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Outside of 106 pounds, everywhere
WHS wrestling coach Glen Kurz
looks he sees familiar faces. Of course,
one of the faces he does not see is
Christian Barber, who won the state
title at 152 pounds last winter and is
currently at the University of North
Carolina.

But Kurz, who has a 121-112 record
in 13 years at the helm of his alma
mater, has proven his teams are tough
to beat when it fills all the weights,
and that should not be a problem this
winter.

Last winter the Blue Devils were
16-7. This year’s seniors were fresh-
men on the last WHS team to qualify
for the state team tournament, beat-
ing Piscataway before falling to North
Hunterdon in 2009. That team had a
16-2 dual-meet record.

When Kurz (’91) was a standout at
WHS, his teams qualified for the state
team tourney in his sophomore, jun-
ior and senior years, winning the sec-
tion in ’90 before falling in the state
Group 4 final to Madison Central
(now Old Bridge).

Here’s a glance at this year’s prob-
able lineup:
106: freshmen John Fuller or Nick
Kalimtzis;
113: junior Anthony Aldana was 6-19;
120: senior Mike Kalimtzis was 33-5 at
103, winning two holiday tourneys and
a district title;
126: sophomore Nick Velez – 16-17 at
112, junior Pat Currie – 11-9 at 125;
132: junior Nick Rotondo – 19-11 at 130;
138: senior Ellis Opoku – 26-12 at 135;
145: senior Troy Skibitsky – 14-6 at 140
in an injury-shortened season;
152: junior Colin Barber – 22-12 at 145;
160: junior Brian Bulger – 13-5 at 160,
senior Keith Peterson – 14-12 at 130,
senior Mike DeLouisa – 7-8 at 160;
170: one of the above;
182: senior Kieran Cline – 19-12 at 189;
195: senior Luke Gibbons – 12-16 at
215, while seniors Nick Knepper and
Ozan Oral didn’t wrestle varsity;
220: one of the above;
285: senior Kyle Kania – 19-18 at 285.

“That’s a pretty solid lineup if ev-
erybody gets down to those weights
and stays healthy,” Kurz said. “Three 6
a.m. practices a week should get the
excess fat off.”

That’s a combined total of 231 wins
and 162 losses returning.

The Blue Devils open up this Satur-
day in the Maroon Raider Classic at
Nutley. Last year WHS finished third
and had five individual winners: Chris-
tian Barber and returnees Kalimtzis,
Currie, Rotondo and Kania.

Kalimtzis brings a 76-21 career
record into the season, while Skibitsky
is 60-25.

SWIMMING UPDATE
The boys had a tough meet on Tues-

day against Summit and Wallace Pool
will really start heating up now. Two-
time defending state Public A cham-
pion Bridgewater-Raritan visits tomor-
row at 2:30, while archrival and de-
fending state Public B king Scotch
Plains-Fanwood comes to town on
Thursday, Dec. 22, also at 2:30.

The state Public A champion in nine
of the last 12 years has been either
WHS (six times) or Bridgewater
(three), and that doesn’t figure to
change this February. But at least they
won’t likely be competing in this year’s
tournament until the final. The state
changed the rules this winter, at least
partially because WHS and B-R have
both been in North 2 for most of those
12 years. Now the top four power
point schools in Public A (and Public
B) are put into four different sections.
Last winter, the top three Public A
power point totals were all North 2
teams: B-R, WHS and Hunterdon
Central. Should that be the case again
this winter, WHS would be put in
North 1, B-R would be North 2 and
Hunterdon Central would go into Cen-
tral.

While Bridgewater lost quite a few
studs from last year’s team, the Pan-
thers return plenty of quality kids and
they are the team to beat until beaten.
SP-F, with Greg Baliko, Joe Dunn,
Dan Pesin and Ryan Gadjzisz forming
a formidable foursome.

Next month the Devils will have big
meets on Jan. 5 (home double dual
with Oak Knoll and Christian Broth-
ers), Jan. 17 (home vs. Mount St. Mary
girls, 2:30; at St. Joseph, 5:15) and
Jan. 24 (a visit from South Jersey

power Bishop Eustace).
The county meet will be held on a

Sunday, Jan. 29, at Rutgers. While the
WHS girls shouldn’t have much
trouble winning, the boys meet shapes
up as a three-way tussle between WHS,
SP-F and Summit.

FOOTBALL UPDATE
While The Star-Ledger’s all-county

and all-state teams have yet to be
named, the Mid-State 39 Conference
coaches have named their division all-
stars. WHS was well represented on
the Watchung Division team, as posted
on sports writer Harry Frezza’s
facebook page.

First team: receiver Pete Ondi, cen-
ter Dan Bigelow, defensive end Mike
LaFace, linebacker Pat Johnson, de-
fensive back James O’Rourke and
kicker Jon Gribbin.

Second team: receiver Mike
Stravach, guard Abe Fertig-Cohen,
quarterback Nate Mitchell, defensive
lineman Ryan Elliott and linebacker
Joe Rinaldi.

Honorable mention: offensive line-
man Brenton Harries and defensive
lineman Alex McHugh.

