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A PLAINFIELD HERO…Union County Freeholder Linda Carter presents a
resolution to Tennyson Moore, 98, thanking him for his military service and
recognizing him as Plainfield’s oldest living veteran. Mr. Moore is U.S. Navy
veteran who was in Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941 when the Japanese
attacked the American naval base there.

Two Contractors Plead
Guilty in Bid-Rigging Scheme

TRENTON – Two contractors have
pled guilty to rigging bids and inflat-
ing school contracts at the direction
of an engineer who oversaw con-
struction projects for the Westfield
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood school
districts, Attorney General Paula Dow
and Criminal Justice Director Stephen
Taylor announced.

Kenneth Disko, 48, of
Mountainside, pleaded guilty in Oc-
tober to recommending rigged con-
tracts and taking thousands of dollars
in contract kickbacks in those dis-
tricts and the Tinton Falls school dis-
trict. Charges are pending against a
third contractor for contracts in the
Westfield and Tinton Falls districts,
the attorney general said.

According to Mr. Taylor, Martin
W. Starr, 45, of Cliffwood Beach,
owner of Starr Contracting, and
Stephen M. Gallagher, 50, of
Cliffwood Beach, owner of East Com-
mercial Construction, pleaded guilty
to accusations charging them with
third-degree false representations for
a government contract before state
Superior Court Judge John S. Triarsi
in Union County. Under their plea
agreements, the state will recommend
that each man be sentenced to up to
364 days in the county jail and a term
of probation. The companies owned
by the individual defendants also
pleaded guilty to the same charge.
The individual and corporate defen-
dants will be disqualified from pub-
lic contracts for five years, and will
be jointly and severally liable for
paying a $50,000 penalty to the Anti-
Trust Revolving Fund for anti-trust
enforcement efforts.

Mr. Disko, the former contracted
engineer or engineer/architect on record
for the Westfield, Tinton Falls and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood school districts,
pleaded guilty on October 12 before
Judge Donohue to an accusation charg-
ing him with second-degree false rep-
resentations for a government contract.
He faces three to five years in prison
and a penalty of at least $50,000 when
he is sentenced January 20, 2012. He
admitted that he orchestrated a series of
bid-rigging and kickback schemes from
2001 to 2010 in those school districts
involving Mr. Starr, Mr. Gallagher and
a third contractor, John Sangiuliano,
57, of Scotch Plains, co-owner of Met-
ropolitan Metal Window Company,
who faces pending charges.

Mr. Disko admitted he prepared
fraudulent quotes and estimates and
directed contractors to inflate quotes
and estimates. Mr. Starr has admitted
that in 2009 and 2010 he prepared
fictitious quotes from legitimate con-
tractors without their permission and
submitted them to Mr. Disko in order
to appear to be the lowest bidder for

contracts worth nearly $25,000 that
were awarded to Starr Contracting
by the Westfield and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood districts.

Mr. Gallagher admitted that he
helped Mr. Starr to obtain those con-
tracts by preparing fraudulent and
fictitious quotes and estimates for his
own companies and submitting them
to Mr. Disko as higher bids than those
submitted by Mr. Starr. Also, in con-
nection with other contracts that were
awarded to Mr. Gallagher’s company
in the Westfield and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood districts, Mr. Gallagher in-
flated quotes and the cost of work
performed. The state’s investigation
revealed that in return for the inflated
contracts, Mr. Gallagher gave cash
kickbacks to Mr. Disko.

With respect to Mr. Sangiuliano, it
is alleged that, in bidding on contracts
for the Westfield and Tinton Falls
school districts, he knowingly pre-
pared fraudulent quotes at Mr. Disko’s
direction bearing the names of other
legitimate contractors, making the
quotes higher than his own. It is also
alleged that, at the direction of Mr.
Disko, Mr. Sangiuliano knowingly
inflated Metropolitan’s quotes and the
cost of repairs for the contracts. In
exchange for the inflated contracts,
Mr. Sangiuliano allegedly gave kick-
backs to Mr. Disko in excess of $36,000
in 2009 and 2010. The investigation
revealed that Mr. Disko also received
over $44,000 in kickbacks from a
prior owner of Metropolitan who is
now deceased for contracts awarded
from 2001 to 2004.

Former business administrator for
the Westfield School District, Robert
A. Berman, 55, of South Plainfield,
pleaded guilty on October 24 to an
accusation charging him with third-
degree conspiracy to make false rep-
resentations for a government con-
tract. He admitted that he accepted
$13,000 in windows and doors from
Mr. Sangiuliano, who he recom-
mended be hired by the school dis-
trict.

Mr. Berman faces probation and
must pay a $13,000 penalty. He for-
feited his position with the school
district and will be permanently
barred from public employment in
New Jersey. His sentencing is sched-
uled for February 3, 2012 before
Judge Donohue.
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Lease Extension on Burner
To Covanta Nearly Complete

Ralph Named to Board
WESTFIELD —Richard Ralph,

secretary/treasurer of the Board of
Trustees at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield, has been appointed by
Governor Chris Christie to the New
Jersey Cemetery Board.

