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WESTFIELD COMMUNITY PLAYERS

presents

THE THREE PRINCE CHARMINGS

Sponsored by Eileen Ward-Conway, broker of Elegant Homes Realty featuring the Savannah 
in downtown Westfield, The James Ward Mansion, and Ward and O’Donnell Property Man-
agement Company

A Children’s Show for ages 5-95

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

‘The Descendants’
Trouble in Paradise

3 and ½ popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

As fascinating, emotional and as-
tute as Alexander Payne’s “The De-
scendants” is, I can’t figure why this
tale of a family in crisis didn’t regis-
ter a 4 on the Goldberger Scale of
Lingering Rumination (GSLR). It lin-
gered but a day. If a film earns a full
4 on the GSLR, it means you think in
its mechanisms and philosophy for at
least four days after seeing it.

But then you already know that,
and figuring this out is my problem,
not yours. Perhaps there’s a glitch in
the system…maybe a short, a defec-
tive chip, or a file that isn’t running.
Just rest assured while we work to
correct the film judging application
that you shouldn’t be at all deterred
from seeing this superbly constructed
movie starring George Clooney.

Aloha…you’ll be welcomed to
Hawaii, and given a rather informing
tour of a geography and sociology
rarely utilized as the setting for a
drama. Then, after being shuttled
through the contrast of downtown
skyscrapers, crowded freeways, bu-
colic trails, mountains looming at
every angle and colorful, unfamiliar
vegetation, we are led to the big trag-
edy.

Elizabeth King (Patricia Hastie),
wife of Mr. Clooney’s lawyer/land
baron, Matt King, lies comatose in a
hospital bed, the victim of a
waterskiing accident. Yep…life has a
way of getting our attention and es-
tablishing turning points. In the case
of Mr. King and his two daughters,
what has befallen Elizabeth will force
a reckoning both bitter and sweet.

Matt will be fighting a battle on no
less than three fronts. For starters, his
marriage had been in disarray for
years. His two daughters, Scottie
(Amara Miller), 10, and Alexandra
(Shailene Woodley), 17, are issue-
laden, to say the least. And as the
deadline for a family land sale he’s in
charge of nears, his less wealthy cous-
ins are sharpening their daggers.

Too bad. We like this guy, alleged
faults and all, because just maybe we
can relate. While it’s not exactly clear
how cold or distant he was to Eliza-
beth, or for that matter how much of
an angst-filled wildflower she was,
we’re not as quick to judge as some
are. Alexandra, spoiled and bratty as
she is bright, surely isn’t giving Dad
any quarter.

That’s glaringly obvious when Matt
and Scottie junket to the island where
she’s been relegated to stew and carp
at a posh private school. Dragged
home ostensibly to play big sister
while Dad tries to establish some
semblance of order from the unfold-

ing mess, she only rankles nerves
more and puts the whole shebang in
high relief. Oy, poor Dad.

But if you think it can’t get worse,
especially as the camera intermit-
tently focuses on the sleeping beauty
all hooked up in the hospital, then
you haven’t seen many dramas. Lo
and behold, Matt learns a dark secret,
a real dilly. OK, it’s a bit operatic. So
is life. But the touching manner in
which the ethical dilemma is ad-
dressed is anything but soapy.

Director Payne, whose equally in-
telligent “Sideways” (2004) was also
character-driven, has a facile way of
strewing Hansel-and-Gretel-like
crumbs of wit and wisdom along his
narrative path. Be it about life, the
way someone talks or perhaps an
everyday event worth a second
thought, the elucidative style cozily
enhances the storytelling.
 Subtle, never force-fed, a sociocul-
tural survey mirrors Payne’s smart
dissection of the kin in question.
Agreeing with Tolstoy that happy
families are all alike, but that every
unhappy family is unhappy in its own
way, the filmmaker is a romantic, an
optimist, tipping a hand that he likes
this gang, and won’t sully them with
clichés like dysfunction.

But gosh, they’ve got a whole lot of
baggage to sort. Helping them do so
in the form of catalyst/comic relief is
Sid (Nick Krause), Alexandra’s
slacker pal who comes along for the
ride as they embark on a scavenger
hunt impelled by the aforementioned
divulgence. Apparently, Hawaiian
folks with cash jet from island to
island without compunction.

And Matt has cash…loads of it.
This leads the script to a contempla-
tion on money, the use of it, and how
people value it in different ways. Fea-
turing himself a trusted steward of
wealth and the natural beauty of his
properties, he scoots about in a basic
Honda. While I embrace the under-
stated noblesse oblige thing, I think
I’d still eke out a Ferrari...red.

