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Proud to be a co-sponsors of
Westfield’s “Home for The Holidays” House Tour 

to benefit the Continuo Arts Foundation

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CHRISTMAS SPIRIT...The Westfield Community Band performs on Sunday at
the Downtown Westfield Corporation’s “Welcome Home to Westfield” holiday
promotion. The event included hot chocolate, entertainment and a visit from
Santa and Mrs. Claus.

Christmas Tree Lightings
And Holiday Celebrations

 Saturday, December 3
Garwood will light its Christmas tree

at 6 p.m. at the municipal building
parking lot on North Avenue. The event
is sponsored by the Garwood Celebra-
tions Committee.

Mountainside will light its Christ-
mas tree at 4:30 p.m. at Borough Hall,
located at the intersection of Route 22
and New Providence Road.

Sunday, December 4
The Scotch Plains Business and

Professional Association (SPBPA)
will hold its 16th annual Old Fash-
ioned Holiday Celebration on Sun-
day, December 4, from 2 to 5 p.m. on
the Village Green on Park Avenue.

The annual event includes ice
sculpting, a petting zoo, Rainbow the
Clown and a horse-drawn wagon ride.

Fanwood’s holiday season offi-
cially begins when Santa Claus ar-
rives in town on Sunday, December
4, at 3 p.m. under the big tent on the
lawn in front of the North Avenue
Train Station in Fanwood. Seasonal
music, free holiday crafts and re-
freshments will be featured. Free
children’s pictures with Santa will
also be included.

Mayor Colleen Mahr will light the
borough’s Christmas tree at 5 p.m.

The Fanwood Recreation Commis-
sion is sponsoring the event.

Union County will hold its Nature
Craft Show featuring the lighting of
the county Christmas tree and
Menorah on Sunday, December 4,
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Trailside
Nature and Science Center in
Mountainside.

Also featured will be a visit from
Santa and Mrs. Claus and free
children’s coloring and face painting
and holiday singers.
Westfield Holiday  Entertainment

 The Watson Highlanders Bagpipe
Band will be roaming Westfield’s
downtown streets, Saturdays, Decem-
ber 3, 10 and 17, from 2 to 5 p.m.

The Yuletide Carolers will be roam-
ing Westfield’s downtown streets on
Saturdays, December 10 and 17, from
1 to 2 p.m.

The Harmonics Quartet will be
roaming Westfield’s downtown
streets, Thursdays, December 1, 8,
15 and 22, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

The New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts Alphornswill be performing at
the corner of Elm Street and East
Broad Street Saturdays, December 3,
10 and 17, from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m.
(Rain date Thursday evenings).

SP Announces Drive Sober Or
Get Pulled Over Campaign

SCOTCH PLAINS – Police Chief
Brian Mahoney has announced that
the Scotch Plains Police Department
will be cracking down on drunk driv-
ers as part of the annual holiday sea-
son “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over”
statewide campaign beginning Mon-
day, December 5, and running
through Monday, January 2, 2012.
Local and state law enforcement of-
ficials will conduct saturation pa-
trols and sobriety checkpoints look-
ing for motorists who may be driv-
ing while intoxicated.

A concentrated national effort, the
campaign helps to raise awareness
about the dangers of drinking and
driving, the program works to com-

bat drunk driving during some of the
busiest travel times of the year.

Last year in New Jersey, 168
people were killed as a result of
alcohol-related crashes. That num-
ber represents 30 percent of the 556
traffic fatalities reported in the state
in 2010.

Chief Mahoney offers the follow-
ing advice: Take mass transit, a taxi-
cab, or ask a sober friend to drive
you home; Spend the night where
the activity is held; Report impaired
drivers to law enforcement - in New
Jersey, drivers may dial 77 on their
cell phones to report a drunk driver
and always buckle-up. It’s your best
defense against an impaired driver.

Local Business Opposed to Closing
Sunset Pl.; Issue on Council Agenda

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – As the town-
ship ponders whether to reopen or per-
manently close Sunset Place, a small
residential street between Park and
Union Avenues near Route 22, the
owner of a real estate office on Park at
Sunset says the closing of the street has
damaged his business.

Sunset was closed during the New
Jersey Department of Transportation’s

(DOT) $5-million construction project
at the interchange of Route 22 with
Park Avenue and Bonnie Burn Road in
Scotch Plains and Watchung Borough.
As part of the project, a new traffic light
was added, but has not been activated
yet, at Park and Mountain Avenues.
The project also includes road widen-
ing at the Park Avenue intersection
with the Route 22 overpass. New dedi-
cated left-turn lanes were added as
well. The project was completed to
reduce traffic congestion at Park and
Bonnie Burn.

Louis Pompilio, whose Century 21
business has been located on Sunset
Place for 30 years, told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that the street
has been closed to traffic trying to enter
from Park Avenue for the past two
years. Local motorists must come down
Park and turn right onto Mountain and
then left onto Sunset to access his or the
American Legion Post No. 209 park-
ing lots. The American Legion hall’s
lot is located directly across the street
from Century 21.

“There is no reason for them (town-
ship) to block this street,” Mr. Pompilio
said, noting that prior to the DOT con-
struction the only restriction for motor-
ists was a no-left-turns rule from 7 to 9
a.m. Newly installed signs would per-
manently restrict motorist movements

to right-hand turns only onto Park,
thereby forcing motorists who want to
access the westbound side of Route 22
to go around the block via Mountain
and Union Avenues and access the
Park Avenue overpass.

