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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Deborah Scanlon, chair
dscanlon@ucnj.org

More Residents Should Volunteer
To Groups Like Rake and Hoe Club

2011 Blue Devils Are Best Football
Team I’ve seen In WF in 19 Years

I attended the dedication of the
Blue Star Memorial Marker at
Shadowlawn Park at Rahway and
Shadowlawn Avenues on Veterans
Day. I was so moved by the cer-
emony, I felt the need to share my
feelings with the community. First, I
want to commend the Rake and Hoe
Club of Westfield and all the indi-
viduals involved in the project of the
dedication of a Blue Star Memorial
Marker at Shadowlawn Park.

There is an incredible history to the
Blue Star Memorial, which began in
1944 by New Jersey Garden Clubs
and evolved to a national project of
The National Garden Clubs. Rake
and Hoe planned a very lovely dedi-
cation at which time they recognized
all past and present veterans and in-
troduced Westfield veterans in atten-
dance who have served in the mili-
tary. Distinguished state and local
officials were among those who
spoke.

For those who attended the cer-
emony, it reminded us of the respect
and appreciation we owe to all veter-
ans who have helped preserve and
protect our freedom. Events such as
this also call attention to the enor-
mous contributions local non-profit
organizations make to the commu-
nity. It is important for everyone to
recognize and appreciate the contri-
butions of all non-profit organiza-
tions, such as Rake and Hoe and the
many other organizations in our com-
munity who serve the citizens in nu-
merous ways.

During my 12 years serving as the

local arts Coordinator for Union
County Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs, I had the privilege to
work with many non-profit organiza-
tions. We should never forget the
incredible services, comfort and as-
sistance the non-profit community
delivers to all of us in one way or
another – either to us directly or to a
family member or friend. I am sure
we can all think of ways in which we
are impacted. There are approxi-
mately 30,000 non-profit organiza-
tions in the State of New Jersey. In
Westfield, the list is endless. There
are cultural organizations who pro-
vide the essential nourishment of
music, theater and other arts; history
organizations helping us preserve,
maintain and share our important his-
tory; organizations that help preserve
and care for our parks and down-
town; and social service agencies
which provide essential services to
various sectors of the community. All
of these organizations and agencies
require the dedication of board mem-
bers and volunteers. I encourage ev-
eryone to select a group that interest
you and volunteer – if you cannot
volunteer, consider making a dona-
tion.

Finally, remember and respect the
contributions that these organizations
do to make us the community that we
are. Where would we be if they could
not continue? Their existence is in
our hands.

Paula Long
Westfield

To the 2011 Blue Devil Football
Team, especially the Class of 2012, I
just had to write to thank you boys for
the incredible enjoyment you’ve
given me over the years. I have fol-
lowed you since about 4th grade as
my daughter’s classmates, and by 6th
grade, it was clear you were the ones
who would restore glory to Westfield
football. Many have noted your lack
of size, but I always knew — don’t
watch their size — watch their hearts!
I’ve been watching football for many
years…and I’ve never seen a team
with more heart! I believed in you
from day 1 this season and never
gave up on you.

I know after Bayonne and Plainfield
you may have some naysayers, but
the truth is you are still the best team

I’ve seen in this town in 19 years.
How many records broken?! With
every spectacular play, you earned to
be called “the best”… so, until an-
other team proves otherwise…that is
what you’ll always be to me!

To “my” seniors…thanks for play-
ing every moment like it were your
last —take that into the future and
you will be successful at whatever
you do. I hope you all go on to pursue
the dreams and happiness you so
deserve because you’re not just amaz-
ing players, you are also a bunch of
nice guys. I’ll miss watching you —
thanks for the memories.

Your loyal fan,
Ruth Maloney

Westfield

Why Does Obama
Support Occupy Mobs?

Obama supports the Occupy mobs:
“You are the reason I ran for office.”

How utterly shameful of our Oc-
cupy White House President to sup-
port those who, amongst other re-
pugnant behavior, defecate in public,
violently attack police officers, cover
up rapes and other sexual assaults,
pass out Communist propaganda,
burn the American flag and gleefully
sing “Fu** the USA.”