Therein lies Matt’s regret. Ema-
nating from humbler stock, Eliza-
beth wished a more lavish lifestyle,
one that included, ironically, her own
boat. They were in perpetual dis-
agreement. But happily, there’s no
argument here. Heir apparent to at
least two Oscar nominations, “The
Descendants” is among the year’s
best films, low GSLR score or not.

…
“The Descendants,” rated R, is a

Fox Searchlight Pictures release di-
rected by Alexander Payne and stars
George Clooney, Shailene Woodley
and Amara Miller. Running time: 115
minutes

Renaissance Night at Kuran
Arts Center, December 13

FANWOOD – The Carriage
House Poetry Series invites the pub-
lic to attend a free event on Tues-
day, December 13, at 8 p.m. in the
Kuran Arts Center on Watson Road,
off North Martine Avenue, adjacent
to Fanwood Borough Hall (GPS
use 75 N. Martine Avenue). The
scheduled event will celebrate the
Carriage House Poetry Series’ thir-
teenth anniversary by stepping back
in time to Tudor/Renaissance En-
gland for an evening of costumes,
actors, music and poetry.

Come and enjoy a welcome by
Queen Elizabeth I (series founder
Adele Kenny) and a featured read-
ing by Edmund Baranowski, a sea-
soned Renaissance fair performer,
who will recite selected poems from
his own works. There will be music
by Odarka Stockert as a Renais-
sance harpist, Gregorian chants
sung by a Renaissance monk (Rev.
Alex Pinto), cameo appearances by
such poets as Edmund Spencer
(Gary Szelc) and Christopher
Marlowe (R. G. Rader), and a spe-
cial opportunity to meet
Shakespeare’s “Dark Lady” (Linda
Radice) who will read from the great
bard’s “Dark Lady sonnets.”

The Carriage House Poetry Se-
ries was established in December
of 1998 and is home-based in the
Patricia M. Kuran Arts Center, an
historic Gothic Revival structure
that was once a 19th century car-

RENAISSANCE MAN…Edmund
Baranowski, poet and Renaissance fair
performer, will be one of the featured
readers on “Renaissance Night” at 8
p.m. on Tuesday, December 13 at the
Kuran Arts Center in Fanwood.

riage house, hence the name of the
series. The Tuesday, December 13
reading is free and open to the pub-
lic. An open mic will follow the
featured performance for anyone
who comes in costume (a Renais-
sance-style hat will qualify).

For more information call (908)
889-7223 or (908) 889-5298. For
online directions and information,
visit  their website
carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com/

Registration Open for 2012
Winter Classes at Arts Guild

RAHWAY – Registration is now
open for winter classes for adults,
teens (ages 12-16), and children
(ages 7–11) at Arts Guild New Jer-
sey (formerly The Arts Guild of
Rahway). Winter classes begin the
week of January 14, 2012, includ-
ing several exciting new options, in
addition to many familiar classes.
Whether students are challenging
themselves by taking their skills to
the next level, or trying a new tech-
nique for the first time, there is
something for everyone at Arts
Guild New Jersey.

In addition to new classes, the
Arts Guild will be utilizing a newly
renovated studio classroom space
on the corner of Esterbrook and
Milton Avenues in Rahway.

For complete course descriptions
and class schedules, access the
online course catalog at
www.agnj.org www.agnj.org (Art
Classes page) or call (732) 381-
7511 to request a printed flyer. Class
locations are specified next to each
class description: either 1670 Irv-
ing for our traditional Arts Guild

building on Irving Street, or 125 W.
Milton, for our brand new Annex
space on Milton Avenue.

Registration is accepted online,
as well as in-person or by mail. To
register in person, visit the office at
1670 Irving Street in Rahway, on
Monday, Tuesday or Thursday, from
9 a.m. – 12 Noon or from 1 – 4 p.m.
(please use parking lot entrance). Cash
and check payments are accepted in
person or by mail; credit card pay-
ments are accepted online only.

All class space is limited, so early
registration is encouraged to en-
sure enrollment. Members receive
a $15 discount on adult classes and
a $10 discount on classes for chil-
dren and teens.

To become a member visit
www.agnj.org www.agnj.org and
click on the Membership link. Mem-
bers also receive incentives such as
advance notice and reduced rates
on special event tickets, discounted
entry fees, and other VIP opportu-
nities. The ArtsGuild also offers a
Refer-a-friend discount to help you
save money.

