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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Board of Health OKs Sanitary Code,
One Percent Increase in WF Budget

The Westfield Board of Health met
on December 5 and approved a re-
vised Sanitary Code for the town.
The new code continues the board’s
education and enforcement strategy
to promote health and prevent dis-
ease and is designed to meet the es-
sential requirements of the state De-
partment of Health and Senior Ser-
vices. Among the requirements to
keep Westfield a healthy community,
residents must license their dogs and
cats and all residents and businesses
must have garbage pick-up. In addi-
tion to the chapters on animals and
rabies control and solid waste and
sewage control, the sanitary code
concerns commercial food and bev-
erage safety, communicable disease
prevention and control, exterior lead
paint removal, building sanitation and
heating, and noise control. Town resi-
dents can access the sanitary code on
the Westfield Regional Health De-
partment website
www.westfieldnj.gov/health.

The board also approved the 2012
budget for the Westfield Regional
Health Department. The total budget
for Westfield, $291,195, represents
less than one percent change from
2011 and is 9 percent less than in
2010. Westfield is the lead town for
the health department, which also
currently provides shared public
health services to seven neighboring
municipalities. The board is working
to increase the number of munici-
palities served by the health depart-
ment in order to further improve ser-
vice quality, regional cooperation,
efficiencies and cost control for all.

The health department is sponsor-
ing cholesterol screening with Over-
look Medical Center on Thursday,
January 12, from 10 a.m. to noon in
the municipal building (there is a $10
fee). The department is also sponsor-
ing free Peripheral Vascular Disease
screening with Overlook on Thurs-
day, February 9, from 10 a.m. to noon
in the municipal building. In addi-
tion, residents can attend free weekly
blood pressure screenings. For more

information about these programs and
to register, please call Laura Scanlon,
the public health nursing supervisor,
at (908) 789-4070, extension 4074.

Finally, I want to acknowledge and
thank the volunteer members of the
Board of Health and the senior staff
of the department for their terrific
work on behalf of public health in
Westfield: Tom O’Neill (vice-presi-
dent), Mitchell C. Beinhaker, Dr.
Vasilios Diamantopoulos, Dr. Ronen
Gold, Gavin Handwerker, Dr.
Seymour Koslowsky, David Oliveira,
Dr. David Weinman, Sam Della Fera
(our council liaison), health officer
Megan Avallone, principal registered
environmental health specialist Ken
Pincus and Laura Scanlon.

Information about all of the
department’s activities is available
on its website www.westfieldnj.gov/
health. The complete minutes of the
December 5 meeting will be posted
after review and approval at our Janu-
ary 9, 2012, meeting, which starts at
5 p.m. in the municipal building.

Dr. Lawrence Budnick
President, Westfield Bd. of Health

Ode to Leaves?
In the spirit of the holidays, please

sing to the tune of “Jingle Bells”:
*****

Walking down the street,
 In a one horse open sleigh
Can’t get very far,
 Branches and leaves in my way
I don’t want to be mean,
 But they’ve been here since Hallow-
een
Could they be cleared one day,
 Considering the high taxes we pay...
HEY!
Clean the streets!
Clean the streets!
Please do them today!
Isn’t it the least we get,
 For the high taxes we pay!
Happy Holidays Everyone!

Vince Gagliardi
Westfield

Shouldn’t Corzine Face
Theft Charges?

I am having a hard time under-
standing the rules: If I steal $50 from
Quick Chek or 7 Eleven, I am ar-
rested and go to jail. However, if I
steal over $1.2 billion, I am allowed
to walk free and go wherever I want
(Jon Corzine, for example). Is the
threshold, one billion and over that
there is no prosecution?

Carl Swenson
Westfield

Central Light Has Been Beaten to
Death; Leaf Pickup More Important

Leaf Piles Makes Walking Along
Westfield’s Busy Roads Treacherous

I just returned with my dogs from
our daily walk. It’s a beautiful early
December morning, mild and sunny
with barely a chill in the air. Our
usual route takes us through
Westfield’s Wychwood section and
down some of the loveliest streets in
town. Unfortunately, what should
have been a relaxing, enjoyable ex-
perience was anything but. Once
again, as has been the case virtually
every day since mid-October, I re-
turned with my teeth clenched and
my hands shaking.

Leaves, leaves everywhere! Wet
moldering leaves that prevent me
from enjoying my walk, make me
fear for my safety, and make me
reconsider leaving the house, even
during this autumn’s exceptionally
fine weather. I’m not alone. I see
other dog walkers and pedestrians,
joggers, bicyclists and folks pushing
strollers all trying to take pleasure in
the great outdoors without being run
off the road by a car or truck that is
apparently on its way to someplace
very, very important.

