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WF Swimmers Look to Exceed Expectations
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championship for state championship
No. 13. Prior to last year, no girls
swim team had ever reached 5,000
power points.

Senior Co-Captains Loren Ball, Jes-
sica Cronin and Krysta Huber have
the task of keeping the returning Blue
Devils, along with nine talented fresh-
men, focused on maintaining that lofty
status.

“I believe there is pressure, but this
year we can build upon it, work really
hard and try to be number one again,”
Cronin said.

Last year’s Blue Devil girls team
was the strongest team in New Jersey
history, and that included all schools,
public, private or parochial. Yes! The
Blue Devils have graduated several
outstanding seniors, who have bro-
ken WHS records, for example Becky
DeLaFuente, Anna Fetter and Kylie
Bangs, in addition to Margaux
Fleschler, Meg Kaveney, Charlotte
Murtishaw and Ally Rose.

“I think the pressure this year is to
not only repeat what we did last year,
but exceed the expectations that
people have of us. We are still a very
strong team. We definitely lost se-
niors, but we have some great fresh-
men coming in, who will fill their
places. Everyone in every grade is
going to step up to the plate and really
show the other schools that we com-
pete against how good we are as a

team and how united we are as a
team, which is why we are success-
ful,” Huber said.

Ball, Jess Cronin and Huber, along
with seniors Kelly Kalis, Maeve
Maloney and Megan Myers have all
played key roles in last year’s UCT and
Public A championship. Last year Ellie
Reinhardt, now a junior, had the third
fastest 200 (1:54.60) and seventh-best
500 (5:12.97) in WHS history. Junior
Becky Zhang took second in the breast-
stroke in the Public A meet.

Last year, the 200-medley relay
team broke WHS’s school record with
a time of 1:48.05. Two members of
that foursome return with Jess Cronin
and sophomore Caroline Baldwin.
Cronin also set a WHS record in the
100-backstroke with a time of 59.88.

Although quite talented in several
events, Ball, Cronin and Huber do
have their favorite strokes.

“My specialty is sprint freestyle. I
swim the 50 and 100 free,” Ball said.

“I do the backstroke. I have the
record for the high school, so that was
really fun last year. It is really fun
being part of the team. It’s not just
breaking records but being part of the
high school history, being a fan and
everybody cheering you on. It’s not
one person, it’s the whole team has a
stake in the outcome,” Cronin said.

“I really love breaststroke. That’s
been my stroke over the past four

years,” Huber said.
A strong group of sophomores also

come into the season with great cre-
dentials. Baldwin recorded the sec-
ond-fastest time in WHS history in
the 50-free of 23.77. Sarah Cronin,
who is very strong in the freestyle,
also recorded the fourth-best time in
WHS history in the 200 Individual
Medley (IM). Erika Daniel had the
sixth-best WHS time in the 100-but-
terfly, and Audrey Bangs put up great
times in the lanes, as did Allie
McBrearty.

The Blue Devils will also get plenty
of depth from that strong group of
freshmen, especially Amy West and
Courtney Day.

“Last year, we had an extraordi-
nary team, and this year, even though
we lost a lot of seniors, we have an
extremely talented team. We have a
lot of good freshmen. We will prob-
ably be strong in the freestyle events
as always. We are always good in
sprints. We have a new breaststroker
[Amy West]. She is probably going to
be one of our best. She works very
hard. We are looking forward to a
good season, hopefully another state
title,” Ball said.

After a few warm-up meets, the Blue
Devils will have home meets against
Summit (December 13), Bridgewater-
Raritan (December 16) and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (December 22).
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year even though we lost a couple of
guys. We have a big freshman class
coming in. Some guys have matured
another year, so they will be another
year faster. We are looking pretty
strong. Our goals will hopefully be to
repeat as state champs and winning
counties,” Dunn said.

“This year is the same goal as last
year. Try to win it all! But we have to
take it meet-by-meet like we did last
year, obviously that worked out for
the best for us,” Baliko said.

To repeat as UCT champs, the Raid-
ers must contend with a Westfield
team that has always been strong but
appears to be on the rise. The Raiders

and the Blue Devils are set to face
each other in a dual meet Westfield on
Thursday, December 22.

“Westfield is always an awesome
contender, so we are looking forward
to those meets and go home from
them in our favor,” Dunn said.

“Westfield! Always a great meet!
Dual meet! Counties! They are al-
ways a deep team from top to bottom.
They always come looking to win. Of
course, now we are trying to do the
same. The first time we beat them in
a while was our sophomore year, and
we are trying to keep that going
through this year. We are trying to
hold SPF proud,” Baliko said.

