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Blue Devils Won W.C. Title
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Amanda Marcotullio, Madison Yarusi
and Ellie Callinan, junior Jess Kenny
and sophomore Mary Randazzo.

Smith received All-Conference
First Team honors, while Kenny re-
ceived Honorable Mention, as well as
NJGSCA First Team honors. Both
received All-UC honors. Callinan re-
ceived All-UC honors.

Kenny, along with junior Caroline
Greenspan, should be the mainstay
of the Blue Devils’ defense next year.

“Our defense will be anchored by
the likes of Jess Kenny and Caroline
Greenspan. Each is as relentless as
the next. Overall, we expect our level
of play to remain high and expect to
again find great success on and off
the pitch,” Coach Schmidt said.

Senior co-captain/midfielder
Vickie Gagliano received All-Con-
ference Honorable Mention and All-
UC honors. Junior forward Catherine
Kerr, who was very dangerous all
season pushing up the right sideline
and feeding shots to the box, received
All-UC honors, as well as NJGSCA
All-State First Team honors.

Junior midfielder Alexandra
Tinfow received NJGSCA All-State

Second Selection honors, as well as
All-UC honors.

Senior Sophia Devita handled the
goalkeeping responsibilities and
helped the Lady Blue Devils record
12 shutouts. Waiting in the wings at
goalie will be sophomore Hannah
MacKenzie.

“We return many experienced play-
ers next year. We will miss the likes of
Vicki Gagliano and Mercedes Smith,
but I hope that players step up and fill
those gaps that they leave,” Coach
Schmidt said.

Playing for the love of the game
was one thing, but the Lady Blue
Devils were also playing for the
“Goals for Life” program to find a
cure for breast cancer.

“My assistant coach, Kerri Ponzio,
has run a pledge per-goal fundraiser
the last two years. The members of the
team go out and find people to sponsor
the team; giving us a certain amount of
money per goal that we score. All
proceeds are donated to the Goals for
Life Charity. This year, we raised close
to $11,000 and have donated more
than $19,000 over the past two sea-
sons,” Coach Schmidt noted.

Sadly, We Find Out That
‘On Any Given Thursday’ …

So, now we know why somebody
once came up with that old sports
cliché: That’s why you play the game.

Or maybe it was the one that went:
Games are won or lost on the field not
on paper.

How else to explain what happened
before a huge crowd at Kehler Sta-
dium on Thanksgiving morning? A
WHS team with a 7-2 record and play-
ing for a conference championship
was playing a Plainfield team that had
a 2-7 record and was 0-5 in the confer-
ence. A WHS team that had mercy-
clocked ninth-ranked Immaculata
playing a Plainfield team that had been
mercy-clocked by Immaculata, and
also by Elizabeth, and almost by Lin-
den. A Plainfield team that lost to
Watchung Hills! C’mon.

And, despite so many wonderful
things happening during the game –
James O’Rourke setting two school
records and tying a third, Nate Mitchell
breaking one school record and ex-
tending two others, Pete Ondi padding
two of his school records – there was
no way for a WHS fan to leave Kehler
Stadium on Nov. 24 without a sick
feeling in the pit of their stomach. (I
apologize here to all those who wished
me a Happy Thanksgiving and had to
listen to me say: Maybe in 2012.)

How did it happen? How did Cardi-
nals get that open for their two long
touchdown passes? How were they
able to run two seemingly basic, and
highly stoppable, plays for consistent
yardage? What happened?

(Sunday morning quarterbacks
might question coach Jim DeSarno’s
decision to pass up a chip-shot field
goal late in third quarter that would
have provided a nine-point bulge, in-
stead going for a put-it-away touch-
down. But second-guessing is for los-
ers, especially since, a) if you’re a
good team you should be able to gain
a yard, and, b) if you’re a good team
you should be able to keep a 2-7 team
from driving 99 yards to beat you.)

Two and a half weeks earlier, WHS

was rolling along at 7-1, having
“mercied” Somerset County’s paro-
chial titan. Two and a half weeks later,
what had been an almost dream sea-
son had plunged to a 7-3 finish, with
losses to Bayonne, an OK team, and
Plainfield, a so-so team, at best.

