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Cardinals Shock Blue Devils in Grid Classic
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

O’Rourke said. “Hats off to them.
They played a good game.”

The Blue Devils took a couple of
gambles on fourth-down situations
but none of them really worked this
time. The first came when Gribbin
faked a field goal attempt but could
not find an open receiver, and the
final one came late in the game on a
fourth-and-two, but O’Rourke’s run
was stopped short.

The beginning of the game appeared
to be anything but an upset. Gribbin
booted the first of his three straight
kickoffs into the end zone to prevent
any runbacks. After the Blue Devils’
defense held the Cardinals to three-
and-out on their first possession, it
took Mitchell only three pass plays to
find pay dirt (turf) when he connected
with Ondi in the right side of the end
zone with 9:27 on the clock.

But the Cardinals had no intention
of waving the white flag when they
answered with a five-play, 80-yard
scoring drive that ended with wide
receiver Rickie Barnett’s 28-yard
touchdown reception with 7:11 left in
the first quarter. Jno-Lewis’s two-point
conversion put Plainfield ahead, 8-7.

The Blue Devils added some fire of
their own with a 10-play, 70-yard scor-
ing drive that ended with O’Rourke’s
four-yard scoot into the end zone with
2:28 remaining in the first quarter.
Westfield upped its lead to 21-8 with a
five-play, 89-yard drive that was high-

lighted by O’Rourke’s 64-yard touch-
down run that began through a gaping
hole in the middle then with his hook
down the right sideline with 3:18 re-
maining in the half.

The Cardinals, however, shocked
the Blue Devils’ defense when Allen-
Jordan found Barnett unattended in
the center of the field. From there,
Barnett flew downfield into the end
zone to complete a 67-yard touch-
down with 2:37 on the clock.

“We played with our heart, but we
made mistakes that were stupid. That’s
pretty much what that mistake was,”
senior linebacker John Lanzano said.
“We were missing tackles, not run-
ning through enough.”

“They had us confused much of the
game. They did a great job mixing
plays. We just couldn’t stop it,”
O’Rourke said.

“We had a breakdown in the first
half. Gave up three big plays, and that
was the difference today,” senior de-
fensive tackle Ryan Elliott said.

Westfield received the kickoff to
open the second half, but the next
sign of bad news came on the first
play when Mitchell’s pass was picked
off by Jno-Lewis at the Blue Devil 39.
Four Cardinal plays later, O’Rourke
intercepted at the Westfield four and
returned it to the 36.

With three running plays and Ondi’s
42-yard reception, the Blue Devils
got a first down at the Plainfield five-

yard line then pushed to the one to set
up a third-and-goal. The Cardinals’
defense held then their offense an-
swered with a 14-play, 99-yard scor-
ing drive that ended with Allen-
Jordan’s one-yard plunge to make the
score, 22-11, with 9:31 remaining.

“They were standing up our line-
men. We weren’t getting bodies on
bodies. The push wasn’t there,” Ondi
said.

“They took it to us. Physically, they
were better than us. I give them a lot
of credit, coming in 2-7 and playing
hard. They didn’t make any mistakes.
We turned the ball over more than
they did. The first two scores were big
plays then that last score was a 99-
yard drive. They didn’t do anything
special and we just couldn’t stop them.
One of the things that we worried
about going into the season was we
weren’t very good closing off drives.
We weren’t able to finish,” Coach
DeSarno said.

“We didn’t play very well on the
offensive line. We got stood up at the
line. We didn’t get as good of a push
that we should have. We weren’t suc-
cessful on the rush attack,” Elliott said.

“We didn’t step up today. It’s really
not a good way to end such a great
season. It’s a great group of guys with
more talent that we showed today,”
Ondi said.
Plainfield   8   7   0   7 22
Westfield 14   7   0   0 21

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOING IN FOR THE TOUCHDOWN…Blue Devil running back James O’Rourke, No. 2, scores a touchdown on a four-
yard run against Plainfield. He added a 64-yard touchdown run in the second quarter.
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Pauline “Paula”

Sebolao

SPLIT LEVEL

SCOTCH PLAINS. 3 Bedroom, 1.5 Bath beautifully maintained
Split Level on ~1/2 acre of land overlooking Brookside Park on a
dead end street. Eat-In-Kitchen with newer appliances, newer roof,
Formal Dining Room, Central Air, ground level with Family Room
and Laundry Room, large finished basement with Rec Room and
built-in garage. Near schools, park and transportation. $524,900.

Rosemarie

Hughes

WESTFIELD. Just steps from Westfield’s charming downtown, this lovely
turn-of-the-century Victorian is the perfect place to call home. The welcoming
wrap-around porch leads you to a foyer with original woodwork, beamed ceiling
& stained glass window. Conveniences of this century, such as an updated
kitchen with stainless steel appliances, updated 3.5 Bathrooms and 200 amp
service live harmoniously with original moldings, pocket doors & hardwood
floors. DIRECTIONS:  East Broad St to Prospect St #259. $875,000.

Rosemarie

Hughes

SPLIT LEVEL

WESTFIELD. Great 3 Bedroom, 1.5 Bath Split with an open floor,
Living Room, Dining Room and Family Room. The home boasts many
upgrades including an updated EIK, newer windows, furnace, roof and
vinyl siding. Lots of storage space plus a semi-finished basement and
storage shed. The fenced-in backyard is an oasis with a heated in-ground
pool (with safety cover), Trex deck with an electric awning, plus plenty of
space to play. The quiet street ends in a cul-de-sac. $539,999.