One stretch of Kimball Avenue is
particularly treacherous. Leaf piles
have narrowed the road so much there
is barely room for one car to pass, let
alone a car and a woman walking
three dogs. My options are to leap

into the wet decaying piles out of
harm’s way, walk through my neigh-
bors’ front yards, or stay home. Of
course, it would never occur to many
drivers to slow down when they see
human beings.

Westfield’s onmipresent landscap-
ing trucks and trailers make it even
more difficult to navigate the leaf-
strewn roads. I realize they are only
doing their jobs – adding MORE
leaves to the existing mounds of dead
foliage.

I understand there is (supposedly)
a pattern or system to the town’s
annual leaf collection. But to the ca-
sual observer, the pickup seems ca-
pricious and totally random at best. I
love our trees, but the overabundance
of rotting leaves on the streets creates
parking, safety and environmental
issues. And before you cite the un-
precedented late October storm as an
excuse, the situation has not been
much better during the four years my
husband and I have lived in town.

While the ever-growing leaf piles
may be gone by the time I return from
tomorrow’s walk, I have next year to
look forward to. Isn’t there a better
way?

Gretchen Schmidhausler
Westfield

Raritan Valley Rail Riders Get Nothing
From Extension of NYC Subway

Recently Senator Tom Kean, Jr.
contributed an op-ed piece in The
Westfield Leader favoring the exten-
sion of the #7 New York subway line
to Secaucus. Senator Kean praises
that plan as being the best solution
for increasing trans-Hudson rail ca-
pacity while addressing trans-Hudson
congestion. As chairman of the
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition, I must
respectfully disagree. The #7 New
York subway line extension does
nothing for the Raritan Valley rail
riders from High Bridge, Somerville,
Plainfield, Westfield, Cranford, Union
and points in between.

Since the coalition’s inception un-
der the guidance of Congressman
Bob Franks in 1998, the Raritan Val-
ley Rail Coalition’s number one pri-
ority has been a one-seat ride into
Manhattan, which is now available to
many rail commuters on other lines
but not Raritan valley line riders. Our
riders now have a two-seat ride with
an awkward transfer at Newark’s Penn
Station. The #7 New York subway

line extension would at best move the
transfer point from Newark to
Secaucus and at worst result in a
three-seat ride with two transfers for
constituents in Senator Kean’s dis-
trict. The #7 New York subway line
extension is not the answer.

While the rail coalition recognizes
there are many complex engineering
issues related to the proposed Gate-
way Tunnel Project, which would
expand access to Manhattan’s Penn
Station, we are pleased that a federal
grant of $15 million has been re-
ceived by Amtrak for advancing en-
gineering on this project. We look
forward to supporting direct access
to Manhattan’s Penn Station, provid-
ing a one-seat ride by utilizing the
new dual mode locomotives. This
will benefit not only the Raritan Val-
ley Line riders, but also other lines
that currently have either partial or
no electrification.

Peter Palmer
Chairman, RV Rail Coalition
Somerset County Freeholder

Collusion Error
Collided in Headline
I am a big fan of The Westfield

Leader. I was a little disappointed
with the major misspelling on the
front page last week: “BOE auditor
says collision made bid rigging tough
to catch.” I believe the word should
have been “collusion.”

Does anyone proof the pages be-
fore they are printed?

Carol Molnar
Westfield

What Happened? I had to check to
see if I actually had The Westfield
Leader. It looked strange not to see
something about the traffic light on
Central Avenue on the first page.

Now we can worry about the im-
portant things like “what flavor cof-
fee will they have in the morning at
the Train Station News Stand? Or
will the train be on time?”

I think the concern about the Cen-
tral Avenue light has been beaten to

death. Leaf and branch pick is far
more important and the streets are
now safer since most of the debris has
been removed.

The photo of the Yuletide Carolers
in downtown Westfield is a great ex-
ample of what Westfield is all about.
We may have some little complaints,
but it’s still a great place to live.

Tom Lienhard
Westfield

Over $1.2 Billion?
Guess Too Many

Others Are Connected

Judges Must Comply
With The Law

Pension and benefits reforms
should apply to the judiciary. I sup-
port Governor Christie’s argument
that the pension reforms apply equally
to all public employees, including
the judiciary. I am disturbed that three
of the judges renominated for tenure
did not express solidarity with the
other employees of the State of New
Jersey.

All other public employees are
complying with the law that requires
higher pension and health benefits
contributions. I therefore voted no on
those three re-nominations and I hope
they would reconsider and voluntar-
ily make the contributions like all
other public employees. After all
equal treatment under the law is the
basis of our legal system.

In our system we have three co-
equal branches of government. For
the judiciary to claim it should be
treated differently during this time of
economic crisis and uncertainty
threatens the solvency of the pension
and health benefits system. I look
forward to working with the Gover-
nor and my colleagues across the
aisle to solve this problem in the near
future.

