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Proud to be a co-sponsors of
Westfield’s “Home for The Holidays” House Tour 

to benefit the Continuo Arts Foundation

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
LET THE SEASON BEGIN...The unseasonably warm temperatures were a bonus on Sunday as a crowd of about 2,000
gathers for the annual lighting of the Christmas tree in Westfield’s north side train station parking lot.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
PREP WORK...Steel beams were placed in the ground this week as the rebuilding
of Ferraro’s restaurant gets underway. Ferraro’s, a Westfield landmark for
decades, was destroyed by a fire in May.

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
CHRISTMAS SPIRIT...The Westfield Community Band performs on Sunday at
the Downtown Westfield Corporation’s “Welcome Home to Westfield” holiday
promotion. The event included hot chocolate, entertainment and a visit from
Santa and Mrs. Claus.

Christmas Tree Lightings
And Holiday Celebrations

 Saturday, December 3
Garwood will light its Christmas tree

at 6 p.m. at the municipal building
parking lot on North Avenue. The event
is sponsored by the Garwood Celebra-
tions Committee.

Mountainside will light its Christ-
mas tree at 4:30 p.m. at Borough Hall,
located at the intersection of Route 22
and New Providence Road.

Sunday, December 4
The Scotch Plains Business and Pro-

fessional Association (SPBPA) will
hold its 16th annual Old Fashioned
Holiday Celebration on Sunday, De-
cember 4, from 2 to 5 p.m. on the
Village Green on Park Avenue.

The annual event includes ice
sculpting, a petting zoo, Rainbow the
Clown and a horse-drawn wagon ride.

Fanwood’s holiday season offi-
cially begins when Santa Claus ar-
rives in town on Sunday, December
4, at 3 p.m. under the big tent on the
lawn in front of the North Avenue
Train Station in Fanwood. Seasonal
music, free holiday crafts and re-
freshments will be featured. Free
children’s pictures with Santa will
also be included.

Mayor Colleen Mahr will light the
borough’s Christmas tree at 5 p.m.

The Fanwood Recreation Commis-
sion is sponsoring the event.

Union County will hold its Nature
Craft Show featuring the lighting of
the county Christmas tree and
Menorah on Sunday, December 4,
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Trailside
Nature and Science Center in
Mountainside.

Also featured will be a visit from
Santa and Mrs. Claus and free
children’s coloring and face painting
and holiday singers.
Westfield Holiday Entertainment

 The Watson Highlanders Bagpipe
Band will be roaming Westfield’s
downtown streets, Saturdays, Decem-
ber 3, 10 and 17, from 2 to 5 p.m.

The Yuletide Carolers will be roam-
ing Westfield’s downtown streets on
Saturdays, December 10 and 17, from
1 to 2 p.m.

The Harmonics Quartet will be
roaming Westfield’s downtown
streets, Thursdays, December 1, 8,
15 and 22, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

The New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts Alphornswill be performing at
the corner of Elm Street and East
Broad Street Saturdays, December 3,
10 and 17, from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m.
(Rain date Thursday evenings).

Lauren Barr for The Westfield Leader
PROCLAMATION...Westfield Town Administrator James Gildea reads a proc-
lamation given to Department of Public Works Superintendent Claude Shaffer
by the New Jersey Chapter of the American Public Works Association for his 25
years of service to them at the recent League of Municipalities convention in
Atlantic City.

New CSA Nancy Lubarsky
Attends First MS BOE Meeting

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Newly ap-
pointed Chief School Administrator
(CSA) Nancy Lubarsky was present
for her first official
Mountainside Board of
Education (BOE) meet-
ing Tuesday night. Ms.
Lubarsky was hired in
September and intro-
duced to the public at a
board meeting that
month, but did not offi-
cially begin her duties
as CSA until Novem-
ber 14.

Ms. Lubarsky will
also hold the position
of principal of the
Beechwood School.

Board President
James Ruban, Jr. ad-
dressed the new CSA saying, “I want
to officially welcome Dr. Lubarsky
to her first board meeting and on
behalf of the board, say that we are
very excited to work with you.”

Stating she was “very excited” to
be appointed to the district, Ms.
Lubarsky addressed the board and

the public regarding her reception
from the people of Mountainside. “I
have received a warm welcome from
students, teachers, parents and board
members…I have become acquainted

with the administrative
team, including the
board office
staff…they are just ex-
cellent, extremely sup-
portive and very easy
to work with.”

Recently appointed
board members Kate
Motz and Jeane Parker
were also present at the
board meeting. As cov-
ered in a previous edi-
tion of The Westfield
Leader, both members
joined the board in Oc-
tober to replace Mary
Beth Schaumberg and

Carolyn Williams, both of whom re-
signed from the board this summer.

Ms. Motz is a co-owner of a busi-
ness designed to provide New Jersey
mothers with support in facing the
challenges associated with mother-
hood. Ms. Motz will serve as the
board’s liaison with the Mountainside
Parent Teacher Association (PTA).
Ms. Parker is a journalist and a writer
for The New York Post. Ms. Parker
will serve as delegate to the New
Jersey School Boards Association.

Both new members of the board

will serve on the district’s Commu-
nity Outreach Committee. In addi-
tion, Ms. Motz will also serve on the
district’s Curriculum Committee.
Together, the newly formed board
will begin to address the fiscal chal-
lenges for the next school year.

Mr. Ruban stated a “state of the
state” is forthcoming in order to start
the process and initiate discussion
amongst residents.