Three plays into its first possession
on Turkey Day, Mitchell was 3-for-3
and WHS was up 7-0. Maybe that
made it seem too easy, too soon. Still,
O’Rourke’s long run left WHS with a
21-15 halftime lead. With so much on
the line, with hundreds of alums back
for the game, with the biggest crowd
in years packing both sidelines, how
could the second half have become
such a dud?

When you’re dealing with high
school athletes, the ebbs and flows can
be titantic, I guess. And that’s what it
felt like going home. How bad was the
ride to Langhorne, Pa.? I couldn’t even
get the car to turn right into the White
Castle in Edison!

FOOTBALL UPDATE
For the season, O’Rourke set a

school record with 259 carries, break-
ing the old mark of 249 set in 1960 by
single-wing tailback Dave Reitze. And
remember this, Reitze was a 6-1, 210-
pound converted tight end who fol-
lowed the off-tackle blocks of guards
Greg Weiss and Pete Braun and full-
back Jim Kovacs. That was in the days
of coach Les Zorge’s “three-and-a-
half yards and a cloud of dust” attack.
Braun was a two-time all-state pick,
while Weiss and Kovacs earned all-
state as seniors the following year.

O’Rourke finished with 1,171 yards
this year, tying Glen Kehler for the
No. 4 mark all-time at WHS, behind
Butch Woolfolk (1,637), Reitze (1,274)
and Ricardo Johnson (1,210). The se-
nior co-captain had one interception
on Thanksgiving, giving him 13 for
his career (breaking Jan Cocozziello’s
school record) and nine on the season
(tying Marcus Graham’s mark). And
if you’ve ever seen O’Rourke play
baseball, you know that football may
not even be his best sport.

Mitchell, who broke Tony DiIorio’s
school records for attempts and
completions in a season, finishing with
184 and 102, broke Tony D’s mark for
passing yards in a season, finishing
with 1,255. Mitchell also became the
first WHS quarterback to surpass 100
completions in a year.

Pete Ondi finished with single sea-
son (51) and career (80) reception
records, and also became the all-time
receiving yardage leader, the first ever
over 1,000 with 1,002.

The Old Folks Home was packed
for the finale, with newcomers like
Jack Baldwin, Eddie Belford, Owen
Brand, Rich Cotter, Tom Della Badia,
Lew Graves, Tony Graves, Rob
Hearon, Tom Ripperger and Janet
Turner, among others.

CROSS COUNTRY UPDATE
The boys team qualified for the NSN

Nationals in Portland, Ore., this week-
end as a wildcard after taking third at
the Northeast Regional qualifier on
Sunday. Senior Jack Leahy won the
race in 16:09.

There are some knowledgeable fol-
lowers of the sport who are saying that
this may be the greatest boys cross-
country team in school history. Con-
sidering the sport’s legacy at WHS,
under the late Walt Clarkson and the
retiring Jack Martin, that’s some com-
pany.

WINTER UPDATES
Swimming: It’s been two full win-

ters since the boys team won the state
championship in 2009, although they
were clearly the second best Public A
team in the state both years, to sec-
tional rival Bridgewater-Raritan. And
while coach Jeff Knight’s team lost
three major point producers in Jack
Lorentzen, Larry Zhang and Nick
Boyle, it’s very possible that this year’s
team will be even stronger than last
year’s.

WHS is one of the rare places where
a supposedly “individual” sport like
swimming is made into a “team” sport.
Examples: at the 2000 state final, a
shaved/tapered Chris Driscoll sacri-
ficed his final chance at breaking a
minute in the backstroke to get a criti-
cal fifth place in the 500 free in a
narrow win; at the 2002 state final,
county backstroke champion Vin Shen
swam the 50 freestyle and three re-
lays, providing the difference in an 88-
82 victory.