Senator Gerald Cardinale (R-39)
Cresskill

Signs, Dogs May Stop Solicitors;
Not the New Fanwood Ordinance

Fanwood is the latest municipality to enact a Do
Not Knock policy in effort to do... something? We’re
not sure what it’s really for. Is it to stop the intrusion
of door-to-door solicitors and peddlers from coming
to homes that do not want these visitors? Or is it to
get a closer look at who might be roaming the
neighborhoods and possibly be up to no good?
Residents are told to go onto Fanwood’s website to
sign up to get on the list which will be maintained by
the borough with a copy given for enforcement by
the police department.

What happened to the days of posting “No Solic-
iting” signs? That seemed to do the trick. “Beware of
Dog” signs have also been known to be quite effec-
tive. Keeping the front porch lights off has always
been the signal for trick-or-treaters to stay away on
Halloween. What about children selling Girl Scouts
cookies? Does this ordinance apply to them? And
what about the neighbor seeking signatures on a
petition on some local issue? Are they exempt? Just

like the Do Not Call list a few years ago, Fanwood’s
ordinance excludes politicians from having to com-
ply. It also does not limit members of religious
groups or environmental causes, etc. from conduct-
ing door-to-door campaigns.

What’s the point of the ordinance in the first
place? The door-to-door salesman hasn’t been around
since the days of Bud Abbott and Lou Costello.

Is Santa Clause going to be banned from homes
that signed up for this Do Not Knock list? We guess
Santa will literally have to check his list twice to see
who is naughty and nice. Maybe Tony Orlando will
be banned from knocking three times.

In our opinion, government does not need to get
involved in soliciting. And Fanwood’s ordinance on
who is exempt has more holes in it than Swiss
cheese.

If homeowners just post “no trespassing” signs
and call police when someone violates the “house
rules,” that ought to do it.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Sarcenet – A soft silk cloth, used for

ribbons, linings, etc.
2. Hornotine – A bird in its first year
3. Juramentado – A Filipino Moslem

who takes an oath before a priest that he
will die killing Christians

4. Pileous – Hairy

ULOTRICHI
1. A disease of the gums characterized

by bleeding or hemorraging
2. In South Africa, an outsider; a for-

eigner
3. The woolly-haired peoples
4. The elm family of trees

EXPERRECTION
1. To remove the bones from
2. Putting out or destroying the eyes
3. Coughing up or spitting
4. Awaking from sleep

DELIQUATE
1. To melt or be dissolved
2. To make harmful or injurious
3. To please, charm or delight
4. To accuse or inform against

PRATTI
1. Established practice or custom
2. Cymbals
3. A translucent quartz of leek-green

color
4. Idle babble or chat

The Only Courtesy Appropriate Is
That Which Is Due to The Citizens
Two Essex County state senators are using a politi-

cal game known as senatorial courtesy to hold up 20
Essex County nominations by Governor Chris
Christie on essential positions ranging from the
state’s education commissioner to a seat on the Kean
University Board of Trustees here in Union County.
It’s getting so bad that Essex County is running out
of judges and has suspended court.

Senatorial courtesy is an unwritten practice used
by state senators to block consideration of nomina-
tions from the Governor’s office. Senators from both
political parties have often used the rule over the
years to block nominations of judges and others,
either in opposition to the nominees or to get the
Governor to support some piece of legislation they
are sponsoring.

In our view, it is really a form of filibuster and is no
more than political quackery. If the Democrats want
to oppose Governor Christie’s nominees, then they
should vote against them in committee or in the full
Senate.

State Senators Dick Codey and Ron Rice (both D-
Essex) are refusing to end their hold up of the
nominees. Senator Kevin O’Toole (R-Essex) has
called the holdup of judicial nominees a crisis in the

county and has asked Senate President Stephen
Sweeney (D-Gloucester) to suspend senatorial cour-
tesy by the Essex delegation. In response, Sen. Rice
has accused Gov. Christie of being the one holding
up the judicial nominations in Essex County, saying
the Governor has taken the action to force him and
Senator Codey to allow the Governor’s nominations
to move forward, including Acting Education Com-
missioner Chris Cerf.

Gov. Christie this week also nominated Attorney
General Paula Dow to the Superior Court in Essex.
How long will this take?

Holding up qualified individuals to commissions
like the University of Medicine and Dentistry of
New Jersey (UMDNJ), the Board of Trustees, Lot-
tery Commission or even the Board of Tree Experts
seems pointless to us. Destructive too.

Rather than holding up judicial nominations per-
haps the Governor could holdup the paychecks of
Sens. Codey and Rice. Better yet, the feudal Senato-
rial practice should be ended entirely.

The only courtesy that the state legislature should
extend is that which is due to the citizens.

Let’s stop playing games. Government is defunct
enough.

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Deborah Scanlon, chair


