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Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LET IT SNOW…Ice sculptor Neil Trimper carves a reindeer at the 16th annual
Old Fashioned Holiday Celebration held Sunday at the Scotch Plains Village
Green.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CHRISTMAS TIME…Santa lights the Scotch Plains Christmas tree with a lift
from the fire department ladder truck at the Old Fashioned Holiday Celebration
held Sunday on the Village Green.

Photo courtesy of Bob DeFelice
GOOD READ…Bob DeFelice, left, Jack Smith, center, and Lisa DeFelice enjoy
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times during a recent
Giants-New Orleans Saints game.
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told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that 110 ramps were included
in the original project.

Mr. Graziano noted that the 2011
road resurfacing change order to
Schifano would be reimbursed from
money left over from a 2009 New
Jersey Department of Transportation
(DOT) grant awarded to Union
County for its road-resurfacing con-
tract. He said the money was not
needed that year because the county
received ARRA funding. The change
in the 2011 resurfacing contract oc-
curred after the county learned that
the DOT had changed its specifica-
tions on road projects to be in com-
pliance with federal guidelines.

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
said he often travels on Martine Av-
enue in Scotch Plains and Fanwood.
“A lot of those handicap ramps are
okay, but what you are saying is be-
cause of the ARRA money, the gov-
ernment is telling the county you
have to actually upgrade these per-
fect ramps that were not falling apart,
not decrepit, and you had to tear them
all apart and replace them with ramps
that look very, very similar,” Mr. Pater-
son said.

Mr. Paterson also criticized the
money being spent on Berger for
inspection services, calling it a “wow
number.”

John Kovar from Berger said a
requirement of ARRA projects is for
an on-site inspector “at all times.” He
said one of the reasons for the addi-
tional costs was a six- to eight-month
delay in getting materials for the road-
work, which extended the contract,
requiring inspectors to be on-site
longer than expected. Mr. Graziano
told The Times there was a backlog on
light poles for the intersections.

Todd Hay of Pennoni Associates
said his firm would be working with
Schifano to identify which ramps
need to be upgraded per changes in
DOT specifications. Those improve-
ments will be completed in 2012.

In other business, the board ap-
proved a resolution setting aside
$60,000 for the county’s Code Blue
initiative. Human Services Director
Frank Guzzo said the program, be-
gun six years ago, assists homeless
persons on the street in getting into
shelters when temperatures drop be-
low 25 degrees in the winter.

He said the money, an increase of
$6,000 from the amount used last

year, places persons in hotels and
motels for the night when available
shelters are full. Last year, the county
had 1,000 placements in hotels and
motels during extremely cold winter
nights.

Tina Renna of Cranford questioned
why the county has again contracted
with Web Creations of Clark for work
on the county’s website. The county
gave the firm a $136,000 contract
last year to upgrade the site. This
year’s contract is $100,000 lower.
Mrs. Renna questioned why the
county’s information technology or
public information departments
could not do the work in-house.

“This year’s contract is a signifi-
cant reduction over last year. We are
going to attempt to do as much work
as we can in-house...We will only
utilize their services if it is necessary
for something that is beyond the scope
of what our IT department can
handle,” County Manager Al Faella
said.

During the public portion of the
meeting, George Karahktis of Eliza-
beth questioned money being spent
on alcohol and drug abuse programs.
The board approved a resolution to
reallocate $10,000 of funds from the
JFK Steps Recovery Center, reduc-
ing its contract to $53,478, and real-
locating the funds to the Organiza-
tion of Recovery, increasing its con-
tract to $29,890.

Mr. Karahktis questioned whether
JFK uses the 12 Steps program, which
he claims is a religious organization
deemed so by the courts. “Are we
supporting a religious organization?”
he asked.

“The 12 Steps is not a religious
organization. They believe in a higher
power, which is not necessarily God,”
Freeholder Scanlon commented.

She said the county is funding al-
coholism and drug addiction recov-
ery. Mr. Karahktis said the program
the county is using has only a 3-
percent success rate.
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Stimulus Projects
fenced, and shifted, to eliminate the
foul balls,” and that the netting will
blend in with the trees behind the
homes.

Also testifying under oath was
Darin Phil of Suburban Engineering
Inc. of Mount Arlington who is the
engineer on the project for Union
Catholic. Mr. Rogoff asked Mr. Phil
if the netting would stop 100 percent
of the foul balls to which Mr. Phil
responded, “99 percent.”

“If the judge says we have to stop
100 percent of foul balls, then we’re
between a rock and a hard place,” Mr.
Butler said. He also said “the school is
doing everything it can to strike a con-
ciliatory note with the neighbors so this
issue can be resolved.”