Triskelion Theatre Company
Presents ‘To All A Goodnight’

SCOTCH PLAINS - Triskelion is
proud to present “To All A
Goodnight,” a holiday treat with
readings, carols and kids. This holi-
day show will feature a special pre-
sentation by children of the commu-
nity performing an original work. In
addition, actors from New York and
the local community will perform
readings from literature of the sea-
son and the All Saints’ Choir will
sing carols.

Selections from a variety of Christ-
mas and seasonal literature span-
ning the ages from medieval times
to the present will be performed by
talented professionals. Readings
from Charles Dickens’ “A Christ-
mas Carol,” Truman Capote’s “A
Christmas Memory,” “Miracle on
34th Street,” as well as works by
Emily Dickinson, Alfred Lord
Tennyson, John Henry Faulk, Rob-
ert Frost and more will warm hearts
and inspire glad tidings of the sea-
son.

The young people featured in the

cast are: Rosie Coumo, Erin
Hernandez, Aubrey Johnson, Lexi
Marta, Kyle Magee and Jovi Will-
iams. Our adult readers include
Timothy Macht, Hope Garland and
Mark Douches.

Performances will be held Friday,
December 16, at 7:30 p.m. and Sun-
day, December 18, at 3 p.m. All
performances will be held at All
Saints’ Church, 559 Park Avenue
Scotch Plains. Additional parking is
available behind the church off
School Place.

Tickets are $15 for adults, children
under 18 are $10.

For information and tickets call
(908) 256-5704 or visit
www.triskelionartists.org

Triskelion is currently filing for
not-for-profit 501 (c) 3 status, our
fiscal sponsor is Spiral, Inc.
Triskeklion is the evolution of A
Mix Productions which brought
“Fancy Footwork” to Scotch Plains.
Triskelion’s artistic director is Rich-
ard Johnson.

WF Community Band, EIS Broadway
Singers Present Holiday Concert

WESTFIELD – Kicking the holi-
day season into high gear, the
Westfield Community Band and the
Edison Intermediate School Broad-
way Singers will present the 21st
Annual Holiday Concert on Wednes-
day, December 14 at 7:30 p.m. This
concert is a town wide
holiday celebration,
sponsored by the
Westfield Recreation
Department.

The Westfield Com-
munity Band, under the
direction of Thomas
Connors will perform
a variety of selections
from traditional favor-
ites such as Leroy
Anderson’s, “Sleigh
Ride”, contemporary
selections such as the
Overture from “How
the Grinch Stole Christmas” by
Albert Hague, and “Rhapsody for
Hanukkah” arranged by Stephen
Bulla, which is a collection of tradi-
tional Hanukkah melodies. Addi-
tional selections include “March of
the Toys and Toyland from ‘Babes
in Toyland’” by Victor Herbert, “A
Christmas Festival” by Leroy Ander-
son and “Once in Royal David’s
City” by Henry Gauntlett.

The band will be joined in concert
by the Edison Intermediate School
Broadway Singers with Co-Direc-
tors Kristine Smith-Morasso and
Kenneth Horn. The Broadway Sing-
ers are an extra-curricular singing
group comprised of select seventh

and eighth grade students
that tour outside of the
school district. They will
perform an array of holi-
day favorites and will join
the Westfield Community
Band in presenting a fi-
nale of the “Hallelujah
Chorus” from Handel’s
Messiah.

Pre-show entertain-
ment will begin at 7:10
p.m., with holiday music
provided by “Sax Forte”
with members of the
Westfield Community

Band. The concert will be held in the
Edison Intermediate School Audi-
torium, 800 Rahway Avenue,
Westfield. The concert is free to the
public.

For further information regarding
the holiday concert, please contact
the Westfield Recreation Depart-
ment, (908) 789-4080 or go to the
band’s website at
westfieldcommunityband.com.

cabinetry that blended effortlessly
with the home’s original woodwork.
A pair of Christmas trees, one in
each tall window nook surrounding
the fireplace, balanced a beauti-
fully dressed mantel complete with
coordinating stockings in red and
green. Rich leather loveseats pro-
vided comfortable fireside seating.

Guests gathered around the two-
tier kitchen island to partake of
apple cider and Christmas cookies.

The home showcased attention to
the even the subtlest holiday details
including tiny cranberry wreaths at
the top corners of each breakfast nook
window.

 To add to the festive atmosphere,
the Continuo Boys and Girls Youth
Choirs sung Christmas hymns from
the staircase.