Although he missed three games
with injury, it’s hard to believe the
coaches missed TE-LB John Lanzano.
The defense allowed 63 points in the
games he missed, and 48 in the seven
he played.

BOWLING UPDATE
A couple of interesting bowling re-

sults to open the season. In the win
over SP-F, the top WHS bowler, Lucas
Cruz, had an off day with a 469. But
the other four bowlers were as tight as
Jack Martin’s cross country team’s
pack. Taylor Friss (563), Eric Saunders
(560), Theresa Carlino (559) and Adam
Firestone (556) were seven pins apart.
Cruz was back in control against Clark
with a 226-224-225-675 series.

GIL-WIL TRIVIA UPDATE
The first entrant in the Den trivia

question, provided by Faithful Read-
ers Jeff (Gilbert) from Pittstown and
Jim (Wilday) from Long Beach Island
and now known as the Gil-Wil Trivia
Quiz, was from Holden Ehrhart and
Chris Sweeney, sophomores on the
current WHS football team. They came
up with 37 names of Union County-
born or -schooled players who made
NFL rosters.

That number still has to be fact-
checked (we’re not FOX news here!)
but the entry was received on Sunday,
Dec. 4, at 4:20 p.m.

Rumors coming from West Jersey
have Steve (Steamboat) Merrill (’71),
currently rehabbing from knee sur-
gery, with a list of 40 players.

It’s still not too late to be part of this
and come up with your own list. Re-
member to include the player’s name,
his school or birth hospital, and his
NFL team with approximate years.
Send to bj1019@aol.com.

IN PASSING
Charles Frankenbach, one of the

greats during the town’s glory days of
the 1940s, passed away on Nov. 25 at
the age of 84. Frankenbach (WHS,
’45) was a center on the great 1944
football team that went 10-0 and posted
six shutouts, including the final four
games. He was even more known as a
power pitcher on the baseball field,
where he posted a 10-5 career pitching
record. As a senior captain he struck
out a then-school record 88 batters in
just 65 innings.

Frankenbach, whose son Charles
was the leading scorer on the ’81 WHS
hoops team, was also one of the origi-
nal committee members when the
Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame was
created in the early ’90s.

Gail Demarest Wilday passed on
Nov. 21 at age 69. Gail (’59) was the
older sister of WHS swimming
standouts Chip (’65), Dave (’67) and
Pete (’72). She married Pete Wilday
(’58), who shared catching duties at
WHS with future major leaguer Jeff
Torborg (’59) in 1957 and ’58 (Wilday
had 50 at-bats those two years and
Torborg had 44).

The Devil’s Den appears in The
Westfield Leader on the first and third
Thursday (and occasional fifth Thurs-
day) every month during the school
year. Contact us with comments, com-
plaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. And remember, win
or not, Whs4evr!

TUFARO, STEINFELD, CANNON, NATALE LEAD FIELD

Raiders Will Get Jump Start
With Experienced Wrestlers

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Injuries, arms in slings and inexpe-
rience hampered the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood (SPF) High School wres-
tling team last year, but this year’s
Raiders return a much more experi-
enced room with just a few newcom-
ers.

“It is a smaller room than what we
have had in the past, but it is a more
cohesive group. Out of all the kids in
the wrestling room right now, only
four came in without any wrestling
experience, so we really didn’t have
to go through the ranks with the nov-
ice stuff and really break it down.
From the Monday after Thanksgiv-
ing up until now, we have pretty much
been going at it in practice like it is
midseason,” Raider Head Coach TJ
Gavor said.

Coach Gavor is no stranger to the
Raider program, since he was the
assistant coach under John Schulz
for five years.

Two former SPF standouts, Nick
Giannaci and Marc Fabiano, are also
in the room as assistants.

“Nick Giannaci was a state tourna-
ment qualifier his senior year. He
moved up to be the assistant coach
and Marc Fabiano stepped in to be-
come the JV coach. Marc was a state
place winner. He took eighth at heavy-
weight,” Coach Gavor pointed out.

Additional help will come from an
experienced group of freshmen, who
will beef up the lower weights.

“Just based off what we have seen
in seven practices, some of the lighter
weight freshmen are really stepping
up and emerging as kids, who could
be varsity caliber wrestlers this year,”
Coach Gavor said.

JT Beirne is expected to compete
at 106-lbs.

“JT Beirne has a little bit of Jujitsu
background and doing some martial
arts through the years. He is pretty
ground in his wrestling background
as well,” Coach Gavor said.

Tom Cunningham will compete at
113-lbs.

“Tommy has been part of the Raider
wrestling program since he was seven
or eight years old coming up through
the PAL. He came with us to the duals
this summer, so we know his style.
He is really emerging in the room as
a freshman to watch,” Coach Gavor
said.

Another freshman to watch will be
Brian Lapham, who will occupy the
126-lb class.

“Brian is certified already at 126-
lbs. He has been very responsive.
Pretty much anything we throw at
him, he takes it in stride. Very re-
spectable his work ethic is. He is a
12-month wrestler. He is an APEX
kid. He goes to tournaments in the
off-season,” Coach Gavor said.