“The purpose of the netting system is
to protect the neighbors from the foul
balls,” he said.

Board chairman Ken Anderson com-
mented, “We are trying to address the
neighbors’ concerns. Just how high will
the netting be?”

Mr. Butler said David Tanner, an ex-
pert on the trajectory of a baseball, will
testify that at the next hearing. Board
member Chris Abeel asked Mr. Steck if
the netting could blend in with the veg-
etation. Mr. Steck replied that vegetation
would only mask the part of the struc-
tures and that landscaping would not be
a good benefit to eliminate the foul balls.
“Fast growing trees are brittle and break.
They don’t last as long as a slow growing
trees,” Mr. Steck said.

Mr. Rogoff proceeded to ask Mr.
Steck about the height of the poles and
a specific question on the setbacks from
the property line. He asked Mr. Steck if
he considered the impact of shorter
setbacks, on public safety and property
values. Mr. Steck said, “In my opinion,
is it not negative, the neighbors will be
able to use their yards.”

Mr. Rogoff asked Mr. Steck if he
considered the conditions for approval
by the board of the variances to be
extraordinary and peculiar. Mr. Steck
replied that he did, but to force the
school to abandon baseball would im-
pose a hardship on the school. Mr.
Rogoff asked Mr. Steck again about the
possibility of using landscaping as an
alternative to the netting system. Mr.
Steck replied, “common sense answers
that question.”

Mr. Phil then answered questions
posed by Mr. Rogoff, who asked Mr.

Phil if he considered a backstop with an
over hang. “The distance behind home
plate did not provide for the opportu-
nity for a hooded back stop,” Mr. Phil
said.

Mr. Rogoff continued to question
Mr. Phil as to the color of the poles. Mr.
Phil replied that, “We (his firm) worked
in concert (and) made a joint effort with
our client to resolve this issue.”

 Mr. Rogoff asked Mr. Phil why the
plan calls for 10 poles. Mr. Phil said
they were needed to support the heavy
netting. Again Mr. Rogoff asked about
landscaping to which Mr. Phil replied
that trees would interfere with the net-
ting.

“We don’t have the distance behind
the netting. Trees would have to be
pruned to keep branches away from the
netting. This design today is the best
design (for the netting),” Mr. Phil said.

School officials and neighborhood
residents were present. The hearing
adjourned just after 11 p.m. A third
hearing to consider this application will
take place on Monday, December 19 at
7:30 p.m. David Tanner of California,
designer of the netting system, is ex-
pected to testify on the usefulness of
the netting at that time.
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Scotch Plains Zoning Board

WF Specialty Inspection
Station to Reopen

WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Motor Vehicle Commission (MVC)
has advised that the Westfield Spe-
cialty Inspection Station is now
open for appointments at 410 South
Avenue East in Westfield for spe-
cialty vehicles only.

This location replaces the
Morristown Specialty Inspection
Station that was permanently closed
after damages sustained from Hur-
ricane Irene. The Westfield loca-
tion is open Monday through Fri-
day, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Appoint-
ments may be made by calling (908)
233-3412.

Vehicles that require Hi-Rise Sta-
bilizer testing must visit specialty
inspection stations in Asbury Park at
1010 Comstock Street or Winslow
Township, located at 550 Spring Gar-
den Road in Ancora.

For more vehicle inspection in-
fo rmat ion ,  v i s i t
njinspections.com or call (888)
NJMOTOR.

the governing body raised concerns
about the number of deer not only in
the reservation but on neighborhood
streets and on residential properties.
Mr. Bernier said the deer density in the
reservation was estimated to be about
79 per square mile vs. experts’ views
that an optimal desnity is between 5
and 20 per square mile, depending on
the health of the forest.

The Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders is set to vote next week to
award a contract to the Oak Ridge
Sportsmen Association to conduct the
deer hunt in the Ashbrook after the new
year, and Mr. Bernier said the aim was
to kill 60 deer.

Mayor Malool asked about deer re-
duction efforts in residential areas, and
Mr. Bernier said that in some towns
residents have signed waivers allowing
hunters to enter their property, usually
with bows and arrows, not rifles. In
response to a query from Councilman
Michael Marcus, Mr. Bernier said there
are safe ways to dispose of deer in
residential areas but that it “depends on
the neighborhood.” He said larger yards
are better, and that optimally, it is better
and safer to dispose of deer within the
reservation itself. In the Watchung Res-
ervation, where annual deer reduction
efforts are made, he said deer are en-
couraged to re-enter the reservation
from residential neighborhoods via
baiting.