Knight’s squad is deep and versa-
tile, with talent in every class. It all
starts with the seniors, where co-cap-
tains Brennan Haley, Alex Bond and
Matt Trinkle, along with Kevin Oster
and Ryan Hobson, have all been in
their share of big meets. Juniors Matt
Daniel, Connor Moore and Max Shin,
and sophomores Tyler Lessner, Luke
McGrory and Dan Myers were all
major contributors. Throw in fresh-
men Stephen Husch, John Lindros and
Jack Rose, and new senior Rich
O’Connor, and Knight has a solid team
to try and capture state title No. 23 in
February.

Last year’s girls team was the stron-
gest team in New Jersey history, pub-

lic, private or parochial. And while
many outstanding seniors graduated
– record-breakers Becky DeLaFuente,
Anna Fetter and Kylie Bangs, along
with Margaux Fleschler, Meg
Kaveney, Charlotte Murtishaw and
Ally Rose – the cupboard is far from
empty.

Senior captains Loren Ball, Jess
Cronin and Krysta Huber, along with
classmates Kelly Kalis, Maeve
Maloney and Megan Myers have all
played key roles in state champion-
ships. Add juniors Ellie Reinhardt
and Becky Zhang, plus sophomores
Caroline Baldwin, Audrey Bangs, Sa-
rah Cronin, Erika Daniel and Allie
McBrearty, and you’ve got quite a
team. And do not forget freshmen
Amy West and Courtney Day.

The season starts today at Union,
but the competition really picks up
later in the month, with home meets
against Summit (Dec. 13),
Bridgewater-Raritan (Dec. 16) and
SP-F (Dec. 22). The latter two won
the Public A and B titles last winter.

DEN TRIVIA
The Class of 1961 just celebrated

its 50th reunion, and from that class
Faithful Readers Jeff (Gilbert) of
Pittstown and Jim (Wilday) of Long
Beach Island came up with a very
interesting, and difficult question. We
put to our readers in the form of a
quiz, with the person getting the most
correct names earning a prize-to-be-
named.

The question: How many players,
past and present, can you name who
played in the NFL or made an NFL
roster and were Union County-born
or Union County-schooled?

Hint: for WHS that would include
Butch Woolfolk (Giants, Oilers),
Dave Brown (Giants, Eagles) and
Steve Cheek (Chiefs); it would not
include Bill Ard (Giants, Packers) or
Ed McGinley (Giants), who weren’t
born in Westfield and didn’t go to
high school there, although both lived
in town at one time.

Gil and Wil came up with over 30
names, including the WHS trio, which
all contest entrants can still use.

You have until midnight New Year’s
Eve to get your names emailed to me
at bj1019@aol.com. Feel free to use
google.com or the NFL Encyclope-
dia. In case of a tie, the earliest win-
ning entry will be the winner. The
results will be published as soon as
the numbers are calculated and fact-
checked.

DEVILS OF THE MONTH
The November winners of a free

sub from Ryan (The) Mann at
Hershey’s are quarterback Nate
Mitchell, and coach Jack Martin and
the Magnificent Seven (David
Carville, Kevin Ingram, John Kirna,
Jack Leahy, Matt Luppino, Kevin
Smith and Evan Tarlow), who en-
abled the boys cross-country team to
deliver back-to-back-to-back big-
time performances at the sectional,
group and Tournament of Champi-
ons and qualify for the national cham-
pionships. In Mitchell’s one year as
the starter, he set school records for
attempts (184), completions (102) and
yards (1,255) in one season.

The Devils’ Den appears in The
Westfield Leader on the first and third
Thursday every month during the
scholastic year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. And remember,
win or not, Whs4evr!

Devils of the Month
Nate Mitchell,

Boys Cross Country
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RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Hye-Young Choi, Sales Associate

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555 x 169

© 2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.   An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, December 4th  1-4PM • 809 Knollwood Terrace
Westfield…Expanded 8 room 4 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath center hall colonial in the Stonehenge section of Westfield.  This
home offers a bright, open floor plan with a striking contemporary feel to its character. Lustrous washed oak floors, 2
fireplaces, neutral decor, recent master bedroom expansion w/vaulted ceiling, his/her custom walk-in closets and luxurious
bath, sun-filled kitchen with granite counters, center island breakfast bar and large dining area w/sliders to private patio
and beautifully landscaped yard. The gracious foyer opens to the formal dining room and tastefully appointed living room.
The large family room is punctuated with a wall of brick w/arch topped fireplace flanked by tall windows. CAC, 100x149,
patio, 2CG, move-in condition. Close to all schools and park.     $965,000.

