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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Deborah Scanlon, chair
dscanlon@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

GW Mayor Clarifies Votes Taken
On Borough’s Longevity Ordinance

Having read the account of the
Garwood Borough Council meeting
of November 22, which appeared in
The Leader I felt compelled to make
a comment or two regarding the pro-
cess involving the longevity ordi-
nance.

The reporter did her job as far as
reporting what took place that evening
and, in fact to her credit, took the time
to listen to the recording of the July
12th regular meeting, however, the
whole story is not contained in the
recording of that meeting alone.

(I have personally listened, along
with our clerk, to the recording a
minimum of six times but probably
more, in order to properly amend the
minutes if necessary and we have
ascertained that there was an error
borne along the way from the confu-
sion of implementing the proper pro-
cedure and recording the same under
the circumstances that were present.)

Prior to the ordinance being intro-
duced on June 14th, there were al-
ready issues and questions raised
about the content and exact wording
at the workshop of the same date, but
the ordinance was still introduced. A
month later at the workshop prior to
the regular July 12th meeting, the
attorney mentioned that the longev-
ity ordinance should be tabled for
further consideration to be reviewed
more thoroughly.

The chair of the Laws and License
committee agreed, but stated he would
still like to have a public hearing and
then table the ordinance, at which
point the attorney explained and ad-
vised the council. Later that same
night at the actual council meeting, a

motion was made and seconded to
adopt the ordinance. A technically,
this was done because the ordinance
had been officially introduced a
month prior and it would need to be
moved for adoption in order that there
be something on the floor to be tabled.
A motion to table was made which as
reported then became the privileged
motion not needing a second. A roll
call vote was taken to table the ordi-
nance. Never did a vote take place to
adopt the ordinance.

It is obvious from the meeting and
workshop minutes going back to June
that there was confusion regarding
the terms of the longevity ordinance
and clarification would be required
so that the council members could
make informed voting decisions. It is
also obvious that the intent of council
was to have some public input and
that the council wanted to table it at
that same July 12th meeting.

One can argue that the instructions
for the procedure was flawed or the
minutes incorrect, but the bottom line
here is that the intent was clear that
the council wanted to table the ordi-
nance and that is what they did. There
are bound to be times when tempers
will flare and sometimes inappropri-
ate wording will be used to express
our feelings of the moment, however,
as adults we mend fences and go
forward with what we believe to be in
the common good. The ordinance
was reintroduced at the November
22nd meeting and the council will
vote on its adoption with a public
hearing on Tuesday, December 13.

Patricia Quattrocchi
Mayor of Garwood

We Thank All Our Volunteers
At Mobile Meals of Westfield

As we find ourselves in the midst
of the holiday season, the Board of
Directors of Mobile Meals would like
to take this time to thank our many
volunteers who give so much of them-
selves to see to it that the elderly and
homebound in our surrounding area
receive hot, nutritious meals. On an
average day we deliver to more than
50 clients, who in addition to their
hot meals also receive a packed cold
meal, which includes a sandwich,
salad, milk, etc. We would not be able
to do this without our wonderful vol-
unteers who pack the meals and drive
the routes delivering them directly to
our clients’ homes. We wish each and
every one of them a wonderful holi-
day season and a very Happy New
Year.

As much as we appreciate and are
grateful for our volunteers, we are
still in need of more. Volunteer hours
are very flexible. For example, we
have open shifts, on different days,
for those who would like to volunteer
their time to pack the meals. These
hours are from 9 until 10:45 a.m. In

addition, we also have openings for
drivers. There are different Routes
available on various days. The time
frame for this is 10:45 a.m. to ap-
proximately noon. If you are looking
to begin your new year by volunteer-
ing your time, please give us a call at
(908) 233-6146.

We also would like to take this time
to thank the Westfield United Fund,
and other local foundations for their
support of our organization. Their
generosity notwithstanding, we still
continue to operate at a deficit. If you
do not have the time to volunteer to
our organization yet would like to
contribute on some level, tax-deduct-
ible contributions can be made to
Mobile Meals, 170 Elm Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07092.

We are deeply proud of our many
volunteers who brighten and make
our clients lives easier. We wish them
all the best during this holiday sea-
son, and as they begin a new year.

Mary Doyle
Mobile Meals Board of Directors

Westfield

‘Occupy’ People Are Doing Us A Favor
By Expressing Their Ire in Our Govt.
A reader of The Westfield Leader

commented last week that it is
“shameful” that President Obama has
expressed support for the Occupy
movement despite some of the dis-
reputable behaviors that have been
exhibited at various campsites. I be-
lieve that when the President said,
“You are the reason I ran for office,”
he was referring to the messages that
have resonated throughout the world
via the Occupy movement.