Councilman William Vastine asked
whether, in an effort to sharply reduce
the deer herd in the Ashbrook Reserva-
tion, more hunting clubs should be
involved in the effort, but Mr. Bernier,
citing coordination and logistics is-
sues, called the idea “problematic” and
“perhaps dangerous.” Councilman
Kevin Glover said the program “needs
to be more aggressive,” saying that
reducing the herd by a projected 60 this
season “is not going to make a whole
lot of difference.”
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SP Council

ing was devoted to routine administra-
tive business and coordinating the
agenda for next week’s borough coun-
cil meeting.

Immediately prior to Tuesday night’s
agenda meeting, the governing body
held a brief special meeting to approve
a Public Service Electric & Gas
(PSE&G) “settlement agreement.”

As part of PSE&G’s North Central
Reliability Project, which includes
major equipment upgrades, six utility
poles in Fanwood will be replaced with
more modern poles.

Borough Attorney Dennis Estis said
the settlement “was the result of joint
negotiations” to ensure “the agreement
is in proper order.”

During the agenda meeting’s public
comments, resident Michael Lewis
asked for an update on the former Dean
Oil property at LaGrande Avenue and
Second Street.

Mayor Mahr responded that the
property’s environmental cleanup is
complete and the owners are now try-
ing to sell the vacant property. The
mayor explained that, due to the
economy, the owners were unable to
get financing for their planned
townhouse development.

After adjourning the agenda meet-
ing, the governing body went into ex-
ecutive session to discuss “litigation
relative to the [downtown] redevelop-
ment area” and “contract negotiations”
relating to property.
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FW Council

police headquarters have moved to the
second floor of the municipal building.

The three plans ranged in cost from
$3.1 million to over $11 million, Mr.
LaCorte said, but stressed that these
were “raw” figures. Plan 3, which the
township committee favored, was to
build a second story and build out, and
move the parking underneath. Plan 2
was to build a 6,000-square foot dor-
mer. Plan 1 was to retrofit the first floor
by constructing it better to resist flood-
waters such as raising the courtroom
21 inches, which saw five feet of water
during Irene, installing dam doors, and
using building materials that would not
get damaged by water. Measurements
for the Plan 3 addition were not given
at the meeting, and architectural and
engineering firms have yet to be hired
to draw up plans.

Mayor Dan Aschenbach and
Deputy Mayor Kevin Campbell,
along with township commissioners
Mark Dugan and Edward O’Malley
all were in agreement to move for-
ward with Plan 3. The township com-
mittee will have to vote on which
plan to move forward on.

Under Plan 3, the courtroom,
squad room and radio room would
be housed on the third floor, the
municipal offices and council cham-
bers would be located on the second
floor along with the police depart-
ment. Police Chief Eric Mason, the
acting township administrator, told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
there were no safety concerns with
residents and employees sharing the
elevator with people attending court.
He said persons with municipal court
hearings would be walked up the
stairs, as is the current protocol. Be-
fore Irene, the court room was on the
first floor, which is situated at ground
level. The township is currently hold-
ing court in Westfield’s municipal
court room.

Mayor Dan Aschenbach said an-
other option could be an interlocal
agreement with Westfield to share
the court.

Moving certain functions of the
township to a separate location, such

as across the street by the fire depart-
ment, was also brought up.

“It’s nice to know that everything
they (residents) need is here. I would
advocate to keeping all of our ser-
vices here,” Mr. Mason said.

Money to fund the project would
be a combination of taxes to pay off
a bond, flood insurance income, and
potential reimbursement from the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA).

Township Attorney Daniel
McCarthy said the town has a $1-
million flood insurance policy, as well
as an excess flood policy which they
could potentially receive $10 to $15
million after the damages are assessed.

Funding from FEMA was also dis-
cussed, but the general consensus
was to move forward with a plan that
suits the township and community’s
needs, rather than what FEMA may
fund. The maximum amount FEMA
would fund is 75 percent of the cost,
Mr. McCarthy said.

In order to go to FEMA, the town-
ship has to have a “shovel ready plan,”
Mr. Mason said. Then FEMA would
evaluate the cost/benefit of the plan
before making a decision, which
would come in mid-2013.
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Cranford Council

Paul Lachenauer for The Times
SPECIAL VISIT…Santa and Mrs.
Claus visit Mountainside at the Christ-
mas Tree and Menorah Lighting Cer-
emony held at Trailside Nature and
Science Center on Sunday.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HOLIDAY SPIRIT…Santa’s helper peeks at the scene at the Christmas Tree and
Menorah Lighting Ceremony held at Trailside Nature and Science Center on
Sunday.


