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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Christie Seeks Fed Aid for Towns
For Cost From October Storm
Governor Chris Christie has asked

President Barack Obama for a major
disaster declaration for 11 counties,
including Union County, for the cost
of cleanup for the October 29 snow-
storm, nj.com has reported.

Federal funds are sought to reim-
burse towns and agencies for emer-
gency work, debris clearance, and
the repair or replacement of facilities
damaged by the storm and flooding.

Aid is sought for Bergen, Cape
May, Essex, Hunterdon, Middlesex,
Morris, Passaic, Somerset, Sussex,
Union and Warren counties.
Detroit Mayor Seeks Concessions

From Unions; Layoffs Possible
Detroit’s Democratic Party mayor,

David Bing, has called on a number
of concessions fro the city’s labor
unions, the Wall Street Journal has
reported. These include a 10 percent
wage cut, increases in employee con-
tributions for health insurance, cuts
to pensioners and changes in work
rules. The mayor has also threatened
1,000 layoffs of city workers.

Frenchtown Mayor
And Ex-WF Resident Loses

Four-term Frenchtown Mayor Ron
Sworn, who was among the last dual
office holders in New Jersey, lost his
re-election bid last month to Demo-
crat challenger Warren Cooper. Mr.
Sworen, a former Westfield resident
who holds the posts of Frenchtown
mayor and Hunterdon County free-
holder, took only 33.6 percent of the
votes, nj.com reported. Mr. Cooper, a
reporter who covers Somerset County
for the Messenger-Gazette of
Somerville, won with 66 percent of
the vote. Frenchtown is located in
Hunterdon County.

Ciattarelli to Replace Biondi
Temporarily in Assembly

Assemblyman-elect Jack
Ciattarelli has resigned from his seat
on the Somerset County Board of
Chosen Freeholders pending his
move to temporarily replace to re-
place the late Assemblyman Peter
Biondi, who died two days after his
reelection. He had had been diag-
nosed with non-Hodgkin’s lym-
phoma a year before his death.

Mr. Ciattarelli will take Mr.
Biondi’s seat until January 10 when
he will begin his two-year term in the
other seat representing the 16th legis-
lative district . He is replacing Denise
Coyle, whose hometown of Basking
Ridge was redistricted into District
21, which is represented by Assem-
blyman Jon Bramnick of Westfield
and Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz

of Summit.
Somerset County Republicans will

have 35 days from January 10, the
date Mr. Biondi’s seat officially be-
comes vcant, to name the new assem-
bly member.
Weinberg Takes Action to Oppose
Right-to-Carry Reciprocity Act

State Senator Loretta Weinberg (D-
37, Teaneck) has introduced a legisla-
tive resolution condemning the “Na-
tional Right-to-Carry Reciprocity Act
of 2011,” saying that the federal pro-
posal would undermine New Jersey’s
gun control laws and states’ traditional
role in deciding the best gun control
strategies for each individual state.

H.R. 822, known as the “National
Right-to-Carry Reciprocity Act of
2011,” which was approved by a vote
of 272-154 in the House of Repre-
sentatives on November 16, would
allow individuals with a permit to
carry a concealed weapon in one state
the ability to carry a concealed
weapon in every other state that al-
lows people to carry concealed weap-
ons without having to reapply for a
permit in each state.

Senator Weinberg noted that only
seven Republicans voted against the
legislation in the House despite the
fact that Republicans tend to favor
states’ rights over federal regulation.

If approved, copies of the resolution
would be sent to leaders in the U.S.
Senate and House of Representatives,
Governor Chris Christie and New
Jersey’s Congressional delegation.

First Democrat in 23 Years
Sworn In As Bergen Clerk

John Hogan has been sworn in as
the new Bergen County clerk, re-
placing Elizabeth Randall whom he
defeated on Election Day. Mr.
Hogan, former Northvale mayor, is
the first Democrat elected Bergen
clerk in 23 years. Ms. Randall, a
former New Jersey commissioner of
banking and insurance and a ex-
assemblywoman, had been serving
as clerk since January after she re-
placed current Bergen County Ex-
ecutive Kathleen Donovan, who had
served 22 years as clerk.

Barney Frank Retiring After
Sixteen Terms in Congress

Rep. Barney Frank (D-Mass.) said
Tuesday that he would retire at the
end of 2012 after 16 terms in Con-
gress. In response, syndicated col-
umnist and  political commentator
Charles Krauthammer commented,
“I would say that (Rep. Frank’s re-
tirement) the best thing, most impor-
tant thing he has ever done to prevent
the (financial) crash ever happening
again is what he did today.”

Garwood Accepting Bids for
Athletic Complex Contract

By CHRISTINA HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – After a long de-
bate this year following a change
from Democrat to Republican-con-
trolled governing bodies, the bor-
ough is getting set to see proposals
from contractors interested in the
borough’s athletic field project con-
tract.