The vast majority of citizens of this
and other countries are denied access
to the portals of political influence
because of limited financial resources.
The Occupy movement, I believe,
decries the increasing concentration
of wealth in our country while many
millions of people have been out of
work for years. They abhor the fact

that we have fought two expensive
wars in the last decade without bud-
geting for and paying the costs of
these wars on a current basis. We
have borrowed on the backs of the
future generations so that our wealthi-
est citizens can avoid paying greater
taxes.

The Occupy movement observes
the total inability of our Congress to
reach any agreement on the problems
we face and voices an objection. Cer-
tainly no one condones the abhorrent
acts committed by the small number
of offenders, but I believe that these
people who are expressing their ire at
the dysfunction in our government
and society are doing us all a favor.

Bill Gottdenker
Mountainside

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Grelot – A small bell similar to a

sleighbell
2. Desmachyme – The connective tis-

sue of sponges
3. Ditokous – Producing two eggs or

young at one time
4. Lagarto – Spanish for alligator

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SARCENET
1. A kind of leather stuffing put into a

boot for the wearer’s ease
2. A graceful, stately, slow Spanish

dance
3. A small piece of artillery
4. A soft silk cloth, used for ribbons,

linings, etc.
HORNOTINE

1. Resembling grape clusters
2. A bird in its first year
3. Bristled; standing erect
4. Solidified; hardened

JURAMENTADO
1. In Latin, a lawgiver
2. An individual devoted to the study

of dinosaurs
3. A sleeveless garment worn over or

under armor
4. A Filipino Moslem who takes an

oath before a priest that he will die killing
Christians

PILEOUS
1. Pertaining to plundering or looting
2. In biology, a small cap or crest
3. Hairy
4. Producing a putred odor

Westfield Needs Fire Safety Expert to
Answer Manpower Questions

All Citizens Are Invited
For Input On the

Frazee House Project
Union County residents observe

with interest the historic buildings,
sometimes decrepit, that dot our
towns, sometimes with hidden mean-
ings attached to them. One of these,
the Aunt Betty Frazee House in Scotch
Plains (www.frazeehouse.org), is now
the beneficiary of a planning grant
from the New Jersey Historic Trust.
One phase of this is a survey to elicit
the nature of interest in the future of
the Frazee House.

Please, if you wish to be heard
expressing your hopes or your doubts,
copy and follow the link
w w w. s u r v e y m o n k e y. c o m / s /
frazeehousesurvey.

Citizens can also attend an evening
public workshop on the image and
public branding of the Frazee House
on Thursday, December 15,  at 6:30
p.m. at the Scotch Hills Golf Club on
Jerusalem Road.

Andy Calamaras, President
Fanwood Scotch Plains Rotary

Frazee House, Inc.

Prior to the elections, one of the
council members referred to that time
as “The Silly Season.” He must have
been referring to some of the com-
ments of his co-council members con-
cerning the workings of the Westfield
Fire Department. To repeat some of
those gems here would serve no pur-
pose except to underline the total
lack of knowledge demonstrated by
the council. We are now at a point
where the town is no longer using
mutual aid as an adjunct to our own
department; the town is relying on
mutual aid as a primary tool in fight-
ing fires in Westfield.

Please note the recent occurrence
of a fire at which the WFD arrived
within the proper time but had to wait
approximately 15 minutes for
Plainfield to arrive and bring the first
hose into the house. The council can
be proud that one of our engines was
so punctual, but it should be required
to explain to the homeowner why the

house had to continue to burn until
Plainfield arrived.

The police department’s numbers
were allowed to drop and the number
of burglaries went up. The town had
no problem allowing that department
to hire new officers. The town could
have relied on Cranford and Plainfield
to come to our aid.

What is it about the council that
deprives it of the ability to retain an
expert to tell it how a department
works and what the town needs? The
mayor can “rely on the experts” when
it comes to traffic lights. Why can’t
the council rely on an expert to ex-
plain to the public what the town
needs and then act on a truly expert
opinion? We keep hearing of trans-
parency. Let’s see the council present
an expert in fire safety who can an-
swer questions about the adequacy of
our present manpower.

A. John Blake
Westfield

Senator Steve Sweeney: “You know
we have more work to do. The tool kit
has to happen. We have to find a way to
put a tool kit together… We need civil
service reform… There’s things we need
to do, in order, now that we put this cap
on governments we’ve got to give the
governments tools so that they can live
within this cap.” (7/3/2010)

...Flashback...