Mark Kalinowski
Clifton

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Greffier – A recorder or registrar
2. Ungulate – Having hoofs
3. Venatic – Fond of or living by

hunting
4. Depascent – Feeding

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

GRELOT
1. A small bell similar to a sleighbell
2. A lap cloth worn by a bishop when

he sits during the celebration of Mass
3. A small salt-water crustacean that

bores into timber under water and de-
stroys it

4. A harem slave
DESMACHYME

1. The hard, protective outer layer of
an insect

2. In zoology, a group of bloodsucking
bats, native of Central and South America

3. The connective tissue of sponges
4. An order of mollusks having irregu-

lar hinged teeth
DITOKOUS

1. Producing two eggs or young at one
time

2. Repetitious
3. Agitated; excited
4. Rich; wealthy

LAGARTO
1. A type of inexpensive cigar
2. In music, slow and gentle
3. A rabbit or hare
4. Spanish for alligator

Councilman LoGrippo Updates Public
On The Westfield Debris Cleanup

Just wanted to share the latest up-
date from the Town [Westfield] re-
garding the clean up of the debris
from the autumn snowstorm.

Regarding storm debris removal
operations, Sections 1, 2, 3, 7, 8 and
9 have been completed. Storm debris
crews are currently in Sections 4 and
10, with leaf crews to follow. The
time it is taking to pick up the debris
is evidence of the magnitude of the
task at hand – there is a massive
volume of debris, much more than
was generated by Hurricane Irene.
You may not be aware that the De-
partment of Public Works was en-
gaged in emergency operations until
November 4, following PSE&G as
they removed power lines entangled
in the trees, many blocking road-
ways. Only until PSE&G completed
their work could the DPW clear the
town’s debris from the affected road-
ways.

They were also engaged in remov-
ing numerous dangerous “danglers”

from trees overhanging streets and
sidewalks. The organic storm debris
collection, then, could not commence
until November 7. By November 14,
the leased equipment was placed into
service. Referring to the map and the
size of the areas that have been com-
pleted, the Department of Public
Works has made tremendous
progress.

The leaf collection map [pdf] for
your reference can be found at
www.westfieldnj.gov/.

The town appreciates that the ex-
traordinary autumn storm and its af-
termath has called for its residents to
exercise due caution and extreme
patience.

Rest assured, the town is commit-
ted to providing disposal assistance
to its residents and conclude its an-
nual leaf collection operations as thor-
oughly and as quickly as possible.

Mark LoGrippo
3rd Ward Councilman

Westfield

Avoid Black Friday, the Grinch and
Poltergeist – Consider Thrift Shops

Our residents behaved themselves far better than
those from the stories we hear of Black Friday, such
as in California, where a lady (loosely termed)
pepper sprayed 20 others to get first grabs at so-
called bargains – and where a midnight shopper was
robbed at gunpoint outside a mall near San Fran-
cisco. It dismays us to learn of such disgraceful
behavior from our fellow human beings.

True, our roads were jammed last Friday, when
many rushed to the shopping frenzy. They seemed to
have a good time and comportment was within
bounds.

The tone of Christmas has morphed for some into
an obsession to buy, a fear of missing giving that
perfect gift or perhaps being forlorn over the thought
of a sparse sprinkle of packages underneath the
family tree. To others, it might just be the sport of
shopping – the ecstasy of victory and the “agony of
defeat.” Heaven forbid should one discover having
paid more for something than others did – even
though realizing later that it may have never been
something one would otherwise buy during times of
sanity.

Nearly everyone wants to give presents and re-
ceive them this time of year. Some avoid the chaos by
shopping online, although most prefer shopping at
their local businesses. We encourage this. Whatever
method employed, it is vital for all to not be the
Grinch and to shed any hint of feeling guilty from
overlooking someone. In the final analysis of the
clamor, there is a good feeling from giving and
receiving.

There may be a way to enhance and rejuvenate the
spirit of Christmas and the joy of giving. We suggest

stopping in one of the several thrift shops and peruse.
There are fine items there you may wish to purchase
as gifts for others. Terrific volunteers operate these
stores and the revenue goes to charities. These stores
also accept donations – items that one no longer
needs or wants. These items are probably needed or
wanted by others. Check your closets and seldom-
opened drawers for such items. Give them away and
receive a warm feeling in return.

Some thrift shops locally include:
1 - The Jumble Store, 110 Walnut Avenue, Cranford,

(908) 276-0222; operated by the Junior League of
Elizabeth-Plainfield. They support community
projects.

2 - Westfield Service League Thrift Shop and
Consignment Shop, both located at 114 Elmer Street,
Westfield, (908) 233-2530 (thrift shop)/(908) 232-
1223 (consignment shop). Proceeds are donated
back into the community and local charities.

3 - Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service League Thrift
Shop, 1730 East Second Street, Scotch Plains, (908)
322-5420. Proceeds are donated back into the com-
munity via local charities.

4 - The Hope Chest, 26 Prospect Street, Westfield,
(908) 233-9973, operated by the Center for Hope
Hospice and Palliative Care Auxiliary. Proceeds
subsidize hospice care for patients.