“I really think they (township) are
stalling for that (council) meeting on
Tuesday because I don’t think they
know” what they are going to do with
the street, Mr. Pompilio added.

Daniel Giese, who rents a home on
the street, said he has heard residents on
the street are split on whether to reopen
or keep the street closed.

“There are about five people who
want it and five people who don’t want
it, and the rest are people who don’t
have an opinion,” Mr. Giese said.

Mr. Giese, who has attended meet-
ings where Sunset Place was discussed,
said those residents who want the street
to remain a dead-end street are con-
cerned about cut-through traffic at rush
hour. He said the garbage hauler for the
street has to back into the street to
service his customers.

Mr. Pompilio said he has lost cus-
tomers and most of his sales force since
the street was closed. “My people won’t
come in here. My walk-in trade is dead.
They can’t get in,” he said.

Alex DiPace, commander of Ameri-
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Paul J. Peyton for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DEAD END DEBATE...Now that the construction at the Route 22 overpass at
Park Avenue in Scotch Plains is complete, residents of Sunset Place, located off
Park Avenue near the overpass, want the street to remain closed; however,
businesses in the vacinity do not.

Horace R. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
EXTRACTING INFORMATION…Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Football
Head Coach Steve Ciccotelli, left, discusses a season wrap-up with Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times Assistant Publisher/Sports Editor Dave Corbin. See story next week.

Christina Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
600 WINS AND COUNTING… The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education honored SPFHS Varsity Boys Soccer Head
Coach Thomas Breznitsky Tuesday night in a packed Evergreen School auditorium. Coach Breznitsky has been the head
coach since 1975, achieving over 600 wins, making him one of four coaches in the state to achieve this milestone.

Raiders Soccer Teams Receive
Resolutions For Winning Records

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(BOE) honored the Raiders junior
varsity girls, high school varsity girls
and high school varsity boys soccer
teams, as well as the high school
varsity boys soccer team Head Coach
Thomas Breznitsky Tuesday night in
a packed Evergreen School audito-
rium.

Each team and their coach received
a resolution recognizing their win-
ning records. The junior varsity girls’
soccer team achieved 11 wins, one

loss and four ties; the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) var-
sity girls’ soccer team achieved 16
wins, two losses and four ties; the
high school boys’ varsity soccer team
achieved 21 wins and three losses.

Coach Breznitsky has been the head
coach since 1975, achieving over 600
wins, making him one of four coaches
in the state to achieve this milestone.
He has 24 Watchung Conference
Championships, 13 Union County
Championships, 14 Group III Sec-
tional Championships and seven
Group III State Championships un-
der his belt.

Under his leadership, 20 student-
athletes participated in Division I
college soccer and one was a profes-
sional drafted goalie. He was also
selected as the 2011 Region 2 Coach
of the Year for New York, New Jersey
and Connecticut, and is nominated
by the National Soccer Coaches As-
sociation of America for the National
Coach of the Year award.

SPFHS Principal Dave Heisey said
of Mr. Breznitsky, “The coach makes
the difference.”

He said Coach Breznitsky teaches
his players “lessons that they learn
not only in the field, but beyond.”

As for the players, Mr. Heisey said,
“It’s great to see the wins” but he said
he also regards the players’ “sports-
manship,” “the role models you rep-
resent,” and the “camaraderie you
show amongst yourselves.”

“Those are the things that make
you successful down the road,” Mr.
Heisey said.

Following the ceremony, the board
entered executive session to discuss
personnel, the Harassment, Intimida-
tion and Bullying (HIB) report, and
suspensions, School Superintendent
Margaret Hayes said.

As part of the approval of the
superintendent’s report, board Vice
President Nancy Bauer said there were
33 HIB reports during the months of
September and October.

The board approved an amendment
of the 2010-2011 No Child Left Be-
hind Act to include carry-over funds
from the 2009-2010 school year in the
amount of $15,208, making the total
$203,149.

The board also adopted the school
nursing plan and approved on first
reading to adopt a dating violence at
school policy and regulation, which is
a new policy mandated by the state.

“Should we become aware of dat-
ing violence, we have the responsibil-

Council on Rahway River
Holds Flood Meeting

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MILLBURN – The Mayors Coun-
cil on Rahway River Watershed Flood
Control held their first meeting Mon-
day night at the Millburn Town Hall
to begin discussion on determining
an overall plan for flood mitigation
along the Rahway River.

Council members in attendance
were Millburn Mayor Sandra
Haimoff, Union Mayor Joe Florio,
Springfield Mayor Hugh Keffer,
Cranford Mayor Dan Aschenbach
and Rahway Mayor Richard Proctor.
Winfield Mayor Margaret McManus,
Kenilworth Mayor Kathi Fiamingo,
and Garwood Mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi have also committed to
joining the council but were not in
attendance.

Springfield, Union, Millburn,
Rahway and Cranford’s engineers
were joined by Essex County Engi-

neer Sanjeev Varghese and Union
County Engineer Tom Mineo to be
included in on the discussion.

Mayor Florio suggested they opt to
build mitigation efforts to a 100- or
125-year flood. “I think we ought to
throw a target at the DEP (New Jersey
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection) that something more than
what we have now. See if they throw
it back at us,” he said. He and Mayor
Aschenbach had said building to a
storm much bigger than that (Irene
was a 50-year flood) would be finan-
cially unfeasible.

Under advisement of Leo Coakley,
an engineer with Millburn-based
Hatch Mott MacDonald, the council
decided to schedule a meeting with
John Moyle, manager of dam safety
and flood control for the DEP, and the
Army Corps of Engineers to discuss
how the agencies can potentially help
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