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Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments
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 It’s times like the present, when we truly realize the needs 

right here in our own backyard. That is why, now through  

December 31st, when you shop and dine locally using a  

Two River Community Bank debit card, we will donate a 

 percentage of the income to the Community FoodBank  

of New Jersey!

Toll Free: 1.877.706.9009

w w w . t w o r i v e r b a n k . c o m

Why Shop & Dine Locally?
          • Keep the dollars in the local economy

          • Local business owners invest in 

       their community

          • Community well-being

          • Local decision-making

And the list goes on, but the bottom line is this: We love our community. Let’s keep our support 

here. Together, we can make a difference this holiday season, so let’s make it a great one!

Nomination of Thomas Nast to
N.J. Hall of Fame Is Outrageous

The New Jersey Hall of Fame has
nominated Thomas Nast, cartoonist
and formally of Morristown, as one
of their inductees for the Hall of
Fame for 2012.

Mr. Nast is known for being the
father of the Republican Elephant,
Democratic Donkey and many other
famous cartoons. However, in 1871
he also authored “The American River
Ganges” which portrays Catholic
Bishops attacking American school
children and in other cartoons he
associates Irish as violent drunks.
Part of the Hall of Fame’s mission is
to educate and show our children
examples of what they can aspire to
be. Clearly, the Nast example is one
of the worst examples we can use to
illustrate such an important life les-
son. I find it is outrageous that the
New Jersey Hall of Fame is even
considering such a bigot in these times
for consideration.

According to the New Jersey Hall
of Fame website, any New Jersey
Hall of Fame nomination goes
through an expert of 30 or more pan-
elists of experts in their fields for a
first round of vetting. Once the nomi-
nation has been vetted it goes to the
Hall of Fame Voting Academy, which
consists of more than 100 organiza-
tions statewide.

If the nomination passes though
this round it then is announced on the
Hall of Fame website for the public to
vote on who deserves to be inducted.
This nomination is not only offensive
to the Irish and Catholics, but the fact
that the nomination made it past the
first and second rounds is mind bog-
gling! On behalf of Irish and Catho-
lics in New Jersey, we ask the New

Jersey Hall of Fame to immediately
withdraw the nomination and offer
an apology for their horrific, insensi-
tive nomination.

 The New Jersey Hall of Fame in-
cludes a wealth of talent including
Jon Bon Jovi, Abbott and Costello,
Phil Rizzuto, Jerry Lewis, Walt
Whitman, Widrow Wilson, Count
Basie, Larry Doby, Carl Lewis, Mary
Higgins Clark, Leon Hess and many
others who call New Jersey home.

Sean Pender, President
New Jersey Ancient Order of

Hibernians

New Jersey Needs to Raise Gas Tax
To Maintain, Repair Our Roads

Frederick L. Gruel, CEO of New
Jersey’s AAA club, is in all the papers
spreading the word that road safety
and deteriorating road conditions are
his greatest concerns. But then he
uses a survey of unhappy drivers (is
there any other kind in New Jersey?)
to assert that a gas tax increase should
be the state’s last resort in addressing
those concerns. AAA has been a sup-
porter of the gas tax in the past as long
as it’s used only to fund transporta-
tion, so Mr. Gruel’s “last resort” po-
sition on an increase seems to be a
new line in the sand.

Among the “funding” solutions Mr.
Gruel says his members do support
are eliminating waste, fraud and
abuse, stopping diversions of High-
way Trust Fund money to the general
fund, and halting the use of gas tax
revenues for state DOT salaries. All
well and good.

But that’s not really the problem, is
it? New Jersey hasn’t increased its
gas tax in 23 years. Accounting for
inflation, the 2.5-cent increase voted
in 1988 is worth next to nothing now
because it is not indexed. We are one
of the wealthiest states in the U.S.

and have the second lowest gas tax in
the country, behind Alaska and Wyo-
ming.

This is not just a New Jersey prob-
lem. The Federal Highway Trust Fund
is doling out more than it takes in and
Congress won’t consider a gas-tax
increase to keep it solvent. The fed-
eral gas tax runs about $19 per month
for the average driver. A 10-cent-per-
gallon increase would be enough to
keep our national highway system in
good repair, create jobs and shorten
delays. That dime a gallon equals
about $4 per month.

So, the question infrastructure ex-
perts ask is: “will America let its most
important public investments crumble
rather than pay $4 per month?”

Apparently yes. The last federal
gas tax increase was in 1993 and that
was a nickel, which is worth about
two cents today, after inflation.

Do AAA members in New Jersey
really feel that they are being unfairly
taxed and should not have to pay
more than they did in 1988 to use the
state’s public highways? Or is Mr.
Gruel positioning his politically pow-
erful organization for the coming
battle over how to save the state’s
bankrupt Highway Trust Fund.

If the opponents of a gas-tax in-
crease win that fight, then one of two
things will happen:

1. Roads will deteriorate, delays
will increase and the can will have
been kicked down the road again,
into our children’s laps. Every $1
spent to keep a good road good pre-
cludes spending $6 to $14 to rebuild
one that has deteriorated.

2. Or some other source of new
money besides highway user fees
will be used to shore up the Highway
Trust Fund. Income taxes? Property
taxes? Sales taxes? Millionaires?
Tolling free roads (we’re not build-
ing any new ones)?

