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SSt. Bartholomew Academy 
 

The Catholic Academy  
that makes a difference in your child’s life. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Serving children 
Full day Pre-K                in grades             Fully Integrated    
&  Kindergarten              Pre-K – 8th            Technology 
 

2032 Westfield Avenue 
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 

908.322.4265 
 

Call for information or visit:  www.stbacademy.org 

    
                   
     
         
    
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Christopher Academy 
The Montessori school�
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Scotch Plains Campus

January 26

7:30PM

1390 Terrill Road

Scotch Plains

908-322-4652

Westfield Campus

December 13 – 9:30AM

January 5 – 7:30PM

January 10  – 9:30AM

510 Hillcrest Ave., Westfield

908-233-7447

Westfield Robotic’s Team
Participates in Challenge

WESTFIELD – On November 19,
along with 17 other robotics teams,
the novice Westfield Robotics team
participated in their first regional 2011
FIRST LEGO League (FLL) Chal-
lenge in Hillsborough. The FLL Chal-
lenge is a STEM (Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering, and Mathematics)
oriented program that teaches stu-
dents valuable occupational and life
skills for the 21st century.

The Westfield Robotics team, un-
der the guidance and dedication of
EIS Technology teacher, Sean
Bonasera, consisted of EIS eighth-
graders, Michael Carides, Jordan
Hindes and Neil Makhija and EIS
sixth-graders, Marlo Avidon and Mor-
gan Miovski. This year’s FFL chal-
lenge, 2011 Food FactorTM, required
students to focus on three important
tasks: first, research food’s origins
and its journey to the table; second,
identify one possible contamination
or spoilage problem and design an
innovative solution to prevent or solve
that problem; and third, design, build
and program an autonomous robot
using original LEGO-manufacture el-
ements to perform timed food safety
tasks on a specially designed field
mat.

On the morning of the competition
after two months of after-school team-
work, the Westfield Robotics team con-
fidently presented their project to three
different panels of professional judges.
The judges evaluated the team on the
technical presentation of their robot’s
design and programming, the research
and creation of their innovative solu-
tion to food spoilage and the dynamics
of their teamwork.

In the afternoon, the Westfield Ro-
botics team participated in three-timed
rounds of the “Robot Game” using
their specifically designed and pro-
grammed robot. After two solid rounds,
the Westfield Robotics team held tenth
place, then following a disappointing
third round, the team dropped to twelfth
place. With three rounds completed,
the scores for the morning presenta-
tions and the “Robot Game” were cal-
culated. With diminished expectations
in moving on to the next level of the
FLL competition, the Westfield Robot-
ics team was totally surprised by win-
ning the “2011 BoroBlast Food Factor

Innovative Solution Award,” recogniz-
ing the team’s food safety solution as
”exceptionally well considered and cre-
ative with good potential as a solution.”
With the final announcement of the
seven teams moving onto the state fi-
nals, the Westfield Robotics team was
completely stunned when their team
number was announced. It was truly an
incredible moment for this small team
of committed students and one very
special and inspiring teacher.

When reflecting on the competition,
the team’s supervising teacher, Mr.
Bonasera, thanked his team and stated,
“the Westfield Robotics team prepared
for many hours every day since Sep-
tember for the competition. Some nights
staying until 7 p.m. This level of dedi-
cation and self-motivation from the
students outside of school is awesome
to see, and I feel privileged as a teacher
to be able to work with them. They’re a
great group of students.”

The State Finals will take place on
Saturday, December 10, in Mount Ol-
ive.

WHS Students, Staff Build
For Habitat For Humanity

WESTFIELD - Some students go
to Disney World when school is closed
for Teachers Convention in Novem-
ber. Eleven students from Westfield
High School went to Plainfield in-
stead to participate in a building
project for Habitat for Humanity.

The students are among more than
40 members of the Habitat for Hu-
manity club recently started by
Westfield High School Social Stud-
ies teacher, Tricia Iannuzzi. Last year,
she applied for the Teacher’s Fellow-
ship Program with Habitat, and was
one of 10 teachers chosen from across
the United States to participate in a
week-long build in Murfreesboro,
Tenn.