In other news, representatives from
Mountainside Girl Scout Troop 40204
delivered a presentation for a gift
drive to provide toys and other neces-
sary items to underprivileged chil-
dren during the holiday season.

Mountainside Girl Scouts Emma
Nordstrom, Caitlyn Splaine and
Kristen Splaine, along with troop
leader Jessica Nordstrom, appealed
to the public for their assistance.

The Scouts are requesting items
such as puzzles, books, Legos, wa-
tercolor paints, Play-Doh, games,
crayons, and coloring books as well
as socks, pajamas, underwear, hats,
scarves, mittens, gloves, tooth brushes
and tooth paste.

Students may bring their donations
to their specific school. The Scouts
will be collecting the items from the
public at the Deerfield School, lo-
cated at 302 Central Avenue, from
now until Friday, December 9. The
items will be donated to the day care

Nancy Lubarsky

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Tuesday night’s
Westfield Town Council meeting
brought complaints from a resident
regarding Department of Public
Works (DPW) management, com-
ments on the Central Avenue pe-
destrian crossing signal and acco-
lades for Public Works Superinten-
dent Claude Shaffer.

At the start of the meeting, Town
Administrator James Gildea an-
nounced that the New Jersey Chap-
ter of the American Public Works
Association had honored Mr.

Shaffer for his 25 years of service
to them at the recent League of
Municipalities convention in Atlan-
tic City. Mr. Gildea presented the
award to Mr. Shaffer and thanked
him for his more than 30 years of
service to the Town of Westfield.

Mr. Shaffer thanked his wife for
putting up with all the late-night
phone calls and storm emergencies.
He also thanked the 38 employees
who work under him at the DPW.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky congratu-
lated Mr. Shaffer, saying the award
was “well deserved” and that “as
superintendent, you do a very good

job.”
Embree Crescent resident Pamela

Orbach told the council, “I feel that
the current leadership (at the DPW)
needs outside leadership.” She said
that she does not see priority being
given to school areas for branch
and leaf pickup. “Nothing has been
removed from Clark Street,” she
told the council. Mrs. Orbach also
criticized the town for not dedicat-
ing the DPW employees to school
zones during their Saturday over-
time last weekend.

She listed several complaints re-
garding the DPW’s performance
during last winter’s snowstorms,
and suggested that the town pro-
hibit on-street parking during
storms. Mrs. Orbach also stated her
displeasure that Mr. Shaffer had
left before the public comment por-
tion of the meeting.

Mayor Skibitsky said the town
should be done picking up storm
debris by mid-December. Later in
the meeting, Mr. Gildea said that
the Saturday overtime was strictly
for brush pickup and that certain
streets were cleaned in order to fa-
cilitate paving projects that are to
begin next week. He also said the
DPW currently is working in area
10, the last zone on the south side,
and area five, the second-to-last
zone on the north side of town for
debris pickup.

Central Avenue resident Maria
Carluccio again voiced her displea-
sure with the placement of the pedes-
trian crossing signal on Central Av-
enue. She said she witnessed a motor
vehicle try to make a turn onto Cam-
bridge Drive from Central, only to
run into the curb, and saw six cars run
the red light while hanging her Christ-
mas lights. “I don’t understand why
your heels are so dug in,” Mrs.
Carluccio told the council.

Greg Kasko also spoke about the
traffic light, saying that a police
report regarding an April 25 acci-
dent on Central Avenue had some
discrepancies. He said the report
states that the accident occurred 25
feet from Clover Street, but his pho-
tographs show the accident on the
crosswalk, which is 100 feet from
Clover.

Mr. Kasko also stated that it was
his opinion that the striping and
blinking signage are contributing
to recent accidents. He added that
in Tucson, Ariz., where the HAWK
light was first used, studies yielded
a 97-percent compliance rate when
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Council on Rahway River
Holds Flood Meeting

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MILLBURN – The Mayors Coun-
cil on Rahway River Watershed Flood
Control held their first meeting Mon-
day night at the Millburn Town Hall
to begin discussion on determining
an overall plan for flood mitigation
along the Rahway River.

Council members in attendance
were Millburn Mayor Sandra
Haimoff, Union Mayor Joe Florio,
Springfield Mayor Hugh Keffer,
Cranford Mayor Dan Aschenbach
and Rahway Mayor Richard Proctor.
Winfield Mayor Margaret McManus,
Kenilworth Mayor Kathi Fiamingo,
and Garwood Mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi have also committed to
joining the council but were not in
attendance.

Springfield, Union, Millburn,
Rahway and Cranford’s engineers
were joined by Essex County Engi-
neer Sanjeev Varghese and Union
County Engineer Tom Mineo to be
included in on the discussion.

Mayor Florio suggested they opt to
build mitigation efforts to a 100- or
125-year flood. “I think we ought to
throw a target at the DEP (New Jersey
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection) that something more than
what we have now. See if they throw
it back at us,” he said. He and Mayor
Aschenbach had said building to a
storm much bigger than that (Irene
was a 50-year flood) would be finan-
cially unfeasible.

Under advisement of Leo Coakley,
an engineer with Millburn-based
Hatch Mott MacDonald, the council
decided to schedule a meeting with
John Moyle, manager of dam safety
and flood control for the DEP, and the
Army Corps of Engineers to discuss
how the agencies can potentially help
with the council’s objectives before
proceeding with another mayors’
council meeting.

The Army Corps of Engineers has
developed a hydrology model of the
entire Rahway River basin, Mr.
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