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Sheriff’s Officers Seek
Donations for Kids in Need

Lance Disappointed in
Defeat of Bal. Budget Bill

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) last week
expressed disappointment over the
vote by Congress to reject a biparti-
san Balanced Budget Amendment
(BBA) to the United States Constitu-
tion. Despite receiving 261 votes the
measure fell short of the necessary
two-thirds majority needed.

“I am deeply disappointed that the
balanced budget amendment failed
to achieve the necessary two-thirds
vote,” Rep. Lance said. “In 1995 the
U.S. House overwhelmingly passed
a balanced budget amendment by a
300 to 132 vote. Sixteen years later
our nation faces a $15-trillion debt
and the current U.S. House took a
disappointing step backward and
failed to act in a fiscally responsible
manner.”

In the New Jersey State Legisla-
ture, Rep. Lance said he led the fight

against borrowing without voter ap-
proval. In 2004 he successfully sued
than Governor James McGreevey on
the issue in the State Supreme Court,
and in 2008 New Jersey voters ap-
proved an amendment to the State
Constitution requiring all future bor-
rowing to be approved by the voters.

“Many states, including New Jer-
sey, are required to balance their state
budgets, yet the federal government
continues to spend more than it takes
in,” Mr. Lance said. “A balanced bud-
get amendment would be a major
step in placing our nation on a glide
path toward fiscal restraint and bring-
ing greater economic certainty to help
create the jobs we so desperately
need. The American people support a
balanced budget. But clearly in this
instance President Obama and a large
majority of my Democratic col-
leagues disagreed.”

Judy Richards Receives
NJRA Legacy Award
WESTFIELD — Town resident

Judy Richards was honored on No-
vember 28 by the New Jersey Restau-
rant Association (NJRA) as the re-
cipient of its 2011 Staff Legacy
Award.

Ms. Richards is vice-president of
events and allied relations for the
NJRA and is retiring this month after
16 years with the trade group.

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS…Union County Freeholder Angel Estrada
(fourth from left) and Union County Manager Alfred Faella (third from right)
welcome municipal government officials from Wenzhou, China to Union County.
The delegation is making several stops in the U.S., including Kean University,
which is close to final approval for development of a campus in Wenzhou.

Search Continues for Killer
Of Former Cranford Woman

UNION — One year after she was
discovered inside her Union Township
home, the Union County Homicide
Task Force continues to investigate the
circumstances behind the stabbing
death of Diane Mary Zaleski, 54, in-
side her Laurana Road home in Union.
Her body was discovered on Novem-
ber 18, 2010 by family members.

Ms. Zaleski suffered multiple inju-
ries in the attack that led to her death,
according to a report from the medi-
cal examiner. Over the course of the
last year the case has remained a
priority for the Homicide Task Force
and the Union Township Police De-
partment.

Born in Elizabeth, Ms. Zaleski moved
to Union 20 years from Cranford. She
was a legal secretary for Schering
Plough Corp. in Kenilworth for 17
years.

Over the last 12 months, members
of the Task Force have consulted
members of the FBI’s Behavioral
Analysis Unit to help identify who
might have murdered Ms. Zaleski.
Given the forensic evidence recov-
ered and analyzed, the Task Force is
looking for a male suspect. Nearly
100 people have been interviewed
and more than 80 men have been
cleared as potential suspects, in some
cases by use of forensic testing.

“The fact is that Ms. Zaleski was a
very cautious person and was not in
the habit of opening her door to strang-
ers. Through interviews we have
learned that she was even hesitant to
open her door after dark to people she
did know,” Mr. Romankow said.
“There were no signs of forced entry
to her house, so it is possible and

likely that Ms. Zaleski knew her
killer.”

 As the anniversary of her death
approaches, investigators are again
appealing to the general public as
well as friends, acquaintances, and
the Zaleski family to recall the days
before and after she was killed, in the
hopes that a memory or credible piece
of information will be recalled.

Forensic evidence was recovered
at the scene that shows the suspect
likely suffered a cut on the hand or
arm during the attack – including one
that likely required at least the use of
a band-aid. There were also likely
defensive wounds in the form of
scratches.

“No matter how small an inkling, if
there is someone who feels like they
have information that can solve this
case and give the family peace of
mind, we urge them to come for-
ward,” Mr. Romankow said. “A
simple forensic test can exclude sus-
pects quickly.”

