
Serving the community since 1959

SEVENTY FIVE CENTS(908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comOUR 52nd YEAR – ISSUE NO. 50-2011 Published Every Thursday Since 1959

www.timesnj.com
USPS 485200

Periodical – Postage Paid at Rahway, N.J.
Thursday, December 15, 2011

PPPPPAAAAAGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5
Police ............ 6
Community ... 6-9
Obituary ........ 8

Education ...... 16
Sports ............ 11-15
Real Estate .... 11-14
Classifieds ..... 15
A&E .............. 17-18

Congratulations to Our 
Sales Associates of the Month!For 

Listings

Eulondia Reese-Turner
Snap this QR code 

with your smartphone
 to visit our web site

Julie Murphy Cathy Splinter EuEuloloondndn iaia R Reee sphyhyy CaCaCathththyyy yy SpSpSpplilintntntererer

Westfield-West | 600 North Avenue West, Westfield | 908-233-0065 | www.cbmoves.com/westfieldwest
©2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned And Operated By NRT LLC.       ©©©©     

For 

Sales

Horace R. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times - Nov. 23, 2006
BEGINNING TO LOOK A LOT LIKE CHRISTMAS...Festive wreaths adorn lampposts in Fanwood three years ago around
the train station in anticipation of the holiday season. Santa is coming to town in Fanwood and Scotch Plains this weekend.

Paul J. Peyton for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BUDGET 101…Scotch Plains Township Manager Chris Marion, far right,
makes a point while explaining the municipal budget process to residents, from
left to right, Al McMahon, Robert Petix and John Brewer. The meeting was held
Thursday morning at the municipal building.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ALL ABOARD...This Scotch Plains family is all set for the Santa Train last
Saturday, a two-hour ride with Santa and his elves. Santa poses for a picture with
all on board. Retired members of Jersey Central Railroad, NJ Transit and
railroad historians, in cooperation with NJ Transit, run the train from Westfield
to Raritan and back. The children each receive a gift as well as candy canes.

Health Insurance, Tax Appeals
Impacting Scotch Plains Budget

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Members of
the Scotch Plains community re-
ceived a budget briefing from Town-
ship Manager Chris Marion last
Thursday and learned more about
the municipal budget process.

Mr. Marion said last year’s mu-
nicipal budget was $23 million and
represents 16 percent of residents’
property-tax bills. The biggest
spending item in the municipal bud-
get is public safety, which includes
police, fire and the township’s con-
tribution to emergency medical ser-
vices. Insurance represents 14 per-
cent of the spending plan, with de-

ferred charges and statutory ex-
penses accounting for 10 percent.
Public works and recreation account
for 9 and 5 percent, respectively.

He said revenues have been lower
in recent years, mostly from a 22-
percent drop in state aid in 2010,
accounting for $626,255. Aid was
flat in 2011 at $2,227,587.

“Our budget goals are similar
again this year: to maintain core
municipal services for the citizens
of Scotch Plains, minimize tax im-
pact and remain under statutory
caps. We are also looking to avoid
additional reductions, of course,”
Mr. Marion said. “I always tell the
unions that everything is on the

table.” He has told department heads
that he is looking for a “conserva-
tive budget” in 2012 and that “all
line items will be scrutinized.”

The manager, who serves as the
township’s chief operating officer,
said Scotch Plains had layoffs in
2009 but was able to maintain its
municipal workforce in 2010 and
2011. The township had not filled
some vacancies in police and pub-
lic works.

“That’s changing as of this month
because we found due to the storms
that we had…that our overtime was
up,” Mr. Marion explained. “We
also have an issue in regards to
manpower and staffing.”

In terms of municipal contracts,
he said the current police contract
calls for a 2-percent increase in
2012, and the union representing
public works and recreation em-
ployees currently is in negotiations
with the township. The police union
agreed to change to a point of ser-
vice (POS) insurance plan as well
as a new three-tier prescription pro-
gram.

In terms of the 2-percent munici-
pal spending cap, Mr. Marion said
the 2011 budget was $451,802 be-
low the cap.