BYERS, JEGEDE LED ‘O’; MILLER, LETTIERI LED ‘D’

Raider Footballers Struggled
At Start, Won Three Straight

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Figuring out the winning combi-
nation was quite frustrating, but the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
football team kept plugging and man-
aged to string together three straight
impressive wins before succumbing
to injuries in the final two games of
the season to finish with a 3-7 record.

“Our kids played hard all the time.
They showed up. They didn’t quit.
With those three games, we did ma-
ture with a lot of first-year starters in
our offensive line,” Raider Head
Coach Steve Ciccotelli said.

The Raiders lost 17-0 to Westfield
in their season opener, in which pen-
alties cost them dearly. Next, the
Raiders fell, 24-17 to Rahway, then
got burned, 27-22, in the final three
minutes to then undefeated Delaware
Valley. Nothing went right for the
Raiders in a 27-7 loss to the Cranford
Cougars.   Then in their fifth game,
the Raiders were clinging to a 14-10
lead until Somerville scored with 2:25
remaining to win 17-14.

“A bunch of games, we were down
14 points and took leads in the fourth

quarter. We didn’t hold on, but it
shows their character. They just kept
working throughout the season,
throughout every game,” Coach
Ciccotelli said.

Then things changed with a 26-14
victory over Voorhees when senior
running back Anthony Byers left his
footprints all over the field to amass
315 yards rushing on 31 carries.

Byers amassed his second straight
300+ rushing game, and fullback/
linebacker Anthony Lettieri, who pro-
vided big blocks, also sparked a rag-
ing defensive effort to lead the Raid-
ers to a 34-0 triumph over North
Plainfield.

A great combination seemed to be
found, as Byers galloped 301 yards,
which included five touchdowns
(TD), en route to a 34-7 jolting of
Warren Hills. Byers got a stinger in
the Warren Hills game but recovered
to play in the Elizabeth game, only to
get a more severe injury that seemed
to throw a wrench in the Raiders’
winning combination.

“He got injured in the Elizabeth
game. He wasn’t 100 percent. We
shut him down, because we didn’t

want to risk his future, because I
think he can play college football,
and he wants to do that,” said Coach
Ciccotelli, who added, “We had a
number of injuries as the year went
on. We had changed some things
philosophically, and all the kids came
together, especially in that stretch.”

The Raiders’ final game against
South Plainfield, a 21-14 loss with-
out Byers, turned out to be a near
carbon copy of the Somerville game.

“You can go back to that Somerville
game. I appreciate it as a coach. I
don’t know if a lot of people recog-
nized it, because we did the same
thing against South Plainfield in our
consolation. The team scored on us.
We didn’t have much time left. We
drove down the field and put our-
selves in position to kick a field goal.
We make a few plays there, we pull
the game out,” Coach Ciccotelli said.

Byers finished with 1,814 yards
and 13 touchdowns on 215 carries.
He also had seven receptions for 83
yards. As a linebacker, he recorded
32 tackles and an interception. Pri-
marily used as a blocker to open
holes for Byers, Lettieri did carry 21
times for 90 yards and had four re-
ceptions for 33 yards. As a linebacker,
he made 60 tackles and had a fumble
recovery. Senior tight end/linebacker
Andrew Miller, who had four recep-
tions for 42 yards, led the team with
85 tackles and four sacks.

“Both our linebackers were strong.
With our offensive line and our full-
back blocking, that also led to us
having success. Andrew did a great
job at tight end blocking on the pe-
rimeter. That allowed us to put up
those rushing totals,” Coach Ciccotelli
said.

Senior wide receiver/defensive
back Matt Jegede led the team with
21 receptions for 408 yards, includ-
ing five TDs. On defense, he recorded
38 tackles. Wide receiver/defensive
back Ahmed Channaoui had 10 re-
ceptions for 78 yards and one TD.
Wide receiver Rob Mrozek had six
receptions for 83 yards.

“Matt Jegede had a good year for
us as a receiver and a kid, who blocked
very well downfield. There were a lot
of runs that Anthony had that, with a
wide out blocking downfield, they
were turned into touchdown runs,”
Coach Ciccotelli said. “That was
pleasing to see.”

Senior quarterback Steve Alleman
completed 60 of 121 passes for 780
yards, which included five TDs and
eight interceptions. Junior running
back/defensive back Dien Rice had
34 carries for 350 yards and four
TDs. Defensively, he recorded 16
tackles.