After the murder the killer remained
at Ms. Zaleski’s house for several
hours and attempted to use her credit
card to purchase two specific elec-
tronic items, including a MacBook
computer and an iPad. The transac-
tion was denied twice.

 Anyone with information is urged
to contact Task Force Detective Rob-
ert Henderson at (908) 347-2686.
Anonymous calls can also be placed
to Union County Crime Stoppers at
(908) 654-TIPS or via the Internet at
www.uctip.org.

Tips that lead to an arrest and in-
dictment are eligible for a reward up
to $5,000.

COUNTY — Union County
Sheriff’s Officers have set up their
“Tree of Hope” in the Union County
courthouse every holiday season for
14 years seeking donations of toys
and clothing for needy children
throughout the county. Each year the
response has been overwhelming.

The “Tree of Hope” was first
planted in 1997 when officers ap-
proached Sheriff Ralph Froehlich and
related troubling stories of children
who were going to experience a less
than happy holiday season. The chil-
dren the officers encountered were
homeless or living in shelters, were
victims of domestic violence or medi-
cally fragile. Their parents or guard-
ians did not have the financial ability
to provide holiday gifts.

Every year since the Sheriff and
the “Tree of Hope” committee has

erected a tree in the Union County
Courthouse featuring paper orna-
ments. Volunteers make the orna-
ments and write a particular gift on
each one.

“These caring officers do a tre-
mendous job in helping these chil-
dren,” Sheriff Froehlich said. “Even
during tough economic and per-
sonal times, it is important not to
forget those kids who are less fortu-
nate.”

Monetary donations to help provide
additional gifts are also being sought.

Contributions of money (tax-de-
ductible), toys and clothing can be
sent to: Union County Sheriff’s Of-
ficers Tree of Hope, Union County
Courthouse, 2 Broad Street, Eliza-
beth, N.J., 07207. For more infor-
mation, call the “Tree of Hope”
hotline at (908) 629-2158.

Reporting A Child
Missing Would Be Law

TRENTON — Legislation un-
der consideration in Trenton would
make it a felony for failing to re-
port the disappearance of a child
within 24 hours or for failing to
report a death of as child. The Sen-
ate Law and Public Safety Com-
mittee approved the bill last week.

Westfield United Fund Grants $5,000
To Raritan Valley Red Cross Chapter
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DECEMBER 2011 EVENTS  
AT THE WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 
HHours: Monday-Thursday  9:30 am - 9 pm  Friday and Saturday 9:30 am - 5 pm  Sunday 1:00- 5:00 pm 

Closed 12/24—12/26 for Christmas and  
Closing at 3:00 pm on 12/31 for New Year’s Ever 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN  

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS 

12/2  1:30 pm TGIF! Italy’s Countryside (video) 

12/6 10:00 am Computer Class: Microsoft Word 
(beginner level) 

12/7  7:00 pm Best 5-Minute Meditation 

12/8 10:00 am New Computer Class: Learn the New 
Library Catalog (beginner level) 

12/9  1:30 pm TGIF! Classic Movie: “Holiday” 

12/12  2:00 &  
6:00 pm 

Foreign Film: “Bride Flight”  
Dutch, 130 minutes 

12/1 to12/22  3:30 to  
4:30 pm 

Homework Help for K-5. Get help from 
a local teen. 

12/3 
10:00 am 

Grupo ñ Spanish Language Storytime  
Only Spanish spoken. Open to the public. 
0-6 yrs.  

12/11  1:30 pm Origami Workshop-Beginners 

12/11  2:30 pm Origami Workshop-Advanced 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN 

Blood Pressure
Screening to End

December 13 in SP
SCOTCH PLAINS — The last of

the 2011 Blood Pressure Screening
Clinics, sponsored by the Scotch
Plains Health Department, will take
place on Tuesday, December 13 from
10 a.m. to noon in the Scotch Plains
Public Library, located on Bartle Av-
enue.

Those residents who are over the
age of 30 and smoke, or are over-
weight, or have a family history of
heart disease or diabetes, and who
have not had their blood pressure
checked recently are particularly
urged to attend the this free screening
which is open to all Scotch Plains
residents.

Nurse Michele Cole will be ad-
ministering the blood pressure
screenings. For more information
contact Ms. Cole at (732) 827-
2158.