5 - Best Friend Thrift Shop, 1750 East Second
Street, Scotch Plains, (732) 388-8930. Proceeds
benefit homeless animals awaiting adoption and
being cared for by the Best Friend rescue group.

There are many other organizations you may wish
to consider. In doing so, one may elevate their inner
spirit (not meaning poltergeist, of course).

WHAT SNOW?

DECEMBER, 2010

Presidental Elections
Abuse Air Force One
Article II, Section I of the United States

Constitution states, “The executive power
shall be vested in a President of the United
States of America.”

The President, any President, is also a
politician.

But what can justify hard earned tax-
payer money being used to finance a
President’s politically charged events
away from Washington, D.C.? Between
the period January 1 and January 17
when Presidents were seeking re-elec-
tion, President Clinton used Air Force
One to fly to 40 events involving 24 days,
President George W. Bush used Air Force
One to fly to 49 events using 34 days, and
President Obama used Air Force One to
fly to 54 events using 42 days. (“Obama
Swing-State Visits Surpass Presidential
Record,” Jonathan Weisman and Carol
E. Lee, The Wall Street Journal, Novem-
ber 28,2011, front page)

Air Force One, the huge 747 Presiden-
tial jet plane, is very expensive to fly.
Add to this cost the cost of security and
Presidential staff time. This is rather a
large bill for the United States Depart-
ment of the Treasury to pay!

A President’s political party should
pay for his using Air Force One to fly to
political events.

More serious yet is the question of
whether the President is “minding the
store.” Shouldn’t a President in the Oval
Office be working with Congress to
solve the many serious problems facing
the United States? And as well with the
diplomatic corps regarding the serious
foreign policy problems our country
faces?

Nor is it sufficient an argument that a
President with modern means of commu-
nication can from a distance stay fully in
touch with Congress. Nothing replaces
the personal one on one relationship a
President and Congress must have to
work out the often intricate details of
public policy problem solutions.

It is hard to believe that “the buck stops
here,” as President Truman was one to
say, when a President is so far away from
his desk and the government of which he
is the chief executive officer, in order to
campaign for re-election.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

New Jersey Dem Party Chair Solicits
Input on Education Debate

As the debate over New Jersey’s
education system continues across
our state, your ideas and input are
needed now, more than ever.

Recently, I hosted representatives
of New Jersey’s education commu-
nity for a roundtable discussion on
the state of public education in New
Jersey.

The event, held at the Edward J.
Bloustein School of Planning and
Public Policy in New Brunswick,
examined education initiatives and
issues expected to be part of the up-
coming legislative debate. Represen-
tatives of various constituencies in-
volved in and/or affected by the state’s
education policies, along with mem-
bers of the general public were in-
vited to participate in and observe the
roundtable discussion.

Prior to the discussion, participants
heard from Dr. David Driscoll, chair-
man of the President’s National As-
sessment Governing Board, past
president of the Council of Chief
State School Officers and former
commissioner of education in Mas-
sachusetts. Dr. Driscoll discussed his
experience in Massachusetts when
that state implemented its landmark
education reform law.

What we need now is input from
you! I am asking for your sugges-

tions on what needs to be considered
as we move forward in this debate
over our children’s future. Submit
your ideas to
educationideas@njdems.org.

We need to ensure this process
isn’t about ideology, but rather about
making education better and your
feedback is crucial to crafting a plan
that works. There are a variety of
opinions and it’s essential that we
bring everyone to the table in order to
develop the best solutions.

Thank you for everything you do.
I look forward to your suggestions.

John Wisniewski
Chair, NJ Democratic Party

Sunset Pl. Residents Should Come Up
With Funds to Close Street, Not Taxpayers

Some residents of Sunset Place have asked Scotch
Plains Mayor Nancy Malool and the township coun-
cil to permanently close the street, which is located
between Park and Union Avenues near the Moun-
tain Avenue/Route 22 overpass.

In our interview with Mayor Malool, she said she
wants homeowners of the street assessed for the
work, which is estimated at $30,000. But that
would mean the township would borrow the money
to pay for the project that Sunset residents would
pay over 10 years.

In our view, this is the wrong approach. If this is

a worthy project, let the residents of this street hire
the lawyers and engineers to design the plans and
get approvals. Then, the Sunset residents should
come up with all the money to implement the
project. The township should stay out of the financ-
ing. Keep it off the backs of the Scotch Plains
taxpayers. At best, this project only benefits a
dozen or so families.

Isn’t it time for government to stop borrowing
money? Government can’t do everything — and
the less government does beyond the necessities,
the better, so it seems. That’s how we see it.


