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WAX OFFER
FOR FIRST  TIME GUEST

*

CALL NOW TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATION! 520 North Avenue Garwood, NJ 07027
(Across From Shop Rite)

www.waxcenter.com

*Ask For Details

908.789.1515

Horace R. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times - Nov. 23, 2006
BEGINNING TO LOOK A LOT LIKE CHRISTMAS...Festive wreaths adorn lampposts in Fanwood three years ago around
the train station in anticipation of the holiday season. Santa is coming to town in Fanwood and Scotch Plains this weekend.

Paul J. Peyton for The Westfield Leader
BUDGET 101…Scotch Plains Township Manager Chris Marion, far right,
makes a point while explaining the municipal budget process to residents, from
left to right, Al McMahon, Robert Petix  and John Brewer. The meeting was held
Thursday morning at the municipal building.

efits, and the council could not pro-
vide a figure. “I don’t understand
how you can vote on this ordinance
and not know how much you are
going to save; it doesn’t make any
sense whatsoever,” Mr. McCarrick
said.

“We can’t afford this anymore,”
Councilman Jim Mathieu said,
blaming the state’s 2-percent cap.

“If we go above that 2 percent,
somebody is going to be laid off.
You’ll end up with a borough who
has a big payroll and no employ-
ees,” Councilman Keith Sluka said.

After the motion to adopt was
made, Councilman Mathieu said to
the mayor that she originally in-
structed the Laws and Licenses
Committee to remove longevity
from the personnel policy. He said
the mayor wrote in an e-mail dated
June 8, “I would certainly want to
rid ourselves of longevity as it is
not acceptable to me.” She replied
to Mr. Mathieu that the statement
does not comprise all of her thoughts
on the issue.

“What evolved out of your com-
mittee was not what I had in mind,”
she said.

Breaking ground on the athletic
field complex will be delayed yet
again after bids for the complex
came in over budget of the $2.1-
million bond ordinance approved
in 2007, with bids ranging from
$2.65 million to over $5 million. A
new bond ordinance would need to
be approved at a rate higher than
the lowest bid in order to proceed
with accepting a bid, Mr. Triarsi
said.

A grant in the amount of $875,000
had come in after the bond ordi-
nance was adopted, Borough Clerk
Christina Ariemma said, which
would help offset the monies the
borough would have to burden tax-
payers with.

About $800,000 would be raised
through taxes to build the athletic
field complex, according to the
council.

Legal issues also complicate the
matter, Mr. Triarsi said. This in-
cludes a letter from FieldTurf, an
artificial turf supplier, that puts the
borough on notice that the com-
pany reserves the right to file a
lawsuit if the borough approves the
bid because the borough would be
in violation of public contracts law,
Perry DiPiazza, regional vice-presi-
dent of FieldTurf, told The Westfield
Leader. He spoke before the coun-
cil explaining the company’s posi-
tion.

He said the borough’s consult-
ant, John Bell of Kinsey Associ-
ates, worded the bid to say that no
alternate brands of artificial turf
may be considered, which is ille-
gal, Mr. DiPiazza said.

He also noted that the borough
“would have realized a $100,000
savings” by using another brand
other than the brand specified on
the base bid.

Russell Graham of Liberty Court
asked during public comments
when the public works department
will remove trees and limbs left on
the curbside and roadside after
October’s snowstorm.

“The guys are doing the best they
can,” Council President Timothy
Hak said. He said it is not in the
budget to pay overtime.

“We are six inches of snow away
from a disaster,” Mr. Graham said.

Former Mayor Dennis McCarthy
said on his block he has seen ro-
dents scurrying in and out of the
piles of leaves and limbs.

Mayor Quattrocchi asked Mr. Hak
to look into prioritizing areas.

Resident Kevin Cullen of Willow
Avenue said the owner of Surgent’s
Elite Gymnastics School at 501
South Avenue is running part of his
business in a residential zone that
falls within his neighborhood on
Willow.

He said the owner built a parking
lot against what was allowed by the
zoning department.

“Every day I have to put up with
people dropping kids off; when they
pick them up they park in front of
my driveway, in front of fire hy-
drants,” he said. “All I want you to
do is to tell me how my street be-
came a commercial street.”

“What do I do, do I sell my house?
I figure for this part of my taxes I
get peace and tranquility,” he said.

