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Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
WISH LIST…Kiran and Drew of Cranford sit on Santa’s lap when he visited the
Cranford Community Center on Saturday morning. The Cranford Jaycees
sponsored the event.

Photo courtesy of Bob DeFelice
GOOD READ…Bob DeFelice, left, Jack Smith, center, and Lisa DeFelice enjoy
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times during  a recent
Giants-New Orleans Saints game.

Westfield Police DWI Crackdown
To Run Through January 2

WESTFIELD – Law enforcement
officials from the Westfield Police
Department will be cracking down
on drunk drivers as part of the an-
nual holiday season’s “Drive Sober
or Get Pulled Over” statewide cam-
paign. Beginning on December 5
and running through January 2, lo-
cal and state law enforcement offi-
cials will conduct saturation pa-
trols and sobriety checkpoints look-
ing for motorists who may be driv-
ing while intoxicated.

A concentrated national effort,
the campaign helps to raise aware-
ness about the dangers of drinking
and driving through high-visibility
enforcement and public education
tools, including posters, banners
and mobile video display signs.
Launched nationally in 1999, the
program works to combat drunk
driving during some of the busiest
travel times of the year.

“This is a critical law enforce-
ment program that can save lives
during a time of the year when

impaired driving traditionally in-
creases by nearly 10 percent,” Cap-
tain David Wayman of the Westfield
Police Department said. “This ini-
tiative brings attention to the seri-
ous consequences of drunk driving
and the grave danger those who
choose to drink and drive pose to all
who share the road with them.”

Last year in New Jersey, 168
people were killed as a result of
alcohol-related crashes. That num-
ber represents 30 percent of the 556
traffic fatalities reported in the state
in 2010.

Law enforcement agencies par-
ticipating in the “Drive Sober or
Get Pulled Over” statewide crack-
down urge individuals to take mass
transit or a taxicab or ask a sober
friend for a ride home or spend the
night where the activity is held.
Motorists are urged to report im-
paired drivers to law enforcement.
In New Jersey, drivers may dial 77
on their cell phones to report a drunk
driver.
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WF Specialty Inspection
Station to Reopen

WESTFIELD – New Jersey Mo-
tor Vehicle Commission (MVC) ad-
vises that the Westfield Specialty
Inspection Station is now open for
appointments at 410 South Avenue
East in Westfield for specialty ve-
hicles only.

This location replaces the
Morristown Specialty Inspection
Station that was permanently closed
after damages sustained by Hurri-
cane Irene. The Westfield location
is open Monday through Friday 8
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Appointments may
be made by calling (908) 233-3412.

Vehicles that require Hi-Rise
Stabilizer testing must visit spe-
cialty inspection stations at 1010
Comstock Street, Asbury Park,
or Winslow Township, located at
550 Spring Garden Road in
Ancora.

For more vehicle inspection in-
formation, please visit
www.njinspections.com or call
(888) NJMOTOR.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
CHEERS…Dave and Connie Roth of Fanwood had approximately 150 friends
over to help light their tree and welcome the Christmas season on Saturday night.
Enjoying goodies of all sorts to eat and drink, everyone cheered as the 15,000
lights were turned on.

could potentially receive $10 to $15
million after the damages are as-
sessed.

Funding from FEMA was also
discussed, but the general consen-
sus was to move forward with a
plan that suits the township and
community’s needs, rather than
what FEMA may fund. The maxi-
mum amount FEMA would fund is
75 percent of the cost, Mr. McCarthy
said.

In order to go to FEMA, the town-
ship has to have a “shovel ready
plan,” Mr. Mason said. Then FEMA
would evaluate the cost/benefit of
the plan before making a decision,
which would come in mid-2013.
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project.
Mr. Graziano noted that the 2011

road resurfacing change order to
Schifano would be reimbursed from
money left over from a 2009 New
Jersey Department of Transportation
(DOT) grant awarded to Union
County for its road-resurfacing con-
tract. He said the money was not
needed that year because the county
received ARRA funding. The change
in the 2011 resurfacing contract oc-
curred after the county learned that
the DOT had changed its specifica-
tions on road projects to be in com-
pliance with federal guidelines.