It’s Not What You Owe
But How You Spend

My letter last week tried to help
Congressman Lance understand that
deficits are not simple things and that
just cutting cannot get you out of a
contraction. Another letter to the edi-
tor feels differently, that government
deficits, like family budgets, simply
need to be cut. So let me respond –
and so others can get their say let me
make this short – one paragraph. The
example family Mr. Sauerstein de-
scribes in his letter is the popular
pretend family so often used to ex-
plain deficit management. Of course
families cut back and adjust their
budgets when times are tight, but
they also, like here in Westfield, ap-
prove the school budget even know-
ing that their taxes will go up. Even
strapped, and in debt, they will bor-
row money to go to school, to be
retrained, take out loans to send their
kids to good schools. They do so
because they know that cutting back
alone spells disaster down the road.
They take out loans – ‘deficit’ spend-
ing – because they understand your
future is not about what you owe, but
about how you spent that money.
“The Party of No.” The Party of
Wrong.” “Yes, we can.” All sound
bytes with nothing to say about the
real growth choices required in our
near future.

Paul Schwartz
Westfield

Sometimes Logic Can Be
Downright Inventive

Why the County Had to Come Up
With a $Million to Redo Ramps

In an effort to restart the economy, Congress and
the Obama Administration launched the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act in 2009 (ARRA).
The goal was to put people back to work — espe-
cially in the building trades. But from what we
witnessed at last week’s Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders meeting, we have grave con-
cerns as to whether these funds have been properly
spent.

The county received some $23 million in ARRA
funding including $11.3 million for road improve-
ments such as for work on intersections. As part of
any work, contractors are required to install handi-
capped accessible ramps at all corners along road-
ways within a road improvement project as required
by the federal ADA (American With Disabilities
Act). Most roads already have these ramps, which
include mats to slow wheelchairs from speeding
down the slopes of the sidewalks and into traffic at
pedestrian crossings.

Union County approved some $4 million worth of
road improvement work last year to one contractor,
work that included the replacement of 110 ramps
that the county deemed no longer fit the specifica-
tions set by the New Jersey Department of Transpor-
tation. So Union County went out and bid the project
only to find out that the ARRA standard for ramps

was different, thus requiring the county to redo 279
additional ramps – ramps that had nothing wrong
with them other than perhaps their slope was higher
than required by ARRA. On top of that, the county
learned this year that New Jersey had changed its
specifications to match the new federal standards.
These “changes” resulted in $1.5 million in change
orders, which are no more than cost overruns. While
county officials say they will be fully reimbursed,
that still is not an excuse for over a million dollars in
Union County alone being wasted on replacing
perfectly functioning handicap ramps. This federal
and state snafu occurs, all while bridges in New
Jersey and New York are in dire need of significant
improvements before someone is killed.

We call on our New Jersey delegation to investi-
gate why these ramps have to be redone and demand
an assessment of priorities. If this impacted all 21
counties in New Jersey, the result must be in the
millions of dollars in ARRA cost overruns and
billions nationally.

Union County continues to do a great job on our
roads and does not need or want interference from
the federal government. Guidelines should be made
clear and up front.

Furthermore, grants should be expended on the
highest priorities and not snarled in bureaucracy.

Call It ‘The Sandusky Syndrome’
...If You Want

Whether it’s the pilfering of school lunch money,
as some school board members in Elizabeth are
accused, or if it is purchasing fraud as committed by
former Westfield School Administrator Bob Berman
and local contractors, there should be “zero toler-
ance” for villainy by officials such as these — and it
should be stringently enforced such as what’s cur-
rently in vogue and debated in school systems —
“Bullying.”

That’s why we’re dismayed as The Star-Ledger

reports that “roughly one-third of the state’s school
board members have failed to comply with a law
signed seven months ago that requires all members
to undergo criminal background checks.” We hear
the arguments about why some feel the law is not
right or just.

Nevertheless, we believe if one does not like the
law then get it changed. But ignoring the law in this
case could be nothing more than a “Sandusky Syn-
drome.”

What to Do About Rahway River Flooding?
The mayors of Cranford, Garwood, Millburn,

Rahway, Springfield and Union Township are call-
ing for help to mitigate against future flooding such
as occurred during Hurricane Irene in August. They
sent a letter to Governor Chris Christie requesting
$20 million to build floodwater storage areas and
enhance their levies.

Would this be the correct solution or just a repeat
of past mistakes? Seems like dredging the river on a
regular basis is a more effective safeguard. We

understand from old-timers that dredging from
Millburn though Springfield, Cranford and Rahway
then to the ocean outlet in Elizabeth was practiced.
The old-timers tell us the Rahway River bed in
Cranford was 12 feet deep back then. It’s about four
feet now, having been silted up (with little way for
the water to pass through). Could the old-timers be
correct?

Surely, a solution must be regional — and it must
be put in the hands of the engineers.