Associate of the Month

Carol DiGraci
Top Sales and Dollar Volume for the Month of October

OPEN HOUSE: SUN., 12/4 12-4PM

WESTFIELD. Completely Renovated Colonial Home Boasts 4 Bedrooms, 4
Full Baths, Gourmet Kitchen with Granite, Master Bedroom with Spa Like Bath
and Finished Basement. Beautifully Appointed and Loaded with Amenities:
Hardwood Floors, Crown Molding, Custom Interior & Exterior Detailing, and
Quality Craftsmanship. Professionally landscaped, new driveway and new 1 car
garage. Convenient to Schools, Town, NYC Transportation and Across from the
Park & Pool. Directions: West Broad to N Scotch Plains Ave #310. $619,000.

Jacqueline

“Jackie” Waldman

Ana DeFigueiredo
Top Units for the Month of October

Associate of the MonthOPEN HOUSE: SUN., 12/4 12-4PM

JACK LEAHY TAKES TOP HONORS WITH TIME OF 16:08

Westfield Boys Finish Third
At Nike NE Regional X-C
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School boys
cross-country team, running as the
Blue Devil Track Club, competed in
the Nike Northeast Regional Cross-
Country meet at Bowdoin Park in
Wappingers Falls, N.Y. on November
26. The meet included all of the top
teams in the Mid-Atlantic States and
New England. It is one of eight re-
gional races around the country.

The Westfield team finished third
with a total of 124 behind Christian
Brothers Academy and Pembrooke
High School of Massachusetts.

Westfield just missed out on sec-
ond place by six points to get an
automatic bid to the Nationals. How-
ever, based on their strong showing
(average time of 16:50), the team
received an at-large bid to the Nike
Cross Country Nationals in Portland,
Ore. The race will be held this Satur-
day, December 3, and will include 22
top teams from around the country.
The Westfield team was to head west
today, December 1, and Nike will be
covering the costs.

“We knew we were going to need a
big team performance to have a shot
at making it to the national meet, and
the guys came through big time,”
Westfield Assistant Coach Chris
Tafelski said.

Despite some unfamiliarity with the
terrain, as compared to Warinanco Park

course, and exposure to many com-
petitors whose running strategies were
unknown, Westfield’s Jack Leahy
shaved 13 seconds off his personal
record (PR) to finish first with a time
of 16:08. John Kirna finished 33rd
with a PR time of 16:55, followed by
Matt Luppino with a PR also at 16:55.
Kevin Ingram crossed 47th with a PR
17:00. Kevin Smith finished 54th with
a PR 17:11, David Carville placed
66th with a PR 17:19, and Evan Tarlow
finished 95th at 17:41.

“The boys raced there in September
so we were familiar with the course.
That plus teams wearing uniforms that
were different, we had a tough time
picking out our own guys,” Westfield
Head Coach Jack Martin said.

“Jack [Leahy] had some great races
over the last few years, but this one,
the way he ran such a patient smart
race, was by far the most impressive,”
Coach Tafelski said.

The Westfield JV team also turned
in a fine performance to finish fifth in
its race. Michael Reilly finished 22nd
with a PR time of 17:49. John
Campbell finished 26th with a PR
17:56, Jason Colasanti finished 36th
with a PR 18:03, Thomas Edwards
finished 48th with a PR 18:21 and
Dan Luzzi finished 54th with a time
of 18:24.

The Westfield boys’ performances
at the Northeastern Regional and their
stunning achievements throughout the

season turned out to be a great gift to
Coach Martin, who will be retiring as
the Blue Devils’ cross-country, win-
ter track and spring track and field
coach in June.

“It’s a fitting way to wrap up such
a great season, and it means a lot to
the kids to be able to extend Martin’s
final season to the biggest stage there
is. We’re excited to get out there and
see how we stack up against so many
of the country’s best teams,” Coach
Tafelski said.

“It will be a great experience,”
Coach Martin said.

“This is an outstanding accomplish-
ment for coaches Martin, Tafelski and
the entire boys cross-country program.
These coaches work tirelessly with
our student athletes to foster determi-
nation, work ethic and sportsmanship.
All great coaches go out on top. Jack
Martin is no exception. He will be
retiring at the end of the school year as
our cross-country, winter track and
spring track and field coach. Jack will
be accepting his ‘Coach of the Year’
accolades in March by the NFHS
Coaches Association,” Westfield Di-
rector of Athletics Sandy Mamary said.

Benefit Comedy Night
Set for December 2
A benefit comedy night featur-

ing Chris Monty and Joe Moffa
will be held on Friday, December 2,
at the Shackamaxon County Club
in Scotch Plains.

The event, which will begin at 7
p.m., will benefit the Scotch Plains
Police Foundation. Tickets are
$65 each and the price covers the
comedy show, hors d’oeuvres and
open bar. For tickets and more
information, contact Jason at
(908) 490-0808 or at
jasonparker@k9resorts.com

HEADING TO NIKE NATIONALS...The Blue Devil Track Club consisting of
Jack Leahy, John Kirna, Matt Luppino, Kevin Ingram, Kevin Smith, David
Carville and Evan Tarlow finished third in the Nike Northeast Regional Cross-
Country meet and qualified to compete in the Nike Nationals in Portland, Ore. on
December 3.
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