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Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
GIDDY UP…Attendees were treated to horse-drawn wagon rides at the 16th
annual Old Fashioned Holiday Celebration held Sunday at the Scotch Plains
Village Green.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
HOLY NIGHT…Visitors witness members of the church play the roles of the
main characters in the Nativity tableau, which featured live animals on the great
lawn at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield on Sunday.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader, archive 12/18/2008
YULETIDE CAROLERS...The Yuletide Carolers serenade shoppers in downtown Westfield on a Saturday afternoon in
2008 with traditional carols. Pictured, from left to right, are: Susie Padlow, Rich McNanna and Krista Mazur.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
HERE TODAY, GONE TOMORROW…By this time of year, Westfield usually
has completed two leaf pickups. Removal of leaves on Lawrence Avenue, shown
here, has begun as debris pickup from the October storm is complete in this area.

Westfield Progresses on Debris,
Eyes Mindowaskin Dredging

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Town Administra-
tor Jim Gildea again updated the coun-
cil on the Department of Public
Works’ (DPW) progress in branch
and leaf pickup at Tuesday night’s
Westfield Town Council conference
session.

According to Mr. Gildea, the “ma-
jority of the town is basically fin-
ished” for branch and tree pickup
from the October storm. He said that
he hopes the pickup will be complete
next week and that then all of the
town’s DPW crews will be commit-
ted to leaf collection.

Councilwoman Vicki Kimmins
questioned whether or not it would

be faster for the town to be chipping
the trees on site, rather than hauling
the debris to the town’s conservation
center. She said that she is not able to
discuss these types of issues with the
public works committee because “our
committee never meets.”

Mr. Gildea said it would not be
faster, but the town is shopping around
for disposal pricing in order to get rid
of the debris and is looking at the cost
of chipping some or all of the wood.

He added that the process is slow
because of the large volume of debris
coupled with the fact that only half of
the DPW workers are committed to
debris pick up while the other half is
working on leaf collection. Mr. Gildea
said the 4,000 yards of debris that the

town picked up following Hurricane
Irene took three weeks with use of
the entire staff, but that this storm left
over 9,000 yards of debris for pickup.
He also noted that this is an extra
service the town is providing for pri-
vate debris, and that some other towns
are not offering any pickups.

In other business, the council ex-
amined a resolution approving the
meeting schedule for 2012. If ap-
proved at next week’s public meet-
ing, the council’s conference sessions
would begin at 7:30 p.m. instead of
the current time of 8 p.m. The pro-
posed schedule also calls for nine of
the conference sessions to be held on
the same night just prior to the regu-
lar 8 p.m. public sessions.

The council will also consider a
resolution next week to award a con-
tract to Birdsall Engineering Services
Group of Cranford in an amount not to
exceed $33,400 for engineering ser-
vices required for the evaluation of
dredging Mindowaskin Pond.

According to Town Engineer Kris
McAloon, this study will give the
town the information it needs prior to
going out for bid for the actual dredg-
ing and refurbishment of the flume.

Councilman Dave Haas questioned
how much the dredging would cost,
but Mr. McAloon and Mr. Gildea
said the cost would be dependent on
how much material has to be removed
and the level of contamination of the
material that must be disposed.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky, as well as
Councilmen Frank Arena and Mark
LoGrippo, were absent from the
meeting due to work obligations.
Councilman Jim Foerst was absent
as he was attending to family mat-
ters following the passing of his fa-
ther. Acting Mayor JoAnn Neylan
extended the council’s sympathies
to Councilman Foerst and his fam-
ily, saying that she wanted him to
know “how sorry we are for the loss
of his father.”

Cranford Could See A
Larger Municipal Building

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Township officials
in attendance at a special workshop
meeting Monday night were in agree-
ment to spend more to essentially do
away with the first floor of the mu-
nicipal building and build up and out.

Three plans were put together by
the Municipal Building Task Force,
chaired by former township mayor
Paul LaCorte, to rebuild the munici-
pal building after Hurricane Irene
wiped out the first floor of the build-
ing, taking out the police headquar-
ters, 9-1-1 service, courtroom, TV-
35 and other offices, as well as dam-
aging paperwork and equipment.

Currently, the municipal court of-
fices, health department, TV-35 and
the Downtown Management Corp.
(DMC) are operating out of trailers
on the lawn of the municipal build-
ing. The police headquarters has
moved to the second floor of the
municipal building.

The three plans ranged in cost from
$3.1 million to over $11 million, Mr.
LaCorte said, but stressed that these
were “raw” figures. Plan 3, which the
township committee favored, was to
build a second story and build out,
and move the parking underneath.
Plan 2 was to build a 6,000-square
foot dormer. Plan 1 was to retrofit the
first floor by constructing it better to
resist floodwaters such as raising the
courtroom 21 inches, which saw five
feet of water during Irene, installing
dam doors, and using building mate-
rials that would not get damaged by
water. Measurements for the Plan 3
addition were not given at the meet-
ing, and architectural and engineer-
ing firms have yet to be hired to draw
up plans.

