
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, December 1, 2011 Page 11

THE WEEK IN SPORTS
Sports Section
 Pages 11-16

Frank D. Isoldi, Broker / Sales Associate
#1 Agent Westfield Office: 2004, 2006-2010 • #1 Listing Agent Westfield Office: 2004-2010

email: isre@aol.com • Office: 908-233-5555 x 202 • Direct: 908-301-2038 • www.frankdisoldi.com
©2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE…IT’S PRICELESS!
Scan to 
View All 
Listings 

and Open 
Houses

SMITH, SOTTUNG GET 1ST TEAM ALL-CONFERENCE

Lady Soccer Blue Devils Earn
Watchung Conference Crown

O’ROURKE, MITCHELL, ONDI, GRIBBIN SET RECORDS

Cardinals Shock Blue Devils
In Turkey Grid Classic, 22-21

CORTES, STRIPLING LED ‘O’; BIANCO 15 SHUTOUTS

Raider Soccer Boys Captured
UCT, Division, Section Crowns

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Several school records were bro-
ken or extended, but Chad Jno-Lewis’
two-point conversion in the first quar-
ter would come back to haunt the
Westfield High School (WHS) foot-
ball team as the Plainfield Cardinals
managed to pull off a 22-21, come
from behind victory in the Annual
Thanksgiving Day classic at Gary
Kehler Stadium in Westfield on No-
vember 24.

Prior to the game, Westfield had
won eight of the past 11 meetings
since the turn of the century, includ-
ing the past five years under Head
Coach Jim DeSarno. Westfield now

leads the series, 55-45-7.
Blue Devil senior running back

James O’Rourke broke Dave Reitze’s
1960 record of 249 carries in a sea-
son when he scooted into the end
zone for Westfield’s second touch-
down. O’Rourke finished with 19
carries for 117 yards, which included
a 64-yard touchdown run, to bring
his season total to 259 carries.

O’Rourke also broke Jan
Cocozziello’s career interception to-
tal of 12, which he reached in 2003,
when he snagged Cardinal quarter-
back Dii’Jon Allen-Jordan’s pass in
the third quarter. That interception
also tied Marcus Allen Graham’s sea-
son total of nine that he set in 2005
also against Plainfield.

Blue Devil senior quarterback Nate
Mitchell broke Tony DiIorio’s season

passing yardage of 1,176 by complet-
ing 10 of 19 attempts for 158 yards to
bring his season total to 1,255. Mitchell
also had a nine-yard touchdown strike
to flanker Peter Ondi.

Ondi, who already owns the WHS
records in most receptions in a sea-
son and most career receptions, added
six receptions for 98 yards to up his
respective total to 51 and 80.

Senior kicker Jon Gribbin, who
owns the WHS field goal record at
15, extended his WHS leading career
kicking points to 132 with three suc-
cessful points after touchdowns
(PAT). His 87 career PATs placed
him two shy of K.C. Knoblach’s 89.

“A couple of us did set some
records, but at the end of the day, all
we really wanted was a victory,”

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Stubborn defense, along with a
high-pressure offense, earned the
Westfield High School girls soccer
team a 14-4-1 record and a Union
County Watchung Conference Divi-
sion title with an 11-1-1 record.

With a strong start, the Blue Devils
were ranked in the top-20 most of the
season and with a 1-0 victory over
rival Scotch Plains-Fanwood in
Westfield on September 15, they
eventually received the top seed for
the Union County Tournament.

The Blue Devils outscored oppo-
nents, 33-7, and three of those goals
were allowed at the feet of the Lady
Raiders in their second meeting on

October 13. Their third meeting came
in the Union County Tournament
(UCT) on November 5 at Kean Uni-
versity in Union where the Raiders
won, 1-0.

Two days before the UCT loss to
the Raiders, the Lady Blue Devils,
who also received the top seed for the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 tour-
nament, were stung, 1-0, with 0:02
remaining in double overtime by
eighth-seeded Piscataway.

Sophomore midfielder Karli
Sottung led the Lady Blue Devils in
points with six goals and four assists.
Sottung received All-Conference First
Team honors, as well as New Jersey
Girls Soccer Coaches Association
(NJGSA) All-State Second Team

honors.
“Karli Sottung will lead or offen-

sive attack next year. With two years
varsity experience already, next year
will be a big year for her. We will rely
on her vision and creativity in our
attack,” Blue Devil Head Coach Alex
Schmidt said.

Junior forward Sarah Freer was
second on the team with five goals.
She received All-Union County (UC)
Coaches Association honors.

“We expect that Sarah Freer will
also step up and continue to help us
score goals,” Coach Schmidt said.