The Raiders had a big but young
offensive and defensive line led by
senior center Ian Kreiger, who pro-
vided leadership in the offensive line.
Defensively, of the juniors, Anthony
Tufaro recorded 33 tackles and a sack.
Billy Castore had 26 tackles, Jordan
Dagostaro had 20 tackles and a sack,
and Jamie Kaiser had 12 tackles. Jun-
ior linebacker John Cunningham re-
corded 30 tackles and a fumble re-
covery and Brad Alleman had 22
tackles and a pair of sacks. Defensive
backs Tyree Singeltary and Zach
Brensons contributed 18 and 25 tack-
les, respectively.

“Anthony Tufaro did a great job on
the ‘O’ line, ‘D’ line. He was basi-
cally a first-year starter, and he came
on strong. Andrew Kaiser had a lot to
do with opening up those holes,”
Ciccotelli said

Next year, the Raiders will face
Westfield in their ninth game and
may possibly open with Governor
Livingston, followed by Hillside.
Coach Ciccotelli felt the Raiders’
chances for a successful season look
promising.

“Dein Rice can be a force, and our
offensive line, Tufaro, Kaiser and
Castore, and Brad Alleman,
Cunningham and our secondary are
coming back, so we are optimistic. I
think we have the attitude to get this
thing going,” he said.

David B. Corbin (Voorhees game) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LEADING THE RAIDERS IN OFFENSE…Running back Anthony Byers, No. 1, led the Raiders with 1,814 yards and 13
touchdowns on 215 carries. He also had seven receptions for 83 yards.
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will dive into big showdowns with
Summit (December 13), Bridgewater-
Raritan (December 16) and the Raid-
ers (December 22).

“We sort of have a trial by fire
week, a nice string of BR
[Bridgewater], Summit and Scotch
Plains. It’s nice starting with less se-
rious meets, so we can build our mo-
mentum, but that is definitely going
to be a tough week, looking to win all
those meets,” Bond said. “That’s go-
ing to be a true test, but our hard work
in the pool so far will, hopefully, put
us on top.”

Although he may swim in multiple
events, Haley said, “Backstroke is
my best stroke, so I will be in that for
most meets.”

“I think my 100 breaststroke and
also my 100 freestyle,” Bond added.

“The 100 fly! Usually against
Scotch Plains or the Bridgewater meet

I go my best, so they better watch
out,” Trinkle warned.

Head Coach Jeff Knight and assis-
tant Michael Schwebel have been fo-
cusing on getting their team in tip-top
shape for those upcoming showdowns,
which begin in mid-December.

“I know all the sophomore, juniors
and seniors are definitely angry
[about] last year. We are raring and
ready to go to reclaim our place as a
dominant team. We don’t want to
start a tradition of losing counties. We
have over 50, and not winning last
year was pretty bad. We are definitely
looking to reclaim that state title. If
we win states this year, we are tied
with St. Joe’s right now, if we win this
year, we will make history as the
winningest swim program in state
history, so there’s lot on the line there.
That in itself is motivation for all of
us,” Bond said.

WF Devilfish Boys ‘A’ Fall
To Freehold Old-Bridge ‘Y’
The Westfield Area “Y” Devilfish

boys’ “A” swim team lost to visiting
team Freehold Old-Bridge Y (FOBY),
111-95, on November 12.

8U: Roan Baker finished third (50-
yard free) and second in (25-back).
Peter Youssef placed third (25-breast).
Michael Riordan touched second (25-
fly). The Medley Relay team of Baker,
Riordan, Aidan Fitzpatrick and
Barney Veres finished first.

9/10: Zachary Youssef touched
second twice (100IM, 50-back).
Timothy McGann earned second
places for 100-free and 50-breast.
Andrew Kapadia took third in 50-fly.

11/12: Griff Morgan and Ryan
Bebel placed 1-2 in the 200 IM.

Morgan was first in 50-fly. Nick
Youssef took second in the 100-free
and 50-fly). Aedan Collins placed
third (100-free). Alex Prystupa won
the 50-breast. Matthew Barmakian,
Prystupa, N. Youssef and Morgan
touched first in the Medley Relay.

13/14: Lucas Fan placed third in
200IM. Kevin Clauss took first (100-
breast) and third in (100-back).

15/18: Stephen Husch and Max
Shin touched 1-2 in the 200IM. Husch
teamed with Nicandro Donadio for
another 1-2 finish (100-breast). Shin
placed second (100-back). Brennan
Haley placed second (200-fly). The
Medley Relay team of Shin, Husch,
Haley, and Will Beckett scored first.