“I was interested in this particular
program because the goal was not
just a volunteer program for myself,
but was designed to assist teachers in
obtaining the tools necessary to imple-
ment volunteer opportunities for stu-
dents,” she explained. Trish (as she
prefers to be called) not only had the
chance to help build a family’s new
home, but was also reminded of the
importance of teamwork, patience,
and success.

When the fellowship program con-
cluded and the school year began,
Trish made an announcement to sev-
eral of her classes and to the student
body about an informational meet-
ing. There was a strong interest among
the students at Westfield High School,
and the club is growing each day.
One of the students, Tyler Varian, had
participated in Habitat in the past,
and is now the president of the WHS
club. He created their website,
www.whshabitat.com and has taken

the reigns as a student advisor.
On November 11, the first “build”

took place for the club. After taking a
tour of the house in Plainfield, which
had been fully framed, a Habitat for
Humanity representative told the
Westfield High School volunteers
about the family that was going to
live in the house. The students and
teachers were given instructions on
installing siding to the outside of the
house and worked on that for several
hours. Their next build will take place
on December 17 in a multiple family
dwelling in Summit.

“I liked how we learned a little
about the family we were building
for, and seeing the teamwork of our
students was awesome. They really
worked well together,” commented
Westfield High School TV Techni-
cian, Jason Ruggiero, who also vol-
unteered on the site. The other staff
members who volunteered included
Westfield High School teachers Tricia
Iannuzzi, Adam Pizzi, and Steve
Cohn. Students helping at the site
were Tyler Varian, Alexandra Tinfow,
Maddie Chandler, Meghan Reilly,
Hannah Millen, Isabelle MacDonald,
Nick Ertman, Tess Lukowiak, Megan
Sheil, Nika Kurdadze, and Sam
DeJohn.

“As a Social Studies teacher, I
would like to see my students em-
brace the spirit of advocacy; speak-
ing out for something they believe in
and working towards changing sys-
tems, policies and attitudes,” stated
Ms. Iannuzzi. “Their efforts in Habi-
tat for Humanity will ultimately raise
awareness about the cause of poverty
and homelessness.”

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY…Westfield High School students and staff from
the Habitat for Humanity Club – newly formed at the school – participated in
their first “build” in Plainfield, on November 11. Standing, left to right, are: Sam
DeJohn, Nika Kurdadze, Meghan Reilley, Nick Ertman, Alex Tinfow, Hannah
Millen, Tyler Varian, Maddie Chandler, Jason Ruggiero, Steve Cohn, and
Bottom Row, left to right, are: Tricia Iannuzzi and Tess Lukowiak. Missing from
photo: Adam Pizzi, Megan Sheil and Isabelle MacDonald.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

In Office Conscious
and IV Sedation

General Anesthesia Provided
by Summit Anesthesia

Associates

Visit our web site
Kidsandsmiles.com

TIMOTHY P. McCABE, D.M.D.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Dentistry for Infants, Children,
Adolescents and Special Needs

Westfield Pediatric Dental Group
555 Westfield Avenue • Westfield, NJ 07090

908-232-1231

Specialty Permit # 3983

PERFECT…The Garwood Board of Education honored 15 students who re-
ceived a perfect score on the NJASK test last year. The following students received
perfect scores: Math: Dayna Gallucci, NJASK8; Mark Stouffer, NJASK 3; Ross
Wildes, NJASK 5; Anya Nordstrom, NJASK3; Andre Schlauberg, NJASK4;
James Duffey, NJASK 5; Kyra McDevitt, NJASK 5; John Taylor, NJASK5;
Alexandra Knowles, NJASK3. Science: Daniel Courtney, NJASK8; Michael
Pellino, NJASK 4; Christopher Froden, NJASK4, Jason Maher, NJASK4,
Tomas Cvercko, NJASK4, Brian Maher, NJASK8.

duCret School of Art to Host
Open House and Art Show

PLAINFIELD– duCret School of
Art will be holding its annual Open
House and Miniature Show on Sun-
day, December 4 from 2 – 4 p.m. The
show and tours are open to the general
public. Refreshments will be available
and hand crafted gifts can be pur-
chased.