Senior co-captain Mercedes Smith
was quite a stabilizing element on
defense. She, along with seniors

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

When describing this year’s Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys
soccer team the word “Family” has
consistently popped up.

“I think it all really came about last
year. We only graduated three kids.
We started slowly last year and built
it to a nice ending, and it carried over
to this year. Then the trip to Costa
Rica really brought the entire team
together. Family is a term that we
used, that they used,” Raider Head
Coach Tom Breznitsky said. “They
all liked each other. They hung to-
gether. They believed that they were
a group of kids, who were on the
same mission. When you have good
team chemistry, it really makes a
difference.”

After suffering a 6-0 setback to

No. 1 St. Benedict’s Prep in the open-
ing game of the season, that “Family”
of Raiders allowed only four goals
total in Union County (UC) and in
the conference and finished with a
74-14 overall advantage in goals and
a 21-3 record.

“What also enhanced their ability
to play together was the affect of the
St. Benedict’s game, because after
that, hardly anybody scored against
them. We worked hard not to let that
affect us,” Coach Breznitsky said.

The Raiders accomplished three of
their four goals by claiming the UC
Watchung Conference, UC Tourna-
ment and North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 3 titles, and Breznitsky, in his
37th year as head coach, extended his
career record to 617-150-52.

The Raiders defeated Union, 1-0,
on November 6 for the UCT champi-

onship. The victory was the 15th UCT
title for the Raider boys and 13th
under Coach Breznitsky. Five days
later, the Raiders defeated Chatham,
2-0, to claim their 14th sectional title.
The Raiders’ quest for a state group
title came to a halt with a 1-0 loss to
Ramapo in the Group 3 semifinal.

“It was the fourth consecutive year
in a row that we were in the sectional
final, so it was a team that truly de-
served to have a sectional champion-
ship,” Coach Breznitsky added.

The Raiders last won the UCT title
in 2007 with a 4-0 shutout over Eliza-
beth. The Raiders’ previous sectional
title was six years ago also on No-
vember 11 when they vaporized
Voorhees, 3-0.

Senior center forward Travis Cortes
led the Raiders in scoring with 13

VANBUSKIRK, SALITURO, MONROY LED IN SCORING

Lady Soccer Raiders Claimed
UCT Crown, Finished 16-2-4

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Union County Tournament (UCT)
championships and the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls soccer
team seems to have been going hand-
in-hand the past seven years, because
the Lady Raiders had just claimed
their sixth UCT title in seven years on
November 5.

The only vibrations in UCT titles
came when the Cranford girls won in
2009 and when the Westfield Blue
Devils gained a share of the title with
the Raiders with a 1-1 tie in 2006.

The Raiders were seeded second
this year in the UCT and battled their
way to the championship game to

face the top-seeded Westfield Blue
Devils at Kean University in Union.
Junior Leah Salituro took a feed from
senior right midfielder Erin Pierce
and buried it into the net to give the
Raiders a 1-0 victory for the UCT
crown.

Receiving the top seed for the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 tourna-
ment, the Lady Raiders defeated
Morristown, 3-0, in the first round
but had a battle with Somerville in
the semifinals, winning in a shootout.
The Lady Raiders were denied the
sectional title when West Morris Cen-
tral eked a victory, winning 7-6 in
penalty kicks. The Raiders finished
with a 16-2-4 record.

“It was a tough trip in the counties.
It is every year. Westfield did a great
job in their county final. The kids
were looking forward to doing well
in the states. We did, but we stopped
a little short. That’s the nature of the
beast,” said Raider Head Coach Kevin
Ewing, who added, “The kids had a
very good season. It was tough, be-
cause we graduated some good play-
ers last year. At the beginning of the
season, the girls started off slowly.
They were young kids figuring out
how to play as a team. Once they
found out how to work well together,
they gelled.”

The Raiders did struggle in the
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Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SURROUNDED BY CARDINALS…Blue Devil Peter Ondi, No. 27, tries to work his way around several Cardinal defenders
in the Annual Thanksgiving Day Classic. The Cardinals won, 22-21.

David B. Corbin (Season files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSE CONTACT WITH COUGARS…Raider Colin Stripling, right, tangles with some Chatham Cougars in the
sectional final game as Raider Travis Cortes, left, closes in.

David B. Corbin (Season files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BATTLING FOR CONTROL…Raider Erin Pierce, No. 7, and Cranford Cougar Danielle Jakubik, No. 4, battle for control
of the ball at Memorial Field in Cranford.

David B. Corbin (Season files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY CLOSE ENCOUNTERS…Blue Devil junior forward Catherine Kerr, No 13, gets close up to a Piscataway Chief in
the sectional playoff game in Westfield.

Pro Golfer Lee Trevino
Born December 1, 1939


