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Pat DiFabio Honored for
Sixty Yrs. With Garwood FD

DEDICATED FIREFIGHTER...Garwood Councilman and Fire Commissioner
Lou Petruzzelli, left, and Fire Chief Wayne Frew, right, congratulate Firefighter
Pat DiFabio on his 60th  anniversary with the Garwood Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment. The ceremony was held December 11 at The Westwood in Garwood.  Please
see story below.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Unemployment Rate
‘Down’ to 8.6 Percent
WASHINGTON, D.C. — The

nation’s unemployment rate
dropped to 8.6 percent in Novem-
ber — the lowest in two-and-a-half
years.

The big dip in unemployment from
9 percent in October occurred even
though the Labor Department re-
ported that just 120,000 jobs were
added in November. “Nonfarm pay-
roll employment added 140,000 pri-
vate sector jobs last month. This
means we’ve added 1.9 million pri-
vate sector jobs over the past year —
an average of 157,000 a month,” U.S.
Secretary of Labor Hilda Solis said.

Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th)  re-
sponded that, “Today’s unemploy-
ment report brings some welcome
news as American families head into
the holiday season. An unemploy-
ment rate of 8.6 percent is still unac-
ceptably high making November the
34th straight month where the job-
less rate has been 8 percent or
higher.”

Christie Nominates Dow for
Seat on Superior Court in Essex

Governor Chris Christie has nomi-
nated Attorney General Paula Dow to
a judgeship on state Superior Court
in Essex County, the county where
Ms. Dow previously served as county
prosecutor, according to news reports.
The Governor also nominated his
chief counsel, Jeff Chiesa, to replace
Ms. Dow as attorney general.

Senator Nick Scutari (R-22, Lin-
den) said the judiciary committee, of
which he chairs, would not meet until
after the new year. Governor Christie
has said he hoped the nominations
could be confirmed this month.

Corzine Says He Doesn’t Know
Where $1.2 Bil. in Funds Went
Former MF Global chief executive

Jon Corzine, in testimony last Thurs-
day before House Agriculture Com-
mittee, said he doesn’t know what
happened to $1.2 billion in missing
customer funds, USA Today reported.

In his written statement, Mr.
Corzine said the brokerage’s deci-
sion to seek bankruptcy court protec-
tion was due to a $119.4-million
write-off of tax benefits that could no
longer be classified as assets.

“I am not in a position, given the
number of transactions, to know any-
thing specifically about the move-
ment of any specific funds, and I will
repeat, certainly would never intend
to direct or have segregated funds
moved,” Mr. Corzine said in answer-
ing a question on whether there had
been any “authorized or unautho-
rized transfers” of customer funds.

USA Today reported that MF
Global’s collapse has been a hardship
for ranchers and farmers who used the
brokerage for commodities market
trades in an effort to protect them
against swings in agriculture prices.

Assembly Panel OK’s Moving
BOE Elections to November

The Assembly Appropriations Com-
mittee on Thursday approved a bill
that would allow school board elec-
tions to be held during November.
Assemblyman Lou Greenwald and
Sen. Donald Norcross (both D-
Camden) have said the change would
save towns money and increase voter
turnout for school board elections that
traditionally have low participation.

The bills (A-4394 and S-3148)
would give local boards of educa-
tion, municipalities and voters the
option of moving the election date.
Towns or BOEs would have to adopt
resolutions to move the election date

or have a petition signed by 15 per-
cent of the legally qualified voters
who voted in the previous Presiden-
tial election to force the change,
nj.com reported. Municipalities
would save between $10 million and
$12 million, Asm. Greenwald said.

Garrett Supports Bill Against
U.S. Bailout of European Banks
Americans for Limited Govern-

ment President Bill Wilson has
praised Rep. Scott Garrett (R-5th) for
co-sponsoring legislation, H.R. 2313,
“that would bring an end to any U.S.
involvement via the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) to bail out
European banks that bet poorly on
sovereign debt,” according to a press
release from the organization. The
Congressman is the chairman of the
financial Services Subcommittee on
Capital Markets and Government-
Sponsored Enterprises.

“All indications coming out of the
recent European summit are that the
IMF will play a leading role in bail-
ing out European financial institu-
tions that bet poorly on sovereign
debt through some $200 billion house
of cards scheme…This means U.S.
taxpayers, who have already poured
at least $20 billion into propping up
Portugal, Greece, and Ireland through
the IMF, will again be on the hook
when the European governments de-
fault on their debt,” Mr. Wilson said.
Rockland Taxes to Jump Under

Budget OK’d by Legislature
Rockland County, N.Y.

homeowners will pay $172 more on
average in taxes under a budget ap-
proved by the county legislature, The
Journal News has reported. The new
budget, which differs from the one
proposed by county executive Scott
Vanderhoef, will save more than 500
jobs and keep Summit Hospital, the
county-run hospital, open.

Anna Little Looking
To Run for U.S. Senate

Anna Little, who lost to Rep. Frank
Pallone (D-6th) in 2010 after upset-
ting Diane Gooch in the GOP pri-
mary as a Tea Party supported candi-
date,   is moving  closer to declaring
her candidacy to seek the Republican
nomination to run against Democratic
incumbent U.S. Sen. Robert
Menendez (D-N.J.) next year,
politickernj.com is reporting. State
Senator Joseph Kyrillos (R-13,
Middleton) is also said to be consid-
ering running. Ian Linker, a Bergen
County attorney, is the only canidate
to declare to date.

