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HE’S A GOOD GUY…Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) receives
the 2011 “Good Guy” award from the Women’s Political Caucus of New Jersey.
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Maj. Gen.  Rieth Resigns
As Head of Nat’l Guard

Maj. Gen. Glenn Rieth, who has
led New Jersey state’s National Guard
for nearly a decade, resigned last
week after he was caught with a fe-
male aide “compromising position,”
according to CBS News. The inci-
dent occurred at the Trenton National
Guard headquarters.

Governor Chris Christie accepted
the resignation last Thursday. Maj.
Gen. Rieth had commanded more
than 9,000 soldiers and airmen in the
New Jersey National Guard. He was
first appointed by Democratic Gov-
ernor James McGreevey.

In accepting his resignation, Gov.
Christie said, “This is obviously a
difficult time for his family and Gen-
eral Rieth did the right thing by step-
ping down to address this as a per-
sonal matter.” His resignation be-
comes effective on Thursday, De-
cember 15. His replacement has not
been named.

Sen. Tom Kean Recognized by
New Jersey Small Business Group

WESTFIELD – State Senate Minor-
ity Leader Tom Kean Jr. (R-21,
Westfield) was honored with the Small
Advocate Award for his commitment
to small businesses and the New Jersey
Small Business Development Centers’
( NJSBDC) mission to help establish
and grow businesses and create and
retain jobs at NJSBDC’s network an-
nual luncheon on December 2.

The Small Business Growth Suc-
cess Award Luncheon recognizes key
NJSBDC network small business cli-
ents across the state representing di-
verse industries for their business

development and success. The event
was held at the Forsgate Country
Club in Monroe Township.

“In these difficult financial times,
small businesses are fortunate to be
able to rely on the resources and
expertise provided by the New Jer-
sey Small Business Development
Centers,” Senator Kean said. “I look
forward to continuing to work to-
gether with NJSBDC toward our
mutual goal of ensuring the stabil-
ity, vitality and the long-term viabil-
ity of small businesses in New Jer-
sey.”
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REMEMBER PEARL HARBOR…On the morning of December 7, 1941...
the United States was attacked by Japan at Pearl Harbor, bringing the U.S. into
World War II. After two waves of attacks, 21 ships of the U.S. Pacific Fleet had
been damaged, 347 planes were either destroyed or damaged, 2,403 people were
dead and another 1,178 were injured.

Prosecutor’s Office, DEA
Bust Major Heroin Operation

REGION — A joint investigation by
the Union County Prosecutor’s Office,
the United States Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA) New Jersey Di-
vision and the Elizabeth Police Depart-
ment has resulted in the arrests of seven
individuals who were involved in a
sophisticated and widespread drug dis-
tribution network, announced Prosecu-
tor Ted Romankow.

Search warrants were simultaneously
executed on December 1 at 297 Branch
Brook Drive in Belleville and 13 Barnes
Court in Perth Amboy. As a result of
these search warrants, $39,000, three
motor vehicles, and 250 grams of heroin
with a street value of $65,000 were
seized, Mr. Romankow said.

In addition to the Prosecutor’s Of-
fice, DEA, and Elizabeth Police De-
partment, the Middlesex County
Prosecutor’s Office, the Essex County
Prosecutor’s Office, Belleville Police
Department and Belleville SWAT Team,
and Perth Amboy Police Department
participated in the investigation.

The arrests and seizures were the

results of a two-month investigation
focusing on the activities of a heroin
trafficking organization operated by
Wendell Wilson, 40, which controlled
much of the heroin trade in Elizabeth.
Mr. Romankow said Wilson’s opera-
tion was being investigated by the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office Guns,
Gangs, Drugs, and Violent Crimes Task
Force. The investigation revealed mem-
bers of Wilson’s organization distrib-
uted heroin in throughout New Jersey,
North Carolina and South Carolina.
Wilson is being held in the Union
County jail on $3 million bail.

Mr. Romankow said Wilson is a
high-ranking member of the East Side
Mob Gang PIRU, a set of the Bloods
criminal street gang. Authorities said
the Belleville address was being used
as a heroin mill, a location where pure
heroin was cut and packaged into glass-
ine envelopes for street sales.