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
said he often travels on Martine Av-
enue in Scotch Plains and Fanwood.
“A lot of those handicap ramps are
okay, but what you are saying is be-
cause of the ARRA money, the gov-
ernment is telling the county you
have to actually upgrade these per-
fect ramps that were not falling apart,
not decrepit, and you had to tear them
all apart and replace them with ramps
that look very, very similar,” Mr. Pater-
son said.

Mr. Paterson also criticized the
money being spent on Berger for
inspection services, calling it a “wow
number.”

John Kovar from Berger said a
requirement of ARRA projects is for
an on-site inspector “at all times.” He
said one of the reasons for the addi-
tional costs was a six- to eight-month
delay in getting materials for the road-
work, which extended the contract,
requiring inspectors to be on-site
longer than expected. Mr. Graziano
told The Leader there was a backlog
on light poles for the intersections.

Todd Hay of Pennoni Associates
said his firm would be working with
Schifano to identify which ramps
need to be upgraded per changes in
DOT specifications. Those improve-
ments will be completed in 2012.

In other business, the board ap-
proved a resolution setting aside
$60,000 for the county’s Code Blue
initiative. Human Services Director
Frank Guzzo said the program, be-
gun six years ago, assists homeless

persons on the street in getting into
shelters when temperatures drop be-
low 25 degrees in the winter.

He said the money, an increase of
$6,000 from the amount used last
year, places persons in hotels and
motels for the night when available
shelters are full. Last year, the county
had 1,000 placements in hotels and
motels during extremely cold winter
nights.

Tina Renna of Cranford questioned
why the county has again contracted
with Web Creations of Clark for work
on the county’s website. The county
gave the firm a $136,000 contract last
year to upgrade the site. This year’s
contract is $100,000 lower. Mrs.
Renna questioned why the county’s
information technology or public in-
formation departments could not do
the work in-house.

“This year’s contract is a signifi-
cant reduction over last year. We are
going to attempt to do as much work
as we can in-house...We will only
utilize their services if it is necessary
for something that is beyond the scope
of what our IT department can
handle,” County Manager Al Faella
said.

During the public portion of the
meeting, George Karahktis of Eliza-
beth questioned money being spent on
alcohol and drug abuse programs. The
board approved a resolution to reallo-
cate $10,000 of funds from the JFK
Steps Recovery Center, reducing its
contract to $53,478, and reallocate the
funds to the Organization of Recovery,
increasing its contract to $29,890.

Mr. Karahktis questioned whether
JFK uses the 12 Steps program, which
he claims is a religious organization
deemed so by the courts. “Are we
supporting a religious organization?”
he asked.

“The 12 Steps is not a religious
organization. They believe in a higher
power, which is not necessarily God,”
Freeholder Scanlon commented.

She said the county is funding al-
coholism and drug addiction recov-
ery. Mr. Karahktis said the program
the county is using has only a 3-
percent success rate.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Stimulus Projects

Board members asked Mr.
Morrison if there was anything that
could be done to better protect them
against this happening again. Mr.
Morrison replied that there are con-
struction management companies
that could be employed to add an-
other layer of a checks and bal-
ances to the system, but that these
companies are expensive. He stated
that, “this is hard because this is
public money.” He said it would be
hard to justify spending additional
money to pay for work done that
would cost less than what it would
cost to pay a management company.

In his report, Mr. Morrison stated
that all paperwork was meticulously
scrutinized from last year and that
all papers filed for work being done
for the district “impeccable.”

He said “appropriate accounting
principals were used” by the dis-
trict, citing guidelines set forth by
the U.S. Comptroller’s office as well
as the federal government’s and the
state’s controls on reporting finances.

Mr. Morrison commended the dis-
trict for putting $2.2 million in a
maintenance reserve account as op-
posed to last year’s $868.

“Two point two million dollars in
the maintenance account makes au-
ditors happy,” Mr. Morrison said.

He also noted that there was
$1,456,000 set aside to offset school
taxes for the upcoming budget.

In other business, board member
Richard Mattessich was unani-
mously elected as the new board
president replacing Julia Walker who
has resigned. Since Mr. Mattessich
had been the current vice-president,
board members unanimously voted
board member David Finn as the
new vice-president.

Interim Business Administrator/

Board Secretary Vincent Yaniro said
applications were collected through
November 30 to fill the board va-
cancy. Mr. Yaniro also noted that an
announcement on who will fill the
vacant seat would come from a deci-
sion by all board members later this
month. Mr. Yaniro said the remain-
ing year on Mrs. Walker’s term would
be on the ballot this April’s School
Election along with three full-term
seats.