Candice Wicke, President and Ex-
ecutive Director of the Continuo Arts
Foundation, reported the first year
of the tour was a “stellar success.”

She said, “It’s the direct result of
the hard work, dedication and com-
mitment by our tour chairperson

Sherrie Natko, our generous and
welcoming homeowners, the out-
standing docents from Coldwell
Banker, local stagers, designers, res-
taurants, florists and the devoted staff
and volunteers from the Continuo
Arts Foundation.”

Ms. Wicke stated title sponsor
Coldwell Banker was “instrumental
in realizing this new destination
event for Westfield.”

The foundation’s holiday festivi-
ties continue on Sunday, December
11, at 6 p.m., with the concert tradi-
tion “Christmas Time in the City” at
The Presbyterian Church of
Westfield.

Ms. Wicke added the event will be
presented free of charge to the public
as “a gift to our community.” Those
who attended the home tour can also
enjoy complimentary reserved seat-
ing between 5:30 - 5:45 p.m.

Proceeds from the tour will sup-
port the Continuo Arts Foundation’s
scholarship fund, young artist debut
series, community service projects
and performances.

Westfield Community Band

ThePirates
ofPenzance

Pineda Lyric Opera Young Artists

present

Cranford dramatic Club Theatre

78 Winans Ave  Cranford, NJ

(908) 731-1377

www.pinedaconservatory.com

8 PM fri . dec. 9    2 PM & 8 PM Sat. Dec. 10

2 PM Sun. Dec. 11

Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Church
Announces Holiday Concert

PLAINFIELD - Bells, holly, ivy,
the glow of candles and carols - old
and new - will be featured when the
Crescent Singers presents its an-
nual Yuletide Carol Program, Sun-
day, December 11, at 5:30 p.m. The
concert, which is the third in this
year’s Crescent Concert Series, is
free to the public.

This year, the concert will present
several departures from past ones.
These changes will involve light-
ing and the placement of the sing-
ers, who will perform carols from
different areas of the sanctuary.

According to F. Allen Artz, mu-
sic director of the Crescent Singers,
these innovations will add to the
emotional impact of the concert.
“The program will prove to be joy-
ful and uplifting, intimate and
peaceful, mysterious and profound.
Students are encouraged to attend,”
he said.

The vocalists will sing such well-
known carols as “Masters in this
Hall,” “O Holy Night,” “Silent
Night,” and others. Lesser-known
carols will include “Gabriel’s Mes-
sage,” “Before the Marvel of this

Night,” “Mary Had a Baby,” “Laud
to the Virgin,” and “Hodie! Christus
Natus Est.” The audience will be
invited to sing three sets of well-
known carols.

The Crescent Avenue Presbyte-
rian Church is located at 716
Watchung Avenue in Plainfield.
Handicap access and bathrooms, as
well as large print programs are
available. For inquiries, call (908)
756-2468.

 Funding for this concert has been
made possible in part by the New
Jersey Council on the Arts, Depart-
ment of State, a partner agency of
the National Endowment of the Arts,
through a grant administered by the
Union County Office of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs.
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Continuo Arts Tour

 Thomas Connors

UC PAC to Host Orchestra
Of St. Peter by the Sea

RAHWAY – RSI Bank presents
Father Alphonse Stephenson and
Orchestra of St. Peter by the Sea on
Saturday, December 10, at 8 p.m. at
the Union County Performing Arts
Center. Don’t miss your chance to
welcome the holiday season with the
elegance and grace of Father
Alphonse Stephenson and the spec-
tacular sound of the Orchestra of St.
Peter by the Sea as they return to
Rahway for their annual holiday spec-
tacular to benefit the Union County
Performing Arts Center. Tickets are
on sale now at $27 (price includes all
fees) call the UC PAC box office at
(732) 499-8226, or visit
www.ucpac.org.

This annual event is a holiday tra-
dition. The beloved Father Alphonse
Stephenson provides humorous and
personal anecdotes perfectly tuned
to the occasion. His 42-piece orches-
tra skillfully performs holiday clas-
sics with passion and precision that
makes this a spectacular evening not
to be missed. Be sure to order your
tickets now for this annual sell-out.

Tickets are available at the UCPAC
Box Office at (732) 499-8226 or
online at UCPAC.org. The UCPAC
Box Office, located at 1601 Irving
Street, Rahway, is open Monday
through Friday from 11 a.m. until 5
p.m. and also open late on Thursdays
until 8 p.m.

goleader.com