The borough will submit appli-
cations for Year 38 of the Commu-
nity Development Block Grant Pro-
gram (CDBGP), a federal govern-
ment program, in the amounts of
$25,000 for the senior citizen pro-
gram, $12,000 for senior citizen
transportation, and $10,000 for se-
nior citizen handyman program.

Councilman Louis Petruzzelli
announced that the Garwood Vol-
unteer Fire Department has added a
new firefighter.

Former councilman Anthony
Sytko, a 28-year resident of
Garwood, announced he would
move to Trenton to be closer to
work. He spoke about how the fu-
ture of Garwood lays in the hands
of the residents. “This town de-
serves leaders who care. I really
hope we find these people,” he said.
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Health Insurance, Tax Appeals
Issues Impacting SP Budget

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – Members of
the Scotch Plains community received
a budget briefing from Township
Manager Chris Marion last Thursday
and learned more about the munici-
pal budget process.

Mr. Marion said last year’s mu-
nicipal budget was $23 million and
represents 16 percent of residents’
property-tax bills. The biggest spend-
ing item in the municipal budget is
public safety, which includes police,
fire and the township’s contribution
to emergency medical services. In-
surance represents 14 percent of the
spending plan, with deferred charges
and statutory expenses accounting
for 10 percent. Public works and rec-
reation account for 9 and 5 percent,
respectively.

He said revenues have been lower
in recent years, mostly from a 22-
percent drop in state aid in 2010,
accounting for $626,255. Aid was
flat in 2011 at $2,227,587.

Paul Peyton for The Westfield Leader
MERRY CHRISTMAS…Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC) Executive
Director Sherry Cronin welcomes the businesses community to DWC’s Christ-
mas party last Wednesday. She also reviewed DWC’s accomplishments in 2011.

ers and administrators. In addition,
the document outlines the rights of
all school community members and
their rights of free speech and expres-
sion. It notes that the school commu-
nity shall “respect the rights of others
when expressing their views and re-
spect the religious, political, social
and personal beliefs of others.”

Board member and Code of Con-
duct Committee member Roseanne
Kurstedt noted that the code is re-
viewed on a yearly basis.

In other business, board member
Jane Clancy gave a facilities report,
noting that Interim Board Secretary
Vincent Yaniro and Maintenance Su-
pervisor Michael Morris have been
working on a five-year plan for main-
tenance and repair. She stated that
Mr. Morris had pointed out an imme-
diate need at Westfield High School
to repair the rigging system for the
school’s stage. Mrs. Clancy noted
that there was an “immediate need to
replace the ropes and lighting of the
stage and that it needs a new curtain.”
She said a full report of district needs

is “going to look like some new
development.” He also said he sees
construction sites around town where
the dirt is piled too close to a tree’s
root system, which he said can cause
the root system to become compro-
mised and the tree to die.

Mr. McAloon told The Leader
there are regulations requiring
builders to keep dirt piles a certain
distance from a tree based on the
tree’s circumference, and that the
town does enforce these regulations
when notified of violations.
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“Our budget goals are similar again
this year: to maintain core municipal
services for the citizens of Scotch
Plains, minimize tax impact and re-
main under statutory caps. We are
also looking to avoid additional re-
ductions, of course,” Mr. Marion said.
“I always tell the unions that every-
thing is on the table.” He has told
department heads that he is looking
for a “conservative budget” in 2012
and that “all line items will be scruti-
nized.”

The manager, who serves as the
township’s chief operating officer,
said Scotch Plains had layoffs in 2009
but was able to maintain its munici-
pal workforce in 2010 and 2011. The
township had not filled some vacan-
cies in police and public works.

“That’s changing as of this month
because we found due to the storms
that we had…that our overtime was
up,” Mr. Marion explained. “We also
have an issue in regards to manpower
and staffing.”

In terms of municipal contracts, he
said the current police contract calls
for a 2-percent increase in 2012, and
the union representing public works
and recreation employees currently
is in negotiations with the township.
The police union agreed to change to
a point of service (POS) insurance
plan as well as a new three-tier pre-
scription program.

In terms of the 2-percent munici-
pal spending cap, Mr. Marion said
the 2011 budget was $451,802 below
the cap.

The manager noted that the state
this year began requiring towns to
separate out library budgets from the
municipal budget. The Scotch Plains
Public Library assessment this year
was $1,347,193. A board of trustees
governs the library.