The manager noted that the state
this year began requiring towns to
separate out library budgets from
the municipal budget. The Scotch
Plains Public Library assessment
this year was $1,347,193. A board
of trustees governs the library.

Looking at 2012, Mr. Marion said
proposals for employee health in-
surance premiums for next year
came in at between 16.6 percent
and 19 percent, but Mr. Marion ex-
pects that the township would be
able to get that number down to a
9.5-percent hike over 2011. Other
cost drivers, he said, are pension
payments for police and fire and
public employees.

“How do you know these are le-
gitimate (proposals)? Are you do-
ing any follow-up to ensure these
are legitimate?” resident Robert
Petix inquired.

Mr. Marion said the township re-
tains an insurance broker and that
the township has been “very thor-
ough” in its review of proposals for

Paul J. Peyton  for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HAPPY 104TH...Marie Rehn blows out the birthday candles to mark her 104th
birthday with the help of her daughter, Marlene Ring, far left, and granddaugh-
ter, Suzanne Glassman, during a birthday party at Brighton Gardens in
Mountainside.
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Mahr: Shared Services, Tax Relief
Main Focus for Fanwood in 2012

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Mayor Colleen
Mahr, during the borough council’s
last regular meeting of the year Tues-
day night, indicated that shared ser-
vices will continue to be a key local
issue for 2012.

“Property tax relief…that is where
our focus is,” said the mayor, adding,
“Shared services is the vehicle to get
us there now…not in a few years.”

Mayor Mahr, who said she is “hon-
ored and excited” to begin her third
term January 1, emphasized that,
“there is no [municipal] consolida-
tion movement underfoot” by either
the Fanwood or Scotch Plains gov-
erning bodies.

Rather, the mayor indicated, she is
eager to meet with Scotch Plains of-
ficials in early January to resume
discussions on the proposed merger
of the two towns’ police departments.

Mayor Mahr called the proposed
police merger “a bold move” and
acknowledged that, “there will be

hurdles.”
But the mayor also said, “I know

that we’re on the right track.”
Mayor Mahr said “there was a break

from the conversation” with Scotch
Plains regarding joint police services
when Scotch Plains looked into the
Union County system and then pro-
posed running both municipalities’
dispatching, purportedly at a lower
cost.

Later in the meeting, during public
comments, resident Joe Nagy asked
about the potential cost savings asso-
ciated with a shared Fanwood-Scotch
Plains police department.

Mayor Mahr acknowledged, “I
don’t have up-to-date numbers,” but
she noted, “our police [operating
budget] numbers have changed sig-
nificantly downward” as a result of
joining the Union County dispatch-
ing system and other cost-saving
measures.

Mayor Mahr said an “operations
plan” for a joint police department
has been “prepared in draft form.”
The mayor indicated she would like
to make the report public in January
or February, followed by a commu-
nity meeting in late February or early
March.

“I think we’ll have some signifi-
cant stuff to put our teeth into,” Mayor
Mahr said.

“You are not as far along as I
thought you would be [regarding
shared police services],” Mr. Nagy

said.
The mayor agreed, saying, “We

need to pick up the pace.”
During council comments, nearly

every member of the governing body
took the opportunity to address
shared-services topics.

Councilman Robert Manduca
pointed to the need to “take into ac-
count the risk-reward” of joint ven-
tures, but commended the mayor for
her efforts on that front.

Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
questioned Scotch Plains’ joint dis-
patching proposal and noted earlier
estimates showing a higher cost, ask-
ing, “How can Scotch Plains do it for
less [money] now?”

Councilman Russell Huegel urged
action on shared-services proposals
that have already been examined.

“I would think property-tax relief
would not mean spending more
money on studies,” he said.

Councilman Anthony Parenti sug-
gested, “We have to look at [police
and other shared-services proposals]
very, very carefully;” but, he added,
“If it’s going to save us any tax money,
I’m all for it.”

Councilman Mike Szuch urged the
mayor to “put a Republican” on the
Shared Services Committee.