The next Board of Education meet-
ing will take place this Tuesday, De-
cember 13 at 8 p.m.
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SP Zoning Board
Attorney William Butler of
Westfield also represents the school.
The school is seeking a D variance
to accommodate the height of the
poles, which are to support the pro-
posed netting, and a C (bulk) vari-
ance for setback from the property
line.

Rajul and Sachin Shah, of 6 Dutch
Lane, whose property abuts the
field, were granted a temporary in-
junction against batting at the field
until the matter of dangerous foul
balls is resolved. State Superior
Court Judge John Malone in Union
County granted the injunction in
June. The Shah’s are represented
by Woodbridge attorney Marc
Rogoff.

Although the school has had base-
ball games for the past 49 years, it
is only since the school reconfigured
the ball field, starting in 2009 at a
cost of $250,000, when the foul
ball problem started. Neighbors,
along with the Shah’s, contend that
the situation is dangerous and di-
minishes their property values. They
also say they do not feel safe using
their yards, decks and pools for fear
of being hit by the foul balls.

Under oath, Mr. Steck described
the proposed netting system and
the 10 poles of varying heights rang-
ing from 40 feet to 110 feet that
would be used to support it. He
used photos and drawings to illus-
trate the position of the netting sys-
tem. He also superimposed poles
on to the photos to help the board
visualize the structures. The set-
backs from the property line would
range from 23 to 35 feet.

Mr. Steck answered questions
from Mr. Rogoff about the syn-
thetic material used in the netting
and about its strength. Mr. Rogoff
asked Mr. Steck if the netting would
stop 100 percent of the foul balls.
Mr. Steck said he could not answer
the question since his expertise is in
planning. He did, however, say that
if the variances were not granted,
and the baseball program had to be
eliminated, it would impose a hard-
ship on the private school, which
has to market itself to attract stu-
dents. He also said that while the
school is in a residential zone it
adds to the public good as a school

and religious facility. Mr. Rogoff
questioned Mr. Steck as to the
asthetics of the project, regarding
having poles of up to 110 feet high.
Mr. Steck responded that the pub-
lic safety issue trumped the aes-
thetic issue. He further said, “the
school has been here since 1962,
the field has been fenced, and
shifted, to eliminate the foul balls,”
and that the netting will blend in
with the trees behind the homes.

Also testifying under oath was
Darin Phil of Suburban Engineer-
ing Inc. of Mount Arlington who is
the engineer on the project for
Union Catholic. Mr. Rogoff asked
Mr. Phil if the netting would stop
100 percent of the foul balls to
which Mr. Phil responded, “99 per-
cent.”

“If the judge says we have to
stop 100 percent of foul balls, then
we’re between a rock and a hard
place,” Mr. Butler said. He also
said “the school is doing every-
thing it can to strike a conciliatory
note with the neighbors so this is-
sue can be resolved.”

“The purpose of the netting sys-
tem is to protect the neighbors from
the foul balls,” he said.

Board chairman Ken Anderson
commented, “We are trying to ad-
dress the neighbors’ concerns. Just
how high will the netting be?”

Mr. Butler said David Tanner, an
expert on the trajectory of a base-
ball, will testify on that subject at
the next hearing.

Mr. Rogoff asked Mr. Phil if he
considered a baseball backstop with
an over hang. “The distance be-
hind home plate did not provide
for the opportunity for a hooded
back stop,” Mr. Phil replied.

Mr. Rogoff asked Mr. Phil why
the plan calls for 10 poles to which
Mr. Phil said they were needed to
support the heavy netting.

School officials and neighbor-
hood residents were present. The
hearing adjourned just after 11 p.m.
A third hearing to consider this
application will take place on Mon-
day, December 19 at 7:30 p.m.

David Tanner of California, de-
signer of the netting system, is ex-
pected to testify on the usefulness
of the netting at that time.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SPECIAL VISIT…Santa and Mrs.
Claus visit Mountainside at the Christ-
mas Tree and Menorah Lighting Cer-
emony held at Trailside Nature and
Science Center on Sunday.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
HOLIDAY SPIRIT…Santa’s helper peeks at the scene at the Christmas Tree and
Menorah Lighting Ceremony held at Trailside Nature and Science Center on
Sunday.