At the borough council’s Novem-
ber 22 meeting, Councilman Louis
Petruzzelli said 30 bids went out for
the athletic field complex and that the
council was to take bids on Novem-
ber 29. There was a mandatory pre-
bid meeting with the prospective con-
tractors on November 9.

On another matter, the council had
discussed earlier in the year to buy a
new snow removal vehicle. Council-
man Keith Sluka said the council’s
Streets and Roads Committee has
recommended that the borough  not
to pursue the purchase this year.

“It is an item we would have to
bond for. By the time that happens we
are in the snow season,” he said.

Councilman Jim Mathieu,  chair-
man of the finance committee, said
the borough is “looking to find some-

thing to double as field maintenance
(equipment) for the athletic field com-
plex.” He said the vehicles range in
cost from $14,000 to 17,000.

At last week’s meeting council
members voted to adopt the consent
agenda, which included authorizing
upgrades of salary levels for three
police patrolmen, awarding five
grants to be deposited in the 2011
municipal budget, amending the
agreement with Musial Group, the
architectural firm hired for the ath-
letic field complex, and authorizing
the borough clerk to prepare a re-
quest for proposals for borough at-
torney, planner and engineering ser-
vices for the planning board.

The council also approved an an-
nual maintenance agreement with
SBP Industries for the firehouse gen-
erator at a cost of $450 plus wattage.

The Garwood Board of Health is
seeking a new member, Council-
woman Sara Todisco said during
her Public Health Committee re-
port.

In addition, Mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi honored Keith Gallagher,
church and community activities
chairman for the Garwood Knights
of Columbus, with an award for his
leadership in Hurricane Irene sup-
port efforts in the borough. Mr.
Gallagher was able to gather five
truckloads of food with help from
students and scouts and $1,200 in gift
cards for people displaced by the
hurricane.

WE WILL NEVER FORGET… Robert E. Jeans, Sr., left, commander of VFW
Post 2230 in Kenilworth, Union County Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski, center,
and Master of Ceremonies Cheryl Vesselli participate at the dedication of the
Robert E. Jeans, Sr. Veterans Memorial Park, located next to the Kenilworth
Veterans Center, on Veterans’ Day, November 11, 2011. The park was dedicated
in honor of Cmdr. Jeans’ outstanding service to veterans and his community.

 Because stroke knows

Get Better. Stay Better.

        Sudden weakness or numbness.
 Sudden confusion.
 Sudden trouble seeing.

Sudden trouble walking.
Sudden severe headache.
Sudden diffi culty speaking, swallowing.

732.381.4200  rwjuhr.com

KNOW THE SIGNS 

CALL 911
KNOW WHERE TO GO: 

Your primary stroke center for immediate care at 865 Stone St.

NO AGE
NO RACE

NO GENDER

Lance Meets With
Top FDA Official

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) recently met
with Dr. Jeffery Shuren, the director
of Food and Drug Administration
(FDA)’s Center for Devices and Ra-
diological Health, the nation’s top
FDA official who oversees the medi-
cal device industry.

During a meeting with Dr. Shuren,
Rep. Lance expressed concern re-
garding the FDA’s slow approval pro-
cess for new medical devices and
technology. The Seventh District law-
maker urged Dr. Shuren to provide
the medical device and technology
industry more predictability and
transparency to help spur innovation.

“New Jersey’s Seventh Congres-
sional District is the medicine chest
of the world and a global leader in the
medical device and technology in-
dustry,” Rep. Lance during the meet-
ing in his Capitol Hill office. “The
FDA’s approval process for medical
devices and medical technology needs
much greater transparency and pre-
dictability. Doing so would further
spur innovation and help job growth
not only in New Jersey, but across the
nation.”

For his part, Rep. Lance, who serves
on the House Energy and Commerce
Health Subcommittee, will be work-
ing on these issues as the committee
begins the reauthorization of the
Medical Device User Fee Act.

Selling Home-Baked Goods Could
Become Legal In New Jersey

TRENTON – New Jerseyans would
be permitted to sell home-baked
goods directly to the consumer under
legislation passed by the state Senate
Health, Human Services and Senior
Citizens committee last week. Under
current state law, baking in a residen-
tial kitchen and selling those goods is
illegal.

“As it stands now, people are al-
lowed to sell their home-baked goods

at charity events and religious bake
sales, but cannot sell them at a farm-
ers’ market or other for-profit venue,”
according to the bill’s sponsor, State
Senator Christopher Bateman (R-16,
Somerset).

Individuals would be allowed to
sell baked goods such as pies, cakes
and pastries, but would not be per-
mitted to sell goods that require time
or temperature control for safety.