High school students in their junior
and sophomore years are invited to
tour the school, sit with admissions
reps to discuss opportunities in the
field of art and register for Spring/Fall
2012 Semesters. Students/parents are
encouraged to call the school between
9 – 4 p.m. this week at (908) 757-7171
to schedule an Open House mini re-
view. Available Open House interview
times are: 2 p.m., 2:15 p.m., 2:30 p.m.,

2:45 p.m., 3 p.m., 3:15 p.m., 3:30
p.m.: 3:45 p.m., 4 pm, 4:15 p.m., 4:40
p.m. and 4:45 p.m. Juniors and seniors
are encouraged to bring three (only)
pieces of their original art for review.

duCret School of Art, founded in
1926 and celebrating its 85th year, has
been offering art education continu-
ously ever since and holds the distinc-
tion of being the oldest private art
school in New Jersey.

For general applicant information,
call (908) 757-7171 or visit the school
between 9 a.m. – 4 p.m., Monday –
Friday. Further information about the
school’s Open Studio’s for the general
public and application and admission
information can be found at
www.ducret.edu.

WF Students Learn Gift of
Giving by Donating Food

WESTFIELD - Students at Edison
Intermediate School in Westfield do-
nated 10 food baskets, 37 frozen tur-
keys and hundreds of pounds of as-
sorted non-perishable foods to the
needy this Thanksgiving. The school-
wide drive was organized by the Up-
standing Citizens Council (UCC), a
newly formed group of 49 eighth
graders whose counselors encourage
the students to lead by example.

“They are learning to make service
part of their lives so it becomes sec-
ond nature,” stated Counselor Marci
Schoenbach.

Students Rachel Levy, Marina

DeCotiis and Felicia Mermer orga-
nized a bake sale raising $150 to
purchase additional food. All of the
food was brought to the Holy Trinity
Food Pantry and the Mandy
Reichman Feeding Program of
Temple Emanu-El in Westfield.

The UCC’s next project will in-
volve collecting games, books, cards,
and activities to equip a homeless
shelter’s community room in New-
ark. The collection area will be in the
lobby of Edison Intermediate School,
800 Rahway Avenue, in Westfield
from November 28 through Decem-
ber 21.

GIFT OF GIVING…Students at Edison Intermediate School in Westfield do-
nated 10 food baskets, 37 frozen turkeys and hundreds of pounds of assorted non-
perishable foods to the needy this Thanksgiving.

Anti-Bullying
Presentation on TV

And Web
WESTFIELD – The presenta-

tion by Anti-Bullying Coordina-
tor for the Westfield Public
Schools, Audrey Zavetz, and
Michael Weissman, Assistant Su-
perintendent of Pupil Personnel
Services, is airing on Blue Devil
WHS-TV36 Tuesdays and
Thursdays at 9:30 p.m., Satur-
days at 5:30 and 9:30 p.m. and
Sundays at 5:30 p.m. It also can
be viewed at
www.westfieldnjk12.org/video.

www.goleader.com/subscribe

SPFHS Announces
Winter Concerts

SCOTCH PLAINS - Holiday, sea-
sonal and pop music will be sung by
Scotch Plains-Fanwood’s award-win-
ning choral groups on Wednesday,
December 14, at 7:30 p.m.  at the
Manya Ungar Auditorium, 667
Westfield Road in Scotch Plains.

Six groups will perform: Concert
Choir, Select Choir, Las Cantadoras
(Women’s), Men’s Choir, Chamber
Choir and Sensations, an a capella
group.

Anyone looking to get into the
spirit of the season will enjoy the
evening of music. Admission is free,
though a small, voluntary donation is
appreciated.

ROBOTICS CHALLENGE…On November 19, the novice Westfield Robotics
team participated in their first regional 2011 FIRST LEGO League (FLL)
Challenge in Hillsborough. Pictured, front row, left to right, are: Marlo Avidon
and Morgan Miovski Pictured back row, left to right, are: Sean Bonasera, Jordan
Hindes, Michael Carides and Neil Makhija.