COUNTY — The Union County
Utilities Authority (UCUA) has ap-
proved a lease extension with Covanta
Energy, the company that runs the
county’s solid waste to energy incin-
erator in Rahway, through the year
2031. The UCUA had originally pro-
posed to extend the lease through
2045 but state officials balked, feel-
ing the term was too lengthy.

The Star-Leger has reported that the
county as well as 12 of the 14 munici-
palities that have existing contracts
with the UCUA have signed the exten-
sion. Summit was expected to ap-
prove a contract extension.

Under the new contract, participat-
ing municipalities will see their rates
drop $12 per ton on garbage from the
2010 rate of $64.44 per ton. The deal
is retroactive to the beginning of 2011
so municipalities will receive refund
checks this year.

In addition, towns like Westfield,
Scotch Plains and Fanwood, which
do not have contracts with the UCUA,
will receive annual grants based on

the tonnage generated in their com-
munities.

UCUA interim executive director
and Freeholder, Dan Sullivan, said
at last Thursday’s freeholder meet-
ing that the closing on the agree-
ment would occur in the next few
weeks.

“I think it (the $12 per ton de-
crease) is an extraordinary achieve-
ment. We also get to share in the
electrical revenues,” Mr. Sullivan
said at Thursday’s freeholder meet-
ing.

He said the agreement required an
“enormous amount of work” and that
the process to restructure the incin-
erator debt began in 2009.

Prosecutor’s Office to Host
Forum on Online Dangers

COUNTY — The Union County
Prosecutor’s Office will host an event
on Thursday, December 15 aimed at
educating parents and guardians of
the potential dangers their children
face online.

The 90-minute program will fea-
ture presentations by Sergeant
Michael Hoose, a social media and
Internet specialist from the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office, and
Ashley Craig, the founder of Stu-
dents Against Being Bullied, an ad-
vocacy group.

The presentation begins at 7 p.m.
at the Union County Performing Arts
Center in Rahway and will provide
parents and children important tips
and information for responsible
Internet usage along with the real
dangers of cyber bullying.

 This informative event will dis-
cuss ways parents can monitor and
promote safe browsing and ways
to ensure predators do not have
access to their children. It will also
discuss ways students can protect
each other from bullying and show-
ing there is hope for those being
bullied who might seek to harm

themselves.
 Organizers will also announce the

six winners of the “Say No to Cyber
Bullying” contest. Earlier this month
entry cards were sent home to more
than 18,000 middle school students
in Union County, urging them to come
up with a slogan to stop bullying. The
winners will receive a lunch date
with Zach Parise of the New Jersey
Devils along with an autographed
hockey stick and one for the winner’s
school. The event is sponsored by the
Bleiwise Family Foundation, The
Wilshire Grand Hotel, Rider Insur-
ance and the Union County Crime
Stoppers and will feature musical
performances by Jill Criscuolo and
Missbehaved.

During the event gift cards to Tar-
get will be handed out in a raffle.
Copies of a Union County produced
video on stemming cyber bullying
will also be available. Seating is lim-
ited to the first 1,300 respondents by
e-mailing a RSVP to
cyberbullying@ucnj.org.

The Union County Performing Arts
Center is located at 1601 Irving Street
in Rahway.

 Flooded Out Homes
TRENTON — The federal gov-

ernment has started the process of
potentially purchasing properties in
13 New Jersey towns, including
Cranford, which have been continu-
ously ravaged by flooding, most re-
cently during Hurricane Irene, state
officials have announced.

Three Men Arrested in
Quik Chek Robbery In SP

SCOTCH PLAINS -  Scotch Plains
police arrested three individuals on
November 30 for committing an armed
robbery at the Quick Chek conve-
nience store on November 25.

Police Chief Brian Mahoney an-
nounced that Nestor DelGadillo, 19,
of Plainfield, Gustavo Alasdiaz, 23,
of Plainfield and Kevin Veliz, 18, of
South Plainfield were all charged with
robbery, unlawful possession of a
weapon and possession of a weapon
for an unlawful purpose. They are all
currently being held in the Union
County jail in lieu of bail that was set
by a Union County Superior Court
judge at $300,000. They are all sched-
uled to appear in Union County Su-
perior Court next week for their first
court appearance.

Chief Mahoney stated that the
Scotch Plains Police Department re-
ceived a 9-1-1 call at approximately
12:20 a.m. on Friday, November 25,
from the manager of the Quick Chek.
She stated that two two individuals,
later determined to be DelGadillo

and Veliz, came into the store and
produced a hand gun and demanded
cash. They left with an undetermined
amount of cash and fled into a vehicle
that was being driven by Alasdiaz.
The three became suspects when they
committed similar robberies in Spring-
field, Edison and Piscataway.

In conjunction with these other
towns, Det. Brian Hayeck of the
Scotch Plains Police Department
handled the investigation.

Anyone who has additional infor-
mation is asked to call Det. Lt. Brian
Donnelly at (908) 322-7100, exten-
sion 111.

Dog Licenses Due in GW
GARWOOD — Dog Licenses are

due during the month of January in
Garwood. To obtain or renew a license,
visit the municipal clerk’s office at 403
South Avenue, Monday through Fri-
day, between 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Proof of
rabies vaccine covering the entire li-
censing year is necessary. For more
information, call (908) 789-0710.
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