Sophomore Dom Natale, who had
19 wins last year, is expected to
wrestle 132-lbs and his brother Dion,
a senior, should compete at 138-lbs.

“Dominic is sort of an old-school
throwback. Lace them up and smack
you in the mouth wrestler! He
wrestled at 130-lbs. That was light
enough where you would see a lot of
freshmen and sophomores, but it’s
heavy enough to where he was seeing
some upperclassmen. To compile a
19-9 record as a freshman, is pretty
impressive,” Coach Gavor said. “He’s
got that lanky gait and likes to get in
on a power half and go to town.”

Veteran seniors Mike Steinfeld and

Sean Cannon are expected to compete
at 145-lbs and 152-lbs, respectively.

“They both came in pretty strong.
Steinfeld was at APEX over the sum-
mer. He hasn’t stopped since the end
of last summer. Sean travels with his
club team as well. Both of these kids
were basically born in singlets.
Steinfeld has looked incredible so
far. His motor is second to none. We
are expecting him to be a little bit
stronger than he was last year. Sean is
that wildcard wrestler, who could
upset anybody in the state. He’s got
all those funky moves in his arsenal.
We have coach Giannaci working
with that group, keeping them
humble,” Coach Gavor said.

Senior John Devia may be at 160-
lbs, along with a host of underclass-
men. Senior Luke Vuono and sopho-
more Mike Ridge will compete at
170-lbs or 182-lbs, and senior Mike
McFarlane will compete at 195-lbs.

Seniors Luke Mineo and Andrew
Jacobs will battle for the 220-lb spot.

“Those two would probably be var-
sity wrestlers on nine out of 10 line-
ups. Unfortunately, I have both of
them at the same weight class. We
will see if one of them would like to
step up and, at least, get down to 195
before districts,” Coach Gavor said.

Definitely filling out the heavy-
weight class will be junior Anthony
Tufaro, who weighs every ounce of
285-lbs.

“At the NWCA website last year,
out of the top-10 records, nine of
them graduated. He was the only kid
in the state that was over 33 wins last
year at heavyweight. He knows his
competition in the district and the
region. We certainly have high hopes
considering that,” Coach Gavor said.
“I am glad I got coach Fabiano in the
room [to wrestle Tufaro] to take the
burden off of me.”

The Raiders open their season to-
morrow, December 16, with a trian-
gular meet against J.P. Stevens and
Metuchen in Edison at 4 p.m.

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
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WHS Wrestlers Have
Depth and Experience
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BIG THREAT AT 145-LBS…Raider senior Mike Steinfeld, top, is expected to have a good season at 145-lbs. The Raiders
have returned a lot of experienced wrestlers and have some tough freshmen.

Raiders’ Goal Remains Same
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Senior guards/co-captains Dominic
Gonzalez, Ian Johnston and Anthony
Byers have been given the responsi-
bility of building a strong defense,
which should help the Raiders keep
the scores close at all times.

“I think our strength are our guards.
We return Dominic Gonzalez and Ian
Johnston, two real good, quick guards,
real good defenders. They are mak-
ing better decisions every day,” Coach
Doherty said.

Byers, who was outstanding on the
football field, will use his extraordi-
nary athleticism to frustrate oppo-
nents, make plenty of steals and grab
rebounds.

“Anthony Byers is a great athlete.
On the football field he was tremen-
dous. We are very tough defensively.
We are short a little bit on size, but we
can defend a lot of people [with] trap
press,” Coach Doherty said.

Last year on offense, Gonzalez
agitated opponents with his quick
moves to the basket, and coming off
the bench, Johnston displayed his

quickness and sleight of hand in cre-
ating steals.

Also coming onto the scene will be
junior Xavier Noel-Brooks, who
could also ad some offense.

“Our four guard, Xavier Noel-
Brooks, is a strong guard, who is shoot-
ing the ball a lot better. He is going to
get better throughout the year.

Junior forward Tom Bonacum was
very tough under the boards last year
and had the ability to dish out the
assists. A little more of the shooting
responsibility may also rest in
Bonacum’s hands.

“Tom Bonacum will speed up his
development a little more as an inside
presence. At 6’5” he is playing really
well,” Coach Doherty said.

Others who will be strong off the
bench are senior Tyree Singeltary and
junior Kevin Raszka, a 6’2” junior.

“We are going to be a big defensive
oriented team and then taking care of
the ball. We will have a number of
scorers who will help us. Tommy will
be our first option, but on any given
night, we could have anybody being
our leading scorer. Pretty much ev-
erybody can shoot [from the out-
side]. Even Tom against a tough
match-up, he will step out and hit a
three on people,” Coach Doherty said.

Although still in the MDUCC, there
have been some changes in the Raid-
ers’ schedule.

“We are still in that middle divi-
sion. We don’t play St. Benedict’s.
We backed off a couple of those
games. Roselle Catholic moved out
of our division, so we will play
Cranford twice,” Coach Doherty said.

The Raiders will compete in the
Tip-off Classic at West Orange High
School on December 17.

“We will play Neptune. They are
usually one of the better teams in
South Jersey every year,” Coach
Doherty said.
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