Westfield Baseball League
Spring Registration

Spring 2012 registration is now available

via our website @ www.westfieldbaseball.com

Registration is open to all children that are residents of Westfield in

grades K - 10.   Please note, the Westfield Baseball Association is

grade specific and team assignments are based accordingly.  All

participants MUST BE enrolled in Kindergarten through 10th grade.

Please note:  Deadline for on-time registration is January 13, 2012.  All

registrations received after Jan. 13th will be subject to a $35 late fee.

See you in the Spring !!

“Our success is evidenced in our results.”
Michael Scott, Manager

Congratulations Agents of the Month!

Grace Rappa
Sales Associate

Barbara “Bobbee” Mulvee
Sales Associate

Ellen Murphy
Sales Associate

WESTFIELD $1,250,000
New Const! 4BR, 3.1Bth Col, Ext. complete
w/Hardi-Plank siding. Interior not complete,
Choose your kit cabinetry! MLS 2859563

SCOTCH PLAINS $1,125,000
Stately Colonial on 1.7 acres, 4BRs, 3Full Bths,
3Half Bths, Pool, extensively renovated, beautiful
property, prestigious location. MLS 2898325

WESTFIELD $729,000
Ideal location, a few blocks to downtown/train.
4BR, 2 bath Col.An abundance of style, comfort &
space.Washington School.. MLS 2899438

CRANFORD $780,000
ClassicVictorian w/ updates, 11 rooms, 6 BRs, 3 ½
baths, FP, large yard, open front porch, pocket
doors, no water from Irene. MLS 2890452

WALL TOWNSHIP $539,000
Sea Girt Estates, 2BR cottage, close to beach,
fireplace, great room, double lot - can be sub-
divided. MLS 2900113

SCOTCH PLAINS $469,900
3BR Col, LR w/fpl, FDR, sunny den, newr kit w/
brkfst area, skylt, upd bth, RecRm, new wndws,
CAC, RF, siding, upd ht/elec. MLS 2897446

ROSELLE PARK $384,500
8 yr old custom home featuring 5BR, 3BA, FR
w/fpl, FDR, LR, EIK w/granite, hwf throughout.
Move-In cond, amazing value! MLS 2897722

SCOTCH PLAINS $349,900
Updated 3BR, 1.1BA Col, New EIK w/brkfst rm,
built-ins in LR & DR, HWD Flrs, Updated win-
dows, Rec rm & more! MLS 2899526

CRANFORD $319,000
3BR, 1 bth Cape on quiet street. New garage,
New windows, Roof 10 yrs old, Enclosed front
porch, Near park, town, train. MLS 2900253

NORTH PLAINFIELD $259,900
Well maintained 3BR Cape, Updatd kit, bath,
CAC, furnace, deck, exterior recently painted,
brick FP in living rm, 1 1/2bths. MLS 2898128

FANWOOD $222,400
Amazing Value! Move-in condition! 3BR Cape
Cod, Perfect starter home, Not a short sale, 4
blocks to train. MLS 2888537

WESTFIELD $167,000
Move right in to this beautiful 2nd flr unit,
newer HWF in LR, new fully tiled bath '09, spa-
cious BR, park-like property. MLS 2899719

©2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the Coldwell Banker Corporation.

Experience,
Trust, Reliability & Service

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555
Coldwell Banker Home Loans

Call now for pre-approval • 888-317-5416
ColdwellBankerMoves.com

www.facebook.com/ColdwellBankerWestfield

David B. Corbin (Season files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EXPLODING ON THE BALL…Blue Devil Karli Sottung, center, leaps to deliver
a powerful header against Piscataway.