Looking at 2012, Mr. Marion said
proposals for employee health insur-
ance premiums for next year came in
at between 16.6 percent and 19 per-
cent, but Mr. Marion expects that the
township would be able to get that
number down to a 9.5-percent hike
over 2011. Other cost drivers, he said,
are pension payments for police and
fire and public employees.

“How do you know these are legiti-
mate (proposals)? Are you doing any
follow-up to ensure these are legiti-
mate?” resident Robert Petix in-
quired.

Mr. Marion said the township re-
tains an insurance broker and that the
township has been “very thorough”
in their review of proposals for pro-
fessionals representing the town.

Another big factor in the munici-
pal spending plan, he said, is tax
appeals. Scotch Plains had 98 tax
appeals in 2009, 167 in 2010 and 209
in 2011. “That is a statistic that is
really going to impact what we do,”
Mr. Marion said. “That (209) is stag-
gering to me.”

The township is looking at joining
other municipalities on shared-ser-
vices agreements from animal con-
trol to health department services.
Scotch Plains currently spends
$60,000 on animal-control services
with Associated Humane Societies in

Newark. Additionally, Scotch Plains
has had a long-time relationship with
Rahway’s health department. The
township opted not to proceed with
joining the county’s dispatch services
at this time.

“We also are in the process of evalu-
ating that contract (health services)
to see if there are other health ser-
vices-related providers out there,” Mr.
Marion said.

The township also is looking into
doing shared services in technology
and network administration with the
board of education. Mr. Marion said
the township is looking to upgrade its
website and has installed a new phone
system at the municipal building.

Another area discussed was the
Scotch Plains Senior Citizen Corp.
The township has a legal obliga-
tion to cover financial deficien-
cies with the corporation, which
in 2010 amounted to $136,000.
The township’s obligation ends in
2013.

“That got my attention,” Mr.
Marion said of the 2010 shortfall.
Eventually, the township opted to
pay up to $46,000 of the
organization’s utility bills.

Resident Al McMahon said the
township has to find a way to make
more money, as it cannot keep raising
taxes, which drives senior citizens
out of Scotch Plains.

“I think you have a hidden way to
make money, and it’s called
Shackamaxon,” Mr. McMahon said.
“It (private enterprise) is not making
money; it’s losing money. So whom
are they going to sell it to? Now if the
town bought it, what would you do
with it? You have a tremendous
amount of acreage.”

“I think it’s a jewel if you handle it
right,” Mr. McMahon added.

Mr. Marion explained that there
was “no way that the township could
responsibly purchase that property”
given the added debt service that
would be required.

Another resident questioned
whether the township should “even
be involved” in the sale of a private
property.

Resident Al Smith said the town-
ship council should support the fair
school funding legislation sponsored
by Senator Michael Doherty (R-23,
Hunterdon).

“It would provide this town with
$38 million of tax support from the
state,” Mr. Smith said.
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would be given in January.

In separate business, it was an-
nounced that the district would reg-
ister children who will become eli-
gible for kindergarten in the 2012-
2013 school year. The announce-
ment also called for Westfield chil-
dren who have not attended the
Westfield public schools for kinder-
garten, but are looking to enter first
grade in the district in the fall, to
register. It was noted that parents can
check the Lincoln School website,
westfieldnjk12.org/Lincoln, for in-
formation regarding kindergarten
registration. Registration information
for first grade is available on each of
the elementary school websites.

Finally, it was announced that
Westfield senior citizens are invited
to the final rehearsal of Westfield
High School’s Winter Choral Con-
cert on Wednesday, December 21,
from 10:45 to 11:30 a.m. in the
school’s auditorium.

The next board of education meet-
ing will take place on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 10, at 8 p.m.

she wanted to discuss what she called
his portrayal of her as a “liar” in a recent
TV36 program.

Mr. Gildea said the County of Union
put the bushes on Ms. Enculescu’s
property and that “the town was not
involved in it in any way.” He said the
county also replaced trees that had died
on the new cul-de-sacs along Central
Avenue. Mr. Gildea said he would con-
tact the county regarding Ms.
Enculescu’s issues.
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Ted Ritter for The Westfield Leader
VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH...Jeff Downey was honored by Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr Tuesday night as the borough’s volunteer-of-the month.
Mr. Downey said, “it’s been a pleasure” to serve on the rescue squad and as a
volunteer firefighter. He was presented with a framed drawing of Fanwood’s
historic train station. Mr. Downey said Fanwood is “a small town and a small
community, and it’s a great community.”