“Arrests like these provide a stark
reality check on the depth and scope
that drug dealers have on communi-
ties,” Mr. Romankow said. “Every
agency involved in this operation is
committed to continuing investiga-
tions like these to get this poison off
the streets and those who push it
behind bars.”

Also arrested Jameel Perrin, 30, and
Kareem Anderson, 34, of Belleville;
Cornell Sims, 26, Tamir Minter, 29, and
Edward Wood, 28, of Elizabeth, and
Shaniqua Sims, 29, of Perth Amboy.

Bail was set at $3 million for Wilson,
$2 million for Perrin, $1 million for
Anderson, Cornell Sims, Minter, and
Wood, and $250,000 for Shaniqua Sims.

Rep. Lance Bill Paves Way for
Ruling on Health Care Act

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) has introduced
the “Americans Need a Health Care
Ruling Act” (H.R. 3558). If approved,
the legislation would exempt the 2010
health care law from an 1867 tax
provision and pave the way for the
United States Supreme Court to rule
on the constitutionality of the legisla-
tion later this summer.

“Unless you practice tax law you
probably have never heard of the 1867
Anti-Injunction Act,” Rep. Lance said.

“But this obscure tax provision could
delay a final ruling on the constitu-
tionality of health care reform until
2015. Waiting for a decision on the
constitutionality of the health care
law until 2015 could be disastrous for
U.S. businesses and our economy by
continuing to deny regulatory cer-
tainty in this area.”

The nation’s highest court has agreed
to consider four key questions concern-
ing the constitutionality of the health
care law including whether Congress
had the authority to require individu-
als to buy health insurance by 2014 or
pay a tax penalty. Legal scholars differ
over whether the health care law adds
a “tax” for those who lack insurance or
instead imposes a “penalty” that must
be paid to the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice.

Yet under the Anti-Injunction Act of
1867, judges are barred from deciding
on tax cases until the tax has been paid,
Rep. Lance said. The 1867 Act essen-
tially says that before a tax is chal-
lenged, it must first be paid. Therefore
if the Supreme Court justices find them-
selves closely divided on the issue the
court could invoke the Anti-Injunction
Act and put off a decision until 2015,
when the first taxpayer pays a penalty
for not having insurance, the Congress-
man explained.

For more than a year Rep. Lance said
he has advocated that the U.S. Supreme
Court rule expeditiously and spare the
nation years of litigation and uncer-
tainty.

“The constitutionality of the 2010
health care reform law is among the
most important issues to come before
the High Court in many years and the
Court’s decision will have significant
consequences for the American people,”
Mr. Lance said. “The nation should not
have to wait until 2015 for its ruling.”

PSE&G Spent
$1 Billion In N.J.

NEWARK — A recently released
analysis details the significant contri-
butions PSE&G makes to New Jersey’s
economy and communities, with $1
billion in salaries for state residents
plus $1 billion spent with New Jersey-
based businesses each year.

In Union County alone, the utility
bought over $150 million of goods
and services last year from 160 local
businesses, employed more than 760
county residents and donated approxi-
mately $870,000 to philanthropic
endeavors.

Stender Accepting
FoodBank Donations
SCOTCH PLAINS – Asw. Linda

Stender (D-22, Scotch Plains) is welcom-
ing area residents to join with her in the
fight against hunger by donating non-per-
ishable foods to the Community FoodBank
of New Jersey this holiday season.

Non-perishable items may be dropped
off at Assemblywoman Stender’s Scotch
Plains office located at 1801 East Second
Street, Scotch Plains, Monday through
Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Financial
donations are also accepted and can be
made payable to The Community Food
Bank of New Jersey and mailed to As-
semblywoman Stender, attn: community
food drive, 1801 East Second St., 2nd flr.,
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076.

All donations are delivered to the Com-
munity FoodBank of New Jersey in Hill-
side. The Community FoodBank is one
of the largest providers of groceries to
charities, soup kitchens, and food pan-
tries throughout the state, providing nu-
tritious foods directly to individuals and
families at risk of hunger. Donations of
hearty, nutrient dense foods such canned
tuna, peanut butter, canned meats, en-
riched cereals, soups and stews are en-
couraged. Contributors are asked to avoid
glass containers due to risk of breakage.