Food Banks Receive $1.4 Mil.
To Purchase Healthy Foods
TRENTON – Lieutenant Gover-

nor Kim Guadagno on Tuesday an-
nounced $1,363,600 in funding for
the state’s six food banks to purchase
healthy foods to feed the hungry this
holiday season. This funding will
ensure food assistance for those in
need and is the second payment of
the fiscal year.

During the announcement in Hill-
side at the Community FoodBank of
New Jersey, Ms. Guadagno and two
other Christie Admistration cabinet
members took part in the
Administration’s ongoing “Season of
Service” by volunteering at the food
bank packing bulk food into family
bags for distribution. The Community
FoodBank distributes 37 million
pounds of food and groceries a year,
ultimately serving 1,500 non-profit
programs including 436 programs
served by its Partner Distribution Or-
ganizations. Through their combined
efforts, they assist 900,000 low-in-
come people in 18 of New Jersey’s 21
counties.

“This funding comes at a critical
time when local emergency feeding
agencies are providing holiday meals

to the people they serve, in addition
to their regular food distributions,”
Ms. Guadagno said. “But the state
can’t do it alone. To tackle the hunger
issue we need members of the com-
munity to continue to come forward
and donate food items, money and
time to help our neighbors in need.”

The state has committed
$6,818,000 in Fiscal Year 2012 for
the Department of Agriculture’s State
Food Purchase Program (SFPP),
which is allocated on a quarterly
basis to food banks to buy fresh
fruits and vegetables and other nu-
tritious foods for distribution to their
network of more than 700 food pan-
tries, homeless shelters and soup
kitchens.

This quarterly distribution of SFPP
funds includes 904,331 for Commu-
nity FoodBank, $178,282 for Food
Bank of South Jersey (Pennsauken,
Camden County), $141,667 for the
Foodbank of Monmouth and Ocean
Counties (Neptune, Monmouth
County), $59,640 for Mercer Street
Friends (Ewing, Mercer County),
$50,786 for Southern Regional Food
Distribution Center (Vineland,
Cumberland County), and $28,891
for NORWESCAP (Phillipsburg,
Hunterdon County).

The amounts allocated to each of
the six emergency feeding opera-
tions are based on the number of
people they serve and other criteria.
The first installment of $2,045,400
was distributed to the food banks in
July and the remaining fund distri-
butions are slated for February and
May 2012.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
United Fund (WUF) approved an
emergency grant of $5,000 to the
Raritan Valley Chapter of the Ameri-
can Red Cross (RVRC) at its first
trustee meeting this fall. The funds
were earmarked for disaster kits and
hot meals for disaster victims in the
wake of Hurricane Irene.

Volunteers from the Red Cross
chapter, which is based in Westfield,
provided shelter, clean-up kits and
hot meals to hundreds of families in
Westfield and Cranford who were
displaced by power outages and
flooding following Hurricane Irene.

“As a longtime resident of
Westfield, it is easy to think disasters
don’t happen here, but Hurricane
Irene and subsequent Tropical Storm
Lee proved otherwise,” said Suzanne
Lutz, executive director of RVRC.
“This grant allows us to replenish the

fund for clean-up kits and meals
against future disasters.”

The WUF grant will provide
$2,000 for hot meals that are pre-
pared and served by Red Cross work-
ers and delivered to shelter sites
through their mobile feeding pro-
gram. An additional $3,000 will be
used to purchase clean-up kits for
over 100 families, including mops,
brooms, and disinfectants and com-
fort supplies such as toiletries and
wash cloths. “The Westfield United
Fund is very fortunate to have funds
in reserve to answer just such emer-
gency appeals,” said Linda Maggio,
WUF executive director. “Thanks to
the generosity of so many
Westfielders, we are able to provide
assistance when and where it is
needed above and beyond the fund’s
regular allocations.” Last year, the
Westfield United Fund contributed
$35,000 to support the senior citizen
transportation and handyman pro-
grams provided by the Red Cross,
which has been a WUF member
agency for over 50 years.

Founded in 1937, the Westfield
United Fund is currently pursuing its
75th anniversary fundraising cam-
paign with a goal of reaching
$625,000 for distribution among 19
member agencies. For further infor-
mation or to donate, call (908) 233-
2113 or visit
westfieldunitedfund.org.