New Jersey already ranks 48th in
the Tax Foundation’s State Business
Tax Climate Index. Taxing salaries
and wages or whatever to pay for
repairing roads would put New Jer-
sey at the dismal bottom of that list.

In the 1950s, our parents/grand-
parents worked hard, saved and paid
for New Jersey’s infrastructure, in-
cluding the 14 different interstate
highways that we rely on to speed us
to our jobs. That generation agreed to
double the New Jersey gas tax be-
tween 1954 and 1972 to help build
those roads. It’s our job to maintain,
repair and rehabilitate them, and that
takes money and grownups to make
the right choices today.

William Reinhardt
Westfield

Bill to Create ‘New Jersey Trade
Secrets Act’ On Governor’s Desk

TRENTON – Legislation to help pro-
tect the trade secrets of New Jersey busi-
nesses has been approved by both houses
of the Legislature and sent to the desk of
Governor Chris Christie.

The New Jersey Trade Secrets Act (S-
2456/A-921) would establish by law spe-
cific remedies available to businesses in
the event that a trade secret – such as a
formula, design, a prototype or invention
– is misappropriated. The bill is based on
legislation that exists in 46 states and the
District of Columbia.

“The New Jersey Trade Secrets Act
seeks to protect businesses operating in
our state by creating severe legal conse-
quences for individuals involved in the
wrongful disclosure of confidential in-
formation,” said Senator Nick Scutari
(D-22, Linden).

A trade secret is defined in the bill as
information, held by one or more people,
without regard to form, including a for-
mula, pattern, business data, program,
device, method, technique, design, dia-
gram, invention, plan, procedure, proto-
type or process, that: (1) derives indepen-
dent economic value, actual or potential,
from not being generally known to, and
not being readily ascertainable by proper
means by, other persons who can obtain
economic value from its disclosure or
use; and (2) is the subject of efforts that
are reasonable under the circumstances
to maintain its secrecy.

Under the bill, misappropriation means
the acquisition of a trade secret of another
by a person who knows or has reason to
know that the trade secret was acquired
by improper means, or improper disclo-
sure or use of a trade secret of another
without express or implied consent of the
trade secret owner. The holder of a trade
secret could seek the following remedies

for a misappropriation: damages for both
the actual loss suffered by the plaintiff and
for unjust enrichment of the defendant
caused by the misappropriation. Damages
may also include the imposition of a rea-
sonable royalty for unauthorized disclo-
sure or use; injunctive relief for actual or
threatened misappropriation of a trade se-
cret. Under certain exceptional circum-
stances, an injunction may condition fu-
ture use upon payment of a reasonable
royalty; and in cases involving the willful
and malicious misappropriation of a trade
secret, punitive damages, in an amount not
exceeding twice that awarded for actual
damages and unjust enrichment.

In addition, a court would be able to
award attorneys fees in any action in-
volving misappropriation if willful and
malicious misappropriation exists; a claim
of misappropriation is made in bad faith;
or a motion to terminate an injunction is
made or resisted in bad faith. The bill
stipulates that if a public entity or em-
ployee is the defendant in any action
involving misappropriation of a trade
secret, the provisions of the New Jersey
Tort Claims Act would supersede any
conflicting provision of the bill.

“Sen. Scutari said, “This measure will
go a long way toward protecting these
businesses, and will place New Jersey on
par with 46 other states and the District of
Columbia in helping companies to guard
their trade secrets.”

The Senate approved the bill 39-0 in
September; the Assembly approved it
79-0 last week. The legislation would
take effect immediately, except it would
not apply to misappropriation that oc-
curred prior to the effective date or to a
continuing misappropriation that began
prior to the date of the bill and continued
after the effective date of the bill.

Hoboken Ferry
Terminal Is Back

HOBOKEN – For the first time in
nearly 45 years, ferry service is oper-
ating at Hoboken Ferry Terminal. This
marks the completion of a massive
$120 million, nine-year redevelopment
and rehabilitation project of the Ferry
Terminal, owned by NJ Transit. For
more than 15 years, the Hoboken Ter-
minal and Yard complex has been un-
dergoing a major redevelopment and
rehabilitation; the restoration of ferry
services marks an important milestone
in this program. STV is the project
manager for the entire rehabilitation
program and also provided mechani-
cal, electrical, plumbing, and indus-
trial engineering design services.

The Ferry Terminal is one of the last
grand operating ferry terminals in the
country. It is an integral part of the
Hoboken Terminal, which is the larg-
est multi-modal terminal in the New
York Metro area and serves nearly
60,000 commuters each weekday.

The Hoboken Terminal was once
the crown jewel of the New Jersey
skyline. Ferry service at the terminal
ended in November 1967. As a result,
portions of the building fell into seri-
ous disrepair, and much of the unique
Beaux Arts-inspired ornate copper
cladding on the exterior had fallen off.
In 1973, in an effort to save the build-
ing, the complex was added to the
New Jersey and National Registers of
Historic Places.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HAVING A GOOD TIME...Cub Scouts from Tamaques School in Westfield
visited the newspaper office last Thursday to learn how the news is gathered,
edited and published.