Christie Rips Codey, Rice
For Blocking Essex Nominees

GARWOOD — Firefighter Pat
DiFabio was honored by the Garwood
Fire Department on December 11 at
The Westwood in Garwood for his 60
years of active service to the depart-
ment. He was presented with a ring
by Fire Chief Wayne Frew and also
was presented with a resolution by
George Heflich, Sr., president of the
New Jersey State Firemen’s Associa-
tion, for his many years of service to
the department and the community
of Garwood.

Firefighter DiFabio joined the
Garwood FD on January 3, 1951 at
the age of 23, and became a life
member of the New Jersey State
Firemen’s Association in 1969. He
had been active in the department
over many years, serving on many
committees and chairing some. He
has also been involved with the
fire prevention program each Oc-
tober, where he has visited  schools
and helped  teach the students about
fire safety.

In 1995 he attended the Middlesex
County Fire Police Academy where
he graduated after completing a
course on fire police instructions. At
that time he was made a Garwood fire
police officer by the fire department.
The Garwood Knights of Columbus
honored him in 2011 as the outstand-
ing firefighter of the year. He was
also was honored by the Education
Foundation of Garwood as an out-
standing citizen.

Firefighter DiFabio is still active
with the fire department and answers

calls no matter what time of day or
night as a fire police officer. He can
usually be found every Sunday morn-
ing at the firehouse making coffee for
the men and passing on his jokes and
good nature.

In his spare time he volunteers at
Runnells Specialized Hospital in
Berkeley Heights.

TRENTON – Citing the failure and
refusal of Essex County senators to
fulfill their duty in the nominations
process – and the impact of that failure
on operations of the Superior Court
and state government – Governor Chris
Christie has said using senatorial cour-
tesy as an excuse to unnecessarily
delay confirmation for qualified nomi-
nees must come to an end.

Twenty nominees from Essex
County have been stalled in the Legis-
lature because senatorial courtesy is
being used  to block their nominations
from moving forward, the Governor’s
office said. The average gubernatorial
nominee from Essex County has waited
231 days since their nomination was
submitted to the Senate, with some
being delayed 18 months.

“The behavior of certain legisla-
tors in blocking well-qualified nomi-
nees for their own narrow, often per-
sonal interests is completely unac-
ceptable and now affecting the ad-
ministration of justice for the citi-
zens of Essex County,” Governor
Christie said.

Waiting 577 days for action on her
nomination to the University of Medi-
cine and Dentistry of New Jersey
(UMDNJ) Board of Trustees is Dr.
Eve Elizabeth Slater, a former senior
vice-president of worldwide policy
for Pfizer, Inc. and the first woman to

serve as assistant secretary of health in
the U.S. Department of Health and Hu-
man Services. Dr. James Orsini, whose
nomination to the UMDNJ Board of
Trustees has been delayed for 381 days,
has been a physician with UMDNJ’s
Department of Medicine, Hematology/
Oncology since 1985.The governor said
Acting Education Commissioner Cerf
has been refused a hearing for his con-
firmation as commissioner of the de-
partment for nearly a year. The Gover-
nor called on Senators Dick Codey and
Ronald Rice to stop the abuse of sena-
torial courtesy.

The nominees being held up are for
positions on the Board of Tree Experts,
Catastrophic Illness in Children Relief
Fund Commission, Ellis Island Advi-
sory Commission, Essex County Board
of Taxation, Governor’s Council on
Alcoholism and Drug Abuse, Kean Uni-
versity Board of Trustees, New Jersey
Cemetery Board, New Jersey Health
Care Facilities Financing Authority,
New Jersey State Council on the Arts,
Passaic Valley Sewerage Commission,
Police and Firemen’s Retirement Sys-
tem of New Jersey Board of Trustees,
Site Remediation Professional Licens-
ing Board, State Council on Develop-
mental Disabilities, State Lottery Com-
mission, and the University of Medi-
cine and Dentistry of New Jersey Board
of Trustees.

Fed, Currency Comptroller
Offers  Foreclosure Review

TRENTON — Because of the on-
going foreclosure crisis, the Federal
Reserve Board and Office of the
Comptroller of the Currency have
initiated a no-cost Independent Fore-
closure Review program.
Homeowners who were in foreclo-
sure during 2009 and 2010 and who
believe they were financially harmed
by misrepresentations or errors made
by their lender can request the inde-
pendent foreclosure review. Compen-
sation may be available for finan-
cially harmed homeowners.

Over 20 leading mortgage providers
including Bank of America, Chase and
Wells Fargo, are required to contact
and provide a request for review form
to any borrower that was involved in a
foreclosure action on a primary resi-
dence between January 1, 2009 and
December 31, 2011.The independent
foreclosure reviews are conducted by
independent consultants who are over-
seen by the Federal Reserve.

Examples of situations that may
have led to financial injury include:
The mortgage balance amount at the
time of the foreclosure was more than
you actually owed; you were doing
everything the modification agreement

required, but the foreclosure sale still
happened; the foreclosure action oc-
curred while you were protected by
bankruptcy; you requested assistance/
modification, submitted complete
documents on time, and were waiting
for a decision when the foreclosure
sale occurred or fees charged or mort-
gage payments were inaccurately cal-
culated, processed, or applied.

Another example would be that
the foreclosure action occurred on
a mortgage that was obtained be-
fore active duty military service
began and while on active duty, or
within nine months after the active
duty ended and the service member
did not waive his/her rights under
the Service Members Civil Relief
Act.

Borrowers can request a review or
ask questions by calling 1-888-952-
9105 Monday through Friday from 8
a.m. to 10 p.m. or on Saturday from
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. For more information
and a complete listing of the partici-
pating mortgage servicers, visit
independantforeclosurereview.com.
Requests for reviews must be post-
marked no later than April 30, 2012
to be eligible for review.
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