Mayor Dan Aschenbach and
Deputy Mayor Kevin Campbell,

along with township commissioners
Mark Dugan and Edward O’Malley
all were in agreement to move for-
ward with Plan 3. The township com-
mittee will have to vote on which
plan to move forward on.

Under Plan 3, the courtroom, squad
room and radio room would be housed
on the third floor, the municipal of-
fices and council chambers would be
located on the second floor along
with the police department.  Police
Chief Eric Mason, the acting town-
ship administrator, told The Westfield
Leader there were no safety concerns
with residents and employees shar-
ing the elevator with people attend-
ing court. He said persons with mu-
nicipal court hearings would be
walked up the stairs, as is the current
protocol. Before Irene, the courtroom
was on the first floor, which is situ-
ated at ground level, and currently
the township is holding court in
Westfield’s municipal courtroom.

Mayor Dan Aschenbach said an-
other option could be an interlocal
agreement with Westfield to share
the court.

Moving certain functions of the
township to a separate location, such
as across the street by the fire depart-
ment, was also brought up.

“It’s nice to know that everything
they (residents) need is here. I would
advocate to keeping all of our ser-
vices here,” Mr. Mason said.

Money to fund the project would
be a combination of taxes to pay off
a bond, flood insurance income, and
potential reimbursement from the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA).

Township Attorney Daniel
McCarthy said the town has a $1-
million flood insurance policy, as well
as an excess flood policy which they

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Stimulus Projects Jump
$1.5 Mil. In Change Orders

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – Federal requirements
on American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act (ARRA) as well as new
specifications from the state have in-
creased the cost of Union County
road improvements by $1.5 million,
change orders that were approved by
the Board of Chosen Freeholders last
Thursday night. The county received
$23 million in ARRA funding last
year, $11.3 million of which was
allocated for road and intersection
improvements.

Schifano Construction of
Middlesex Borough was given two
change orders, the first totaling
$688,506 for a new contract of
$4,578,005 for a 2009 road surfacing
contract, and a second for $575,822
for a 2011 resurfacing contract, bring-
ing that total to $4,580,450. In addi-
tion, The Louis Berger Group of
Morristown was given a $245,890
change order for construction inspec-
tion services, bringing that contract
to $770,618 for ARRA road projects.

Birdsall Services Group of
Cranford was awarded a $25,000

change order for a new contract of
$266,117 for additional inspection
work to ensure handicap ramps are in
compliance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) per the
county’s 2011 road resurfacing con-
tract.

Joseph Graziano, director of engi-
neering, public works and facilities,
said after the county had bid the
project out to contractors, the county
was told its contract specifications
did not match federal government
requirements for handicap ramps.

“[That] added hundreds of ramps
that had to be done,” Mr. Graziano
told the freeholders. “That’s why you
have close to a million dollars just for
contractors stuff alone on this project.
We have gotten letters that we are
getting paid back for all these
(changes)…So, yes, this has to be
done, but they (federal government)
are paying for it.” He later said 279
handicap ramps had to be added to
the county’s resurfacing contract per
ARRA requirements. Mr. Graziano
told The Westfield Leader that 110
ramps were included in the original

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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BOE Auditor Says Collision Made
Bid-Rigging Scheme Tough to Catch

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Reporting on the
district’s annual audit, Robert
Morrison of Hodulik and Morrison
PA told the Board of Education
Tuesday night that the bid-rigging
scheme that led to charges against
the district’s business administra-
tor, engineer and three contractors
was all but impossible to catch in
district financials due to collusion
between the parties charged.

“If all the people who are sup-
posed to keep checks and balances
on each other are working together
it is hard to determine the prob-
lem,” Mr. Morrison said.

He stated the problem was that
the district “may have been paying
for work that had never been per-
formed. That is the problem when
there is collusion.” Mr. Morrison
said “there was not one lack of
diligence in the checks and bal-
ances system” but that the parties
involved seemed to have “got to-
gether to circumvent the system.”

“This is nearly impossible to de-
tect,” Mr. Morrison said. “It is ex-
tremely hard to design a system
that is collusion proof.”

Last March charges were made

against Mr. Disko for preparing
fraudulent quotes and estimates for
work done in the district. He re-
cently pled guilty to charges of in-
flating quotes and working with
three contractors who were charged
with making false contract payment
claims. Mr. Disko was charged with
receiving approximately $80,000 in
kickbacks.

Mr. Berman has pled guilty to
bribery for accepting $13,000 worth
of window glass and doors installed
at his home in return for making
written recommendations to use that
contractor. His sentencing is sched-
uled for February 3 at the Union
Court Courthouse before state Su-
perior Court Judge Joseph Donahue.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP BOA Continues Hearing
On UC Foul Ball Netting

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
township’s zoning board of adjust-
ment held its second hearing on the
elaborate netting system proposed
by Union County Catholic Regional
High School, 1600 Martine Avenue,
to contain foul balls from their base-

ball field which are falling into the
backyards of the neighbors who live
on Dutch Lane and Black Birch
Road.

The hearing was held on Thurs-
day night and Peter Steck, a planner
from Maplewood who represented
the school, gave sworn testimony.