Mr. Szuch said, “there has not been
a Republican on that committee since
it was formed” in 2009.

“We’ll see if we all can’t do a little
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Aschenbach Ends Tenure;
Criticizes Birchwood Ruling

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – Mayor Daniel
Aschenbach bid adieu to the town-
ship government on Tuesday, ending
a municipal government career that
began in the early 1980s and ended
last month when he was defeated for
re-election to his township commit-
tee seat.

“Use me up until I’m done,” the
mayor said at Tuesday’s committee
meeting, quoting an Oprah Winfrey
aphorism. It was the final meeting of
2011, which the mayor referred to as
“quite a year,” citing Hurricane Irene
in late August and its aftermath, as
well as township financial woes ear-
lier in the year and the ongoing fight
to prevent development of the
Birchwood Avenue property. While
Mr. Aschenbach did not quite rule out
running for office in the future, he
also vowed to “stay involved.” He
devoted most of his remarks to prais-
ing the township team that has worked
with him during his 2011 mayoralty,
including Township Attorney Daniel
McCarthy, Acting Township Admin-
istrator and Police Chief Eric Mason,
his committee colleagues and town-
ship employees.

Earlier, Deputy Mayor Kevin
Campbell praised the mayor’s efforts
during the post-Irene recovery as “off
the charts” and “exemplary.” Com-
missioner David Robinson, who is
slated to become mayor in 2012 when

the Republicans regain control of the
committee, praised Mr. Aschenbach’s
role in the Irene recovery as “tremen-
dous,” telling the mayor that, “you
were there leading the community.”

In other business, Mayor
Aschenbach said it was “obviously
outrageous” that a judge ruled on
Monday that the Birchwood Avenue
development, which calls for 360
housing units to be built, can go for-
ward. The mayor said the township
committee on Monday night had ap-
proved the filing with the state Supe-
rior Court of a motion to reconsider,
adding that there is a “strong case”
for an appeal of the judge’s ruling.
The township has opposed the devel-
opment, instead seeking to turn the
property into a retention basin in an
effort to mitigate flooding on nearby
streets.

Mr. McCarthy said the motion to
reconsider will be filed by Thursday,
December 29, and told a questioning
resident that there are some proce-
dural matters that must first occur
before a formal appeal of the ruling
can be filed.

At the start of the meeting, the
mayor spent 30 minutes handing out
certificates of appreciation to mem-
bers of the Cranford High School
varsity football team, which won the
state championship on December 3.
“You have made Cranford very
proud,” he told the several dozen

WF Resident Is Shocked By
Lack of Tree Removal Policy

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – When Carl Cetera
returned home to Wyandotte Trail
from a weekend vacation, he was “in
shock” to find that his neighbor had
taken down more than 30 trees, but
he was further stunned when he found
out there were no regulations gov-
erning such practices.

While other towns have ordinances
on the books that prevent homeowners
from cutting down privately owned
trees without a permit, Westfield has
no such ordinance. Town Adminis-
trator Jim Gildea told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, “We don’t
have any regulations that overstep
private-property rights.” He added
that there are no violations on this
particular property.

Property owners have the right to
remove any and all trees from their
property, with the exception of trees
located in the town or county right of
way. Only when filing for a demoli-
tion permit or making application to

the planning or zoning board is the
property owner required to submit
a tree plan.

According to Town Engineer Kris
McAloon, when a resident applies for
a demolition permit, he inspects the
site and the tree commission makes
recommendations regarding the num-
ber of trees being removed and the
number to be planted. He said that,
“for the most part, we have compli-
ance (with the recommendations).”

Councilman Dave Haas, who
serves as the governing body liai-
son to the tree commission, added
that the recommendations are non-
binding.

Ralph Rapuano, Jr., whose com-
pany, Elegant Homes, is doing con-
struction on the property where Mr.
Cetera is questioning the tree re-
moval, said that the property owner,
Adam Levy, has “followed every
guideline.” Mr. Rapuano told The
Times that his company is not the
property owner and that the trees
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