’t see too
much time last year, so these kids are
learning right now. We have a lot of
young kids seeing action. I am trying
to create an environment where it is

competitive. I am trying to encour-
age the young kids to compete for
spots,” he said.

Sophomore forward Dylan Elliott
has been impressive in practice, and
his freshman brother Sean has dem-
onstrated some moxie.

“Dylan Elliott has shown me a lot.
He is a very aggressive, confident

player. I see him doing good things
this year,” Coach Palmieri said.

Another sophomore, Mike
Androconis, is vying with Turner at
center.

“He started at JV, but a couple of
days in, I wanted to take a look at
him. He is right in the mix to play
inside for us,” Coach Palmieri said.

With his superb command of the
Blue Devils’ football team this past
fall, Mitchell, a guard, seems to have
emerged as a team leader.

“I think Nate Mitchell is that kid. I
watched him lead that football team
all year to a very successful season.
All year watching them, I was ex-
cited about having him. You could

see it coming out right away. A couple
of times I’ve had to get on him. He
always responds. That’s the sign of a
good leader. I knew he had the lead-
ership qualities,” Palmieri said.

The Blue Devils will open their
season by hosting Barack Obama
Academy (Plainfield) tomorrow, De-
cember 16, at 7 p.m.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVIL VARSITY GIRLS BASKETBALL TEAM…Pictured, left to right, are: front row; captains Ellie Callinan,
Carolyn Maguire and Casey Schuster; second row, Alexis Kardias, Megan Mondon, Jackie Knapp, Jamie Miller and Lillian
Scott; back row, Sara Seitz, Colleen Gallagher, Emily Brucia, Jenna Perrotta and Kelly Culnan.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RETURNING WITH SOME VARSITY EXPERIENCE…Four Blue Devils have returned with some varsity experience on
the basketball courts. Pictured, left to right, are: Keegan Hess, Nate Mitchell, Ozan Yucetepe and Aswad Turner.
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PERFECTLY MAINTAINED  $459,000
Updated North side Colonial offers 4BRs, 4 full baths renov w/granite,
Living Rm/fpl, EIK w/SS appls, Lg Fam Rm, heated Sun Rm, fin bsmt
w/Rec Rm & office/5th BR, fncd landscaped priv backyard, 2 car garage.

CRANFORD

1051 WYCHWOOD ROAD $1,100,000
Elegant, Classic & Spacious 4BR 3.5 bath home. LR /fpl, den with built
in bookcases, MEIK, Dining Rm, screen porch, MBR features 2 closets,
1 walk in, full unfin basement, 2 car att gar, patio & 2 tier garden.
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